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SPARK Incubator
Holds Open House

by Hester Fuller

GREENSBORO — Thursday eve-
ning, several dozen enterprising,
curious and creative souls dropped
by for a “very soft” Open House at
SPARK, the new incubator space in

ment of the United Church. Guests
nibbled on snacks and got

modern equipment that is typically
beyond the financial reach of indi-
viduals and small businesses.

e tools on display at the open
house included a couple of 3-D

software;

ricating  parts and  prototypes.

SPARK also has a table-top photo
studio lighting set-up that local ar-
i fo el uight ey
to do catalog shoots of their wares.
ot e gt of reatng
outsize, high-quality graphics —
signs, posters and images — up to
four feet wide and as long as you
rioue medin, including

paper, fabrics and vin;
eing able to aciess highv-end

that might. be prohibitively expen-

sive to invest in [on my ownl,”

Beana Bern, a_photog

freelance business consultant in

West Glover, “Bcongmies o scale
n be challenging for small busi-

ness anywhere, but even more so in
e NEK

See SPARK, 9

courtesy photo
3D printer to r Mery Metcalf

Adan L
at the SPARK Open House.

Legislative Update:
The $34 Million
Dollar Question

by Michael Bielaws!

HARDWICK — Thi State-
ot soveion Formall ‘anded
May, but continues in a special ses-
sion as the governor and lawmak-

o1ty tasos. Tho mafority n the Leg—
islature wants to
pay down pension fand liabilices
for state and_education, workers.
r argues that a combi-
it of eacaton oy rems
will achieve new savings in years to
csome, yehich can then pay back the
34

In ye
Bet'k

tonday’ session, Rep. Scott
“ReSt. ohmsours, propased

leals with
modifies education funding. Simi-

base spending amount per pupil of
$13,200.

an interview, he explained
that “districts spending more than
that amount would receive an ad-

ditional rate proportional to how
ch they spend beyond the base.”
e more a district_spends be-
yond the proposed $13,200 limit,
the more penalty per dollar is as’
sessed o the districes budget
Beck's amendment would also al-
locate anticipate
from the expiration of Act 46 school
merger tax incentives towar
ing back the $34 million in ques-
t failed on a
voice vote an the House floor.
topresentative Juuet Ancel, D-
Calais, said on the House floor that
er committeo determined Becks
amen loes too many thi
Which have not been vetted by all
te committees.
Trojano,
nard, in an interview 's

D-Stan-

“Penalties have been disastrous
for some disricta” he said. T un:

retand the coneep, | ndersiand
e state tells you that you
are spending too much, then You
are going to-be. penalized. Bat you
know these budgets are not passed
with frivolous spending in them.
They are really coming down to

bare-bones.”
See MILLION, 5

Maunsell Sentenced
for Library Misconduct

by Doug McClure

NEWPORT CITY - David Fran-
cis Maunsell was convicted of lewe
and lascivious conduct on 29 M;
and sentenced o probation, a S147
fine and six days To serve by ddge

=
g
gEiE
et

mont Superior Court. The $147 fine
is due 018, accord-
ing to a court filing.
ing elso requires Maunsell

to “keep the Court informed of any
change of home address within 3
days of such change” until the bal-
ange i paid.

the sentencing, the previous

arrest warrant Kupersmith issued
is vasated, accnnding in, Heather
Macdonald of the court.
vition s for an incident in Which
nsell siting at a
public computer at the Gre
dbrary, apparently volved
in lewd and lascivious conduct
the third such ineident n-

volving Maunsell. In October, 2016,

X4

ajy ed him of similar ac-
tions at the Jeudevine Libr
Hardwick. That case was tried in

‘aledonia County Superior Court.
Reports indicate that Maunsell
was also comvieted ofIewd and las-

Juct at the St. Michael's
e v o 1555

photo by Vanessa Fournier

Members of the Wolcott Funning Club, from left. Front (let to right) Fyder Donati. Cecil Mayo, Guffin Fianders. Back
ow, //sfuor/g/vﬂ Sate et Kiley eyo, Emiy Kimbsl, Sophi Donct] Jegs Dauso, Scout Eagan, Makenma egger

Gring recess fo encourege physical ety

Crowds Enjoy Adamant’s

Annual Blackﬂy Festival

by Doug McClure

ADAMANT - Tompersturcs in
the low seventies and bri

Op on June 2 for th
nual Blackfly Festival. Fortunately
or the visitors, the festival’s name-
sake did not make much an appear-

“We brought the wind with us to
Keep the blackflies away,” joked folk

were a scavenger hunt, a walk along
Sodom Poud with Rifard Czaplin:
Blacfly pio cotest -« a pazade, and
il pm. viiors Could buy food
hotoft e e was a silent
auction in which people could bid
on gitcortiiaten, art, and expert.
ences, travel, and more great stuff
than you can shake a bottle g
dope at”scepringto the program
from the event will go
Lo het e Adamant Co-Op ke o
with maintenance on its building,
which was purchased in 1940. The
co-op has served as a village hub,
oSt offce and general store sincs

l’l'he money raised] goes o help
wit ‘maintenance,

Sort of thing.* said Adamant Co-Op
co-manager Andrea Serota. “Our
plumbing system is a composting

toilet. For years, this was the only
co-op with' Wi no running

photo by Doug McClure

David Sheerz (left congratulates Moraiisa Calta on her winning enty in the
Blacktly pie contest at the Adarmant BlackTly Festival on June 2.

water”
ta s3id the o-op belives the
Adamant Co-Op to be the cldes
continuousl Pt
Just i Vermont but i the country.
t, Vermont's poctry
am championsinee, 3004 abd o
thor of multile books, hosted the
writers’ slam. The idea of the slam
is for people to produce a piece of

hoto by Vanessa Fournier

Jeremy Michaud (center) and his wire Lesiie (eft) of Kingdom Creamery of
East Hardwick, gave a tour of their facility, which makes Soft serve creamer

mix, hard ice croam, butter and

week. Pictured from left to right are Maveric
Alana Hislop, Abigail Kreis, Sophie Schaefer, Maya Remick and Rhea Apicell;

Yoguits 1o J-term Hezen Union stucents /ast

Murphy, Carter Hill Evan Riethe,

writing which can be read to the
audience in three minutes or less.
ople of ages gave presentations,
incluging Iyoarold Aliza Azar”
“Tiae Blackfly pie conteat s o
bmitted
r savory blackfly-themed
pis or judgment. Pies were judged
on taste and how much of an hom-
age to blsckﬂxes the food consti-
ut judging, the pies were
available by the shce for a dolar
each. The overall winning pies were
Maralisn Calta's “DEET. {a quiche
Dutch gouda, E:

thubarb pie by Alice Blachly, and
pellant Repel e by

iy Wil and Brinh
ol musicians Tom Macken-

*H

next, a short procession of kids an
aduls, some dressed iy Blackly-
themed costumes, and _tract

pulling trailers with more kids on
them. There also were corgis, hand-

Plainfield playing first. Rick Win-
ston and Franklin Heyburn played

N4 pm, the estval drew g
close. O, 55 described in the offi
cial program, “Grill closes. Feathval
ends. Blackflies all die.

See BLACKFLIES, 9

luesasy and Thursdsy

Wolcott'Woodbury

Agency

of

Education
Releases Act 46
Proposals

by Hester Fuller
MON‘I’E’EL!ER Solest Friday

fical incntives by proposing and
approval for plans
that met cora B siate says will

i o e o

o o Baeation, 146 Voo
towns have created 39 new, consoli-
dated districts. There are now 114
fover school distriets in Vermont,

liminated satev
o Wb consclidation

the towns of the Orleans
Siperviry Dnion (0SS0 ool
rated on such a joint proposal under
Section 9. The docum

tary plan will be subject to manda-
imposed by the Board

Under the first, three (voluntary)
phases, districts could qualify for

tions response to Section proposals
it plBl\5 to lna.ke to the Board of Edu-
cation, whose authority over the

See AGENCY, 7

Agency Defers
Craftsbury
Act 46 Decision

by Hester Fuller

CRAFTSBURY — The Agency of
Rducation (AoR) will noi. recom-
mend that the Crafisbury school
district be merged with any other
district or group of districts under
Act 46 —at least for the time being.

ral participated in_the
proposal for an alternative gover-

(OSSU). On Friday, the Agency is-
sued its recommendations to the

oard of education in_ th
form of a draft, plan for consolidat-
ing school governance statewide.
Rather than responding to the
ot proposals suthors os one
group, however, the Agency had
one response ry
Gnfon's (SU) union school districts
(Hazen Union and Lakeview) and

towns who do not belong to a union
ool district, The Agency’s dsig-
ted s

were part of
mmendations to
the state Board of Education, which

will rule this fall on a statewide

»l
nance. The
initiative is the latest in a decade-
long series of attempts to address
shifting demographics and declin-
ing enrollments in Vermont's public

The joint OSSU proposal features
administrative_collaborations, in-
cluding a nifled tronpartition
contract and joint negotiations for
stal ers across member
Sehools Tt o miegrates distine.
tive assets

educational oppor-
tunities that would be open to all
students p.
Regarding the Craftsbury School
istrict, the report states that
because the Secretary  believes
that it is not practicable to require

District with another district o

the statewide plan. By the time the

State B

statewide plan in November,itmay
ee DE(

CISION, 7

State Wants Cabot
and Danville to
Reconsider Merger

by Michael Bielawski
CABOT - This past Friday the
Agency of Education (Aok) mad

recommendations that 18 districts
including Cabot. School — move to
‘merge with other districts in accor-
dance with the 2015 school merger
a, Ac 46

t had applied for alterna-
tive-dhgiies st as alowed for

under Section 9 of Act 46. Alterna-
tive status can mean not merging
with another district, but keeping
a disriets independet gmemance
structure. The distric
Structure called for by Act 46 would

t voters rejected a merger
proposal in the summer of 2017,
which would have closed it is high
school and merged with Danville
and Tinfieldsehool distrcs, Vot

2 m roj a
ratio of more than 2:1, with 356 ‘no'

votes against 163 yex'vota
riday's * announcement,

the ALk rowves the poncibiy of 4
merger. The Agency's findings are a

of Education as it completes a final

statewide plan, which is due on or
before November 30. The report
states that;

tary believes that
the best means of mesting the

46 Goals — for each district indi-
vidually and for the region . is for
the S of Education to

o the evermante stvoctires
of the Cabot Scool District and
the Dan
single unified wnion school dintrict
that provides for the education of its
PreK-12 students ... an d
[Unified Union School _District]
becomes o member district of the
Caledonia Central St
nere wil b mors mectings
o the AGE. i Coto S
administration to discuss the best
lucational services.

sory Union oversees Cal
Tucker said he has had a chance to
view the latest AOE

lates proposal for
Gabot as well as o Twinfeld Usion
“Iam not surprised by any of it,”
See MERGER, 7
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DovLE ExHipiT is A
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