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by Doug McClure

HARDWICK – It’s been over 
forty years since the Buffalo 
Mountain Co-Op opened its doors 
in November, 1975, and changes 
in the grocery and food industry 
have caused the Co-Op to step 
back and evaluate things it could 

-
ciently.

by Doug McClure

MONTPELIER – The Board of 
Education is required to issue its 

consolidation on or before No-
vember 30. law. If, as expected, 
the board calls for forced mergers 
with which parents and school 
boards disagree, it is highly likely 
that the Act 46 process will be ex-
tended by legal challenges.

Greensboro attorney David 
Kelley is one of a group of lawyers 
that have been helping school 
boards prepare for legal action on 
behalf of “over two dozen schools 
at this point.”

By statute, school boards can 
make a legal appeal against any 
of the  mandates issued by the 
Board of Education report up to 

report is formally released. 
Kelley said he expects that if 

the decision is made to move for-
ward with an appeal, which he 
thinks is probable, it would likely 
be in the two or three weeks after 

Next year’s Town Meeting Day 
is on March 5. If the Board of Ed-
ucation releases its recommenda-
tions on November 28 as expect-
ed, there will be 97 days before 

PUC Investigates 
Consolidated 
Communications

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK – At the Novem-
ber 15 select board meeting, 

select board re-iterated the win-
ter operations plan and remind-
ed residents of the parking ban. 
The board also heard from Judy 
Bellairs and Rachel Kane about a 
proposal to create a conservation 
commission, got an update on the 
replacement roof for the Bridg-
man Hill Reservoir, and got its 

budget.
Town Manager Jon Jewett had 

a lot to say about the Hardwick 
winter operations plan and park-
ing ban, neither of which has 
changed, but noted that residents 
can take action to make things 
easier for everyone.

“One thing I want say is: get 
your winter tires on right away,” 
Jewett said. “I was following 
somebody going ten miles an hour 
the other day and the other thirty 
people behind me weren’t happy, 
either.”

The town’s road crews plan to 
leave their berths at three in the 

school routes, with the objective 
being to have those routes cleared 
by six a.m. Jewett said the town 
has received calls about people 
complaining that plows weren’t 

by Will Walters

board chair Andrew Perchlik is 
the newest senator representing 
Washington County, but says of 
his election “I really do not feel 
like, or consider, that I won any-
thing. To me, it is important to 
distinguish between being elect-
ed and winning. I feel like I was 
elected and the credit for that 
action should be given to the vot-
ers.”

He said he was a candidate 
and campaigned but that there 
are no winners or losers since he 
does not see it as a race. He said 
“those that engaged honorably in 
the process but were not elected 
should be held up as civic win-
ners and not labeled as losers.”

Perchlik now resides in Mont-
pelier after moving from Marsh-

select board for two years, a 
justice of the peace, and served 
on the town energy committee, 

-
perience before becoming a can-
didate for the state senate. He 
also served on the board of the 

-
nization. 

He works as fund manager of 

Legal Challenge 
to Act 46 
Mandates Looms

Town Meeting, excluding public 
holidays and weekends. Schools 
boards and supervisory unions 
are required to present budgets to 
voters on Town Meeting Day, even 
though the structure of school dis-
tricts may not be known until an 
appeal is decided. One school ad-
ministrator sarcastically referred 
to the timeline as “challenging.”

Kelley said “what we have is 
a locomotive moving down the 
tracks pretty fast and at some 
point that locomotive gets so far 
down the track, you can’t bring 
it back when we have property 
that’s being transferred and we 
have debt [being transferred]. 

has millions of dollars worth of 
debt that’s going to be transferred 
onto the [other towns’] shoul-
ders without a vote or anything 

-
quences getting triggered by the 
November 28 decision. And the 
more time that goes by and the 
deeper we get into the new bud-
get, the harder it is to bring the 
train back. I’ve never seen a law 
that was this poorly, poorly craft-
ed. Never.”

Kelley said many of the towns 
in the Northeast Kingdom do not 

by Doug McClure

MONTPELIER – The Vermont 
Public Utilities Commission 
(PUC) has  launched a formal 
investigation into the “service 
quality standards for retail cus-
tomers of telecommunications 
services” provided by Consolidat-
ed Communications, the owner of 

-
cations.

Commission documents state 
that “The investigation will 
also determine whether penal-
ties should be imposed for any 
non-compliance with those re-
quirements.”

will be held on November 26 and 
December 4, after which mo-
tions, discovery, and testimony 
will take place. The initial round 
of investigation is scheduled to 

last until at least March 2019, ac-
cording to the PUC. 

Clay Purvis, Director of the 
Vermont Public Service’s telecom-
munications department, which 
petitioned the PUC for the investi-
gation, said “The PUC has accept-
ed our petition and has opened an 
investigation into Consolidated 
Communications for quality.”

As a part of the investigation, 
Purvis said, an expert will be 
hired to assess the situation and 
make recommendations for reme-
diation. He said the investigation 
centers around landline service, 
as that is in the PUC’s jurisdic-
tion, but since the internet side of 
residential service for Consolidat-
ed Communications relies on the 
exact same network, online ser-
vices are also likely affected.

The new investigation is an echo  

Perchlik Jumps From 
Select Board To Senate

the Clean Energy Development 
-

partment (PSD), where he is go-
ing on nine years of employment. 
He was also a limited service 
employee at the public service de-
partment from 1998 to 2001.

He said “I do plan to keep my 
job with the State during my time 
of service in the General Assem-
bly. If I work at the PSD during 
the session (for 8-12 hrs or so) and 
how that would work (or not) is 

settle with the PSD Commission-
er.” He feels his employment with 
the state will make him a better 
legislator “as I have experienced 
from the inside how state govern-
ment and the legislature interact 
and have that experience of a 
state worker.”

“I wanted to work with and for 
the citizens of all of Washington 
County on building a collective 
prosperity,” Perchlik gave as his 
reason for running. He enjoyed 

ways to serve when he and his 
family moved to Montpelier. He 
said he was encouraged to run for 
the state senate and though he 
would have to run a few times to 
win a seat, but he said when Sen. 

it improved his chances for his 
picking up support in the primary 
and general elections.

On Act 46, he is against forced 
mergers and supports local con-
trol. “I support the towns of Cal-
ais and Worcester objecting to 
their forced merger and those in 
Cabot that want to keep control of 
their school. I believe Vermonters 
are smart enough to know when 
to close their schools for the ben-

is not a decision that should be 
made in Montpelier.”

He supports universal health 
care “but I don’t think we should 

Changes Coming 
to Buffalo 
Mountain Co-op

Over the summer, Operations 
Manager Joanna Gordon said, 

test to evaluate improvements for 
the circa-1900 building and rec-
ommended insulation upgrades 
in the attic, the alley, and the 
basement. Grocery manager Beth 
Cate said that with the excep-
tion of re-vamping the basement, 

Conservation 
Commission 
Proposed to Board

coming down their streets often 
enough, and he said that is a com-
bination of perception and the re-
ality that the drivers are covering 
a lot of terrain at very low speeds 
by necessity in trucks that are not 
highly maneuverable. 

Board member Elizabeth Dow 
wanted to express her thanks for 
the work the road crew does.

“The Town of Hardwick has six 
road crew and they are tasked 
with plowing, sanding and salting 

-
walks. It is not a trivial task and 
it starts at three in the morning. 
It’s not a job I would want, and 
I’m grateful that they do it,” she 
said, and other board members 
echoed her gratitude.

Jewett reminded everyone 
about the winter parking ban, 
which started on November 15. 
Vehicles can not be parked on 
public streets between midnight 
and six a.m..

“It’s a $25 ticket,” said select 
board chair Eric Remick, “But the 
more important thing is you could 
get towed, or if you’re in the right 
of way you might get plowed [by 
the road crew].”

“They do,” said board member 
Danny Hale.

Judy Bellairs and Rachel Kane 
came before the board with a 
proposal to create a Hardwick 
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by Jim Flint

past twenty years, Mark McAn-
drew has specialized in creating 
adaptive equipment to assist 
para rowers in training and 
competition. His work for Con-
cept 2 involved designing me-
chanical adaptions for outdoor 
rowing boats and indoor rowing 
ergometers. After 28 years at the 
Morrisville-based company, he 
retired in July with a continuing 
passion to help people of all abil-

McAndrew brought his experi-
ence to the 2018 Invictus Games, 
held October 20-27, in Sydney, 
Australia. He helped to coordi-

The McAndrews
Go Down Under
to Support Veterans

nate the technical support team 
for the indoor rowing competi-
tion. His wife Hope McAndrew 

The experience was life-changing 
for the East Hardwick couple and 
for the 500 military veterans who 
participated.  

The Invictus Games started in 
2014 in London. The brainchild 
of Prince Harry of Sussex, the in-
ternational competition includes 

-
lifting, indoor rowing, swimming, 
sailing, sitting volleyball, wheel-
chair tennis, wheelchair rug-
by, wheelchair basketball, road 
cycling, and land rover driving. 
The seven-day event focuses on 

See MCANDREWS, 4


