Hardwick G

High Mowing
Seeds Hosts
Last Wolcott
Open House

by Michael Bielawski

LCOTT — High Mowing Or-
ganic Seeds held its annual open
house on Sunday, complete with

rs' market, workshops,
tours, and live music. Everyone
involved agreed that the large
erowd had a good time.

The annual event is part of the
Kingdom Farm and Food Days,
which take place at the end of Au-
gust. Kingdom Farm and Food Days
highlight farms and businesses in
the Northeast Kingdom. The eighth
year officially ended Monday.

Elizabeth Downey, High Mowing
sales representative, said the turn-
out was great.

“People had definite workshops
they wanted to see and Tom [High

Movwing owner Tom Stearns] en-
gaged a lot of people with his tours;
they drew the biggest crowds,” she
said. “All the vendors were great.”

She noted that the Marsh Road
location was at the fields that High
Mowing has been using for thir-
teen years to test out their seeds
and decide which ones make the fi-
nal cut. There are a lot of varieties
of seeds in trials for several years
at a time.

This is the last year they will
use these fields, which are owned
High Mowing sales represen-
tative Barbara Conn. Next year,
they will use High Mowing's
fields in Hyde Park.

g to miss have High
anlng wse these fields, Conn

said.

She said that while High Mow-
ing uses other fields in_ Woleott,
the main operations would move to
Hyde Park.

Conn explained that in years

past, the Northeast Kingdom Cu-

linary Institute (NECI) would hold
a big meal at each event, but that
ended two years ago. That opened
an opportunity for a small farmers’
market of prepared foods to fll in.

is year's vendors included Car-
rier Roasting Company and Good
Measure Brewing Company, both
based in Northfield.

“It's been a great crowd, I've been
giving out free coffee and selling
beer,” said Matt Borg of Carrier
Roasting Company. “It’s just been
good people who are concern:
about sustainable agriculture and
appreciate good food and the work
that goes into it.”

David and Jannah Swedick were
there for Vermont Veggie Burger,
based at the Food Venture Center
in Hardwick. They said that it was
great to have so many like-minded
people around to chat with and
check out their products.

“People appreciated the hard
work that bring these foods to the
market,” said Jannah.

Phoebe Tucker, with the North-
sast Organic Farming Association
was dishing out_woodfire-cooked
pizsas. Hor organization has part-
nered with High Mowing for years
to run the event, and she said this
was another good turnout.

‘essa Shanks, a visitor from New
York City, said that the presenta-
tion by Tom Sterns was “like a seed.
growing 101.”

She learned that there are three
different kinds of pollination - bee
pollination (flowers), wind pollina-
tion (wheat, rice, corn, rye, barley,
and oats), and self-pollination (to-
matoes).

There were also a handful of
workshops for youth and adults.
River Arts, based in Morrisville,
provided arts and erafts for kids.

‘o by Vanessa Fournier
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The owners of The Den, from left, Stephany and Bobby Searles and
Rory and Johanna Thibault, held a grand opening for their Caba-

ret Saturday in Cabot.

Cabaret’s Opening

an Eye-opener

by Will Walters

CABOT—The crowd hopped as
the hops flowed Saturday after-
noon_and_evening at_the grand
opening celebration of The Den, the
new cabaret inside Harry's Hard-
ware, on Main Street in the village.

The area in front of the store

Den, along with music and food,
were served from 3 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Food was sold by Brock Miller's
Back Road BBQ, a local Cabot busi-
ness that travels the area and sets

at the grand opening buzzfest.
Estimates  put buzzing
around Main Street in_front of
the store as reaching 350 peaple
throughout the entire event.
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you ever think you would see this in
Cabot?,” asked Johanna Thibault,
one of the partners in the hardware
store and The Den. She added that,
after the event slowed and only
residents were left, the visitors vol-
unteered to clean up. “Typical of
Cabot,” said Thibault.
ibault said she and her hus-
band, Rory, who live in the village,
joined as partners with Bobby and
Stephany Searles, owners of Har-
1v's and the Cabot Village Store.
The Searles still own the building,
but are partnered in the hardware
store and cabaret businesses.
en is situated in the front
of the store, with tables in the
south side front window area. The
ardware counter was converted
into a tap bar, with authentic red
tractor seats for patrons. Food sup-
plied by Sarah’s Country Diner in
the rear of the building provides a
limited menu for counter service,
but people can purchase food at her
diner and bring it front to have with
the beverages. Beer and wine are
served, but no hard liquor.

Tibault said the. partnership
started in January and the four met,
a few times to decide what to do to

.e CABARET, Page Four

photo by Vanessa Fournier

Ain't No Sunshine When She's Gone

Doug Williamson, of Middlebury, takes a photo of the partial solar eclipse from a projecting sereen on

his thre

tent pvaded by the Jeudevme Memorial Library.

nch telescope. A Large crowd gathered on Main Street on August 21 to watch the eclipse at a

Farms, Food, First
Eclipses, Dog Biscuits

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK — The rain ended
hours earlier, but the air is still
thick and the sky is leaden. De-
spite the gloomy weather, a good-
sized crowd is out to check out
Kingdom Farm and Food Day at
the Hardwick Farmers’ Market.

belief in the value of old ways in-
forming new.

“It's a way of helping people have
fun exploring the property, the
community gardens, the orchard,
The kids seem to be having fun,”
says Reeve Basom, Education and
Agriculture Coordinator for the
CAE. As if to emphasize her point,
a gaggle of delighted kids arrive
from their scavenger hunt with a
loud squeal.

ore’s a prize at stake for the
winner of the hunt — a fresh
home-made blneherry pie baked by
Bethany Dunbar, AE’s Com-
munity Projects Cnmlmamr
ohn Smolinsky, a logging prac-
titioner with his own business,
Earthbound Forestry, is also at
the event. He is passionate about
“animal-powered logging,” as he
describes it, and is here with one of
his draft horses, Jake. He also has
two oxen and another horse, but
only brought Jake, as he is calm
around erowds.

“People don’t really understand
the relationship between animals
and humans,” says Smolinsky.
“Before there were trucks, horses
were necessary to load the trains.
It goes back ages.”

oing h]s ‘point, a couple stop
by to ask about his work. Smolin-
sky is a Sterling College graduate
with & minor in draft horse man-
agement. To him, the decision to

rm with animals instead of ma-
chines is a very personal thing.

“People who do it are committed,
and they understand it's a really
valuable way to farm. They have a

horse, Jake, at t

two-acre farm that they're working
themselves with their animals and,
because of the scale, they can pay
attention to small things such as
the soil, the drainage ... it’s a way
of life,” h

He mentions how he works with-
in the guidelines of Vermont's Cur-
rent Use program. While he isn't
opposed to careful mechanical har-
that

cise cuts that animal-powered log-
ging can deliver.

“For the state, it helps to have
people like me available, so proper-
ty owners who don’t want machines
in their woods have an option,” he

says.
Across the field, Lucian Avery is
hammering away at a gouge, a cus-
tom chisel he uses to make wooden
bowls. Some people, intrigued by the
clanging soun al on metal,
stop to watch as Avery pulls a white-
ot taol from the forge and shapes
e demonstrates how sharp it is
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Piper's Puj

y
Piper Hall cuddles her as'yetrunnlzmey Duppy.

. It is just three

weeks old. Piper sold homemade dog biscuits at the farmers’ mar-
2

ket to raise money to pay for the

the Hardwick Fai

photo by Doug McClure
John Smolinsky of Earthbound Forestry poses with his draft

rmers’ Market on Kingdom Farm
and Food Day, Friday, August 18.

by sicing through solid wood as if
it were a sponge cake. The twenty-
Five-year veteran blacksmith teach-
es classes on Monday nights at his
Mackville Road shop and these on-
lookers are interested in learning
about the art.

The first total solar eclipse to
cross the United States in ninety-
nine years is on everyone's mind.
It is the first eclipse since 1994 to
blot out two-thirds of the sun in
Hardwick. Jeudevine Library has
a table set up and Paul Fixx is
explaining to an interested group
how to build safe eclipse viewers
using a shoe box and aluminum
foil. Many of those around the
table are too young to have been
alive for the previous eclipse.

o home-schooled kids, Noah,
12, and Jacob, 8, have different.
takes on their first solar eclipse.

“I expect it to be very bright. And
very dark. But not at the same
time. Opposite times,” says Noah.

Jacob confesses he is a bit scared
of it “because anything that makes
ark in the middle of the day
can't be good.”

They boys malke their own eclipse
viewer, though, and are curious.

e Farmers’ Market itself is
busior than usial. Throngs wan.
der from tent to tent, investigating
the wide variety of offerings from
local farms. The s:

the Nepali-Himalayan food tent
run by Raymond Dewan. A guitar-
ist plays in the center of the field.
n Hall has an update on
her daughter Piper's rescue dog
quest. Piper raised enough money
selling organic home-made dog
biscuits to buy a three-week-old
Australian Shepherd, though the
puppy does not yet have a name.
Megan and Piper hope to bring the
puppy to one of this year’s farmers’
‘markets to show people how much
they appreciate their support.

y's events are a reminder
that, even as technology and time
inexorably advance, the tried and
tested techniques of generations
past are not forgotten. In this cor-
ner of the world, a rare and fleet-
ing moment of time still enthralls.

azette
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Solar Eclipse
Draws Crowd

by Michael Bielawski

HARDWICK — Nearly a hun-
dred people stopped by the small
park by the swinging bridge to
check out the solar eclipse on Mon-
day afternoon. Its peak was at 2:41

pm.

Paul Fixx and the Jeudevine Li-
brary helped run the event.

Fixx said he had been organiz-
ing these viewings on his own in
years past and this year the library
jumped on board to turn it into
something bigger.

e Jeudevine set up a workshop
at Friday's farmers’ market, where
people made homemade _eclipse
viewers using boxes and other
household materials.

At Monday's event, there was
an assortment. of homemade and
modified viewers, telescopes, and
special glasses for observers to
choose from. Any attempt to look at
it without such devices could result,
in blindness.

“It was an amazing Lhmg Lhat
we got to witness,” Beth Cate
Hardwick said.

Other residents were just happy
for the gathering.

“It was great to see a big group of
people in town get together to ap-
preciate an evem in nature,” resi-
dent Amy Sun

aid.
Doug  Williamson, of Middle-

bury, said that he is anticipating
the next eclipse, set to take place
in 2024. That eclipses path of to-
tality is straight over Vermont,
meaning the sun will be complete
9 obscured.

“With a total eclipse, it will get
real dark, the hees will go back (to
ther hives) and the birds will sing
Uike a new day is starting]”

Wiliamson explained that if
even just one percent of the sun
is still shining, it does not get re-
ally dark out. There has not been
an eclipse tn eross the continent in
ninety-nine

For Hardwick, around 60 per-
cent of the sun was covered. Some
residents commented that tit was
a little darker for a mid-afternoon,
but nothing dram

Residonts Leo and Chad Woblers
were at the park to check it out.

“It’s pretty cool, good practice for
the next full one in eight years,”
Lee said.

There are between 2 and 5 solar
eclipses per year, and a total solar
eclipse happens every 12 years.
The longest total solar eclipse can
last 7.5 minutes.

During a total solar eclipse, tem-
peratures can cl matically
for a brief time. Animals will react
to the darkness as if it were the on-
set of night.

Residents Question
Proposed Hosmer
Pond Draft Rules

by Doug McClure

CRAFTSBURY — The contro-

mering for decades. Now th:
Department of Environmental Con-
servation (DEC) has issued draft
rules that favor the use of power-
boats, some people are willing to
speak out about how they feel, even
if they aren’t always comfortable
being name

The consensus among residents
who spoke with The Gazette is
Tt e Crafatun ury Outdoor Cen-
ter (COC) — which states that its
sculling program alone adds $1.2
million to the local economy — has
voluntarily scaled back its summer
recreational sculling program to
accommodate Chittenden County
State’s Attorney George.
George, who is representing her-
self, her family and an un]
number of neighbors, a
the COC is “monopolizing” th
Iake. She has stated that she wants
to use a high-speed motorboat to
water-ski. According to the town’s
Grand List, her family owns four
pxopemes on the pond.

On 5, with no press release
to announce it, the DEC issued a
proposed change to the Use Of Pub-

lic Waters (UPW) rules, specific to
Great Hosmer Pond. The change
adds a single parsgraph to the
UPW roles, which =

of racing i
ing seulls s proubited on the Pond
Detween the hours of 1:00pm and
4:00pm, and the hours of 7:00 pm
and sunrise, from the last Saturday
in May through the first Monday in
September.”

The DEC justified the change, in

part, by citing an exception to
Heandard rules that -despite having
less than 30 contiguous acres out-
side the shoreline safety zone, the
Water Resources Board, in its 1095
Raules, determined that high-speed
boating is a normal use on this wa-
ter body.

The process for changing UPW
rules was created in 1995 “to estab-
lish the framework for a coherent
management policy within which
conflicts that develop can be ad-
dressed in the best interests of all

Vermonters.”

According to Commissioner of the
mental Con-

pre-rulemaking process in which

e Agency is currently engaged
was initiated by the Agency, pursu-
ant to its authority under 10 V.S.A.
See RULES, Page Four

Hardwick

Select

Board: Construction
Updates and
Some New Ideas

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK — The select board
met to discuss town business on the
August 17.

Jon Jewett reported that the
South Main Street project is on
schedule. They are planning to
complete the last of the curbing be-
fore schol starts on the 25th.

W

ect is now compl
cleanup, according to Jewett. While
it took longer than expected, all
that is left is removing equipment,
from its temporary storage location
near the former town garage.
Jewett asked and received ap-
proval for using Jennifer Brodsky,
of Kitchen Table Consultants,
to conduct an industrial expan-
sion feasibility study. Of the three
“highly capable” people, she pre-
sented him with the most detailed
offer, Jewett said. The funding
comes from a planning grant. Se-
lect board member Danny Hale
motioned to approve the process
and board member Shari Cornish
seconded, with everyone agreeing
this process was long overdue.
Discussion turned to the yellow
barn site, with Jewett reminding
the board that the funding was

conditional on it staying in public
hands for at least twenty years;
even if it were sold after that, it
could not change function. Jewett
suggested that Hardwick take its
time to find the best way to use the
funding, given there are two years
to decide.
ewett said the town is look-
ing to hire a hydrologist to find a
supplemental water source for the
town, given the town’s water comes
from two wells in the same aqui-
fer, which is also in an industrial
park. He said that land owned by
the Hardwick Electric Department
(HED) looks promising and might
provide that source. The first of the
current wells dates back to 1049,
the second to 1967. The new loca-
tion is in a different aguifer and
more isolated. The
tion is that HEI
installing a solar field at that lo-
cauon, but Jewett said indications
e two uses of the 360-acre
pmpeny are not incompatible.
Jewett also reported that there
is a plan to fix the rope lights and

See UPDATES, Page Four



