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Should 16-Year-
Olds Get to Vote?

by Doug McClure

— On the March,
2019 ballot, Brattleboro voters
will choose whether to allow 16-
and 17-year-olds to vote in local
elections.

Students of this year’s Hazen
Union AP Government recent-
Iy held a mock election “to cre-
ate a realistic voting experience,
s0 that when students become
adults and can vote for real, they
will know roughly what to expect
and what to do on the ballot” [see
story, page X]

Lt Governor David Zucker-
man supports the Brattleboro
voting proposal, which would
give 16-year-olds the vote on lo-
cal matters, allow them to serve
on the school board, and serve as
representatives at Town Meeting.

“In a time when political eyni-
cism is at an all-time high, it is
great to see young citizens active
and engaged in their communi-
ties. Engaging youth in local de-
cisions is a great way to instill a
commitment to their community,
bring in new ideas and energy,
and to recognize the value they
add to the region,” said Zucker-
man

Union senior Elliott
Kimbalh agrees.

“While some might say that 16-
and 17-year-olds aren’t mature
enough to vote, I would counter
by asking them to sit in on one of

17-year-olds lack the judgment
to process the issues, but adoles-
cent psychology expert Laurence
Steinberg wrote in a New York
Times Op-Ed that young people’s
ability to process and understand
issues is developed.

“By that age [16], adolescents
can gather and process informa-
tion, weigh pros and cons, reason
Togically with facts and take time
before making a decision. Teen-
agers may sometimes make bad
choices, but statistically speak-
ing, they do not make them any
more often than adults do.”

Junior Elijah Lew-Smith, 17, is
not sure giving sixteen-year-olds
the vote would make a difference.

“Looking at the results of the
recent mock election that we had
at our school, it is clear that very
few of the 16- and even 17-year-
olds took it very seriously. Tt is

possible that they may take it

of that. Tn all honesty, I don't
think that it would be a bad thing
to let 16- and 17-year-olds vote,
it is just really hard to say if it
would add much to the elector-
ate.”

Hardvwick resident Teresa Niel-
sen said of allowing 16-year-olds
to vote: “T don't see why not. The
kids that want to vote, will. But
probably most won't.”

Tyler King, 17, said he hadn't
given any thought to voting. He
said if he could vote he would pay
attention to politics more.

t number is at least 15 years
See VOTE, 11
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Govemor Phil Scott gave his weekly address from the steps of the soon-to-
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Long-time Fall Foliage Festival

hoto by Michao! Biolewski
Jane Johns of Greensboro Bend
has been working on the Grafts fair
for about 30 years and she’s finally
calling it quis.

by Michael Bielawski

HARDWICK - Another suc-
costal Fall Foiage Crana Faie
came and went again last week
with one_notable development:
this was the last year that Jane
Johns of Greensboro Bend will
Tun the event. She has been its
‘main organizer since the late 90s
and has been involved in some ca-
pacity for three decades.

“It’s time to retire” she said.
“I'm not as able physically to do
all the set-up work and marking
up the floor.”

‘The job requires not just man-
aging this event, but also setting
up the crafts fair portion of Spring
Fest at the end of M:

One of the most important as-
pects i to ensure that the vendors
who travel from near and far get
the support that they need. Johns
said the feedback from this latest
fair has been mixed but generally
positive.

“It depends on what the people
are looking for that day,” she said.
“Some people had said this Satur.
day (Oct. 6) was the best theyve
ever done, and some said sales
were so-so. They've all been doing
it for a long time and they know
that some days are good, and
some days aren't so good.”

Orgamzer Jane Johns Retires

Johns said that a combination
of factors determine the event’s
success. The weather is critical.
One year it rained so hard people
could barely get out of their cars.
Another year it snowed at Spring
Fest.

And whon the event falls on
Columbus Day weekend — Fall
Fest is always the first Saturday
of October - a lot of vendors will
have commitments elsewhere.

The event itself has changed
over the years. There was a time
when they would get as many as
70 vendors, but that proved to be
a bit too crowded. Now the target
is closer to 50 to 60 and this year
they had 51.

Yeas ago, the fair was a Sat-

Gred
Danville, which occurs on the
Sunda;

Johns said the Fall Crafts Fair
is the major source of funds for
the Heart of Vermont Chamber of
Commerce, other than member-

hip.
She was asked which vendors
are her favorite.

“That's a good question,” she
said. “T guess I can't mention one
because I like them all. So many

See JOHNS, 11

Sterling College
Celebrates
Anniversary

by June Pichel Cook

CRAFTSBURY - Sterling Col-
lege celebrated its sixtieth year of
educating young people with the
unveiling of a historical marker
on Saturday and the return of
alumni for a week-end of festivi-
ties,

m the alumni who attend-
ed Sterling School as high school
students in 1958 to the present,
teachers, and Headmaster Ted
Bermingham shared anecdotes
and memories of their shared

ast.
The school, founded in Crafts-
bury Common in 1958, was start-

Doug Field's wife, whose maiden
name was Sterling, due to the
connotation of quality that the
word carries.

The consensus throughout the
week-end of festivities was that
the school’s values and basic prin-
ciples are still very much intact
after its transition to a four-year,
degree-granting institution, Ster-
ling College.

The historical marker unveiled
Saturday morning by Trustee
Emeritus David Behrend (Class
of 1960), and Sterling College
senior Colin Neteley was funded
through a_grant from Vermont
Historical Preservation. Behrend
was awarded an honorary doctor-
ate from the college in 2015.

Bohrend  noted  significant,
changes have been made, but the
school is still providing an excel-
lent education for all students,
something we have all needed.”

their parents, as opposed to the
men and women who choose to

d today. He suggested the
festivities had “the noise level of
a big family reunion.”

President Matthew Derr em-
phasized the college’s connection
to the Craftsbury community.

“Craftsbury is our campus,”
he said. “There are no signs. The
college is part of the community.
Sterling College and Crafisbury
is the community.

The historical marker outlines
a_brief history of the college:
“Sterling College was among the
first, colleges and universities in
the United States to offer a liber-
al arts curriculum focused on the
environment. It was founded here
in Craftsbury Common in1958 as
a boys preparatory school known
as Sterling School. The Grass-
roots Project and Sterling Insti-
tute co- edncauonnl program fol-
lowed in 1

“(,ommumﬂ Outward
Bound Model of ‘development by
challenge,” introduced in its ear-
lier years, in 1983 the school was
approved for degree granting au-

thority by the State of Vermont

ce ANNIVERSARY, 7
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Child Haven
Holds Dinner,
Fashion Show

by Michael Bielawski

HARDWICK — The annual din-
ner and fashion sh

the Hazen

goal of the event is w mghhm
e work of and r:

the charitable organisation. The

non-governmental _organization

(NGO) supports the livelihoo

of over 1, ilds d at

least 150 women and 30 seniors

through ten projects in four South
Asian nations.

e charitable organization,
based in Maxville l)m.ano, was
founded in 1985 b an
Bonnie Cappuct he couple
had rmsed 51 chidren

a
Robin

puccinos decided they wanted to
help other children and families,
and so they created Child Haven
International.

Andy Rush, a retired high
school  teacher from Kingston,
Ontario, who hosted the event,
noted it was largely through Rob-
in's involvement in th

“He's a big part of the com-
munity. Everybody loves Robin

munity support for the event. It’s
incredible.”

He added that he has known
Bonnie and Fred and Robin since
1970, when he was a teenager.

ush explained that the coun-
tries the organization currently
See SHOW, 10
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Local Schools
Struggle to Fill
Openings

percent, emploers are strug-
o to il qualihed st v 1
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positons. That applie
ing teacl
Fatsod at 8 recen

that the supervisory union is hav-
ing trouble finding qualified staff
on.

“We had planned on lower-cost
teachers fresh out of college, but
we can't hire staff that are fresh
out of college,”
“They are not coming, and we're
having to plan on_higher [salary]
rates for any qualified teacher be-
eause we are ot getting qualified
staff. That is a higher cost that
are budgeting for in hoping that

we can attract that level of a per-
son,” she said.

Chief Financial Officer John
Smith Jr. confirmed the chal-

enge.

“Thers have boon several ar

ticles  written, has
coverage of this, there’s Pt
Iy becoming a teacher shortage
country-wide,” he said.

Smith is not alone in his assess-
ment. A survey by the Guardian
newspaper reported last month
that 28 states are reporting teach-
er shortages. Of those 28, 15 say
teacher shortages have increased
in the last year.

' to the Guardian arti-
ele, “schools are struggling to fill
positions in science, special edu-
cation, and mathematics, and of-
ten have trouble keeping teachers
because of low salaries, high stu-
dent loans, and reduced budgets.”

Vermont Agency of Educa-
tion's Director of Communications
and Legislative Affairs Ted Fisher
said in an interview that the state
as a whole may not be doing so
bad year-over-year, but there are
some difficult areas to fill. In an
AOE document, the most difficalt
ts to fill for Vermont schools
are Latin_teachers, library me-
dia_ specialists, health education
teachers, and school nurses.

Tisher added that shortages
could be regional, and it is possi-
ble that the OSSU and the North-
east Kingdom is a tough area to
find specific staff. For Orleans
County, the AOE identifies educa-

teachers as challenging positions
to fill
See OPENINGS, 10
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