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Vermont Gubernatorial
Candidates Outline Priorities

Christine Hallquist Plans to
Focus on Rural Vermont

by Doug McClure

ORRISTOWN -~ Christine

Hallqux st is gearing up for the

goneraldlction. Statewids, she
ried mary by

39 5 perent Caceonding to i

X k o 8 question”

she said. * e hav-

ing these dlscussmns ahont fight-
s [of

o eaid. <Not snly do’

re
broadband pwders aceess to
that fiber.

“[The muemel providers] don't
want [to build] that infrastruc-
Lurealall"shesmd “They'e los-
thir-

n it.”
P iliticn can also_foat
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about how such a project o e
pai
Hnllqmst said that having the

pact whethe
to stay in or move to rural Ver-

mont.
“Who the hell, what young per-
son, would move to rural Vermont
't get connected [to

the ndernet?” he asked. It you
want to bring young people and
ive

got 1o have fiber:
Asked about Act 46, Hallquist
said it had gone as far as it could
she is vinced it was

e adverdisedsolution. She it
on the subject of education, and a
host of other issues, local control
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is needed to achieve good results.

Hallquist spoke about the $15/

Bour minimum wago that baa

a divisive subject in Ver-
mont politis for the phst vear and
said people are thinking about it
t00 narrowly and using unsound
metrics. One part of her new plan
is measuring economic success by
how well the bottom 20% is doing
financially.

“The working class hasn't re-
ceived a raise in forty years,” she
said. “If we just adjusted the min-
imum wage from the late 1960s,
itd be $22 an hour right now. Ey-
erybody needs to rise up on this
one. T tell this to young people be-
cause they don't understand they
don't need to live this way. Until
we get to the point where people
have a living wage and we have
Medicare for All, we're going to
have to subsidize.”

When asked what she would
say to a_small business owner

who couldn't support paying em-

h, H:

Governor Phil Scott Thinks
Outside Chittenden County

by Doug McClure

MONTPELIER - Governor Pl
Seott s secking  gecond te

Vermonts Repablican. Governor.
This 1 interviewed Scott

epnrl
at the Pavilion in Montpelier.
rmor_dis

econo:
s The effoct u{Vermnnl Sy
pmhlems are magni
e said ne fnde it “cancemmg"
that the state has an aging popi-
e having trouple At
tracting younger people. The cur-
rent trends have led to declining
qurollment in achools, 8 shrink.
ing  workforce,
calthers couta
second oldesl tate
[m Lerm o ents
Why we have to Toeus on gmwmg
the economy and trying to bring
more young people into the state.
Everything ia tiod o our popula-
tion's demogray
“There are mbs vailable” said
on't have people

52

g

ed (hem you'tbe & ax fncrease
e heay fre-

ployees that
“Moving to a living wage P
proved Medicare is a question of
being a civilized society. We're
going to figure it out, and we're
going to grow businesses. It's not
Tike we're gonna solve this thing
overnight, it may be a ten-year
path, but people should be hiring
leaders that will have a vision
that goes beyond that.”

n the subject of the opioid cri-
sis, Hallquist adopts a CEO's per-
spective, She said flatly the fried
approaches have faile

“We've spent a trillion dollars
since Richard Nixon declared war
on drugs, and we haven't changed
drug use at all. We've incarcerat-
ed people, we've broken up fami-
lies, we've attacked marginalized
communities, so that’s a failed
model.”

n it comes to the contro-
versial issue of the new gun laws,
said “Anything about re-
moving weapons from somebody
who's a danger to themselves and
ers... that's called common
sense.”

let o pmpellv taxes,” he said.
“We [the state] have been able
in those

ol
Electric Power Comp
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n
and. ‘According to Scott,
AT&T s working with a technol
ogy that end broadband
vy, pmnomngn on the ex-
terior of utility lins

Seot does ot support a logis-

f we raise the minimum
wage, it going to put a cortain
sector of businesses out of bus;
ness, T2 aruﬁmally oflate we
es will just [cause] the cost of liv-
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ing to increase. Wages are coming
up with demand. I don't know a
single business gwner that pays
minimum wage

Seot inherited Act 46 from pre-
vious administrations

*I was encouraged to see that
they were grappling with the
problem. schools are im-
Dortant — if they can deliver &
Rieh quality education to our kide
at a cost that we can afford. We
cantt lose that,

We have fo accept that w
have to do things differently. It's
very difficult to have those con-
versations, because it’s emotional

effectively, efficiently, providing
the quality of education that kids
erve.”

Healthcare is an area where
Seott’s administration has pio-
neered a new approach, he said.
He said his focus is on

tient holistically, more about pre-
vention, instea arging] for
every single procedure. We start-
ed a pilot project with Medicaid in
order to do this. We've had some
ad_experiences in the not-too-
distant past with single-payer,so
to do something differ-

When asked about the impact
of opioids, Scott pointed to the
developing “hub and spoke” treat-

P
tion. Scott said it is being used as
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The proposal for the yellow barn, as presented at the hearing on August 23.

No One Shows Up for

Yellow Barn Hearing

by Doug McClure

ICK - A warned hear-

ment Association (NVDA) 5howed
up for the meeting
The financing of the project is
complicated, but the consequenc-
es are significant. Hardwick just
voted to apply for a $1 million
grant. Town Manager Jon Jewett
drew a simple diagram of where
the money would come.
“Primarily what we're trying to
0 is to take a piece of property
that has a lot of historic value to
this town but also by its nature
as a huge barn is like a gateway
to this town and a gateway to the
agricultural _economy  that we
re all benefiting from. We want
to maintain that barn and pre-
serve it, but we also want to take

es to find a place to stay in town.
Caledonia Spirits is a four-and-
ahalf million dollar company
that is leaving the town of Hard-
wick because they couldn't find a
place that was cost-effective and
a good location that would allow
them to grow and develop. They

courtesy Coe +Coe Architects

foto by Doug McL‘rule
Hardwick Town Manager Jon Jewett expiains the funding mechanism:
sources for the Yellow Barn Project at a public hearing on August 23.

left, they're going to Montpelier.
Montpelier's investing over a mil-
lion dollars to get Caledonia Spir-
its and keep them there. A group
of us looked at this yellow barn
and said this is a great opportu-
nity to make use of this.”

See HEARING, 7
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Hazen Welcomes Incoming 7th and 9th Graders

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK - For the second
successive year, Hazen held an
open house'for its incoming 7th
and 9th grade classes with a prin-
cipal just as new as the kids com-
ing in.

New principal David Perrigo,
formerly of Sizer School in Mas-
setts, was on hand to greet
me Kids.

gie boards were still
e o e vack of the car o
one family that arrived and it was

were talking to band teacher Jen
O'Neal

“I've never seen behind the cur-
tain,” said one kid, referencing
the array of instruments kept out
of sight for shows.

Kay Freedy and World Lan-
guages teacher Anja Pfefffer were
very interested in their students

and expanding Hagen's offerings.

Immersion means putting stu-
dents in an environment where
they need to use the language all
the time, similar to being deposit-
ed in a foreign ci

Pfeffer’s native language is Rus-
sian, which is a course she hopes
Hazen might offer. She currently
teaches German and French. She
is from Leipzig, Germany, and
spoke of her love for languages
and her hometown.

Incoming seventh-grader Ty-
ler Hopkins was interested in
Spanish and his younger brother
asked: “How do you learn a lan-

guage? Is it on paper?”

Freedy responded by say-
ing it was a lot more than that.

See INCOMING, 7
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Hazen's new principal, David Parrigo (left, introduces himself to in

Sovanth gadet Fepion Meyer varter anc s fines Ancrews Meyer (g
the Hazen 7th and 9th grade open house on August 23.

a crack i its frame.

Wolcott Select Board Tackles
Untruss-worthy Bridge

by Doug McClure

WOLCOTT ~ At a special Au-
gust 22 select board meeting,
board members received a wealth
of information from three VTrans

neering’s Tyler Billingsley, PE.,
about what to do regarding bridge

frames — but potentially so are
the opportunities.

“We're a young board,” said se-

ect board chair Eric Furs. “We
mwem had to deal with a failed
ridge.

Furs is a Vlrans employee,
but said things are very differ-
ent when approaching a problem
bridge as a select board member.

town could select from

some or several options for solu-
tions: a temporary bridge built
over the faled pony truse bridge,
a temporary bridge that would re-
Place the sructure, & pormanant
bridge, or abandoning the current
bridge and resolving flood issiies
with the Flat Iron Road path into
the vllage.
ling could either be com-
pletely through town resourecs,
in co-operation with the state,
or in co-operation with both the
state and federal sources, such
as the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA). VIvans
detailed the optio
Vilkans Jin, Cota seid the first
priority must be “protecting the
public.” Not all the required signs
on Highway 15 are up yet. The
concern is a motorist might steer
offof the highway at speed and
slam into the icades
Hlocking the bridge.
oard mimier Kimberly Grav-
el said, and the other board mem-

bers agreed, that the axpayers

are going to W e quicl
“I think its going e huge
losss to o taxpayers to lose that
le have

s lem o flooding
hit, Wolcott village's emergen-

and un:
help I meoted esenhere o Mol

Noore said a temporary bridge
could be the di
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pairs to that bridge anc
known risks given the state o
See BRIDGE, 7

hardwickgazette.com

InSports, /0

‘WiLncars Reapy
70 PROGRESS

2

In Towns,

Trst DRiLLING
AT WOODBURY

In Arts, 6

LE Vent bu Norp
Review




