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Kevin Broderick harvests hops at Whitefield Hop Yard in East Hardwick. Thé vinos will be fed into o
harvester, which strips the cones off for processing.

East Hardwick Hops Farm
Fall Harvest Successful

by Doug McClure

EAST HARDWICK — Fall has
settled in early this bright Sat-
urday morning, with the mer-
cury just above forty degrees.
Mike Noyes of Wicked Bines
Farm’s hops harvester is purring
away, stripping the cones from
the plants; Kevin Broderick and
Karen navigate the row of centen-

nial hops, she driving the trac-
tor, he perched atop a twelve-foot,
tall structure made from pallets,
two-by-fours, cables, and opti-
mism that allows him to cut the
plants free of the overhead cables
and ropes. Karen’s sons, Kyle and
Taylor Ducharme, and a neighbor
axe helping sih the harvest.

.y are harvested from
their vines, the hops cones 5o into

a drying cabinet — called an oast
— for eight hours. After drying out
to eight-to-ten percent moisture
content, the hops can be stored in a
cooling unit for an extended period.
Next, the hops are put into a hop-
per, which stirs them and deposits
them onto a conveyor belt. The belt
feeds them to a hammer-mill, which
powderizes them. Another convey-
See HOPS, Page Five

Final First Friday Finishes

with Fiery and Frosty Finale

by Michael Bielawski

HARDWICK — A chilly First
Friday attracted a few dozen music
fans in front of the Hardwick Inn
for live music and hot food, with
many more passing through. About
a dozen vendors took part.

“At least it's not raining,” event

towners throughout the evening.
The band for the evening was
Senior Moment, the longtime stan-
dard, which plays light rock and
folk music at First Fridays.
ther big draw was a solar-
powered bouncy house, set up by
Sun Common, with several kids at
a time burning off sugar-calories
while parents enjoyed the event
of the biggest new attrac-
tions to First Friday was Wicked
Tasty Food, a retired full-sized
school bus that is painted purple.
The “bustaurant’ served American
classics, as well as noodle bowls, to
hungry Visitors.
T yranted to work for myself, co-
See FRIDAY, Page Fiv

Pphoto by Vanessa Fournier
Right, Fire Spinner Jude EIf
ord, of Walden, performed._to
music after dark on First Fri
day, September 1.

Hardwick Elementary
Water Tests ngh For Lead

Hardwick Elementary
and Hazen on Bottled Wa-
ter “Out of an Abundance
of Caution;” “Hardwick
Water is Safe.”

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK — A single test
for lead at Hardwick Elementary
the summer came back at
double the level where the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA)
requires action to be taken.

According to Orleans South Su-
pervisory_ Union (OSSU) Facility
Director Jeff Lecours, a preschool
teacher used a state-supplied lead
testing kit in one location. The “ac-
tion level” used by the EPA is 15
parts per billion; the sample came
back at 30 parts per billion, accord-
ing to Lecours.

Both Hardwick Elementary and
Hazen Union are using bottled
water until the results from a new
round of tests, which were per-
formed last Friday, September 2,
come back, Lecours says, “out of an
abundance of caution.”

dwick Elementary School
anmynl Patrick Pennock declined
to comment.
cours says that he is not con-
cerned, because it was one test, in
one location, done during the sum-
mer, when there would not have

been water regularly used and
could have been sitting in pipes
for a long time. The standard pro-
cedure for any water test, called a

photo by Vanessa Fournier
Three hundred thirty-one cases of water were donated to Hardwick
Elementary and Hazen Union School on August 30 by Walmart.
Fern Royer, a parent of students at Hardwick Elementary and
Hazen Union and an employee of Walmart, asked the company to
donate the water for the schools.

flush test, is to use multiple sites
and test by running the water for a
period before sampling.

Lecours also said that the OSSU

had the samples driven up to
dyne's Williston lab for exyedlbed
testing. They hope to have results
back before Friday, September 9,

dent John Madigan, of KD Asso
ates, a South Burlington environ-
mental testing firm, collected the
samples.

Hardwicks schools are not re-
quired to and do not regularly test
for lead in the water, as they are
on Hardwick’s town water system.
Most schools with their own wa-
ter systems are considered public
water systems and testing at the
school iz mandatory, according

the Department of Health's
(DO Lot Cragin. Schools with
their own wells are not, if they
serve under 25 person. For these
schools, testing is voluntary, Cra-
gin says.

Town Manager Jon Jewett says
Hardwick's water is supplied from
aquifers underground, which is a
first level of very effective filtering.
The town tests for bacteria monthly
and for copper and lead every three
years. Most other pollutants have
Tevels so low that the required test-
ing interval is three to nine years.
The 2015 test of Hardwick's water
quality showed an average level of

ts per billion for lead, accord-
ing to Jewett.
see HES , Page Ten

Water Quality Monitoring Not
Just an Issue for Hardwick Schools

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK — According to the
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), several public water systems
in our area have been issued viola-
tions for excessive coliform bacte-
ria, which are indicator organisms,
meaning their presence indicates
the possibility of disease-causing
bacteria in the water. Many have
also been eted for manitoring viola-

ions.

u is important to remember the
data on water safety is at best in-
complete; the EPA says it is “aware
of inaccuracies and under-reporting

of some data in the Safe Drinking
Water Information System. We are
working with the states to improve
the quality o the data.”

The EPA maintains a Safe Drink-
ing Water Information System (SD-
WIS), which contains information
about public water systems and
their violations of EPA's drinking
water regulations. The list is not
completely accurate: several local
systems appear to be missing from
the database.

Bearing in mind the Safe Drink-
ing Water Information System’s
limitations and_inaccuracies, the
following is the EPA’s status report

on local water systems:

Cabot Town: A violation of maxi-
mum_contaminant levels for coli-
form bacteria was issued in Decem-
ber, 2014 that was resolved to state
compliance in August, 2015.

Calais Elementary School: EPA
records show a violation for failure
to test for lead in October, 2016.
The last reported action was a state
technical assistance visit in No-
vember, 2016.

Craftshury Elementary: A viola-
tion was issued in December 2014
for coliform bacteria. It was re-
solved by January 2015.

East Calais: The state issued a

notice of violation for failure to test
for lead in the water on November
016, after an initial compli-

ance failure in Octol

East Hardwick: A violation was
issued in November, 2016 for fail-
ure to test for E. Coli

Elmore: A second violation for co-
liform bacteria was issued in June,
2015, and state compliance was
achieved in October, 2015.

Greenshoro: A violation was is-
sued in July, 2015 for coliform bac-
teria, which resulted in a boil water
order. Compliance with the state
was achieved six months later. The
See MONITORING, Page Ten

Great Hosmer Pond Rule Change on Hold

by Doug McClure

CRAFTSBURY — The Agency of
Natural Resources (ANR)Depart-
ment of Environmental Conserva-
tion (DEC) draft rule restricting
sculling on Greater Hosmer is on
hold for the moment.

e next step in enacting the
change is to submit the text of the
proposed new rule to the Legisla-
tive ith

Commissioner Emily Boedecker,
the new rule was not submitted to
LCAR in August; the deadline for
submission to get on the agenda for
the next LCAR meeting is Septem-
ber 18.

“We need to be talking about so-
lutions and not just raising objec-
tions to other uses of the pond. I
deliberately released the draft rule
in advance of formal rulemaking to

Ru]es (LCAR). Accordlng to DEC

how an el

lectric bike works to Margot Eastman. The p

ark this rule
and other potential solutions” Bo.

Pphoto by Vanessa Fournier
Larry Gilbert (right), of Zoombikes in aEast Montpelior, cxplaing

sentation

was part of the Septembor 3 locisic vehicle ovent hosted by the
Craftsbury Farmers Market and the Craftsbury Energy Committee.

edecker wrote in a DEC communi-
cation.

The comments the ANR received
range from eliminating commereial
use on the pond altogether, to “ban
all motorboats,” according to the re-
lease.

The draft ruling seems to have
exacerbated a decades-old conflict.
Chittenden County’s States Attor-
ney Sarah George became a light-
ning rod in the process by advocat-
ing the rule change early on.

“Somebody needed to step in and

e a rule,” said East Calais resi-
dent Conrad Carey, who owns prop-
erty on the pond. “Sarah George
got a bad rap. To say it's politically
oriented is just not true. Someone
had to stand up for us and she did.
We have tried to get at least week-
ends where we can go out there.”

e other side in the argument
says that no new rules are need-
ed. Craftsbury Outdoor Center’s
See HOSMER, Page Ten

Cold Weather
Tests Resilient
Farmers’ Market

by Michael Bielawski

HARDWICK — Tough weather
has tested vendors at the weekly
Hardwick Farmers’ Market all sea-
son long, starting with the first half
of the season, when it rained almost

every week. The weather has been
nice for most of August, but now it
is getting cold. On Friday, tempera-
tures hovered in the fifties.

“Today's been tough,” market
manager Carey Crozier said of last
Friday's market. “The weather has
been tough, for sure.”

Crozier used to be a vendor her-
self, selling Korean kimchi and
other jarred products before tak-
ing over as market manager last
year. She offered a couple of other
Teasons, besides the weather, why
things may have slowed

“People don't have to come me here
for organics,” she sai

She said today organic foods have
earned spots in most mainstream
grocery stores, perhaps lessening
need for the markets.

Croir painted out an increased

esence of farmers’ markets, in-
Eluding at Craftsbury, Greenshors,

and Morsisvills. Often many of the
same vendors appear at thes:

However, she said, there are still
great reasons to take part.

“Is still a great place for small
businesses to come in and test the
waters,” she said, noting the low
overhead compared to starting a
store.

There were still bright spots and
happy vendors on Friday. A band
played live string music, kids rode
bikes on the pump track, and locals
mingled and chatted. A handful of
vendors shared their reports.

“It’s been alright,” Raymond De-
wan, owner of Nepali Himalayan
Cuisine, said. “Hardwick is always
the best; the people are always sup-

rtive.’

o

Dewan’s business has been a
staple for fried rice, veggies, curry,
meats, samosas, and more over re-
cent years at the market.

Barbara Hughes, of Pinebrook
Farm, 'in Westfield _sells _jams,
salsas, pies, sauerkraut, an
other products for five years ond
counting.

“Amazing,” she said. “That's OK
See MARKET, Page Te:
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WISH SOMEONE
YOU LOVE
AHAPPY ANNIVERSARY
Call the Gazette at

(802) 472-6521
or ads@hardwickgazette.com

SPECIAL EVENTS
get special attention
with a front page ad.

Call the Gazette at

(802) 472-6521
for immediate results.

WISH SOMEONE
SPECIAL
AHAPPY BIRTHDAY
with a front page ad

Call the Gazette at
(802) 472-6521

SELLIT FAST
WITH A FRONT PAGE AD.
Call the Gazette at

(802) 472-6521
for immediate results.

COLOR SELLS!
Call the Gazette for special
advertising color rates

(802) 472-6521

DO YOU SEE THIS?
So will 7,500 of our readers, your
friends and neighnors.
Try our new front page ads

or om
for immediate results.

com
(802) 472-6521




