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Hardwick Pitches Adding 
a Cop for Greensboro
by June Pichel Cook

GREENSBORO — The 
Hardwick Police Department 
(HPD) formed thirty-seven years 
ago with 5 officers, 2 police cruis-
ers and a military surplus truck. 
Sans the military surplus truck, 
the HPD currently has 7 officers, 
4 police cruisers, and a K9 Depart-
ment. Greensboro contracted for 48 
hours of coverage per week in 1980; 
today it contracts 24x7 at a cost of 
$218,000/year.

HPD Chief Aaron Cochran met 
with the select board last week to 
give an overview of the department, 
incident police calls, and criminal 
offenses. The HPD is seeking an-
other officer for the force and is ap-
plying for a COPS Hiring Program 
grant. The Hardwick Select Board 
voted to have Chief Cochran go for-
ward with the grant application.

Cochran’s detailed analysis 
showed the growth of the HPD 
over the last 37 years, increased 
incident police calls and criminal 

offenses. 
The last HPD officer hired was in 

2001, sixteen years ago. 
The new officer would serve as 

a detective. Chief Cochran said 
hiring a detective allows focused 
investigations and allows patrol 
officers more time in the commu-
nity. Officers currently serve as 
investigators and patrol officers. 
Patrol officers handle detection and 
response to criminal activity; detec-
tives handle the investigation side 
of the criminal activity.

“An officer can’t be doing commu-
nity policing or road patrol during 
the time that’s spent on preparing 
a case or investigating.”

Federal recommendations for 
police officer safety is 2.1 offi-
cers per 1,000 of population. The 
2010 Hardwick census was 3,010; 
Greensboro’s, 762. However, the 
population more than doubles in 
Greensboro during summer. The 
HPD covers 76 square miles in two 
counties, Orleans and Caledonia. 

In 2010, hiring an 8th officer was 

approved, but the decision was re-
tracted in 2011.

Police call volume from Greens-
boro has doubled since 2001, with 
407 calls in 2016, of which 44 were 
criminal offenses. Criminal offens-
es show a 57.14 percent increase 
over the past 2 years. 

In Hardwick, police incident calls 
have almost doubled since 2009, go-
ing from 1,887 to 3,584 last year, of 
which were 303 criminal offenses. 
In the last 5 years, criminal of-In the last 5 years, criminal ofIn the last 5 years, criminal of
fenses have jumped 212.37 percent.
Two years ago, at Norwich Univer-
sity, a statistics class studied the 
need for an additional officer. The 
conclusion was the statistics justi-
fied an additional officer, however, 
adding to the force was not ap-
proved.

“We didn’t hire an officer,” Chief 
Cochran said, “despite increasing 
crime rate and feeling it would con-
tinue on the rise. The COPS grant 
wasn’t out there and adding an offi-
cer at that point was still in limbo.”

Plainfield Gets Results of Speed Study
by Will Walters

PLAINFIELD — The results are 
in for a recently-completed first step 
of a speed study in Plainfield. Dan 
Currier of the Central Vermont Re-
gional Planning Commission, which 
conducted the study, explained the 
results to the select board at its re-
cent meeting.

Currier explained that a full 
speed study involved a number 
of variables: the speed of each car 
surveyed, the number of cars, the 
number and which days of the week 
were used in the survey, the config-
uration of the road and its accident 

history.
The data Currier reviewed at the 

meeting focused on the speed of 
the cars. Six separate counts were 
made in the village and town. Two 
counts were conducted on Brook 
Road, one on Barre Hill and one 
on Middle Road. Two more counts 
were completed on Lower Road the 
week after the first four were done.

Currier said that the Agency of 
Transportation uses the 85th per-
centile speed in setting speed lim-
its for state roads. By definition, 
85 percent of the measured traf-85 percent of the measured traf85 percent of the measured traf
fic traveled at the 85th percentile 
speed, or slower.

The counting was done for a full 
week at each site. Currier said the 
two 25 m.p.h. zones are where the 
majority of drivers were found to be 
speeding.  Board member Alexan-
dra “Sasha” Thayer noted that the 
charts show that in the area below 
Cameron Road on Brook Road, most 
people were traveling 15 m.p.h. 
above the speed limit and the speed 
for most cars on Barre Hill was 39 
m.p.h. at the speed radar sign.

Bram Towbin said the informa-
tion indicates that the radar sign is 
having an effect on drivers’  speeds. 
He noted that the hill is steep and 
he would assumed that the speeds 

would be higher, if the drivers were 
not trying to obey the speed limit. 
Currier said, however, that the 
drivers were probably braking for 
the stop sign at the bottom of the 
hill. 

Currier discussed study results 
for a section of Brook Road. He said 
of the approximately 1,200 vehicles 
that went over the counters, only 4 
were above 60 m.p.h. and two were 
between 66 and 70 m.p.h. 

Data shows that on Barre Hill, 91 
percent of vehicles are traveling in 
excess of the 25 m.p.h. speed limit, 
including two clocked vehicles ap-
proaching 60 m.p.h.

Craftsbury Schools 
Expect 25+% Growth
by June Pichel Cook

CRAFTSBURY — Despite de-
creasing school populations in oth-
er school districts, the Craftsbury 
School Board faces a different chal-
lenge. Orleans Southwest Supervi-
sory Union (OSSU) Superintendent 
Joanne LeBlanc shared 10-year 
school population projections with 
the board at its meeting last week, 
and the Craftsbury forecast calls 
for an increase in students.

The board had planned a com-
munity meeting for Wednesday, 
November 15, to discuss whether 
or not the town should build a new 
elementary school.  At last week’s 
meeting, the date was changed 
to Wednesday, November 29, at 
6:00 p.m. in the Common Room of 
Craftsbury Academy.

LeBlanc’s report indicated that, 
ten years from now, the school 
population is estimated at 194 stu-
dents, of whom 91 would be PreK-
4 students and 103 would be in 
grades 5-12.   Currently, there are 
152 students, of whom 64 are PreK-
4 and 88 in grades 5-12.  The esti-
mated number of home-schooled 
children is 10. LeBlanc said that 
parents often home school in el-
ementary and middle grades, then 
enroll their children in high school.  
Birth rates, family mobility, and 
tuition students are all variables in 
the projection.

“The community is growing and a 
lot of people want to come and live 
in our community,” Board Chair 
Harry Miller said.

At an earlier meeting, LeBlanc 
reported that Craftsbury Elemen-

tary School was nearing capacity. A 
short-term solution may be busing 
4th graders to the upper campus. 
Principal Merri Greenia said the 
situation could be resolved for next 
year without busing 4th graders. 
The immediate plans are to house 
the 1st grade in a single-grade 
classroom and combine 2, 3, and 4 
into different configurations. The 
teachers are very experienced, and 
it’s possible to implement this ap-
proach without renovations.   

What happens the following year 
depends on the kindergarten num-
bers.  

Vice Chair Mary Lou Rylands 
said the elementary school is not 
attractive and is very bleak. The 
building does not have an office 
area.  She added that a design for 
a new facility should encompass 
pre-K and offer child-care.  She ex-
plained that the REACH program 
does not cover pre-K.

Offering multiple pre-K pro-
grams and sharing space with the 
Craftsbury Saplings was suggested 
as an option to research. 

Melissa Jacobs of the Craftsbury 
Saplings said her group has 
a 2-year contract at the East 
Craftsbury Presbyterian Church 
facility.  They have 12 slots for chil-
dren aged 18-months to 5 years. 
There is a child-care need for chil-
dren under 3 years old, she noted.  
The Craftsbury Saplings is a pri-
vate non-profit that began offering 
its services in September.  Jacobs 
said they are evaluating whether to 
renovate or build a facility. 

“Child-care is a statewide issue,” 
see GROWTH, 10 

see HPD, 4

War Veteran Speaks to Students 
About Veterans Day and Service
by Michael Bielawski

HARDWICK — Local Iraq War 
veteran Sergeant 1st Class Archie 
Hodgdon from Hardwick spoke 
with 12 grade four Lakeview stu-
dents last Thursday about Veter-
ans Day, the American Flag, be-
ing away from home in a war, and 
more. Hodgdon has been in the 
service for 27½ years, including 14 
months in Iraq during 2003 and 
2004, where he saw combat on mul-
tiple occasions.

Lakeview teacher Danzi Slayton 

has invited him to speak to her 
class in the past.

“Last year, she had some kids 
that were kind of on the fence about 
whether to believe in the flag or 
not,” Hodgdon said. “She brought 
me to the school and I explained 
some things to them about what 
the flag meant to me and others in 
our community.”

He said it went well enough that 
he was asked to come back.

“Today’s kids were incredible. 
Every one of them had at least one 
question and some had several,” he 

said. “It was just great to get a feel 
for how today’s young people feel 
about the military as a whole.”

He said there were a lot of ques-
tions about his current career in the 
military. He speaks with other sol-
diers about staying in the military 
and career opportunities such as 
the National Guard. He also meets 
with active-duty family members to 
discuss what is going on with their 
loved ones overseas.

“[I] talk to family members about 
what is going on over there, what’s

see VETERAN, 10

Peacham School 
District Vote Upcoming
by Will Walters

WALDEN — A vote will be held 
on November 27 by the Peacham 
School District to determine if 
Peacham will join the Caledonia 
Cooperative Unified School dis-
trict in a 3x1 configuration, with 
Peacham on one side of the district 
and Barnet, Walden and Waterford 
as the other side.

Peacham will be kept separate 
from the other schools because it is 
a K-6 school, while the others are 
K-8.

The 3x1 structure is a new ap-
proach to meeting Act 46 require-
ments.

Voting will be done by Australian 
ballot at the Peacham Town Clerk’s 
office from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. The vote 
must pass for the Caledonia Coop-
erative District to begin operations 
on July 1, 2018. 

Principal Liz Benoit briefly re-
ported on the math and literacy 
goals for the school. She said that 

she will report back to the board on 
the recent assessments taken by 
the students. The literacy goal is 
for 80 percent of students in grades 
K-8 to be at benchmark by June 
1, 2018 and meeting grade-level 
expectations for reading compre-
hension, based on district-required 
assessments. The math goal is for 
90 percent of students to solve four 
out of five word problems that can 
include multiple steps by June 1, 
2018.

The position of nurse is still va-
cant, and the school is seeking sub-
stitutes. The Thanksgiving break 
will be November 22-25.

Benoit told the board that esti-
mates for tiling for two classrooms 
and the purchase of folding chairs 
and a floor buffer machine total ap-
proximately $10,000. 

Superintendent Mathew Forest 
gave a brief introduction to ALICE 
(Alert, Lock Down, Inform, Coun-
ter, Evacuate), a response approach

see PEACHAM, 10

Woodbury Backs Out of Clean 
Water Act Participation
by Michael Bielawski

WOODBURY —The select board, 
acting on the advice of its road 
crew, decided that participation in 
Act 64, known as the Clean Water 
Act, would be an inefficient use of 
the road crew’s time and resources. 
The law requires communities to 
rebuild Class 4 roads located near 
waterways to mitigate contamina-
tion of water supplies.

The rationale for the law is that 
Lake Champlain has been getting 
high levels of contaminants over 
the years and one of the suspected 
contributors is water runoff from 
Vermont’s extensive network of 
dirt roads.

According to the Act, each town is 
responsible for hydrologically-con-
nected segments of Class 4 roads, 
although the board noted this stan-
dard is still in draft form.

Board chair Michael Gray noted 
that the extra roadwork is causing 
some rumblings among road crews 
elsewhere in the state. He said he 
heard on the radio that some com-
munities in the southern portion of 
the state were having trouble with 
complying with the Act.

Hardwick Town Manager Jon 
Jewett has stated during past se-
lect board meetings that there are 
other suspected culprits for the 
contamination of Lake Champlain, 

such as river-bank erosion, which 
need to be considered before towns 
commit substantial resources to ex-
tra roadwork.

The roadwork uses federal grant 
money, which is allocated to com-
munities via the Regional Planning 
Commission. The process is not 
moving as efficiently as the town 
would like.

“My gut feeling is this whole thing 
has been kind of confusing from the 
beginning. I talked with Dan [RPC 
geographical information systems 
manager Dan Currier] about if we 
don’t sign the contract. Is this going 
to compromise the project? He said 
no,” Gray said.

Gray said it’s getting late in the 
season as far as getting any work 
done for this year. The deadline 
to get the work done is by June of 
next year, which leaves too small of 
a window to commit at this point. 
Other communities may still be on-
board.

“The project [which involves 
two other communities, including 
Calais] would still go forward with 
or without Woodbury’s participa-
tion,” said Gray.

Another consideration is that 
Woodbury’s financial resources 
may already be too limited.

“My initial reaction is, just look-
ing at the budget, it would be very 
tight,” said board member Tom 
Lindsay. “And since we didn’t al-
locate any funds in this fiscal year 

for it, I might step away from that.”
Gray also pointed out that a lot of 

Class 4 roads haven’t seen vehicle 
traffic beyond ATVs in years, so it 
may make more sense to reclassify 
them as trails at this point.

In other road crew news, there 
was some truck trouble for an old 
backup six-wheeler in the fleet. 
Road crew chief Greg Parkhurst 
suggested it may not pass its next 
inspection as the brakes are having 
problems. The board decided to get 
an estimate on the cost for a fix be-
fore deciding a course of action.

The town is considering switch-
ing its street lights from the cur-
rent hydrogen-gas powered ones to 
LED lamp, as Hardwick did with 
its 300-plus lights a few years ago.

While the LEDs are cheaper to 
run and have directional white 
light compared to the orange glow 
of the gas lights, there are only 
about a dozen street lights in the 
whole town, so the operational cost 
savings may not offset the higher 
purchase cost of LED lamps. Also,  
the current lights are on a 30-year 
lease with Hardwick Electric and 
the lease is only ten years old. Ef-the lease is only ten years old. Efthe lease is only ten years old. Ef
ficiency Vermont may help pay off 
the lease if the town were to com-
mit to the LEDs. The town will 
continue to discuss the matter with 
Hardwick Electric and work on a 
memorandum of understanding.

The town is still working on
see WOODBURY, 4


