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Hardwick Elementary Budget
Looking At 6¢ Budget Raise

by Michael Bielawski

HARDWICK — The FY2018 bud-
et numbers aro continuing to take

budget. The latest version has the
school's spending coming in under
the penalty threshold y the
state for per-pupilspending, with a
roposed increase of approximately
6 cent increase.

now maost_people_probably

told the board. "But 1 think its

worth noting that you are absorb-
ing roughly 2 cents of the state’s
ingrease of the defict”

The state has warned of an edu-
cation badet doht o m to $80

closer to 9 cents.

The penalty threshold is $17,816
ver equalized pupil (a weighted
student count ba esources
required per student). The actual
spending pe pupil for
HES is 17,497, an approximately

8900 increase over theprior year
Pembroke estimates a property

tax yield of 9482, but this hamber

s expected to change, he warned.

g question has been the
open enrollment for healtheare and
what kinds of pl
staff are going to choose. Pembroke
said savings have been found here.

pal Patrick Pen
items on the list — genie boards,
dloud operations software, floor
tiles, travel,

bien = u1dsave n Sddionsl

1.3 percent on the tax rate. .
There was an examination of
the apgrade. policy for lasoroom
technology devices, such as iPads
and Chromebooks. Supe nt
Joanne TeBlanc said that the pro-
fessional advice she gets suggests a
3-to~4 year functional life as an ide-
al replacement policy. After that,
the devices are expectd to start 10
break dow
‘make it go a little lon-
ger i you have o, but at some pornt
e are going to start to notice prob-
Tems,” she said.
See EL 10

Marshfield Takes Action to Control Dogs

by Will Walters

SHFIELD — The select

board ook steps to preserve b

y by requiring increased

conteal 6 Vivian Davis dogs when

it amended its protective order to

the dogs away from the public
md in fronf ofher hou

el a profetive o

Davis to build a metal

s o e o, 50 the dogs

cannot access ave

been numerous reports over five

years of the dogs going after pedes-

is year, one of them bit a

red med-

put a plastic

g
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s
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z
5
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but the dogs can go around it o get
onto the
"The ‘board amended its order,

which now requires Davis to keep
her dogs in a kennel whenever they
are not on a leash or in the ouse.
board will purchase the ken-
el it fands fom the pet control

[ postponed purchas-

ing a new loader urtil ater Town

voters have

questions on the budget before the
board authorizes a purchase.

will be no budget item

for slectranic speed sigas or radar

3 cart has been set

upon Cabot Road near the ntersec-

tion wit)

o permits wil bo roauired for
using part of Lanesboro Road for
i o through Groion St
Forest. The select board had no ob-
jections to the use of the road for

the race, but will require a permit

hoto by Vanessa Fournier

On December 19, 56 first and second graders, along with their eachers,
dana‘ed hat, mitons and coolios tt oy oo e Hardwiok Area Food

Auty [ ront) exoeutie diecior of e pantry. Stodents pictored (rom

front left)
Zedekiah Cloutier.

Jeremy Gonyaw, Will Halperin, Emily Merriam, Trentin Bolio and

for use of the highway for an aid
station.

The generator at the town ga-
rage is not large enough to power
the entire building. An estimate of
$15,374 for a new generator has
been received. The town will secl
a hazard mitigation grant for the
generato

Em5|en control projects were

mpleted on Jake Martin Road,

Maple Hill Road, Cassidy Road,
and Nasmith Brook

quest for reimbursement will
submitted under the terms of the
grant for the projects.

Board member Jim Barlow said

that in the event of an emergency,
Mountain Power (GMP) will
notify the town, but GMP has no
responsibility for emergency re-
sponse. The F e Department | has
a plan for responding, but the plan
{s'10% in whiting. Basiow offered to
plan in writing, with assis-
tance from the Fire Department.
The plan oulines response mea-
sures in the case of an emergen
involving the dam at Molly's mu
Fond, which i ownsd by G
Mountain Power. The pond is now
part of the new Aol Fale Pond
State

March 25th: Vermont’s Congressmen Visit Hardwick

10 by Vanessa Fournier

Vermont's Congressional Delegation visited Hazen Union on March 25, 2017. Lot to right: B e Sanios 7
Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-VT), and Rep. Peter Welch (D-VT).

Hardwick: Taxes, Fires,
Construction, and Cops

Select Board Approves
COPS Grant for
New Police Officer

by Michael
WICK — Pending taxpay-

laws}

Sopt . $125,000 grant Lo help pay
for hiring another officer

jost another chapter
in'a long.standing, debate, For

number of years, Hardwick Police
Bepiment dhet Aon Cochran
t station is

functioning with fewer officers than
what federal guidelines suggest for
a population the size of Hardwick's

Tice “to continue its aggressive work
fighting the opioid epidemnic in Ver-
mont.”

Cochran had approached _the
select board early in the year, re-
auesting approval to pursue the

Hardwick Select Board Debates
Public Use of Memorial Building

by Michael Bielawski

WICK — The select board
meeting spent a good portion of a
onehour special meeting listening
to director of the Jeudevine Music
Sl Ely Lansiner, outine &
request for two events to be held
on the third floor of the Memorial
Building.
The decision th

on this policy could set a precedent
for future use of the space by of

own manager Jon Jewett said.
“The artwork up there is irreplace-
We put a few thousand dollars

into painting and fixing the walls
because they were all broken and
don't want to see

16’ just like

.

that happen again.

Another issue is that the room
is in relatively femand and
“there aren't a whole lot of gaps in
aweel o uso that space, according
to board member

One_request
event for the Mobilization for Pol-
The group
advocates for pollinating creatures.
The board did not find this event
controversial
e second request stirred up a
bit more debate. It
is part of a Buffalo
Mountain Co-op learning exchange.
This event would be held twice a
montl

Lanxner stated that these ac-

tivitiesare commanity benefits and
eriteria to warrant
use of the room.

The primary concern is that this
is a very old building, full of old
paintings and light fixtures. Appar-
ently, the last time there was some
gymnastics-type_event up. there,

ings did not end well

“That's like a museum up there,

have an estimate of

not_allow any activities whic
might entail that kind of liability.
She said there would be moderate
forms of dance, but nothing wild
like the incident Jewett referenced.

would need specific times and dates
before it could make a final deci-
sion on the dance class. Lanxner
also expected to look at smaller
rooms for the pollinator project, on

account of the heating costs.
so on the subject of heating,
the board debated on how to heat
wrage main structure,

which uses wood heat

aid the current system is

4

not efficies
‘Board chair Eric Remick agreed.

“It just doesn't make sense to pay
our .d wood into [the boil-
erl when we want them on the roa
plowing.” he said

member Korey Barclay re-
iterated that some form of action is

T agree we have to do something
about heating, because this year we
just (bought) firewood to get it out
of the way,”
dit for the building, so it can move
make an i decision about
the heating system. Board m
ers sce saveral potsniial uses (or
the building by the road crew and
er entities, even after the new
old storage bding is constructed

2

“The board also approved Jewett
signing loan documents that refi-
nance and forgive the interest on
current loans on buildings owned
by the Lamoille Housing Parer-
hip and Housing Vermont. The
Boards final approval 1 §
legal review by the
there is an unusual r
the town_temporarily
right to repurchase the building in
the event of a bankruptcy, which
he board was not fond of

Jewett said he consulted with
town attorney
matter.

v Bill Davies on t

aid they waited until the
week before [the select board meet-
ingl and said we've

your agenda.”

COPS grant. He stated that officers
were involved in_administrative
and investigative duties that could
take them off the streets the street
for substantial amounts of t

“Each patrol officer is carrying,
for example, bad check cases. The

atrol offi andling those
cases,” he said to the select board
in June. “That should be something

that goos onto the detective’s desk
to handle during the da
el oo ot e ot 1 the
community working to detect DUIs,
‘working to detect excessive s
ran has also
the opioid_epidemi
ardyick and the sumundmg re-
gion. There was a large drug bust
s year, during which the po-
Tice confiscated 65 bags of heroin,
sh, and a 38-caliber re.
volver.
“You are seeing a huge heroin
problem _coming into these small
you see that, you see
the crime rate go up,” Cochran said.

orey Barclay have each ex-
pressed concerns about the cost to

payers.

“It’s a really big cost.” Remick
said. “We can also look to address
yur schools with more op-

school program]. Board men
Danny Hale has expressed his sup-
port for the initiative. Board mem-

if there’s any way that the depart-
ment can measure the results of
"o Dows pot, Cochran had said
any method of measuring the im-
pact would likely be experimental.
Ho added that there could be an
initial rise in crimes report
ore staff would be on hand to take

S. Department of Justice's

Sheet, CHP awards “provide up
t 75 percent of the entry-level
COPS, 10

YEAR
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RDWICK — For the town
that granite built, it was another
busy year fo select boards, schoot
boards, road crews, and business
developme
e "o ihe biggest headlines
again_involved school bud-
gets, road infrestructure projets,
economic development, community
gatherings and quesnem about the
size of the police
e of the bigeest changes an
Main Stroet happened at The Go-
< Comnelly sold the 127
yexreldnwsvﬂpext Ray and Ki
Small, who took over and complet-
el et vt mid Febroany
Connelly and his late wife, Susan
the paper in

test to sell the newspaper. For a
ry fee, contestants had

the chancé to win the newspaper
pelling essay. The

ally, from the New York Times to
Al Jazeera.

While the contest ultimately did
not draw enough entries required
to complete, it drew the attention
of pounml buyers, including the

One of the first stories to run un-
der the new ownership concerned
seloct board  vieochair_Kathicen
s decision to s

ings of listening to Hardwick resi-
dents talk taxss, roads, floods
economy, an
1 really enfoy being on the
board” sh tol azette. “Tm
ot i Tssues T wocla have
never thought, 1 would have been
particularly intereste
One of the biggest challenges for

Wembers of the Harwick Fie Degarment finsh fofing

Hardwick in recent years has been
finding space fo ness devel-
opment, Hemmens referat

“m e chaume,
said. “Our downtown, whicl
Yery long downtown, is pretty well
filled up right now. The real prob-
lem for Hardwick is it's

she

hard to find space for all the entre-
prencurs.”

See HARDWICK, 10

Doug MeClre
that tore

through the former home of the Flood Zone Bar on Wolcot Steeton My 22.

Police leter anrested Brian Couture Patiick for arson in both the
and Town Garage fires as well as other charges.

Flood Zone

by June Pichel Cook

CRAFTSBURY — With one glar-
ing exception, 2017 was a_quiet
year on the political front, but the
town made great strides in building
forthe futare,
ny harbingers that hode
well o the futare inclade & poter
tial fiber optic network, childeare
nter, growing school population

In Sports

Hazen Boys Advance in
Dave Morse Classic

Craftsbury Defeats
Northfield

Cabot Huskies Bounce
Back With Win

Building for the Future

due to young families moving in,
burgeoning turnoutsat the farmer’s
very active town partici-
pation in building the commaunity.
But first, our political kerful
Even before the winter ice had
fully thawed, Big Hosmer's roil-
ing waters continued to_embroi
the community. Early in the year,
the Department of Environmental
Commission (DEC) held an explor-
atory meetng, drawing aver 100
people, as a preliminary step i
B process for changing the usege
rules for the pond. State's Attorney
arah George was the spokesper-
son for perty owners who
felt the rule-making favored the

" the pond's use
forth a proposal to limit the usage
of the pond by “racing shells and

e propos:
changed nothing ahout e status
quo, except proposing to making it
law, which displeased both sides.
By the end of the season, the DEC
ithdrew the proposal, leaving no
resolution_and perhaps another
vear of scrimony i the
se and Wonder &
Wlsdom combined forces to become
the WonderArts under the leader-
o irertor G Callowy:

Kane. Besides ralsing awarencss
of social justice issues,

entity focises on chidren's after-
school programs, signage in town,
art/eraft classes, and community

t anniversary of the
Community Greenspace on North

spearhe:

g
 thelr stowardahip of a 360-acre
woodlot, straddling Craftsbury and

T2

Greensboro, They were recogmized
as a family quietly sharing a land
thic with mindsulness of future
generations; they invitd the com-

Gpen house o see
Wwhat thei property had hecoms as

a result. A large crowd attended,
and foresters used the opportunity
he audience about steps

board

Craftsbury Conservation Fund on
recommendation of the conser-

vation commission.

Tows people desiring to donate funds

and/or property for preservation to

CRAFTSBURY, 9
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