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COPS Grant is Part of Budget Vote,
Cement Blocks Removed from Parking Lot

by Michael Bielawski

HARDWICK — Town manager
Jon Jewett, gave an update on all
blings around town,
including dlarification on the COPS
grant, an update on the parking lot
arricrs next to the Village Restau-
rant, and the road crew.
The grant, a $125,000
grant for hiring a new officer ap-

proved in December by the select
board, is a part of the final town
budget, which will b
Town Meeting in March. Th
He does not speciially vote on the
e hiring of an a

o poloe aee thes oniy
vote on the total town budge

n the same topic, Jewett said
he can't give specific estimates on
what the officer will cost taxpayers

(the grant amount stays the same

no matter who s hired), but he said

that insurance costs will be the
Mainly what the costs are elat-
tois health insurance,”

I the officer has a family, or Fihe
He said if the officer is a single
person then the health insurance
costs would be less than half the

Ice edges closer o the bottom of the bridge on Route 15.

ohoto by Doug McClure

jams and this section of the Lamoille’s history of flooding, peaple are eyeing the forecast closely s the next January
week.

thaw takes place at the end of the

insurance costs for an officer with

wever, the town has

budgeted for the most expensive

scenario and will hire based on the

quality of the candidate.

oing to hire people

based o that, we a guing o hre

le who are qualified,” he said
ESGTor us s not an issue, really"

will not be a new ve-
hicle purchase to correspon

ring. Cochran said as far as
a timeline goes, the new hire will
be for the next fiscal year, so in-
terviewing wouldn't start for a few

 During the &l complaints s':n,
out

cars Jllegally catting throu
Tilloge Biner's parking lot, rather
an wait to turn at the light. Some
residents it it a safety hagard
select board de-
termined m put up cement barri
ers which would prevent cars from
cutting th arking lot.
Not all residents were crazy about
the cement posts, however, so they

were recently remove

“It was a select board decision,
50 they are going to revisit it in the

cautious driving through there in
ice build-up on the Lamoille

iver during the brief thaw an
COPS, 8

‘photo by Wil Walters
A cold morning mist rises from the Lamoille River in Wolcott at the power
olant gsm & a river of ice covers the dam’s downstream face.

Jeudevine Trustees’
Chairperson to Step Down

by Michael Bielawski

HARDWICK — There will be a
changing of guard at the Jeudevine
Library Board of Trusts: Choir
e Page will op divn

By next Town Meet

3 o 1 up and dherefore i is
a good tme 1o h;\nd over the reigns

a new person,” Page said in an
interview. “The new  president
Jodi Lew-Smith. She’s worked with
the library on the [building] addi-
tion project, has been very active
in civic affairs, and will be a good
leader for the library trustees.”

For years, Page oversaw board
meetings, public meetings, at-

tended workshops and lobbied the
community to expand the librar,
building, which has_considerably
less space and fewer facilities than
libraries serving other towns with
a population similar to Hardwick’s,
planning and preparation by the
board, architects and potential do-
pors, e expansion vas voted down

Lew-Smith said the development
of a new expansion proposal will be
at the top of the library’s priorities
expand and improve the current
facilities that the library can offer

the community.
See JEUDEVINE, 6

DEC: Formal Rule-making
Decision on Great
Hosmer Pond on Hold

by June Pichel Cook

CRAFTSBURY — Commissioner
oedecker released a letter
last week sharing possible next
steps in resolving conflicts on Great
“The decison is 10t to proceed
to_formal yet,” Com-
missioner Boedecker exmmed ina
phonenterviow. *It st just sbout
sculling and fast
Oversimplification o the Conflict

Boedecker stated, “Fundamen-
tally it [the Great Hosmer Pond
conflict] is an issue of residency,
investment, and the carrying ca-
pacity of a waterbo
xample, she noted, when
visiting a trail that is heavily used
e parking lot is full, you
er place

en you are a resident, as both

the Crafisbury Outdoor Center and
camp owners are, it isn't as easy to

Sculling may be immediate and sa-
lient for parties concerned, but no
for the state when looking at the
broader context of all the lakes and

ere. Both
have made financial commitments
and commitments to their commu-

Fl

In2017, dratlanguage proposing

HES Approves
Proposed Budget

by Michael Bielawski
HARDWICK — The elementary
school board has approved its bud-
get, and the budget next goes on to
Vogers on Town Meeting day.
school  budget is
$4,292,466, esnmated o i
total education spending of $16,937
per equalized pupil, about 1.68 per-
prior year,
but still below the state’s penalty
hreshold. The board se th tuition
rate at
i on the board agrecd
that they would like to have seen
something lower, they also_ac-
d tha ttheyd(mtw:ntw

knowledger
cut anymors from 4

Board member  Kevin Moore,
who i, wrapping up his first fall

Vet with The baard, hinted 1t will
Lo Toteresting to see what happons
at the state level considering the
latest rhetoric from Governor Phil
Seott.

he governor mads pretty cloar
in his address that he has no inter-
estin seinga 9-cont] tox mcreaﬁe,
reference to education spending,
e said “How il i o shage
out, i and when it going to shake

out ... who knows?"
Scott has referenced in his recent
speeches that Vermont has around
a d-to-1 staff-to-student ratio, well
below the -o-L atioof most o the
of New England.
" TeBlanc sald her e will with-
position to help manage the phones
other work. This matter had
been o contentious issus fr super-
school boards through-
out the budget season
“In Tight of what everyone is go-
ing through, there'snot ‘much po
ng something to that pi
we're just going to have to figure
how to make it work,” she said. “Ev-
eryone else is having to do that.”
This move will result in savings
s the whale SU, induding
35,500 for Hardwick Elom
LeBlane explamed that beciise
a bonded project to make improve-
ments e entry-way
building will not begin until this
summer, the principal cost is not
due for this iteration of the budget
cording to Hardwick Elemen-
tary School board chair Jennifer
See HES, 7

Clean Water Act Cost
Debate Continues

by Michael

WOODBURY — At the January
8 select board meeting, it was de-
cided that the town's participation
in the state’s Clean Water Act
quirements to modify hydmlugp
Gally-connected dirt rondways
e reassessed this year. Even wit
e it e ot oy fo
town budget:

The staics Better Roads Pro-
gram will help pay up to 80 percent

lawski

a major dirt road project this year.
The town neods to sce how thie in-

ventory goes on the town's road-
2. A B state roquirement is
that all of Vermonts 5000-plus

‘miles of dirt roads must be assessed

to find where the vdrologially-
“The cost af this work has been an

issue around the state. In Montpe-

lier, the Senate Ener

Resources Committee has focused

on funding for the Clean Water Act

‘thi

mitigate water run-off, which can
send contaminants such as phos-
phorus into nearby waterways. The
state estimates that six percent of
the Lake Champlain’s phosphorus
comes from Vermont’s extensive
e town is looking at work on
some sections of Valley Lake Road.
Most of the project would be cov-
ered by state money, but there are
still sections that Woodbury would
have to pay for.

“To look at the thing as a whole

, we had to do that segment,

hag bocame o o, cost”
said. “To
doitright, because you could 4o the
two lower s nd then all of
that rosion from abov leould sill

ms]
“So, this year, when we look at

limost daily
7 legislative report estimates
That 1 milon o vere 1 necescary
to address the state’s water-guality
See WATER, 7

Governor Phil

ﬂhmo by Ray Small
rt Services Heather

ervisory

Fteeman at the conciuson of yesterday s meaing in Horcivick Commissioner o o et i
‘oft) chats with OSSU Superintendent Joanne [ eBlanc (second from lefd).

Governor Meets With
School Leaders in Hardwick

by Ray Small

WICK — Governor Phil
Scott met with school leads

the Orleans Southwest Supervisory
Union (0SSU) offices in H:

yesterday. Although the meeting
was public, it was not publicized. A
‘member of the OSSU staff said that
the governor “didn't want a huge

In addition to the governor, the
‘meeting was attended by Agency of
Education Commissioner Rebocca
Holcombe tof Men-
tal Health C

tional needs.”
The presentations following fo-
cused on several themes, including

the need to address student trauma
as a family issue, not just a school
issug; the earler the Inervention,

ability of suc:

school and other local and st
supportservices.

reen principal of
Craftsbury Académy, was the first

n a principal for 33
years. In the last 5 vears, I have

of our middle and high-
Eehool inls have.beon diagmoced
with significant mental health is-
sues. We have girls cutting [them-
selves], who have been hospitalized
in mental health facilities, who

See TRAUMA, 7

Advantage Cabot
Impresses Scott
by Walters

CABOT — A public forum on
Advantage Cabot hn(i n'lzmteza?

pe

about the progress being made

in building support for the proj-
1,

ntage Cabot was estab-
lished as an alternate meth
of maintaining student enroll-
ment in Cabot School, with th
objecive of helping the school
meet

n open as an independent
school district. It is an indepen-
dent boarding program target-
ing out-of-state students who
will attend Cabot School and be
housed with local host families.

See ADVANTAGE, 7

ohoto by Rey Small

A President the Hardwiok
Some passing motorists honked in supeort; others yelled their disagreement with the protesters.

President Trump’s Comments
Lead to Flash Protest in Village

by Ray Small

HARDWICK — Martha Zweig
be found sitting on the benc

wdless
of the weather. She usually has a
sign protesting a political policy or
social injustice and hands out fliers

In Sports

5

Lady Cats Win
Fourth Straight Game

Cabot Girls Split Games
With l.)msmn 1 Teams

Split Week for

detmlmg the issue or issues she is
protesting

Tast Friday night, Zweig had an
unusual amount of company in her
protest. Eight other area residents

Py
a trumpet to protest the words and
actions of Pesident Doald Tramp.
T valgar - char-
acterization,of Aftican and other
tions as “shithole countries” (a
claim since denied by multiple peo-
ple at the meeting, including
dent Trump), was a jolt that led
some area residents into the street.
Dominic Cotignola_from Barton
{pined 3 the prtest in rontof the
ace Park, with his wife Donna
ruchunas.’ Druchunas said that
and decided she needed to do some-

“We have a racist president. We
hould protest all year, but we
don'tshe ex
a_puppeteer,
bread baker, and_booking man:

so heinous that we're goaded into
ts.”

rotesters carried hand-
lettered signs, while others held
elaborate banners asking
s an o Sach Longer>

ot everyone supported the pro-

ster up and
South Main Street several times,
Each t leaned

of me wmdow nd velled Lot go,

T ARer the Tine of protesters ex.
tended beyond the Peace Park to
the front of The Gazeti’s buld:
ing, local business owner Lawrer
Hamel called 1o, mauire whether
e paper had sponsored the pro-
test and said that the protesters
should be told to move, T

permit,
‘which the paper is not authorized
do. Hamel was calm and polite

on the phone — but clearly did not

waterbodies across the state. a regulation of hours and days the thmg next summer, we will look Trojan Boys ager at Bread and Puppet Theater approve of the protest. .
e ‘Seo HOSMER, 8 (i1 ) Y echoed her motivation: “Every For her part, Martha Zweig
Gray oaid the town may not do often the president says something See PROTEST, 6
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