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Unfunded Mandates
Continue to Weigh
on Police Department

by Michael Bielawski

HARDWICK — The number of
led mandates from the state
on Tocal police departments is pil-
ing up, according to the police re-
portat st Thursday's select board
Gne fask assigned to police de-
partments is the assessment of
school security that Gov. Scott b
requested in_light of the school
shooting in Florida. Police chief
Aaron Cochran said his_depart-

he plans to have met with the hig}
school.
“They [the elementary school]

have done a great job of securing
that location,” he said. “We
some other ideas we went over to-
day, as well as combined training
with the Schoo! staff and us.

falked about the push o move
polce ffcrs. o t
Biiminl Justice Training Counel
to the Office of Professional Regu-

jon

‘It continuing o pick up steam,
and it looks like that may actual

happen through legislation thie

aid. “They are looking at

a bi- am\ual fee structure, but they

notified this past month that the
training council is a 2
ditional five hours of continuing
education credits to the twenty-five
hey already require.

ing 0 be another $1,200 oftraining
‘money idn' plan on.
wel ke it work." o said
administrator
camebefore_the
board along with residents of East
Hardwick to ask that the board ap-

to gain more state aid for develop-
‘ment.

‘ohoto by Doug McClre

fond wmds it not st cron o concemmad students taschers, nd cuf Supparters rom stionding the March 24 March for Out Lives demansuiion

Jack Boaupariani, who works at Famharm Fam in Plai

Open House Weekend.
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ield, stands in front of their evaporator during a busy 2018 Maple.

Sugarhouse Partners with
Caledonia Spirits for Maple
Open House Weekend

by Michael Bielawski

PLAINFIELD — Fach year, the
state celebrates its prized maple i
dustry with an annual open house
weekend that highlights the state’s

individual sugar houses, letting the
public tour sugarhouses o see the

s vem, Farnham Farm on Up-

oad just south of the Plainfield
Vi was e of the sugarhouces
that hosted the publc

jack Beauparlant was running a
tour on Sunday afternoon, He said

t and last year, the had a
crowd of 800 visitors and the
ber of visitors had nearly passt
that mark by the end of the previ-

us day.

This is family-run operation with
7,000 tree tap just five
years ago and is growing fast. They

nticipte producing 3500 gallons
o

the whole operation run smoother,
e said

“A lof less boiling time, a lot less
evaporation, it saves us tons and
tons of firewood,” he sai

See MAPLE, 5

w gun violence hes aifected ther

Students March for Their Lives
at Montpelier State House

by Doug McClure

MONTPELIER - A bracing non-
stop breeze did not stop an esti-
mated 2,500 students, teachers and
other adult supporters from turn-
ing out on Saturday, March 24 to
awmakers to enact gun con-
ion to keep kids safe in

their schools.
e crowd grew quickly and filled

fures. a colled snake with “Dont
[read on Me® emblazoned on it;
Kenneth Blodgett of Lowell, Ver-
mont, said “I think it's great that
everyhody came out to exercise

their first amendment rights. This
is a sort of frog-in-the-pot situation,
when the water's warm,
comfortable. But it's never enough.
These people won't stop until their
agenda is pnmdandmewatexgets
56 hot it il the frog, There alot
of gutofstate muney in play here.”
o the sole coun-
ter-protester. Two St. Michael's
College students spoke to this re-
porter while others in their group
atempted o suhd the purple o

need responsible and sensible gun
laws. The people’s vote should mat-
ter more than any lobbyist’s mon-
ey
“I think it's a really great show
o support” said prticpant Lo
sa Gray nt. “Its a really
neat dheplay of sohdity with iy
that have been traumatized by
these events [schoolshootings]. N
Gray

oo’ Madents from Randalph,

both 14, discussed thei reasons for
attendan

Chandler Anderson said “I feel
scared at school sometimes, Like
its only matter of time before it
happens in our school. Tt scares

never think it [a_school
shasting] is gonna happen, but now
it feels like it could happen any
day:” said Bailey Wood, After the

ARCH, 5

of that college in the s

“Tthink it important t acknowl-

he history America has had

with mass shootings,” said Marlon

lyde, 18. “Its time for politicians

to act in the interests of their own
ople.”

Jake Myers, also 18, said “We

Yellow Barn
Project on Course,
Say Officials

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK - According to
arah Waring, Executive Director
o Contes tor an Agrialtural
Economy (CAE) a

Town Manager Jon Jewetr, the

ep

project to use_the former Greens-
boro Garage is on track to pro-
duce the desired results. The site

was the subject of much publicity
last August when Governor Phil
Scott. announced it was receiving
a $250,000 economic development
grant uary of this year, the
Hardwick Select. Board approved

a dy underway to sta
knocking down walls and expand-

ing, including doubling the capac-
ity of their evaporator. This will be
their fifth expansion.

tour, Beauparlant
highlighted the importance of the

creases the sugar content in the sap
from about 2 percent out of the tree
to around 15 percent, This makes

CABOT—The _School
siimed the waring for a publie

g and re-vote of the school
hudxet t ts Monday mgm meet-
ing, filing i ning

Wi Tows Clok Betey Ritier

Tho public hearing wil bohld
April 9 from 6 pm. to 7 pm. in
(i Cabot schol ibrany. Tho vot
ing will take place from 7 am. to
e U Tty

Ao said people wanting to
tee ballot should

School Budget Re-vote
Ca]led For April 12

election day. She said ballots

will be printed for distribution
“within the time frame” for them
tobe available.

e is

proposed
59,306,585 The budger s est.
mated to result in education:
spending of $18217.03 per
equalized_pupil. number
is $103,000 less than the bud-
ecoposedloalTomalMsstn
A ety
por eualized papil s T
Pt e

ear.
Business Manager Christina
Kimball said this budget will
have a penalty tax of $40103,
bocase it is abote the penalty
threshold of $17,816 per equal-

ohoto by Vanessa Fournier

Tany Muray, of Molrdos Fals (efy hands Emiy Jones and her niece,

Marh 24 10 benert The
s 83,227,210 bonoit LACNY. T

Lamoile s Concer Ne{wcrk (LACN). The event

an_additional $25,000 from _its
own_economic_devélopment. fun
10 be maiched by potential federal
grants,

The property comprise ab
15" adred of Tand and 3 buld:

ge’ with an assessed value
o $61.600 for the building and
$96400 for the property, ‘which

ong with $2,100 of other value
00 160,100 The pusehace prie

Tor Waring Knew the other parties
in this group were; as of press time,
Meyer Rad not repied to a request
for an interview

Both Jowettand Waring stated

photo by Vanessa Fourier

Irena and Frank Kampf whip up some batter for pancakes Saturday at Mapl
Feast - The

Sourmet Pancake Broakia:
ored by The Cat
‘proceeds will go to support The Cabot Chionicle.

The event was sponsor

el ot the Cabor Sohool cotens
ot Community Associstion and all

Net Metering Solar
Proposal ‘Much
Too Expensive’

by Michael
HARDWICK — A proposal for a

ielawski

an ject was to
offe ace Tor existin
o Duinenses Jewet.cited Jas-
per Hill

cheese stors

age.

The barn itself, formerly a dairy

rm, i in disrepair and is not a fo-
cus Gt ans initial wor

art of what's going to be tricky

is that that barn has seen better

ears, so it will take some major
redoing to make the bam ready for
some of these companies. 1t may
be that additional buildings could
{make,the project] move o lide
faster” said Wari
mparative analysis of
what it fook to gt their own facility
ready — which Jewett says at
this point is the maximum end g
r the barn itself — it take 52-3
milion, said Waring
jewett says the s .
ondary focus. It will be cheaper to
construct new facilities on the site,
avoiding flood plain concerns, than
to rehabilitate the existing struc-
for food-oriented_businesses,
me of the core focuses of

Both Waring and Jewett declined

fundaiser was

potential tenants,

ect at an East Hardwick gravel pit
was introduced at last Thursday’s se-
ct board meeting, and the consen-
sus was that the town needs to learn
‘more detals before it can commit
com,
“net metering (also known as net
tive that allows you to store energy
in the electric gr
panels

change you can pull from the g‘nd
when your system is under-produc.
ng ke during mighttime.

TF the select board considers the
analysis of Hardwick Electric De-
partment, manager Mike
Sullivan, the project may be deat
on arrival

The presentation was delivered
by Alex Bravakis of Novus Energy
Development (NED). The project

It on & reclaimed grav-
el pit in East Hardwick.

v aid NED develops
these projects and they net-meter
the power to the local community,
allowing schools, towns, and busi-
nesses with energy savings and

“Essentially the way the netme.
ks is we build

that power. That's why we go to
schools and towns and hospitals,
because we know they are going to
be there for twenty years, paying
their bills.”

Based on NED's analysis,
town would save $9,000 per year
on glecrical costs for the next 20

the

*Ho also noted that public subsidy
plays an essential role

“The reasons these projects are
built, quite honestly, is because of
the tax credits ! sociate
with them,” he said. The carrent
federal tax credit is 30 percent of
thg costf the prsject

oard member Danny

Fialewas o ofthe o o sapect
there is more to t

“I'm always skeptical when some-
body comes in and says, it’s free
and it's good for you, no’ worries,”
he sai

Sullivan said he has sent the select
board an email explaining that he had
been working with Bravakds for over a
yoar e v with a pover purchase
agreement beneficial to ratepayers
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