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Foliage was nearing its peak iate last week i this panoramic view from Lightening Ridge Road in Caiais looking towards East Calais and Cabot. Leaf peeper traffic also peaked last weekend.

Proposed Library
Addition Discussed

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK ~ The main agen-
da item for the October 5 select
board meeting was the updat-
ed expansion plan presented by
Jeudevine  Memorial  Library
trustee chair Jodi Lew-Smith and
librarian Lisa Sammet.

Lew-Smith wanted to get an
idea of what sort of assistance
the library could get in realizing

tu

lic input after the previous failed

bond vote and capped its expen-
ditures to $1.5 million, with a
requirement that any architect
would keep to that budget, have
Tibrary experience, and have been
involved in previous historic ren-
ovations.

The select board felt that the
requests were workable, but not
without solid numbers on fac-
tors such as ashestos abatement
costs and legal ramifications. Vice
Chair Danny Hale noted that the
Flood Zone’s ruins had cost nearly

See LIBRARY, 4

An experiment in how a new color scheme

photo by Doug McClure
would ook on the exterior of 9

South Mein Street. which the Lamoille Housing Partnership is renovating.

i
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Wolcott staff members Jon Greenia (left) and Linds Greene (right) with the

help of three others, practice how to

dovin an “intruder” — in

structor
Lamoille County Deputy Lucas Marcoux - of ALICE (Alert, Lockdovn, Inform,

Southwest Supervisory Unio.

Counter, Evacuate] training for al the staff i the schools of the Orleans

Training, Test Scores,
Budget Blues Dominate
Marathon Meeting

by Michael wski
HARDWICK - The Orleans
Southwest Supervisory Union

portant topics _discussed at a

late-running  OSSU  meeting,

which outlasted much of the au-
ience.

The training program is called
the ALICE training (Alert, Lock-
down, Inform, Counter and Evac-
uate). It is designed to help teach-
ers and students assess a threat.

and make smart, quick decisions,
essentially on whether fo flec,
Tock down or fight.

arents have not yet been for-
mally informed about. this train-
ing, and the board discussed at
length when and how parents
will be engaged. It is anticipated
that local or supervisory union-
wide public meetings will soon be
scheduled. The training of sta
is expected to be completed this

week.
“The traditional lock-down that
as been in place for a long time
is about lights go out, doors get
See TRAINING, 6

Possible Lawsuit
Over Act 46 Mergers

by Doug McClure

GREENSBORO - Greensboro
attorney David Kelley is planning
for the possibility of filing a law-

suit against the state on

ions.
ncy of Education (AoE)
next meets on the October 17.
Kelley and several others expect
the AoE’s plan to be mostly final-
ized at

said, and he expects it to be one of
many to follow.

“We've sent a litigation hold
letter to the Agency of Educa-
tion telling them not to destroy
any documents that there may
be [pertinent to] litigation. If [the
AE] adopts that plan, I can as-

be well over a

:
g
E
z

en
court.,” sai .

‘There’s districts that have
merged and have discovered that

it was not what they had under-
stood or expected. And there is
ing sense of discontent

merged supervisory district that
decide that they would go to
court.”

In limited testimony at the Oc-
tober 2 meeting, Kelley told the
board of two examples where the
application of forced mergers was
inconsistent

the equal protection clause of the
U.S. Constitution.”

The phrase “arbitrary and ca-
pricious” is no accident but is a
specific legal standard. Under
USS. law, it indicates ‘an absence
of a rational connection between
the facts found and the choice
made’ (Natural Resources. v. U.S.

966 F.2d 1292, 97, (9th Cir92)).
Kelley said that, in his opin-
ion, the specific case of the forced

Takings Clause which states that

“private property [shall not] be
taken for public use, without just
compensation,” Kelley said.

“You're taking money from one
community and giving it to an-
other community. But those were
only two of the issues. I think
there's at least a dozen issues
around the state that lend them-
selves to an important and mean-
ingful court of appeals case.”

When asked if a successful suit
might be tantamount to unrav-
eling the thread of Act 46 in its
entirety, Kelley said that was a

finite possible outcome. He said
Maine’s decade-old consolidation
effort is now being met with “di-
vorces” between districts, a situa-
tion also being played out in West
Virginia.

Kelley said in this event the
negative impacts of Act 46 on less
well-off, remote, and rural dis-
tricts might get more attention.
As one example, he cited distanc-
es between merged schools and
communities as is more prevalent
in the NEK.

“(Those bus rides matter], es-
pecially for less affluent families
who are further and further from
their local ~elementary school.
Those are parents who are more

See LAWSUITS, 4

State Board Working
Through Details of Act 46

by Doug McClure

BETHEL — At one of its final
meetings before making decisions
about what school districts will
be forced to merge, the Vermont
State Board of Education at-
tempted to clarify the wording in

Vigil Remembers Domestic
Violence Victims

by Michael Bielawski

HARDWICK - Anyone walking
by the Peace Park on Main Street
Wednesday evening would have
heard singing, poetry, and candle
lights. This was an annual vigil
to remember victims of domestic
violence, an event put on by the
local domestic violence support
group AWARE. Around 40 peo-

ple attended, including men and
women, old and young and two
polic officers.

/ARE director Anna Pirie
began the vigil by introducing a
special plaque in honor of domes-
tic violence victim Rhonda Gray.
Gray was a vietim of a murder/
r hushand,

e tragedy oc-
curred just days after she with-

ew a restraining order against
him for alleged domestic violence.
“Rhonda’s death was a horrific
blow to her family and to our com-
munity, but her death has inspired
a very important group called the
Community Allies for safety, trust,
and respect,” Pirie said.
Grays death is largely consid-
ered the reason for the creation of
See VIGIL, 4

the June recommendations about
forced mergers from the Secre-
tary of Education

ttendees spent most of the
five-plus-hours of the meeting at-
tempting to define “practicable,
a

t the
ommendations regarding redraw-
ing supervisory union boundaries
might be necessary.

For the first hour of the meet-
i board heard testi

ley, who is also
for a possible lawsuit to block Act

46 forced mergers,

Kelley gave brief testimony
about the capricious application
of law in Act 465 forced merg-
ers. He drew his argument from
words inscribed on the U.S. Su-
preme Court building’s Vermont
marble, which promises equal
justice under the law.

“That simple idea has been the
North Star of the American Jour-
ney. Jefferson told us we fought
a revolution for it. At Gettysburg,
where so many Vermonters gave
their lives, Lincoln told us they
died for that idea,” he said. “What
does that have to do with the Sec-
retary's proposed plan?”

Kelley first cited the forced
merger of Barnard with Wood-
stock where, as in Woodbury, a
single student graduated — but
no merger was recommended. He
next brought up the forced merg-
er of Calais with East Montpe-
lier, where East Montpelier had
bonded major debt for facilities

See DETAILS, 7
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