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Lots of Cars, Not
Much Speeding

‘photo by Doug McCiure.
One of the Hardwick Polce
Department’s new speed signs in
olce on Vet Church Sureat Duing
its first week, N recorde
almost 11,000 Vslv'v/ss and very little
speeding.

&

by Doug McClure

WICK - At the Septem-
ber 20 Hardwick Select Board

departmentsfll-timo offer. The
meetng o alo he last o a

ard meetings, two
oFthem apocial sestions, éapping
a busy but productive September
for the board.

At the first September meeting,
the board members had speculat-
ed that new speed sign's ability to
capture data could prove a useful
and more immediate alternative
toa formal speed study. With just
one sign in operation, on Church
and West Church, that proved to
be a good premonition.

Nearly 11,000 cars used either
Church or West Church Street

during that one week. With only

well ung

speed limit. peak

Fndny, with an nverage speed of
8.7 mph. Just

o e il e wen aetusiy
spe to the

ling, accnrdm data
Cochran p
“Itd great fnr us as mana

are; e havel @ lot of cars s travel:
ing well in excess of 35.

" we neaded counts for cortain

roads, we could put it on them,”

faid Select Botrd Chair Eric

e board was surprised at the
unt of traffic and equally sur-
Prised by the adherence 1o spee
i

its.
“That's amazing,” said_board
member Elizabeth Dow. “11,000

comvl.\nnce is pretty good,”

to cateh traffic inbonnd on Ronte
w5

The perception before the meet-
ing had boen that mors pesple
were speeding than the
showed

“We get complaints from res-
idents on most every street in
town,” said Cochran. “To the un-
trained eye, it might look like
they [the motorists] are speeding.
This will help us determine and
direct enforcement.”

Tt is hoped with more data, a lot
more information can be gleaned
1o get a clearer picture of traffic
patterns, flow and speeds.

Cochran also announced that
part-time hire Max Ruse has
been offered the full-time position
subsidized by a Department of
Justice Community Oriented Po-
licing Services (COPS) grant.

“He's been working out well,”
said Cochran. “We've offered him
the full-time_position, which he
accepted, so he’s expected to go

See CARS, 2

Cabot School
Finances Show Surplus

by Will Walters

CABOT — Cabot School end-
ed the fiscal year with a budget
surplus of $149,000, according
to Business Manager Christi

i that the sur-
plus will help 2 lot in planning
next’s year bu

Kimball explsmed that the rea-

.
higher th
revenue was $55,695 higher than
hudgoted

expense side, rogular

for seplecing the bus ara bol vl
explo

Tuker said tho ‘ehool bos
been experiencing water-quality
problems due to the town’s worl
on Danville Hill Road. Sand and

lhe schual l'nr lhe problem. Tucker
chool has incurred
some plumbm bills
that the drinking foun-
{eing and feucots fagged for load
presence last year have been re-
paired and put back in use. There
will be a follow-up test after 30

99 percent he
said while a h.gh schunl e
all team is there is the

chance the team may not pan 00t
and then the students will loose
the opportunity to play. She rec-
cummanded againat o Cabat toam,

The. school wil
member to-membe
for a combined te

g with a
r agreement

Woodbury I Fielghtor Notayi Smits hlps Braen Staton o 2 i hose ring i Safety ¢
Department spoke to the K6 students Shovi e
coch grach hiough tho Vormont e Saity House and nsned wihtho tudents parispaing

‘held at Woodbury
safety, then broug/
e Hrofghiar chelerss

choo) Se

'20. Members of the Woodbury Fire

t0 by Voresss Fourms

just below it
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Winooski River in

the dam and the

Saw Mill Dam Removal
Proposal Voted Down

by Will Walters

CABOT - The saga of the Saw
Mill Road dam on the Winooski
River in Lower Cabot came to a
close September 18, when the se-
Tect board voted not to approve
the agreement for a Housing
and Urban Development grant
for the purchase of the property
and structures of the old mill
The matter has drawn significant
public interest over the past few
months, with 20 to 40 residents
at board meetings. There were 29
participants present at the most
recent meeting.
The proposed project was start-
ed in 2015, when town
Deasy submitted a_grant
application to the Federal Emer-
gency Management Administra-
tion (FEMA) for flood mitigation
work that would have the dam re-
moved. The structures are in di-
lapidated condition and the dam,
which is a cap on a natural ledge
waterfall, is slowly deteriorating.

FEMA was not acting on the
application with any significant
speed and the application was
used to apply for  Housing and

HUD) grant

plesbility of the grant
od

in the
ing. contamination
dlease to

of flo

of the soil, the belat ER
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Feds Seize Heroin
Destined for
Caledonia County

by Doug McClure

BURLINGTON - St. Johnsbury
residents Richard Trudeau and
Julie Hurst were speeding on I-91
in Springfield when a state troop-
er pull

3,800 bags of heroin under the
driver’s seat and 160 in a purse in
the passenger’s seat. Hurst was
in the driver’s seat, according to
police. Trudeau was arrested for
cocaine distribution in 2011 and

week later, the same investi-
gation led to the arrest of Luis A.
Rodriguez, 22, of Holyoke, Mas-
sachusetts, with an  additional

US. Attorney, Vermont Dis-

trict, Christina Nolan said in a
statement, “These seizures of the
deadly drug fentanyl potentially
saved thousands of Vermonters.
At the same time, our law-en-
forcement_community deprived
& dangerous drug trafficking or-
ganization of nearly $100,000 in
proceeds that would have been
earned on the backs of the suf-
fering addicted. Combating the
fentanyl crisis will continue to
be a top priority for the U.S. At-
torney’s Office, and we will work
tirelosly with our partners at
of law enforcement and
crose state lines to bring Justice
to those who would profit hugely
from the tragedy of addiction.”

In April, state police arrest-
ed two_persons with 1,670 bags
of heroin in Barnet. A 2017 bust
netted thousands of bags of hero-
inin Newport and 29 arrests, and
in 2015, a dozen arrests resulted

= st in Wachington County.

Opioids Continue
to Take a Toll
Across State, Region

by Doug McClure

MONTPELIER — Opioids_in
general, and fentanyl in particu-
T, are inflicting a grim toll both
statewide and locally. This is not
just in the number of overdoses
but also on society in general,
according to state and public re-
ports. The opioid impact remains
despite strong progress, inventive
programs and drastic measures
1o fight i

Fentxnyl is a synthetic opioid,

(DOH) preliminary data, as of
June 2018, fentanyl overdoses
have killed one person every oth-
er month in Caledonia County
alone. The data shows 2017 was
Lhe first year Caledonia recorded

can Enterprise Institute for Pub-
Tic Policy Research to be over $1.2
million, or 4.05% the state’s gross
domestic product.

The toll is not just to those who
overdose. The DOH said in a 2016
report that over half of the chil-
dren in Department of Children
and Families (DCF) care who
were under six years of age were
there as a result of opioids. DCF
petitions for termination of pa-
rental rights increased 93% from
20112016,

In our area, a driver police al-
lege to have been under the in-
finence of opioids caused a fatal
accident that took the life of Wol-
cott teenager Dexter Thurston.
Thurston had plans with his girl-
friend to move to Florida and go
to college; his family simply had
run out of milk, so he took her
1l-year-old brother with him to
the store to buy more.

. Vermont has made inroads into

deaths, with
Three. AL Teast threo have died
as of June 2018. Statewide, the
death toll has gotten exponential-
Iy worse.

By comparison, only four Ver-
mont counties recorded fentan-
ylrelated fatalities in 2010 with
one each, totaling four statewide.
In 2018 only two Vermont counties
did not report any fentanyl fatali-
ties. The heroin fatalities rate has
maintained a higher-than-nation-
al-average but stable level, how-
ever fentanyl deaths are surging

mont.

5

The costs of overdoses in Ver-
mont is estimated by the Ameri-

apub-
m.hesuh P reatment contered
approach and needle exchange
programs. In his 2014 state of the
state address, Gov. Peter Shumlin
said, “In every corner of our state,
heroin and opiate drug addiction
threatens us.”

In 2016, Shumlin’s adminis-

sponders, including the Hardwick

Police.
The “hub-and-spoke” model
See OPIOIDS, 2

sl damage caused by Hur-
ricane Sandy. At past meetmgs.
resident Larry Gochey had stated
that there was no flaoding from
hurricane Sandy or tropical storm
Irene in that location.

Member Jack Daniels was not

lows members to participate by
telephone but requires a roll-call
vote on all actions, and the min-
utes must record the votes of the
individual members. The vote
was 3-0-1 with Hogan abstain-
ing and Ducharme Shatney and
Domey voting

Residents have raised a num-
ber of issues at meetings over the
past two months, including ap-
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