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DRB Continues 
Deliberation 
on Bunkhouse 
Remodeling
by June Pichel Cook

GREENSBORO — The Develop-
ment Review Board (DRB) contin-
ues its deliberation of a renova-
tion to an accessory structure at 
151 Birch Lane.  The property is 
in within the Shoreland Protection 
District and a nonconforming use. A 
variance hearing was held on Janu-
ary 29.  The DRB will reconvene on 
Thursday at 6:00 p.m. to continue 
its deliberative session.

The application from Marian 
Wright and Greg Boester is being 
reviewed under five regulations of 
the Greensboro Zoning By-Laws: 
Section 2.7 Shoreland Protection 
District; 5.4 Conditional Uses; 8.8 
New Uses and Encroachments 
within the Shoreland Buffer Re-
source Zone; 8.9 Nonconforming 
Uses and Structures within the 
Shoreland Resource Zone; and 8.10 
New Uses and Encroachments 
within the Shoreland Protection 
District. 

The applicants refer to the acces-
sory building as a “bunkhouse,” not 
a “boathouse,” as it goes beyond be-
ing a place for the storage of boats.  
Three buildings are on the 0.4 acre 
(4/10 acre) lot with a 59 feet right 
of way:  a 2,336 square feet main 
camp, a single story shed, and an 
accessory building.  The application 
is to renovate the accessory build-
ing. It is set back 1 foot 6 inches (1 
½ feet) from the lake. The footprint 
will remain the same as the exist-
ing building, but the height of the 
structure will be raised.  

The 2-story accessory building is 
18 feet 5 ½ inches (18’51/2”) long 
and 16 feet 4 inches  (16’ 4”) wide 
with a height of 19 feet 8 inches 

Development 
Review Board 
Member 
Appointed
by Michael Bielawski

HARDWICK — East Hardwick 
Resident Kate Brooke will serve 
the remaining two years of a three-
year seat on the Development Re-
view Board, as the select board ap-
pointed her to the position at last 
Thursday’s meeting.

According to the board, she has 
done her homework for the posi-
tion.

“It sounds like from what you 
have written in your letter you 
have investigated what this po-
sition entails,” board chair Eric 
Remick said.

A Waterbury native, Brooke re-
cently moved to East Hardwick 
from Portland, Oregon. She works 
for an accounting firm doing re-
source management for over 200 
Oregon employees.

She was asked what specific 
skill-set and philosophy she would 
bring.

"I do work for an accounting firm 
but, not being an accountant any 
more, communication and people 
management is probably the bigger 
area that I work in," she said.

That could be ideal, considering 
that at a prior meeting board mem-
ber Danny Hale had joked that the 
job is about “telling people what to 
do with their land.”

Police chief Aaron Cochran gave 
his police report. He detailed some 

Troiano Bill
to Restrict
Neonicotinoids
by Doug McClure

H. 688 is a bill co-authored by 
Rep. Joseph “Chip” Troiano and is 
designed to help protect pollinators 
by regulating the sale of neonicoti-
noid pesticides (neo-nics).

“This bill proposes to regulate the 
sale and application of neonicoti-
noid pesticides in order to protect 
pollinator populations. The bill re-
quires the Secretary of Agriculture, 
Food and Markets to register as a 
restricted use pesticide any neonic-
otinoid pesticide that is

distributed, sold, or offered for 
sale in the State,” it reads.

Those pesticides are linked to col-
lapsing bee populations. A New Sci-
entist article finds that ‘the decline 
of England’s wild bees has been 
linked for the first time to the use 
of controversial neonicotinoid pesti-
cides on oilseed rape farms.”

Bees are major pollinators: 84% 
of the crops we eat are dependent 
on bees to efficiently propagate. 
Honeybees specifically are dying 
in large numbers and neo-nics are 
a major contributing factor. More 
than half of all wild bee species 
disappeared in the 20th century, 
according to a study published in 
Science.

Troiano wants to restrict neo-
nics to professional farms rather 
than having it widely available.

“We found the worst application 
of neo-nics is home use for orna-
mental flowers and shrubs. People 
can now buy these products in the 
hardware store, spray it on their 
rose bushes at home, often exceed-
ing recommended dosages and the 
blooms, that are worked by pollina-
tors, become toxic to bees and at 
those levels actually kill the bees,” 
he says.

Studies suggest H.688 may not 

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK — As January drew 
to a close, the first steps in transi-
tioning the Hardwick Rite-Aid to a 
Walgreens got underway. Rite-Aids 
in Morrisville, Montpelier, and 
Barre also began the transition. 
Aside from new signage with the 
Walgreens logo, other major chang-
es have begun.

The pharmacy department 
changed over from Rite-Aid’s sys-
tems to Walgreens’ on the January 
31. Despite a short-lived problem 
processing Medicaid, pharmacy 
workers at the Hardwick store say 
the transition went smoothly.

“They did a good job of giving us 
a lot of advance information. They 
told us what would happen, what to 
expect, and what to do, and there 
were no major problems,” said one 
worker.

According to Walgreens, this 
pharmacy changeover is part of a 
two-step process. For now, the pre-
scriptions filled at a Rite-Aid with 
a Walgreens pharmacy can only be 

The Hardwick Select Board voted on December 21 to hire an addi-
tional police officer. Since then, a number of readers have asked:

Q: How much will the new police officer cost?
A: The cost of the additional police officer will initially be offset by a 

3-year, $125,000 Department of Justice COPS grant.

Budgeted Amounts
  FY19 FY20 FY21 FY22
Total
Cost $78,531.01 $83,217.75 $88,022.87 $93,304.24
COPS Grant
offset $59,815.27 $45,786.00 $19,398.73 $0.00
Town
expenditure $18,715.74 $37,431.49 $68,624.40 $93,304.24

Source: hardwickvt.org

drunk driving arrests, domestic 
violence incidents, arrest warrants 
taken care of, and a couple of tem-
porary restraining orders issued.

One time-consuming occurrence 
has been an uptick in false alarms 
at area businesses.

“What’s happening is more and 
more alarms are being put in, so 
the more you put in, the more false 
alarms you are going to have,” he 
said.

He said that sometimes it can be 
something as simple as the weather 
that triggers them, but the depart-
ment hopes the issue can be re-
solved so they are not repeatedly 
responding to the same false alarm.

Cochran warned that they would 
ticket more for cars being parked 
facing the wrong way on the street.

Still ongoing is the conversation 
regarding how to handle motorists 
cutting through the public parking 
lot next to the Village Restaurant 
from Main Street to Wolcott Street 
to bypass the flashing light.

“I’ve only heard negative things 
about removing the blocks, because 
people were saying just the other 
day that a car went whipping by 
and people are like ‘why did that 
ever get moved?’” board member 
Kory Barclay said.

He also expressed frustration 
that the town spent a couple hun-
dred dollars per cement block, only 

See BOARD, 4

Q&A

by Michael Bielawski

HARDWICK – The notion of get-
ting kids out of the classroom and 
involved in community projects is 
a popular talking point. Now,  the 
Center for an Agricultural Econo-
my (CAE) is putting the idea into 
practice with a program that coor-

Rite-Aid Begins Transition
with  Walgreens Pharmacy

re-filled at another Rite-Aid with a 
Walgreens pharmacy. Once the tran-
sition is complete, prescriptions can 
be filled at any Walgreens. Prescrip-
tions can not be filled at the store 

Center for An Agricultural 
Economy Puts Place-
Based Learning in Action

(19’ 8”).  The proposed renovation 
retains the same length and width 
but raises the height to 3 stories, 29 
feet 5 inches (29’ 5”). The building 
would have a shed roof.  Accord-
ing to architect Milford Cushman, 
the northeast side of the building 
height increases by 6 ½ feet and 8 
feet on the lakeshore side. 

Cushman indicated at the hear-
ing that other buildings around the 
lake are tall and have shed roofs.  
He displayed a parking plan show-
ing off-road parking for 4 or 5 cars. 

The renovation is described as a 
seasonal bunkhouse with a studio 
and storage.  A review of listers' 
cards show the building has under-
gone several renovations between 
1967 through 2014.  In 1967, it 
is shown as a 1-room with a half 
bath.  In 1998, it was listed as a 
bunkhouse, with 1 bedroom and 
a ¾ bath.  In 2015, it was a boat 
house/storage with 1 room and a 
half bath.

Abutters expressed concern with 
the proposed 3-story building be-
ing tall, linear and rectangular and 
changing the aesthetics of the Cas-
pian Lake shoreline. 

Cushman explained that the 
proposed building would have 602 
feet of habitable space, not includ-
ing the basement area.  The plan is 
to tear down the present structure, 
including the foundation, which is 
deteriorating.  A new cement floor 
on a gravel pad would allow water 
to drain under it. The first floor 
would be an open room with stairs 
to a second floor, an open room and 
a bath containing a toilet, sink, tub/
shower.  The lower level was de-
scribed as a playroom for children 

See BUNKHOUSE, 4

using the Walgreens app or website 
until the transition is complete.

Programs such as wellness+ and 
Plenti card, Rite-Aid coupons and 
circulars will continue to be valid 
until the store is fully transitioned, 
after which time customers can 
enroll in the Walgreens Balance 
Rewards program. Walgreens also 
participates in the JustRX phar-
macy discount card and Rite-Aid 
customers can now get those from 
the Walgreen’s pharmacy.

The entire transition process is 
expected to take up to the three 
years, according to Walgreens. 
Walgreens does not plan any staff 
changes because of the changeover.

This is the latest change in 
pharmacies in Hardwick. Cox 
Pharmacy closed after it was de-
stroyed in the massive downtown 
blaze in 1992, and Brooks became 
the town pharmacy. Rite-Aid ac-
quired Brooks in 2006. 

Rite-Aid was founded in Scran-
ton, Pennsylvania is 1962. Wal-
greens was founded in Chicago, 
Illinois in 1901, and still has its 
corporate headquarters there.

dinates opportunities for “place-
based learning” for local students.

Reeve Basom, education and agri-
cultural coordinator for the CAE, is 
spearheading the effort. She started 
working with them in early 2016. 
Her background includes six years 
of elementary teaching, in addition 
to work in local food and agriculture.

“It certainly feels like a really 
wonderful alignment of what I’ve 
been involved with, both in terms 
of my career as a public-school 
educator and in other educational 
settings,” she said. “The role that I 
have right now, draws on all those 
experiences in a way that I feel like 
I’m really able to connect with the 
community in a really wonderful 
and meaningful way.”

She coordinates various projects 
with each of the Orleans Southwest 
Supervisory Union schools. One of 
these projects involves a group of 
four students at Hazen Union, who 
are working with the cafeteria staff 
to revive the long-dormant green-
house, so students can grow their 
own local produce.

The project is still in the early 
stages; the students are getting to 
know the staff and what they can 
do to help.

“The kids have started out by try-
ing to understand what’s already 
going on in the cafeteria, so that 

they are not imposing ideas with-
out a foundation of understanding 
some of the systems that are al-
ready at play and the history of the 
greenhouse,” she said. “And that 
also sets up a more collaborative 
approach to the project.” 

A couple of Hazen Union fresh-
man students were able to share 
their experience.

“I think it’s fun, better than just 
sitting in the classroom and listen-
ing to the teacher talk,” Madison 
Bartlett said. “We actually get to 
interact with the teachers and get 
their point of view and just be more 
active around the school.”

She said the greenhouse at the 
school is going to be a big part of 
their plans.

“We kind of want to get some 
more students active with it be-
cause we have a really good green-
house, but it’s just not being used. 
It’s just a waste having that space 
there if no one’s going to use it.”

Abigail Demers shared her 
thoughts.

“It’s a really good thing because 
it’s kind of student-led and we have 
Mr. Considine here (science teach-
er Mark Considine). We do most 
of it and he’s here for input and 
to help us with the bigger steps,” 
she said. “It’s just a really great

See LEARNING, 4
go far enough. One, performed in 
Canada, and another that tracked 
bees in Europe, found even low-lev-
el amounts of farm-based neo-nics 
can kill bees. Just not as quickly. 

Citing those studies, a PBS ar-
ticle says “environmental levels of 
neonicotinoids surrounding farms 
do not obliterate bee colonies out-
right, but instead kill them over 
extended periods of time. The pes-
ticides also threaten bee queens in 

have lower reproductive rates.”
Neo-nics dissolve in water and 

can be carried for miles that way. 
And the duration and impact of the 
pesticide is radically different than 
previously anticipated.

“The pesticides not only reduced 
a bee’s chance of survival, but im-
paired its natural defense systems. 
While humans rely on vaccines or 
antibiotics, bees use social immu-
nity, a tactic bees use to clean out 
dead or sick brood insects from the 
nest. Bees in colonies treated with 
clothianidin [a common neo-nic in 
Canada] displayed less and less 
of this behavior over time, which 
means more sick bees were infect-
ing, and staying in, the nests,” 
says the article. “The tainted hives 
tended to lose their queen and then 
struggled to find a new one. A queen 
sustains the colony, so without her, 
there are no eggs or future bees.”

Troiano cites similar bills in oth-
er states and local beekeeper Todd 
Hardie feels “this is a step in the 
right direction.”

Rep. Vicki Strong (R-Orleans-
Caledonia) says “we should have 
some urgency concerning the re-
duction of our bee and bat popu-
lations… I have been concerned 
about this issue for several 
years.” Strong says she hopes “the

See NEONICOTINOIDS, 4


