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An Empty Pond

0 by Doug McClure

phot
Great Hogmer Pond is quiet and. empty, despite the sunny weather: The Craftshury Outdoor Center agreed to keep itsseulfing vessels offofthe pond. between 1 pm. and 4 pm. toassuage property owners who want to waer shi on the pond. The
Agency of Natural Resources has proposed a new rule that specifically limits the times that racing s

lls and rowing sculls can be us

Town Plans for New
Garage Building
and Heating System

By Michael Bielawski

HARDWICK — After fire se-
verely damaged the roof of one of
the buildings at the town garage
st winter, the town is working on
abid document for a new 50-by-50-
foot storage structure.

The town will pay for a coment
foundation and insurance will cov-

Town manager Jon Jewett seid

under-sized wood furnace supplied
the heat. With September around

the corner, time is short,
“We either need to find somebody
 off who can put in a heating
system for the coming season, or we
ed to get some firewood up there
and plan to do this next year,” said
board chair Eric Remic
The coldest months, when the
furnace is most needed, are also
the busies. imes for he foad crew,
ihich makes it dificul 1o keep i
“The board discussed purchasing
a wood

order 20 cords of wood, rather than
Tush the decision on a long-term so-
Tution.
The board formally ~changed
raffic ordinance to prohibit
any cars from cutting through the
See GARAGE, Page F
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art machar Mimi Smyth watches as Zhou Haolan 16, (American

and Zhou Jinghan, 1.

ican name; Beal),

rxght use. stencils to paint designs on mum dunvw the Chinese

Cultuural Camp held at Hazen U

nion last weel

Survey Results on
Cabot School Future

by Will Walters

— A public forum will be
eld todght 10 hotuse the results

e community survey on_ the
future of Cabot. School. The school
board conducted the survey in July,
over the internet and via physical
questionnaires that were available
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from the town clerk’s office and the
library. The forum will be held in
the Cabox School Porforming Arts
Center, starting at 6

In addition to the survey results,
discussion on an alternative Ver-
‘mont Academy will be on the agen-
da. The Academy was discussed at
recent school board meetings as an
alternative to complying with Act

198 respondents answered
survcy ubetons.about what the
unity wants for educational

opgortunitiesfor Cabat students
one child in school comprised 46.97
ereent of respandents; 5476 have
lived in Cabor or

9.3 percent voted in the June
20 vote.on merging with Twt
Union School and Danville school.
Nearly two-thirds of survey respon-

ts” (65.6%) voted against the

merger.
Those who voted ‘yes' to the
merger ranked the factors that in-
ed their vote (from most to
least influential) as: closing the en-
tire school in ;
ing and strengthening focus on our
PK-§ program; feeling like the oth-
See SURVEY, Page Four

On July 31, Madison Langdel 12 (conter) nfwﬁtmn

ed with a I

Vanessa Fournier
resent-

og by Make rmont

week-old Fren: Wish Ve
grantors Katy Smith (1eft) uf 't. Johnsbiry and Jeannie Judkins

(right) of Harduwick. Madisor

juho was clearly delighted to receive

K winh ha lready named the dog Olli
rain surgery porformed af Massachusetis Gonersl Hoopi-

e s

Number Ten
Pond Discussion
Fills Town Hall

by Will Walters.

CALATS — A dispute arisin
from _confusion over whetl

cons o #10 Pond is common use

private property :

along running souree of contention
rial Hall was posted as private and
the beach at #10 pond was rumored
to sed, a special community
forum was held on July 31 at town
hall to clarify the situat

GAT Road, the Memorial Hall
and the beath continue o ra
questions as to what

private, The latest action by the
Womerts Relif Corps o post the
land has Wghlighted the need to

"Thd GAR Road has perplesed the
select board as to whether it is a
public right of way or not. Decades
worth of public records do not seem
to answer (

An incident from last year at the
#10 Pond have brought matters for-
ward. The select board, the state
police and the sheriffs department

re all involved with a former
Montpelier resident who showed

he man’s harassment. His state of
intoxication also made them worry
sl theic sy

owen, tregsurer of the Re-
mr(,urps began the forum by

in yYof the proerty and
Memmorian Hall The "5t 52 now
Oned by the Woments Relef Corpe
chapter of the Gra f the

ic organization. She
o Stts stacoi iving vk

er took to a question regarding

conaidencd

town.” She
the

tained as such by the
said that the town believes

land under the road easement be-
longs to the Relief Corps, but the
town has a right of way on the roa

and some Tand along the sides for
maintenance."Nothing has recently
come to t} s to
change our perspective

e the towis posi
om, sayins he Toad wae 12 et
wide, not the usual three rods wide,
and ‘that court cases and subse-
quent action by the select board
indicated that the road was owned
by the Relief Corps. She said that if
the town believes it has a right o
way, it needs to prove that and the
Corps is ready to go the court again
to keep it from being “stolen” for a
third time,

Wheeler moved discussion to the
swimming access. Bowen said the
organization has taken no official
action to open it up for swimming
She said that people have used the

area for swimming for many

years and that camp owners claim
ave rights to the access. She
disputed any such claim, maintain-
ing that the access belongs to the

Corps.
Cathy Silk, president of the Stow
chapter,said it has never been pro-
moted ds a swimming secess and
ing from out-of-lown. She i “peo:
ple always swam d walked
a}c'mss private property to go out to
the point and swim. We've never
promoted it as a swimming access,
Cepectally a publicone, because the
liability would be enormous for us
to do that.”

Bowen said in response to Wheel-
er that nobody posted the acosss
closed to swimmineg “oly the point
e (Memorial) Hall i
been posted.” She said the clerics
office suggested posting the land
because of the naked man. “T never
saw him, although I have seen his

ca

“Luuk) you” said someone in the

audie

Wheeler said that the - tova
TEN, Page

on the p

Agency of Natural
Resources Joins the
Hosmer Pond Debate

by Doug McClure

CRAFTSBURY — Its just past
two-thirty on a summer August
afternoon a ury Outdoor
Center. The threat ofstorms i lon
gone and tho sun i out,shining off
the calm waters of Great Hosmer
Pond. It looks inviting and cool.
You just want to shake ull‘ the ml
try air of late summer anc
A fow kids ust did just that, but
2 lered off and now it's
quiet. The sculling boats sit in their
storage pens, untouched: the rows
of chairs fronting the docks are
empty. The lake is empty of people
and vessels.
1 yasnt ohwaye this way, and
it isnt accdental how it chan
A group of property owners, Tod by
Chittenden County State’s Ator.
ey Sarah George, have claimed
that the Craftsbury Outdoor Cen-
ter (COC) is monopolizing the
pond with its sculling classes
COC respo
voluntarily scaled bacl
mer sculling operations, although
that i the langest prfi cener for
clps them subsidize
classes fr Jocal rea
ide has i3 arguments, and
cach is loking for the Agency of

ral Resources (ANR) fo settle
he hepute fur once and al
COC and the Friends of Hosmer

i documented hat. scuting
activities alone generate $1

Tion for the local economy, funding
seventy-five jobs and a commu-
nity rowing program. The rowing
program meets three days a week

during the summer and provides
residents an inexpensive way to get
into the sport, according to COC’s
Sheldon Mill
y, George, acting, she said,
asa private citizen, talked to media
statervide. Sho said thatshe want-
r-ski on Great, Hosmer
Bondmore hen than sne currentiv
e contends that the COC is
‘monopolizing the lake.
on Great Hosmer
Pond is Iogistially challenging in
any c ario. Accor
ing ¢ o the Department of Eniron-
tal Conservation (DEC) m:
O the pond's 110 aeres just 3281
acres (22 percent of its surface) is
200 feet or more from the shoreline.
Vermont Statutes Auotated (VSA)
Tiie 55 Secton. B5THerD) stator
it “aperson shall not operate any
vessel, excepta
oremergency vessel, within 200 feet
of the shoreline, a person in
ter, a canoe, rowboat, or other ves-
sel, an anchored or moored vessel
containing any person, or anchor.
s or docks, except at a speed of
s than five miles per | hnur ‘which
doge ot cra
5L actes are not contigu-
cus, the largest, area 18 the one in
front of the E0C with 19.49 aeres,
ording the DEC. The second
Targest aren 1s 802 acres and is at
the opposite end of the lake. That
area has a loon nesting site, a sepa-
rate DEC fact sheet says, which un-
der the Use of Public Waters (UPW)
rules means neither people nor ves-
sels can come within 300 feet of the
birds during nesting season (May

Ist-July 31
Give, the ahape ofthe pond and
DEC rules, Great Hosmer is a
poor_candidate o water”ski ng
Add_other craft,
foons, and the logistics for water
skiing get even more daunting.
thed that she
i he oy regular user of a high-
eed boat on the lake.

“Pihe situation gets even more
complicated. A quirk of legislation
puts the Department of Motor Ve-
hicles (DMV) e of enforce-
ment of the rules governing speed

ats.
Contacted by The Gazette, DMV
Commissioner Rabert 1 said that
explain gives the DMV regulstory
authority for setting speed limits
forboats We've never
ave no experience doing
i ¥ e this responsibility
Dropon ek wik the AR Wore
anxious to get this responsibility
moved to the ANR and will work on
doing so during the next legislative

Asked whether the DMV has the
resources for enforcing boat speed
limits, Ide said: “We don't even
ave a boat.”
The next steps are deternined
e ANR rule-making proces.
On Jul) 25th, the ANR a
ropnact chanic o the UPW ralon
specific to Great Hosmer Pond. The
change adds a single paragraph
“Use of racing shells and row-
ing sculls is prohibited on the Pond
See DEBATE, Page Four

Greensboro Association, DEC
Seeking the Right Dam Solution

by Doug McClure
cthsuono - A perennial

problem Lake
for ninety years s beon the he's
water level. Ever since oro

business folk invested $50,000 to

y-cight summer camps
on its shores in 1927 as “Highland
Estates,” the lake has shown a pro-
pensity to overflow, according to H.
Clay Simpson's Hisory of Caspian

e history saysthatin the gran-
ite boom  da
e s o o ey o power
Woodbury's grante finisting quar-
Ties using and Caspian's
high-flow. dam was considered a
andidate. In the end, just as
With Hardwick's Jackson Dam, the
Woodbury Granite Electric Compa-
nylooked elsewhere and the project
sat idle. Hardwic
Caspian Lake Outlet, the beach,
i he water i Aceording 4
the history, the Gazstte reporied
“the very fow oters who attended
mstmu&ﬂ Trustees to purchase
 was known as the Cuthbert-
son Lot situated between the high-
a water gate at Caspian

Lake.
From the start, according to the
history, the relationship between

Hardw P owners
was diffiut. e summer wes wet
and they blam water

elease polcion for camps o
The case went to court in July and
the court *required Hardwick to
make predetermined releases of
vater inthe fuure for each
of the year,” Simpson’s i
the October it
1927, the lakes roke an
t flcoded Greensboro. The water

oversllued Cutlberiss sios
s Wiyt = and o grist mil,
the Hi S oodiag oo 50
vere that people foared the entire
shore might break loose and pour
down the valley to flood Hardwick

elf.
hat flood was, the impetus for
camp owners to form the Greens-
boro. Ascociation in 1984, with a
primary goal of monitoring  the

lake's water level, Simpson says.
Since then, the Association has

overall improvement of the lives of
the village's residents.

Now, the Association is work-
ing with the State of Vermont's
Department  of _Environmental
Conservation (DEC)  Watershed
See DAM, Page Four
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Stephanic Garguilo (conter) helps Gracie TLawyence, 9, (i

Taylor Thompson, 7, (right)
Trails Au

0 by Vanessa Fournier

) and
a Fairy He

ouse on’ Herduoioh

three children and-10 adslts attended the

ugust 4. Thir
Building a Fairy House program, sponsored by the Jeudevine Me-

‘morial Libras




