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by Will Walters
CABOT — The first of what
could be a number of votes on the

new fire station to be built on the
former Gochey prope ute
5 in Lower Cabot failed by a

ntee bal-

town meeting warning because,
select board chair Mike Hogan
said, the warning was already
published so it was too late to
call the vote in Mamh The rush
to meet a deadline to purchase

Bevelopment, precluded a Town
Meeting vol

Calling the vote on Primay
Day, which has a undmonnlly
lower turnout, has be es-
uoned by the public in local con-
at the in-

time
applmnuons Sid ot allow o ¥ 10
b e general election
iy Rovember andthe rapid pur-
chase by the town accelerated the
need for seeking funds. Resident
Steve Cox said the timing of the
vote is not good; it should be done
at town meeting to get enough
people know about the vote. Ho-
gan said that the town counsel

Craftsbury ‘Greensboro * M

Fire Station Advisory
Vote Goes Up In Flames

suggested that they do it as soon
a

Hogan said Lhe ummg muzhc be
d ma

ing of the select board he thought
the board should get a sense of
the town before it moves forward
with the project. He said that the
tax payers will vote on any money
that the town will have to spend
on this project, no matter how
much they will need to spend.
“Depending on what we get for
funding grants, even if there is
X amount left for the taxpayers,
that is going to come before the
taxpayer to vote on it. We're not

At its first mecting, dxe nm

Jim Norris
built 7 foot high by 8 foot wide brick sign base Aug. 6 in front of the
ck Elomentery Scool. 1 wil holdan elecironi ispy i wtich

e
willbe controlied from inside the s:

Hazen Gets $175k Grant
For Career Academy

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK — The Norther;
Border Regional _Commission
(NBRC), a federal-state partner-
ship with a mission of promo
ing economic development in the
region, aw: H nion
$175,000 grant, the NBRC an-

‘mul
year program to develov a career
academy at the s
‘Assisting in the process will he
g of er fo

at secks to provide stu-
ts with multiple paths to

graduation, based on their inter-

iative, the first

ademy will work with
local businesses and artisans —
she hopes to have thirty — pro-
viding apprenticeship or work-
based-learning_opportunities to
students for course credit. It will

take college courses for credit. An
objective of the academy is to in-
volve the students in the decision

sively following a pre-determined,
See GRANT, 7

As Heat Records Fall,
Utilities Feel the Strain

by Doug McClure
BURLINGTON/HARDWICK
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Ty days in Morrisville report-
ing less than average rainfall, a
ee HEAT, 7

group ittt the cost of the
proposal could be between $2 mil-
Tion and §8 million. The working
group reported

S st mecting: ke expm.
, based on funding needs
ompleted sto-
tions, estimates are $2 millios

$3 million in total project ptiel
The estimates can vary widely,
a8 1o definitive construction pro-

Federal Emergency Managemem.

and, more recently, steep tarifs.
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A curious cow investigates the camera at Lagais Brothers Farin East Harcwick. Like all iy forms, the Lageis'far s focig oresurs e ot on ek orces

Dairy Farmers’ Price Woes
Made Worse by Trade Tariffs

by Doug McClure

EAST HARDWICK - President
Trump's trade wars are having an
impact on the Vermont dairy i
dustry. A glut of milk nationwide

Kong, and China is making things

t0 by Vanessa Fournier

ohoto
Charlotte Martin and her son Jace, 19 months, of Sheldon ffront) and L//‘co/n

Fobillard, 2. of Craftsbury ride the little train at Craftsbury's Ol Home Dz

worse. These three trading part-
ners are Vermont’s largest desti-
nation for exports, accounting for
over half of 2017 total, according
to

= g zemi-qutono-

tinat

ounced hoavy doiryapocine .
well,

tariffs are exacerbating

townmard ssure.

e tariffs duprnpanmnabely
fmpact dairy cxpor, pecanse un.
like other exports, dairy exports
are perishable.

He said the co-op is “very con-
cerned” about the situation and if
it continues, the cost will be “hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars”
Agri-Mark’s primary internation-
al export is whey, which is used in
hundreds of products, and China
is g major 1mpor x.

The administration an-
nounced xu billion in aid to farm-
ers in July. DiMento pointed out
that, o far, the tariffs total $34 bil-
lion. The situation is dire enough
that Agri-Mark hosted a_summit
with dairy farmers throughout the
Northeast on August 13 to try to
comme up with slutigna.

Chris Laggis and his brother,

g

I lm, run Eost Hordwicks Log-
gi s Farm, which has
mughly £ cows, and Chris was

A Closer Look at the Select
Board Sand Supplier Decision

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK - At its July o
meeumz, the select board v

i
including a letter to the editor
(see Letters from Readers, page
4), the Gazette decided to request
some more details about the dis-
cussion and the decision.

The road sand contract was on
the agenda for the July 19 select

ard meeting. There were three
bids: $5.75/yard _from Demers,

90/yard from Davis and $6.
vard from Gravel.

The meeting included a dis-
cussion about several aspects
of the contract: the quality
of the sand, the length of the

&

contract and the price

‘Town Manager Jon Jewett not-
ed that the results of sieve tests,
which evaluate the amount of fine
particles in the road sand, are an
important metric for determining
the quality of the sand.

“What we're concerned about is
#200 sieve test, primarily,” Jew-
ctt said at the meeting. “We want
to keep [fine sand] out hecause it
will wash into the ditches.

“The sieve analyses we've got-
ten this year are a lot cleaner
[than last],” Jewett said at the
‘meeting. He added that the sam-
ples ranged from 1.9% - 2.3% of
the #200 fine sand.

He said that all three bidders’
sand yielded similar sieve test re-
sults.

Road Foreman Tom Fadden
Voiced concern about awarding a

contract for a three-year term, as
the quality of sand received this
year may not be matched in the
subsequent two years. Jewett
said he was comfortable with a
three-year contract, because the
sieve test could be performed by
the state inexpensively through-
out the duration of the contract.

With three bids on the table,
the select board opted to go into
executive session to discuss the
bids further, with vice chair Dan-
ny Hale recusing himself owing
to a personal relationship with
one bidder.

Asked about the decision to
move the discussion into execu-
tive session, select board Chair
Eric Remick said “The select
board needed to deliberate about
the sand contract in private.” He

See SAND, 7

eager to discuss the situation.

‘Exports were going really well
until late winter, then all this tar-
iff talk started,” he said. “We are
very dependent on exports.”

Tn addition to the drop in dairy
prices, beef prices have dropped,
as well, so the farm is getting hit
hard. Laggis said there have been
rough spells in the past, especial-
Iy in 2009, but this time is dif-
ferent. Tn 2009, he said he could
see an end to the problem, but
that is not the case now. Despite
the worsening crisis, Laggis said
it haw not offected s and hia
brother’s love for the w

"“We il think it a good busi-
ness. We're troubled. We're con-
cerned, but we still enjoy the
vork. This [situation] has to ond.
and Ive a how, but
Thave 10" beliove it will Theso
things have a way
i

ot ot seeing light at the end of

Brothers Farm
Albans Co-op-
erative Creamery, whic
membership of over 360 farms.
Attempts to reach the co-op for
comment were unsuccessful.
Dairy farmers are not the only
ones impacted by the tariffs.

Businesses that rely on their milk
are also affected, though not as
directly. Mateo Kehler of Jasper
Hill Farm said the tariffs have
not affect his operation as some
might expect, as the company
does export much, but does have
a substantial impact on costs o
‘materials and equipment.

He said Jasper Hill can not ex-

port cheese to Canada, because
That country has a protectod mar-
ket. Unlike the US., Canadian

Laggis also mentioned supply
‘management and said the US.
system is too entrenched and
large to change, especially as
‘more and more corporate consoli-
dation happens. In 2016, farmers
in Canada were receiving an av-
erage price for milk 61% higher
than U.S. farmers.

DiMento said the obvious out-
come, if nothing changes, will be
farms going under. Since 2010, the
‘number of dairy farms in Vermont
has fallen 27%. That number has
fallen by 10,000 since 1950.

Ben Notrerrnann of Srug Velley Farm won the hay
J Farmers Olymipies, hel on Steving Fild » Caftsbury Aug. &
feam.

Anpual
Nottermann was on The Hipnecks Te

oto by Venessa Fourier
toss at the Fourth
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