Har

'Wednesday, December 20, 2017

Act 46 2018
Plans Released
by State Board
of Education

by Michael Bielawski

HARDWICK — An email from
principal y

Supervisory Union (OSSU) Super-
intondent Joanne LeBlane at an
OSSU board meeting this month,
outlining the_timeline for imple-
Slternatve. disrict

‘merger proposs
“Aleo Known as Section 9 propos-
als, an alternative district is in-
tended to allow a supervisory union

to keep the current_governance
structure of its school distriets, opt-
not to merge according to the
preferred structures of , the
state’s school merger law.
The first key ml

not planning to be a unified pres-12
system must have its alternative
propacl delivered 1 the
From January to e Agen

ov'oF Bivenion (hak) Wil resew
the proposals and all other relevant
data, incl on merger
proposals which were thoroughly

amined before settling on the al-
termative model
ry of Education Rebect
ill enga

Holeombe w

e boards will continue to update
their proposals.

The next checkpoint is June 1,
2018, Holcombe will issue a pro-

ed statewide plan that may or
may not accept the alternative dis-
trict proposals. Alternatively, parts
of the proposed pla be ac.
cepted,or the AGE may propose an
entirely different appro:

From June to chber‘ the state
board will review the ary'
statewide plan, icluding the -
fernative proposals. School boards
and the state will continue to hav
dialoge during this tme.

November 30, 2018, the state
Jill ssue the final statewide plan

that al districs will, in some shape
or form, ultimately meet the finan:
al'and Saucations] goals of Ack 6.
“The final plan might incorporate
some or all of a Section 9 proposal

LeBlanc cmnmem,ed on the m¢

sage whic ceived during
the closing - mmutes of the Decem-
ber 75U

“That's all weve goi” she sai
103 ety o oiine. W' ol

not know [the final deci-

sion] untlnext ol

of Education Rebecea
e i o
to change your SU boundaries? Ei-
ther add more towns of it up”

See

ohoto by Vanessa Fournier
ar

in the River of Light welk down Mein Stireet

nterms.
lercwick December 14 &re

i
tfront, from left 10 right: Thomas Patrick, Etta Patrick and Emima Patrick. At
eft in the back is Jon Willams. The temperature was afound zero degrees.

INpEPENDENT LocaL NEws Since 1889

tannard ‘Walden

ohoto by Daug McClre

A stilsmaldering firo devastatod a 171-yearold horme in Albany off Route 14 on Monay, Docermber 1. WMora ihan

s halfdozen fire deparmments responded, including Albany, Crefesbury, Issburg, Orleans, Newport

Orieans Ambuiance. Owner Mike Grondin of Albany says no one was home at the time,
“We're just thankful we weren't in there when it went up. You can replace a buiding, but you
101y, the buiding served as the Albany post ofiice.

Glover, and Barton,
for which he is greteful

can't replace bodies, ” he says. At one point its

Center, Lowel,

Exploratory Craftsbury
Elementary School
Committee To Be Formed

by June Pichel Cook

CRAFTSB The
Crafiabury Sehool Board agreed to
form an exploratory sub-committee
at its meeting last week to consider

options Craftsbury
Elementary School. A burgeoning
school population, the elementary

school building reaching capacity,
parking, safety, and the board’s
transparency are the impetus for
the sub-committee to explore build-
ing options.

The sub-committee would include
parents, teachers, childcare rep-
resentatives, school directors, and
community members. Board Chair
Harry Miller said he would chair

5
g

rylou Rylands offered to serve.
iller noted that the community

meeting held earlier in November
irew about thirty people. Discus-
sion centered on the current 4th
frade being moved next yar o the
mpus and combined with
m\ mde With two teachers. Some
onfiguration would be done to
Minden Hall. Options including o
ding, parking and safety,
collaborating with Greensboro or
Albany, and renovating_the cur-
rent school into town offices were
discussed.

The board has made no decisions.
Miller said that three or four people
ad spoken to him about the meet-

ositive, despite the
expocted budgetincredses. Rylands

:
é

Referring (o the “school and

Student Activities Keep
School Board’s Attention

by Will Walters

MARSHFIELD —
winter storm,
damage through Plainfield, hit the
Twinfield area, felling a large tree
branch on the Red School House,
the former superintendents of-
fico on Route 2 still owned by the
school. Superintendent Mark Tuck-
sk v to e ot e
is expected to cost about $800.

The recent

Tems with the boiler at the school
over the Thanksgiving holiday,
i they nave been satisfacto-
ily repaired. Ho e have
i Gelays i starting up ¢
P webiate and. the oramectd
launch date is February. The
new driver and custodian, Mike
Gibbs, started last week but Ri
Dutil ‘may still be seen around
the building because h
hired back by Washington North-
east Supervisory Union to be the
shared driver and custodian.

Tucker gave the principal’s re-
Mark Mooney's absence. He

ted
Fon” at the Eayard Kennedy o
ter in Boston, Ma setts. The
Vermont Student Assistance Cor-
poration aspirations steering com-

mittee has two events scheduled at
Twinfield in Janvary

An alumni panel will meet with
high school students to discuss life
after high school. The panel will b
composed of graduates who have
taken different paths after gradu-
ation. Also in January, the school
will sponsor a trip fo Castleton

University, west of Rutland, where
students will attend a basketball
ame, have a guided campus tour

and spend some time with Castle-
ton students to discuss college life
n_ Groveman
spoke about the eighth grade model
government program at Twinfield
Students ran for office and then
elected executive officers. They ad-
dressed current world affairs and
spent a day at the state house in

Montpelier, Students played roles

in_the legislative and executive

branch, as well as journalists and
ts. Students engaged in

fion and un control. Ultimately,
only one bill made it to the desk
f President Kayanna Burns, 2
bill providing a pathway to iti
Amuplznu The
Gt t the capitol was in
Dekaber. Croveman waid he fols
there is insufficient civics instruc-
tion at the school.
oard discussed the school
 be-

5

and school picture day fell o
Kippur. Members discussed looking
at holidays and adjusting what can
be changed to be more accommo-

(ing. T Mooney
Wil gk at religious hefidays and
acivities and determing what the
school can change and what the
School has no conirol over.

keeping Craftsbury children in
raftsbury, Rylands noted, *
should keep them (children
We want them o stay here.”

o sessions of pre-
schoolers and sharing space with a

potential solutions. Parents are en-
thusiastic about keeping children

on site, dLu)rdmg to Rylands.
“Comm se” she  said,
“we're hoping there will be sup-
ort.”

Orleans Southwest Supervisory
Union joanne
LeBlanc reminded the board of its
history with Albany. In the past,

e COMMITTEE, 4

Hardwick

Rescue

Celebrates 50 Years

by Michael Bielaws}
HARDWICK — This year, the

Hardwick Emergency ~ Rescue
Sauad s clebrating a halfcentury
the community
are celebrating its history an
knowledging its significance.

While the department unofficial-
ly began in 1965, it got its official
Ticense on March 5, 1967, with a fi
nal gigning ceremony dnwnst:urs in
the Memorial Buildi

“We didnt have much stuff to
work with,” Art Chase, the only re-

ining active member of the orig-
inal group, told The Gazette. “Our
wives were involved; they were just
as important
Chase was also the first presi-
dent o organization. Some
of the other original stafT include
vice president Peter Clark, sere-
tary Charles Sartelley, and trea-
surer Robert Smi
, members
had to learn the basics, like how
to put on an ankle bandage and
learn how to care for small ba-
bies and childrgn, Their first
See RESCUE, 5

52 Fournier

The SO ireand Holcay Mixer, civen by Ador Pobp, o e Haramic
Elementary School Aiver of Liaht Lantern Walk thiough Meain Street on
mber 14,

In Sports

Dave Morse Classic
Opens Wildcat Season

Lady Cats Have
Impressive First Week

Cabot Huskies Bounce
Back With Win

dwick Gazette
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School Labor
Appeal Heard By
Supreme Court

by Will Walters

MONTPELIER — The Supreme
Court heard oral arguments last

The caseis on appeal from the state
Labor R 1  which held
that sub-
ot o the Gpen Meeting 1aw. The
teachers’ unions were representet
by the Vermont-National Educa-
tion Association.
teachers and support staff
at ne-
o csccutive sen.
sion and not in open session. The
istory of conduct-
ing negotiations in that manner.
The WNESU negotiating council
held that the open meeting law ap-
plied and that the board could close
the public only if

5-y

applied and negotiations must be
in public. Caledonia Central Super-
visory Union faced a similar situa.
tion, in which support staff refused
to meet at the negotiation table un-

less the meetings were closed to the

public
Not all labor units have insisted
on this practice. Some bargaining
units for teachers and staff in Cen-
tral Vermont have been conducting
Negutiations in open session and
have done so in previous yea
WNESU fled an nfair labor
complaint against the teacher and
support staff negotiators for refus-
g o meet and negotiate. The la.
bor units filed a counter-complaint
of unfair labor practice, both based
guments on the question of
the applicability of the open meet-
ing law.
The labor board ruled that the
Qven Meeting was only ane law
be considered and
Pl it s labor
lations aw. 4s roling hed that
negotiations were not subject to
Open Meeting law, but also found
neither side committed an unfair
Iaberpractice Th abor boord eld
urther that ( sory
was a public body and subjecttothe
Open Meeting law; meetings be-
tween the SU negotiations council
and the union negotiations couneils
ok subject o the Open M
ing la
o the appeal, attorneys for the
PEAL, 4

Volunteers Suzanne Gann. Ron Wiesen, Erik Gann and
Saturday as the Hardwick Fire Depa

skating rin

photo by Venessa Fournier
Jon Wiliams watch
ment's tanker fils the 40 x 80 foot

Community Allies
Looks To Add
Public Gatherings

by Michael Bielawski

HARDWICK — Community Al
lies, the organization that r
around th maniraof sefety, tnlst
and respect” is in its fi
engaging the public and fostering
puble gatherings, The Fall Block

arty at Atkins Field is its core
annual event, but is looking for at
least one more community event in
the spring.

“People were really looking for
ways 6f conmecting 10 other peo-
ol in their neighborhoods; tl\exe
ing wider over time.” Aled ound:

and direcor Tard Reynolds told
tte: Poopio el didn't
o s e ighbors and didn’

know how to eonnect with their
neighbors.

Reynolds w.
subs'.mtisl

reflecting on the
feedback that _ the
ved from 2 commu-
mw Ginner w wlnch took place in the

5. At the diner, over 100

cuss social issues and challenges
among the community and what
tangible steps could be taken to im-
rove things.

She added that, in a lot of ways,
the block party resulted from the
overal Teetback they had received
from the community dinner. The
block party is less of a discussion
forum and more of just a commu-
nity party with games, music, and
food, which allows people to inter-

wally.
re is still a sense that one

mare coresponding spring evnt s

What wefre trying to do is find

a way to have another large com-

munity conversation like that,” she

said, “And to identify what's the

most pressing topic: s it substance

abuse? Is it race and diversity? Is
it equi

Sty b upeoming event in

the works is the next iteration of

in the Memorial

“Another project, which can be
viewed and reac in depth
at. wholeheartine. orgcommumtv—
all the “What I Love About

dunng the summer months, the
Allies had people from all wal
of life write what they love about
Hardwick on a whiteboard and
have their photos taken with what
they wrote.

Some photos online include “peo-
ple “the kindness” “Hardwick
Trails,” and “mommy.” The idea

ind the project is to create dia-
logue and interaction among the
communit ive manner.

Reynolds acknowledged that one
of the biggest challenges for her
group is to bring together those
who are of different” values an
backroun

“That’s been a question that e
Community Allies has been 2

Seo ALLIES, 5
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