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Sugarhouse Partners with 
Caledonia Spirits for Maple 
Open House Weekend
by Michael Bielawski

PLAINFIELD — Each year, the 
state celebrates its prized maple in-
dustry with an annual open house 
weekend that highlights the state’s 
individual sugar houses, letting the 
public tour sugarhouses to see the 
process.

This year, Farnham Farm on Up-
per Road just south of the Plainfield 
village was one of the sugarhouses 
that hosted the public.

Jack Beauparlant was running a 
tour on Sunday afternoon, He said 
that and last year, the farm had a 
crowd of 800 visitors and the num-
ber of visitors had nearly passed 
that mark by the end of the previ-

Students March for Their Lives
at Montpelier State House
by Doug McClure

MONTPELIER – A bracing non-
stop breeze did not stop an esti-
mated 2,500 students, teachers and 
other adult supporters from turn-
ing out on Saturday, March 24 to 
push lawmakers to enact gun con-
trol legislation to keep kids safe in 
their schools. 

The crowd grew quickly and filled 
most of the statehouse grounds. 
One counter-protester stood at the 
front to make his presence known, 
flying a white modernized version 
of the Gadsden Flag, which fea-
tures a coiled snake with “Don’t 
Tread on Me” emblazoned on it.

Kenneth Blodgett of Lowell, Ver-
mont, said “I think it’s great that 
everybody came out to exercise 

by Michael Bielawski

HARDWICK — The number of 
unfunded mandates from the state 
on local police departments is pil-
ing up, according to the police re-
port at last Thursday’s select board 
meeting.

One task assigned to police de-
partments is the assessment of 
school security that Gov. Scott has 
requested in light of the school 
shooting in Florida. Police chief 
Aaron Cochran said his depart-
ment has already met with the el-
ementary school and, by this week, 
he plans to have met with the high 
school.

“They [the elementary school] 

by Michael Bielawski

HARDWICK — A proposal for a 
500-kilowatt net-metering solar proj-
ect at an East Hardwick gravel pit 
was introduced at last Thursday’s se-
lect board meeting, and the consen-
sus was that the town needs to learn 
more details before it can commit.

According to energysage.com, 
“net metering (also known as net 
energy metering) is a solar incen-
tive that allows you to store energy 
in the electric grid. When your solar 
panels produce excess power, that 
energy is sent to the grid and in ex-
change you can pull from the grid 
when your system is under-produc-
ing like during nighttime.”

If the select board considers the 
analysis of Hardwick Electric De-
partment (HED) manager Mike 
Sullivan, the project may be dead 
on arrival.

The presentation was delivered 
by Alex Bravakis of Novus Energy 
Development (NED). The project 
would be built on a reclaimed grav-
el pit in East Hardwick.

Bravakis said NED develops 
these projects and they net-meter 
the power to the local community, 
allowing schools, towns, and busi-
nesses with energy savings and 
lower bills.

Unfunded Mandates 
Continue to Weigh
on Police Department

their first amendment rights. This 
is a sort of frog-in-the-pot situation, 
when the water’s warm, the frog is 
comfortable. But it’s never enough. 
These people won’t stop until their 
agenda is passed and the water gets 
so hot it kills the frog. There’s a lot 
of out-of-state money in play here.”

Blodgett seemed to the sole coun-
ter-protester. Two St. Michael’s 
College students spoke to this re-
porter while others in their group 
attempted to subdue the purple flag 
of that college in the strong breeze.

“I think it’s important to acknowl-
edge the history America has had 
with mass shootings,” said Marlon 
Hyde, 18. “It’s time for politicians 
to act in the interests of their own 
people.”

Jake Myers, also 18, said “We 

need responsible and sensible gun 
laws. The people’s vote should mat-
ter more than any lobbyist’s mon-
ey.”

“I think it’s a really great show 
of support,” said participant Loui-
sa Gray of the event. “It’s a really 
great display of solidarity with kids 
that have been traumatized by 
these events [school shootings].” 
Gray is 15.

Two students from Randolph, 

both 14, discussed their reasons for 
attendance. 

Chandler Anderson said “I feel 
scared at school sometimes. Like 
it’s only matter of time before it 
happens in our school. It scares 
me.”

“You never think it [a school 
shooting] is gonna happen, but now 
it feels like it could happen any 
day,” said Bailey Wood. After the 

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK — According to 
Sarah Waring, Executive Director 
of the Center for an Agricultural 
Economy (CAE) and Hardwick 
Town Manager Jon Jewett, the 
project to use the former Greens-
boro Garage is on track to pro-
duce the desired results. The site 
was the subject of much publicity 
last August when Governor Phil 
Scott announced it was receiving 
a $250,000 economic development 
grant. In January of this year, the 
Hardwick Select Board approved 

Yellow Barn
Project on Course, 
Say Officials

Net Metering Solar 

“Essentially the way the net-me-
tering program works is we build 
the project, every kilowatt-hour 
that goes onto the system we have 
to tell the utility where to credit 
that power. That’s why we go to 
schools and towns and hospitals, 
because we know they are going to 
be there for twenty years, paying 
their bills.”

Based on NED’s analysis, the 
town would save $9,000 per year 
on electrical costs for the next 20 
years.

He also noted that public subsidy 
plays an essential role.

“The reasons these projects are 
built, quite honestly, is because of 
the tax credits that are associated 
with them,” he said. The current 
federal tax credit is 30 percent of 
the cost of the project.

Select board member Danny 
Hale was one of the first to suspect 
there is more to the story.

“I’m always skeptical when some-
body comes in and says, ‘it’s free 
and it’s good for you, no worries,’” 
he said.

Sullivan said he has sent the select 
board an email explaining that he had 
been working with Bravakis for over a 
year to come up with a power purchase 
agreement beneficial to ratepayers.

an additional $25,000 from its 
own economic development fund 
to be matched by potential federal 
grants.

The property comprise about 
4-1/2 acres of land and a build-
ing which, according to town re-
cords, was last assessed as “fair to 
average” with an assessed value 
of $61,600 for the building and 
$96,400 for the property, which 
along with $2,100 of other value 
totals $160,100. The purchase price 
is listed at $375.000, bought by a 
group known as the 1781 Group, 
for which Andrew Meyer is listed 
as the sole contact. Neither Jewett 
nor Waring knew the other parties 
in this group were; as of press time, 
Meyer had not replied to a request 
for an interview.

Both Jewett and Waring stated 
an objective of the project was to 
offer additional space for existing 
local businesses; Jewett cited Jas-
per Hill as one candidate, for extra 
cheese storage.

The barn itself, formerly a dairy 
farm, is in disrepair and is not a fo-
cus of any initial work. 

“Part of what's going to be tricky 
is that that barn has seen better 
days. It was a dairy farm originally 
and then it's been a garage for 20 
years, so it will take some major 
redoing to make the barn ready for 
some of these companies. It may 
be that additional buildings could 
[make the project] move a little 
faster,” said Waring.

Citing a comparative analysis of 
what it took to get their own facility 
office-ready — which Jewett says at 
this point is the maximum end goal 
for the barn itself — it take $2-3 
million, said Waring.

Jewett says the barn is a sec-
ondary focus. It will be cheaper to 
construct new facilities on the site, 
avoiding flood plain concerns, than 
to rehabilitate the existing struc-
ture for food-oriented businesses, 
which is one of the core focuses of 
the project.

Both Waring and Jewett declined 
to be specific about potential tenants, 

by Will Walters

CABOT—The School Board 
signed the warning for a public 
hearing and re-vote of the school 
budget at its Monday night meet-
ing, filing it Tuesday morning 
with Town Clerk Betty Ritter.

The public hearing will be held 
April 9 from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. in 
the Cabot school library. The vot-
ing will take place from 7 a.m. to 
7 p.m. in the Willey building on 
April 12.

Ritter said people wanting to 
vote by absentee ballot should 
contact the clerk’s office as soon 
as possible to be sure that bal-
lot requests can be received and 
ballots mailed out to voters with 
time to have them returned by 

School Budget Re-vote 
Called For April 12

election day. She said ballots 
will be printed for distribution 
“within the time frame” for them 
to be available.

The proposed budget is 
$3,566.885. The budget is esti-
mated to result in educational 
spending of $18,217.03 per 
equalized pupil. The number 
is $103,000 less than the bud-
get proposed on Town Meeting 
Day. The projected spending 
per equalized pupil is 3.29 per-
cent higher than for the current 
year.

Business Manager Christina 
Kimball said this budget will 
have a penalty tax of $401.03, 
because it is above the penalty 
threshold of $17,816 per equal-
ized pupil.

ous day.
This is family-run operation with 

7,000 tree taps started just five 
years ago and is growing fast. They 
anticipate producing 3,500 gallons 
this year, up from 2,000 last year.

While the building and machin-
ery still look newly-installed, plans 
are already underway to start 
knocking down walls and expand-
ing, including doubling the capac-
ity of their evaporator. This will be 
their fifth expansion.

During the tour, Beauparlant 
highlighted the importance of the 
reverse-osmosis machine, which in-
creases the sugar content in the sap 
from about 2 percent out of the tree 
to around 15 percent. This makes 

the whole operation run smoother, 
he said.

“A lot less boiling time, a lot less 
evaporation, it saves us tons and 
tons of firewood,” he said.

See MAPLE, 5

have done a great job of securing 
that location,” he said. “We have 
some other ideas we went over to-
day, as well as combined training 
with the school staff and us.”

He talked about the push to move 
police officers from the Vermont 
Criminal Justice Training Council 
to the Office of Professional Regu-
lation.

“It’s continuing to pick up steam, 
and it looks like that may actually 
happen through legislation this 
year,” he said. “They are looking at 
a bi-annual fee structure, but they 
haven’t thrown any numbers out 
yet. That’s where we’re at there: yet 
another unfunded mandate.”

The police department was also 

notified this past month that the 
training council is adding an ad-
ditional five hours of continuing 
education credits to the twenty-five 
they already require.

“It doesn’t seem like a lot, but 
when I ran the numbers, it’s go-
ing to be another $1,200 of training 
money that I didn’t plan on... but 
we’ll make it work,” he said.

Town zoning administrator 
Kristen Leahy came before the 
board along with residents of East 
Hardwick to ask that the board ap-
prove Designated Village status, 
which would enable East Hardwick 
to gain more state aid for develop-
ment.
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