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Supervisory Union Votes on
Preliminary Central Office Budget

by Michael Bielawski

WOLCOTT_ — The
Southwest _ Supervisory  Union
(G8SU) board met with eentral of-
fice administration at the Woloott
Elementary gymnasium on Thur:
day oveniig o discuss the central
office

Orleans

te to make it a
preliminary budget, reflecting the

st determining which plans they
will choose during the enrollment
period, which lasts until Friday.

1 preliminary central
office budget spending _amount
is $7466,162, a 3.4 percent drop
(5265,544) from the prior year. Su-
perintendent Joanne LeBlanc said
this preliminary budget is definite-
1y not.
A sticking point continues to be
the hiring of a new administra-
ive assistant. The main criticism
continues to be that if individual
boards are to be expected to cut
their budgets and services because
a major shortfall in the state’s
education fund, t
for the central office to add new
staf
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“I can't suy
T don't sec a necessity for this, but

n budget situation,” chair of the
Wolcott board Peter Burgess said.

timately voted to ap-
prove a half-time assistant.

LeBlanc said a big part of this
request has to do with whether a
machine o & recopionst answers
the phones. She said when
nachinersho o tzond negative
feedback from the public.

“It's not just directing people but
its often-fimes customer service,”
she said.

See BUDGET, 5

Act 46 Meeting at Twinfield
Union Moved for Tuesday

by Will Walters

MARSHFIELD — The weather
that prompted eanceling school at
Twinfield Unic n Tues-
day also led to canceling the school

sine it was to hear the input afthe
public on Act

Superintendent Mark Tucker is-
sued a statement about the cancel-
ing and rescheduling of the mesting

“The T\vmﬁeld Union_School
ecting this evening has
been canceled because scl
dosed for the day. The Board 1s
led to meet next Tuesday,
Decomber 16 at 600 pm. Al terns
originally on tonight's agenda will

g
g

scheduled for the 19th includ-
ing the public forum on the Act 46
plan. If you would like to submit
questions or comments in advance,
please ¢ mal them to Patrick Hoaly.
board chair, at patrickh468@gm:

com mo later thi noon on Sunday,
December 17th.”

Member Chandra Miller ques-
tioned  canceling _the _meeting
See TWINFIELD, 3

New Owners Resurrecting
Hardwick Vﬂlage Motel

photo by Doug MeClure

The Hardwick Vilage Motelis
t Perry an

December 6 as part of the

by Doug McClure

WICK — The Hardwick
Vlllngt Motel has new owners and
hlswryseemstoherepe ting itself.
ril 23, 1959 article in the
Birke Baily Times descnbes the
then-brand-new Village Motel
Route 15 as "benuuful

man Sawmilll rank i oo

Sixty-three yeaxs on, the same
sentiment, ringy trus of the site,
as it has fallen into disuse and the
weeds have gone wild since the es-
tablishment shut.

Hollyer

for.

motel,

photo courtesy of the Hardwick Historical Society

A 1859 photo of the Harawick Village Mote from the Barre Daily Times.
“the dream reallzation by Mr. and Mrs. Avon

anginal cribes it as

. The

R, Porryan Frada Holyor of Atkins who built and decicated it in 1955."

lel\amsmwn ope to repeat, i
success the motel’s onglnal uilder
‘Avon Atkins, had in tra
asite in ne abilitation inig
Something special for travelers and
tourists to enjoy

Whereas in 1954 Atkins had to
contend with an unex
Tong lack of concrete h

atively minor updates and repairs
w televisions, mini-

wall paneling (which he emphasiz-
es is actual wood, not the imitation
wood paneling that became popular
in the 1970s),

“We just want to upseal it a bit”

says Hollyer
He does net gnvision the property
as a Bed t (B&B), but

Father a small motel with a per-

hardwickgazette.com

-|lm ooo‘ul J

s origina; the flat Screen TV, refrige

hoto by Doug McClure
uble ro0m in the soon-to-eopen Village Motel. The solid wood penelin

rator, and microwave are new additions.
decerm

Perry and Freda Hollyer hope to re-open by De

sonal feel; the sort of place travel-
proprietors. That would position
the motel uniquely, as the nearest
non-chain-motel is in Morrisville
and the closest chain motels are
twice that distance from Hardwicl
Hardwick has a B&B, the Kim-
ball House on Glenside Avenue,

and a number of Airbnb offerings.
Re-opening the 12-room Inn by the
River would increase the number
of available rooms in the area by
about.

Hollyer | ‘plans to price his

“moderately’ — perhaps. in the
oo of a andved dellory
See MOTEL, 5
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¢ bumed on December 4. Inset: an undated photo of the property.

Second State Trooper Suspended as
Stannard Fire Investigation Continues

hv Doun McClure

Vermont. State
Pohce VP, have toned s st

ent that a second trooper, Troope:
Jason Haley, has been susponded
‘as a result of the ongoing investiga-
tion into the December 4 fire that
bu an Acframe building
in Stannar

ccording to public records, the
building was a 1,444-square foot,

-bedroom home b\..n in 1969 and
purchase tephen Me-
Branaghan n Ocibor. 2008 Tor
$45000. 1 was put up for sale in
2013 for $100,000 a o
580,000 in 2014 before being taken
off the market. A 2015 assessment
valued the ooty At $116,000
nsboroFire Chief Dave
Broch s thet she. Crecnshars
Fire responded to reports of a fire
and explosion at 12:21 am. on

Dege

r 4
multiple reports of fire and
ok, Tl o dion el

First_arriving personnel reports
that the Adframe .. was fuly in-
volved,” says Brochi. “Once I got on
ST eaneetod b Watden and
Woodbury, as we had plenty of wa-
ter from a nearby brook and I had
plenty of help from my personnel
and those of Hardwick Fire.

press release says

at McGranaghan had a permit

o burning brash, but not the A
frame buildis

s that he called

Hardwick police due to the

ent
iting ;the ongoing VSP Tnvestiga:

Old Bridge Might Get Second
Chance as Part of Rall Tra1l

by Doug McClure

K — Anyone
Village

res-

‘might have caught a look
large green truss bridge deck being
trucked through the center of
on a truck labeled “Oversize Load.”
County sherifs escortd the truck
it gingerly picked its way along
South Main Street.
The ultimate role of the truss i
ot et 100% deided, bt i might
of the Lamoille Val-
oo i (VR g conmect
the Denvile secion to Hardwick

Jewett.
James B. McCarthy, a Structures
Bridge Maintenance Engineer with

there s a lot 1 sort out before that
s a reality.

McCarthy says that the bridgs

Berlin Just south of Montpelir in
1996 bécause of structural concerns
and the bridge’s widh. He says the
10 proserve lasiaric

Prdzen o adapiit seuse - alter:
native uses such as paths and trails.
a stor-

age facility in Montpelier for over
20 of Mont-

senior class on design projects, says

cCarthy.
“[Wel offered them the opportu-
iy to develop desin detils toro-
these truss bri ave in
Storage around the stats. Our goal
s to rehabilitate them al for use on
bike paths or pedestrian wallways,”
See BRIDGE, 5

An oversized tuck ransoons o segment of brdge tough Hardck

photo by Doug McClure
 on

16 was originall from Berlin and hed been in storage i
Monlpe/)s/ ey being dsmaniod i oy b0 sead on the Long valey A 7o

(LVAT), between Danville and Hardwick.

Woodbury Village Store to Shut For Good Dec. 31

by Doug McClure

WOODBURY — “It is with a
heavy heart that Zach and I must

¥ 315t 3017 rends the an-
et et o thesore's
Facebook p
Cooumer Jesslca Waters says
i the reason for closing the
store is a combination of fnancial
stressors and co-owner Zach Kirk-
patrick's worsening health. Kirk-
een_battling Lyme
Disease for over five years and is
pain; doctors have been
to improve X
despite trying multiple treatments;
“He's over there making pizzas,”

says Waters, gesturing towards the
pizza oven. “His legs hurt so bad he
t down, but he’s still mak-

The pair opened the doors to
the store they renovated just over
eighteen months ago, on April 29,
2016, after months of guiting the
previous business’ interior, add-
ing brand-new kitchen equipment,
shelves, all detailed in a series of
posts on the store’ Facebook page
., says Waters, they must sell
al of nat equipment “at & steep

e did a lov of work to get this

place up to what it is” she says.

*We feel incredibly sad that were

ot going to be here for people. But

s Sust ot finaneially iable, We
See

In Sports

Craftsbury Chargers
Have Decisive Victory

Cabot Girls Salvage a
Victory

Onion River Sports
1o Shut

hoto by Vanessa Fournier
The Woodbury Vilage Store /s closing for good on December 31 after being
in business for just over eighteen months. Co-ovner Jessica Waters seys the

Zach Kirkpatrick's struggles with Lyme Disease.



