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The newly hung Season's Greetings banners
Hardwick Village following the first significant snow of the year.
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Wind-Damaged
Plainfield May
Get Assistance

by Will Walters

PLAINFIELD — ber
wind stom hit lenﬁeld Sangor

an some nding
toums, oo of the v serions
situations were the closing of Route
2 for hours from fallen trees at the
pulloff_on rom
Goddard College and the closing of
Country Club Road for a few days.

bin said approximately $10,000 of

lamage was done that the town
will pay for, and that upwards of
$100,000 of damage was done over-

. The town's expense comes from
time spent by the fire department,

erations,
tree damage, but no damage to the

roads,
Select board member Ross Sneyd
commented on the excelent cloan-

up wor
‘workers. Pictures of the storm da-
ige can be seen at plainfieldhazard.

com.

‘The Federal Emergency Manage-
‘ment Agency (FEMA) can give the
See DAMAGED, 4

New Holding Company
Buys Big Yellow Barn

by Mich:
HARDWICK — The “Big Yel-
ow Bam” and_ previous site of
Greenshoro Garage has long been
a Hardwick landmark, especially

lawski

history, with its latest chapter be-
ing e to a holding company
called 1781 Group LLC.

josed on it last Tuesday
the 215t 30 we sold the property in

Marshfield Select Board Dogged by
Owner’s Ongoing Compliance Issues

by Will Walters
MARSHFIELD — Vivian Davis

some concerns with the fence you

fence and it did not surround the
property. The fence was a plastic
one, and it only ran across the front
Davis said she did not think it

had to go around the property.
fence was required by the
board in 3 protective order issued
o Davis because of ites to
passersby on the public road. One
bite was to the lower leg of a small
girl; she needed medical attention

because of it. Complaints against

coming onto the road have
been roceived by the board for over
ive years.

Davis said the plastic fence was
strong enou a tree has fallen
on it and it is holding up the tree.

in said it only goes across the
vard, and not across the driveway,
the dogs can come out into the
DOGGED, 3

Snow covers the Veterans* Memoris! Wallin Harawick. T

ohoto by Doug McClure

Service members who served after September 11, 2001.

Handwick,”prior owmer Tim Nisbet

b he prior few decades, the lo-
ation has been all about cars, Nis-
bet bought the property in 19
ran it 8 an auto repair shop and
used car lot named Greensboro Ga-
rage. Prior to that, it was a used car
facility owned by Tony

nsboro Garage was original-
Iy in Greensboro, founded in 1971
attho same location where i s be-

ing run by acasse, whom
hesoldit o 201

For the last two years, Nisbet has
been selling off inventory. He said

everything 1 gone and the buildng
is structurally sound, it Sjust needs
acoat of p:

Ho said this latest development
is a big relief.

[l o nonperforming st
for the past two years,” he
“There's all the overhead of keep:
ing it open and going, tazes and

water and elect ‘ou name it.
Andt with o meome, that can be
problem.

Thel781 Group will decide the

next steps for the building. The

organization's main spokesperson

is local Vermont Soy and Vermont
atural Coatings owner Andre

g Meyer, who o ey Nw Zea.

According to town manager Jon

Jewett, the Center for an Agricul-

: partnered

with the town to obtain a $250,000

nt from the Northern Borders

Regional Commission to help buy
the building.

Sarah Waring of the Center for
an_ Agricultural Economy  shed
some light on the buildings future.

“Two Years ago, the VCRD (Ver-
mont Council on' Rural Develop-
ment) Community Visit process
identified that our businesses (both
downtown and in_the industrial
park) need more support -

they wat more visiiley, otc. Singe

that time, CAE h n work-

ing with the Town of Hardwick on

how to best gather and assess these
needs.”

“We are in the midst of a feasibil-
ity study for a multi-tenant facility
of seme ind here i ik that

ould accommodate the growth,
change and tranitions we are sec:
ing. Forthe Town of Hardvwil, his
is the beginning of a lor

dustral park. For the CAR, its o
hance to bring our small incibator
See YELLOW, 3

Walgreens Purchases 1,900 Rite Aid Stores;
Changes Likely at Hardwick Location

by Michael Bielawski

HARDWICK — Walgreens re-
cently acquired 1932 of Rite Aid’s
stores for $4,375 billion. Stores
throughout the Northeast King-
t are beginning
the process of making the switch in
name and appe:
600 Rite Aid locations acquired by
Walgreens will close nationwide,

to by Vanessa Fournier

Sitclsawnere 7 Vermont

hardwickgazette.com
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according to company press releas-
es, primarily those in close proxim-

ity to another Rite Aid, or an exist-
ing Walgreens,

Officially, it has not yet been an-
nounced which stores are going to
changeover, as Rite Aid will still

function to a significant capacity.
“We will b a ltle bit smaler,
with about
id stores,”
tions person As

R.w Aid public rela-
shley Flower said.

But t0 a liquor license

application by Walgreens, approved

it ///1/////////:.‘ il
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by the Hardwick Select Board car-
Yir this manth, it appears hat the
Gimgeorer
“The store locations involved in
the transition are being confir
See RITE AID, 3
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The Dollar General on Fre. 14 South was issued two traiing violation from the Vet Department of Liuor

Dollar General Fails Alcohol,
Tobacco Compliance Checks

by Doug McClure

WICK — For the second

time in as many months, the Dol-

lar General store on Route 14 has

run into problems with the Ver:
ment of Liquor Control

(DLC! Enforcement’s spot checks

for complia

n both instances, the DLC c
ed Tllurs fo comply with traming

oLl erentproperly trained
C Tnvestigator Jerry
Employees hadnt boor. traed. 50

weissued aone-day susponsion.”

’s process involves a de-
lay, o Cote rhust fle @ report with
the DLC before they act. The first
violation Cote describes took place
in October. An emploee was not
properly trained to sell tobacco.
and most recent

declined to elaborate on either in-
stance.
For the first violation, the store

could not sell n the 24th of
November, according to the DLC.

most recent violation will re-

A e prcion o boh 1o

hol and tobacco sales on the 9th of
cember.

s compliance inspec-
tions are carried out without warn-
ing, according to Cote,

Bollar General Manager Dennis
Austin, who assumed his position

store in Williams
nstances as the res

of paperwork being misplaced and
miscommunication,
See COMPLIANCE, 4

Focks woro painted with words of kinanass at tho “Kindness Focks Hardvwick!” ovent okt
ine Memorial Library. The idea was to pa)

Somawhers around town for someons 1 find

Foto by Venessa Fournier

November 22 at the

int simall 0cks with @ positive message or picture and then hide them

FCC Proposes End to ‘Open Internet’
Rules — What It May Mean For You

by Doug McClure

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The
Federal Commanications Commis-
sion (FOC) rleased a draftorder on
e S o Rovemmber cnted e,
storing Internet Froedom” in which
it proposed ending net neutrality
rules that the Obama-era FCC es-
tablished in 2015. If, as expected,
the FCO adopts the draft at e next
meeting on December 1¢,it il bo
a seismic shift in the government's
approach to the internet.
e most basic definition of net
neutrality is that @ provider o in-
st treat all traf-
fic equally, the mew ord
change that to allow internet ser-
Vice providers to slow down, block,
or charge extra to websites selec-
tively.
posed order would_ re-
verse the 015 FCC rules which
re-classified  broadband  access

providers as a “common carriers,”
allowing the FCC to regulate pro-
viders and ensure that they treated
internet traffic equally. The 2015
rules relied on Title II of the 1934
Communications Ac’s defniton of

"The new order would change the
definition of interet service pro-
vision to an “information service,”
which would take most of the reg-

latory authority away from the
C.
Proponents of net neutrality

such as Google, Twitter, and Ama-
nding net neutral-

ity could do more than force large
ba s, such as Netflix, to
o ensure that their

content moves at the same speed as
g offered by a compet-

Lee, who is

credited with inventing the vorld-

which he said ‘In teday's world
per:
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ot and ectsn v
by just a fow providers
suggest they
ant o step ek and slloweoncen-

trated marke. players o pick i
and loser hm Ther talkcis
Gl sbout getting more people con:
bt what is the point i your
ISP only lets you watch the movies
ose, just like the old days

of cable?”

Supporters of the FCC's provi-

it is fair for them to be charged
more. ‘hairman Ajit Pai says
that according to providers like

WORK IN MONTPELIER?
Pick up all the news

THE HARDWICK GAZETTE
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MEADOW MART

AT&T, Comeast and Verizon, the
net neutrality rules have “slowed,
if not halted, the development and
leployment of innovative new of-
eritical of net neutrality rules as
arboring “hysterical prophecies of
doom.”

Comcast_asserted they do not
have any plans to take such mea-
sures, tweeting “We do not and will

ot block, throle, or discriminate
againstlawful content. We will con-
tinue to make sure that our policies
are clear and transparent for con-
sumers, m\d we il not change qur
commitment to these pri

onsolated  Conmunitations,

¢ new owner of Farpoint, has
apparently ot s  statement

Verison has asked the FCC t
take measures to block any state
e ntesly laws that sugltc be

ssed, and the FCC has included
Pengasge n i it does just.
that, prs-ompting any loalor state
law that uses consumer protecion
or other Justincations 4o enfore
net neutrality.

Michael Birnbaum, the CEO of
Tocally-owned Cloud Alliance and

ngdom Fi-
ber, offered his take on the net neu-
trality debate.

“Everyone is for net neutrality
— it’s like Mom and apple pie,” he
says. “But not everyone loves their
mom meddling in their lives, or
every apple ipe. Consumers
beliove that the intornet 15 their
utlty. They want it as available
as possible, as inexpensi
sible, and as unfettered s nosslble
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