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Fifth Annual Floyd Fleaflicker
Event to Spay/ Neuter Cats

by Michael Bielawski
— The fifth an-

can Legion at 5

The event is dubbed “Flickerpaloo-
"

vent is run by Theres
Howard of Hardwick, who organi
raiser every year. The
event is named after Floyd, a cat of
above-average size, who will make
appearance at the fundraising
dinner.
Hardwick Veterinary Clinic per-
forms the spay and neuter proce-
Howard Andrea
et s aiways been very sup-
portive.
“She has outdone herself,” she
said, *She helps us any way she

Bioward said the event il
raise funds to benefit low-income
families with cats. She said some
n whats called the

Neuter Incentive

fundraiser will cover the co-pay, as

Howard said having fewer cats
iis better for animals and the com-
munity alike.

“T wrote about the diseased ani-
mals around town, with the feline
AIDS and felne leukemia,” she

aid. “Its a very real thing and
Were trying to bring awareness
that the less cats there are, the
less cats that wil catl

o e laa four years, her orga-

courtesy photo

cat mix:

is the mascot for the annual fundraiSer that benefits & spaylneuter p'ogram

fo faral cots it tho Hordwik
vears and has benefited over 200 cats.

area. The event has raised $16,000 over four

nization has raised over $16,000
and spayed/neutered over 200 cats.
Howard said hile they don't
have official numbers, the area has
far fewer cats than in the past

“If you think about their breed-
ing cycle,that's thousands of cats,”
she said.

Tn addition to Floyd, Sam,a for-
mer stray who once lived under
the green 1874 Building on Main
i mportant part of the
efforts history: Howard took the
cat to the clinic with some money
collected by friends and they ended
up with $40 remaining after Sam
was checked. That $40 ended up

ing the seed that started the
Flickerpalooza effort.

Howard continues to help local
cats in dire situat
she took in two four-week-old kit
tens that were dehydrated and had

nurse them

turday's event,
Howand said in past years they've
raised at ear and
She hopes 1o et over that mark
this year. The event is an all-you-
v and included as
silent auction of donated prizes.
Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for
attendees under 10 an
tickets for
prizes will be available through-
out the evening.
event usually draws 110
t0 120 attendees. For this vear's

ent, the menu will include spa-

ghetti with marinara or meat

sauce, Swe meatballs, and
re. Howar

more.
neighbors cooked up 647 meatballs
on multiple ovens in preparation
for the feast.

Alexandra Dunn, Regional Administrator of fiegion One — New England Environmental Protection Agency, d
rawick Town Manager, for the town's commitment toward improvements in water quality, the watershed
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Town Gets Praise
from State Over Water
Management Efforts

wski

HARDWICK — While the rest
of the state and local communities
wrestle with state agencies over the

st and feasibility of best practices
regarding water system and runoft

Hardwick Electric Solar Project
Update at Select Board Meeting

by Michael Bielawski

HARDWICK — At last week's
select_board meeting, Hardwick
Electric board member G
polli gave an update on the long-
anticipated solar project planned
for the gravel pit at the end of Bill-
ings Ron
he L-megawatt project, dubbed
A for e T e Hadoick
Electric Department (HED) serves,
been on the back-burner for
.mm of last year, as HED didn'
Fihe prices it wanied during the
il idding procss. Now the

prices have come down.
eve conined working on the
HIL py
Dropeoe it Mive [HED mnar
er Mike Sullivanl is really excited
about,” Campolli said. “The cost in
the industry has really come down
and looking at the cost for that pow-
er project, it would be about 9 cents
a kilowatt hour, which is reason-
able enough.”

Campolli said the gravel pit is an
ideal location, because it is already
considered a disturbed site by the
state and it has favorable sun ex-

sure.

‘There was no update on the net-

grade_infra-
structure in the Hardwick Village
ckville P as, remov-
ing the old 2,400-volt transformers
and replacing them with new, high-
er-capacity s

1o gomi 1o grealy reduce

our line-losses — over 86 percent,”
she said. “With these old systems,
ee SOLAR, 3

WNESU Partners With School
Safety Agency to Offer Training

by Doug McClure

WSABOT — In o press rolesse
ington Northeast Supervi-

s()ry e (WSO caid
€ ALICE Training Institute are
Eninging ALICE Trsining Tnsiroc
tor Certification to Cabot on July

“This two-day instructor course
is designed to teach proactive sur-
vival strategies for violent intru

e o acve hooter ncdents, The
Drovide individuals with survival-
enhancing options for those criti-
cal moments in the gap between
when a violent situation begins
and when law enforcement arrives

on scene,” reads the release.
E stands for Alert, Lock-

down, Tnform, Counter and Evacu-
ate, and is a_training_program
which the release says is “in line
with recommendations” of mul-
tiple federal, state, and local au-
thorities; none of those authorities

ave however, endorsed it

“Completing the ALICE Train-
ing Tnstructor Certification course
provides individuals with certifica-
tion in ALICE and allows them the
opportunity to bring the strategies
Back to ther places of work Add:
tionally, registrants will
cobs o éxctusive ALICE resourcos;
the release says.

The training is controversial, be-

use there is no evidence to sup-
port its effectiveness. Some critics
say the training makes potentially
dangerous assumptions about the
shooter, or shooters. Drawing the
st controversy is one form of the
training that teaches students to
distract the shooter by throwing
objects. There are several reports
of injuries of the training causing
insurance problems.
e-mail, WNESU Superin-
tendent Mark Tucker said “Teach-
ing the students to ‘distract a
shooter’ is one of several possible
techniques that we might teach our
students to do. The point of this
workshop is to ‘train the trainers’
TRAINING, 4

Causes and Costs of Childhood
Trauma Analyzed at Meeting

by June Pichel Cook

GREENSBORO — Attempts to
answer questions about childhood
trauma and the consequential as-
sociated costs
tiere covered in a recent report by
Elementary School Principal Eric
Erwin. His findings were aired a
the Takeview Union. Blementary
School Board's recent meetin

report came at the request of
the board to see f such costs coul
bo separated out of the school bud-
get and y the state.

s Vermont legslaiors may
ot fuly understand school budget
increases because of student. sup-

port neds that go well eyond aca-
demics. The costs to the healtheare
Systems have been tracked, but the
costs and impacts on schools have

1.
The amorphous definition of
childhood trauma is daunting. Er-
win, sees the rising cost intercon-
with poverty, increased aca-
demic expetations, and untreated
mental ecause. of
bayriersto access
rwin_stated: “(The complica-
tmnﬁ\ include the difficulty in de-
-auma,’ the vast differences
n states in how student be-
haviors and needs are addressed,
and the tangled correlation be-

tween poor academic performance
and psycho-socil diffcltios”

more readily identifiable, but “edu-
cators are witness to

of families and parenting beh:
fors, and the range of what consti-
tutes trauma can be startling,” ac-

coding )
uch 4s loss of a pet,
family diseord, ‘death. of 4 par.

easily discernible. Loose parental
supervision, allowing hours of un
supervi n time, can affect
2 Blds academic. parforsance

See TRAUMA, 7

photo by Jim Fiint

the Community Greenspace at 321 Souin Craltsbry Road. Sponsored by
AArts, the E

Wonde: 2rth Doy event marked the second anniversary of the two
acre cation,
From left to right ére: Hyla Thompson, Kevin Gregaire, Jess Aomeo, Carol

Fairbank, Lisa Sammet, Barb Fiin, Tara Young, Skye Livingston, and Amelia
Fitz

Teachers, Support
Staff Sign Agreement
With School Boards

by Will Walters
PLAINFIELD — Negotiations

, and the Washing-

ton Northeast Supervisory Union

(WNESU) have concluded, and the

agreements came into effect a

matifcaion by union members and
e WNESU board.

e tentymemontha. of ne-
gotiations were interrupted over a
dispute on conducting negotiations

X per-
visory union_ negotiators felt was
required by the state open meet-
ing ut was contested by the
teachers’ negotiators, who wanted
negotiations in executive session,
excluding the public.

Unfair labor practices complaints
were filed by both sides and heard
by the state Labor Relations Board,
which ruled the open meeting law
did not apply. An appeal to the Ver-
mont. Supreme Court did not get
the labor boards ruling reversed.
Through a byzantine method de-
vised by the attorneys for WNESU,
negotiations continued while the

challenges were dliberated

mediator was engaged to re-
view the proposals by the supervi-
sory wnion and the jeachers, rop-
resentatives and issue a decision,

The support ‘stafl agreement
came on December 20, 2017, and
was implemented in late Jamk
ary, following ratification by
et eha b
The teachers’ agreement came on
, with final ratification on
6.

ts cover th

reements are retroactive
July 1, 2017,
Coniract language in the support
n, which covers unli-
censed school staff including para-
professionals, bus drivers, custodial
ff, food service workers, and of-
fioe ddministrative stff, was basi-
caly unchanged, except for new sal-
ary and healtheare artangements.
See a

‘management, Hardwick has gotten
nothing but praise from the state’s
top regulatory voices

impressive to hear the
commpiment s the watershed, wh
ter quality, and infrastructure n a

small town,” Environmental Pro-
fection Agoncy (BPA) Region 1 Ad-
ministrator Alex Dunn said. “And

the knowledge and expertise that

you are all bringing to this is just
incredible.

“I ha ough meeting
very lange aties whege they seimed

than you in terms of what you are
doing and why you are doing i
) top state

offcals on environmental and wa-
ter runoff mat to visit
the Memorial Building on Monday

ing and tour the town to see
its water systems,

The states 2015 Clean Water
e town make

»
|
3

miles of roads, including 55 miles
of dirt ro: 20 paved miles, as
well as culverts and ditches.

Town manager Jon Jewett said
Hardwick has a town plan which
integrates management
strategies to identify critical in-
frastructure and determine where

k to point out that
ot ooty ha the been able to
E

Police Chief at
. Event in Uniform
Raises Concerns

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK — At least one citi-
zen expressed concern about Polic
Chief Aaron Cochran appearing i
ifors 85 & representais of Yo
mont. Law Enforcement. Against
Gun Control (VLEAGC), feeling his
articipation in uniform indicated
an official town endorsement of that
onganizatios pro-gun positions.
the Aprl 5 select board moet-
5 an atibndos whe 5po p
portof Chief Cochran's participatio
in the
in Montpelier stated that he ha
heard that “some letters” had been
o the select board expressing
concern about the Chief's participa-
tion in the event. The Gazette ob-

tained a copy of an email written
by Jennifer Fliegelman and sent to
Town Manager Jon Jewett and se-

Tect board chair Eric Remi
In the cmail, Fliegelman wrote

“T just saw a video o
Digger of a press conference with
rights’ advocates at the state

e

for me. While it 1s disturbing that

our police chief is against gun con-
trol, it is his prerogative to hold
whatever views he chooses. Howev-
er, he rm, he

represents our town, and as such, I
don't think he should be able to use
ce CHIEF, 4

The Wolcort United Methodist Church phase
i Property Menagement, owned by Eric Clark of

and walls began Aoril 2. TE

ohoto by Venessa Founier
two construction of fo0tings

Hardwick snd Waker Daley of Cabo,are the contractos for the estoration

project to preserve the hstori 1656 buid
opla

e granite foundstion is being

ced with a now’
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MorsE INDUCTED INTO
SporTs HaLL OF Favie
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In Towns,

WhirreraiL Facrs
AT CARE CENTER

In Arts, 6

NUNSENSE MUSICAL
Comepy May 4




