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Application
for EV Grant
Approved

o fully grantod and may bo die

by Will Walters

MARSHFIELD - Twinfield
Union School may have electric
vehicle (EV) charging stations
in its parking lot if an applica-
tion for a_grant to install and
maintain them is awarded. The
Twinfield school board recently
approved submission of the grant
application, which was made by
the Plainfield Marshfield Climate
Team

The grant would come from
the Agency of Natural Resources
Community Planning and Re
talization division’s Electric Ve
hicle Supply Equipment EVSE)
Grant Program. ‘The progren
s approxmetely $24 milhon
o increase the state’s number of
EVSE stations. The money was
the rosult of # national settlement
with Volkswagen to partially re-
solve its violations of the Clean
Air Act.

Funds are available until they

subsequent
tmnﬁfer uf funds. Appllca ions

re due by Nov. 31
“Tho grantee’s (Twinficld Union
School District) financial match

roquirement, is_detormived by
ownership and public acces-

ealy asked
tall, oper-

n the charging

ey wil involve &

e school

rict. ant roguires that
public access be provided g part
{'the local mateh. - Superinten-

dent
concerned_that. public access to
The charging stations would not
mean there is public access to the
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{right) peeled 25 pounds of carrors for the Community Thanksgiving Dinner

by Michael Bielawski

HARDWICK — The state has
pulled a 180-degree reversal re-
garding its plans for the Orleans
Southwest Supervisory Union
(OSSN and the controversial Act
46 school merger law.

For years, the state — via for-
mer Secretary of Education Re-
becea Holcombe — had informed
the OSSU that its variety of
governance structures, including
elementary schools, union high
schools, stand-alone high schools
and_school-ch i

Vanessa Fournier

photo by
Jim Moffstt, 81, of Mofiatt's Tree Farm in Crafisbury bales one of meny Chiistmas trees that were sold Saturday.

Regulating Cannabis
Market Presents Challenges

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK — In its Jannary
16, 2018 report, the Governor's
Marijuana Adleux-y Commission
identifled some key practial fs
ey I ltgahian(m
o Canniie, clnding b
n

implement critical safety and
edication wmesures, which in-
cludes 2 roadway safety teat 1o
asses

St 0.

Donations,

Big Thanksgiving
Drive a Success,
Christmas Next

by Michael Bielawski

HARDWICK — The Hardwick
Area Food Pantry (HAFP) Thanks-
ghving driv was vory susossul,

rs and

zations, dozens of voluntee
hundreds of donations. lts focus is
o provide each client with a box
that includes a turkey and all the

traditional fixings for a Thanks-
giving meal. HAFP will provide a
similar box just before Christmas

Wilkinson has heen director of
the food pantry for eight months
and this was one of the most inten-
sive operations she has taken on
so far. HAFP has provided holiday
boxes for clients for many years.

“It was a lot of work,” Wilkin-
son said. “This is a very busy
time of year for us. The winter
months are hard for HAFP, so
every lttle bit helps.”

Among the donations to the
effort were 100 turkeys from the
Hardwick Kiwanis Club, vege-
tables from Riverside Farm in
East Hardwick and Pete’s Greens
in Crafisbury, plus apples from
Hackett’s Orchard in South Hero.

The annual operation known
a5 Pies for People prapared tradi-
tionel pies, which woro donated
to various community organi
tions, including HAFP. The "main
participants were Sterling Col-
Toger the Conter for an Agrical-
tural Economy and HAFP. About
20 volunteers at Sterling helped

roll out the pie crusts.
Douations of ingredients for

the pies included flour from King

Arthur Flour in Norwich, squ

st
entioh progrann. [The gover:

sures in place as part of the im-
plementation pla

he issues are complex and, i
ome cases, have no immediate
solution. For example, roadsid:
tests can detect ) sence of
THC, the chemical responsible
for most of marijuana’s effect

with degree of impairment, as

there is for blood-alcohol level

gislators and local civ-
ic leaders have a wide range of
views on the topic.

Sen. Joe Benbini (R-Calodonia)
said that “because [ believe in the
constitutional concept of liberty.
T have always taken the position
that what one does within the
privacy of one’s home is nobody
Elocs business. That imcludes the
consumption of marijuana. For
that reason, I voted for legaliza-
tion. The vote was probably noth-
ing more than a formality, since
Vermont_was already ranking
a5 one of the highest per-capita
consumption rates in the nation
Anyone who was opposed 1o le-
galization that I spoke to could
not manage to get that into their
heads. I simply thought. it was
silly to ignore what was already
going on.

“As far as the federal govern-
‘ment is concerned, it is high time
the feds_remove cannabis from
being a Schedule 1 drug. With
all the states now legalizing ei-
ther recreational or medical con-
sumption, or both, 1 would be
hard pressed to believe the feds
are going to move in the opposite
direction now.”

Benning said the taxed and
rogulated market was the logical
next step, but_the proposed tax
rates wero too high. If the goal is
o eliminate the black market, ho
said, the taxes should be lower.

HO said logislation is already
in the works o establish # taxed

from High Mowing Seeds in Wol-
cott, sugar and spices from the
Buffslo Mountain_Coop, milk
from Sweet Rowen Farm of West
Glover and hoxes from Positive
Pie. Volunteers from HAFP made
apple pies with apples donated
by Burtt’s Orchard in Cabot.

Next up is preparing the holi-
day hoxes to be given ont just be-
fore Christmas. Wilkinson noted
that it will Largely be the same
process, with HAFP looking for
donations and volunteers. She
said HAFP currently has ahout
50 volunteers lined up, but ean

Iways use more. There will be
Do pies this time around, but
there will be cookies.

HAFP clients sign up to re-
ceive either a Thanksgiving or
holiday box of food. Those who
received a box on Thanksgiving
will ot receive one for Christ-
mas. For further information,
call HAFP at 472-5940.

Wilkinson said the work at
HAFP is very rewarding.

“It's great _community
spirit,” she said. “HAFP real-
1y wouldn't be able to feed the
people that we feed without the
community's hel

She thanked everyone who

donations of food or money.

Afull moon brightens the night sky on Nov. 2.

photo by Vanessa Fournier

and regulated market
Sen Jane Kitchel (D-Caledo-
nia) has concerns with the legis-
Tation as it stands now. While the
state has hired Drug Recognition
Experts (DREs) to help ascertain
See CANNABIS, 6

s,
resigned _abrupt-

e year with little
explanation provided. Then, in
June, when interim Secretary of
Education Heather Bouchey up-
dated the list of recommended
mergers, OSSU continued to be
in the clear.

Then came the October sur-
prise: the State Board of Educa-
tion voted to merge the boards
and budgets of Stannard, Hard-

finalize its decisions for all merg-
ers in the state on Wednesday,
Nov. 28. The official deadline is

Friday, November 30
Also this Wednesday, there
will be a special mmm\mny in-

formational’ A al
the Hardw
gym, at
The sudden reversal of pol
h

ok Blementary School

ld to merge at an e

mr e, thore could heve heon an
rtunity reater financial

Denefits and planming, but now

school grante, which amount.to
armmd w 000 per y

the mm fmsora«mg
wick School

part”
Board f'heur Jnnmfer Flicgoiman
said. e proceeding with

the expwlahnn that we were giv-

ro is a potential append

Act 46, in addition to other issues.
Political activist H. Brooke Paige
See MEETING, 4

by Vanessa Fournier

Thity-four seventh graders, five uppercisssmen, the princioel and eigh faculty and staff members Jeft Hazen Union
n Tuesday, Nov. 20, fora 10-mile_Long Walk o Water fundsaiser to Caspian Beach in Greensboro. Their five-

hour journey included stopping at three aid stations along the

e event has raised $4,672.95 for Water for South Sudan.

Hazen Students Take
a Long Walk to Water

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK — A Long Walk
to Water is a novel based on the
true story of Salva Dut, who is
& former *lost hoy” of the Sudan
~ one of an entire generation
deprived of the most basic hu-
man needs due to civil war and
famine. After reading the book,
the Hazen seventh-grade class
wanted to raise funding for Wa-
ter for South Sudan, Dut's or-
ganization that brings water,
sanitation and hygie
of South Sudan’s most remove
villages

“Our teacher-student_adviso-
vy theme is Growing Our Hu-
manity. We |mmedlatelv Knew.

with sponsors, bt we decided to
collect donations and do a long

walk-to-water to raise aware-
ness, Many local companies and
families contributed enormously
to make it happen,” said student
Zoe Kehler.

The class decided to support
the canse by walking from Hazen
to the shores of Caspizn Lake in

Greensboro. The
ot entirely uphill e e
students had follow-cars and
parents had places for them to
stop along the way, most did the
entire walk on their own, some-
times at full gallop,

he stndents have raised
$4,672.95, an especially impres-
sive result considering that the
national _organization  thought
they might raise significantly less.

he class got to briefly meet
and bear from two members of
this Sudanese “lost generation”
who have found that — despite a
ot of adaptations — life in Burl-
ington offers opportuni

The two Sudanese were Ga-
rang Mabag an
Their presence was not
Iy planned, but what the Hazen
siudents iero doing liad made
news in Burlington. Mabag
i wes amasing the kids di s,
and when it was pointed out he'd
walked much greater distances
than Hardwick to Greensboro,
he said, “But it's snowing!”

acher  Kelly  Robinson
theuked tho o mon and poiated
out tha
{he money reised helps people the

way. A bus brought the group back to school at 1 p.m.

students will likely never meet.
She said she was surprised her-
self by the kids’ enthusiasm.

of the Iron Giraffe Challenge,
a challenge for schools to raise
$1,000 or more for a chance to
win a school visit from Salva Dut.
(Iron Giraffe is what people in
South Sudan call the equipment
that drills water wells) 1t was
student Georgia Allen who said,
with the big smile on her face,
“We should do a fundraiser for his
organization!”
Robinson_suggested the class

was the response. “Thinking 1
might be & little crazy, I enlist-
ed the parents of those girls who
emerged as leaders, as well as
Andrew Meer, to give me a real-
ity check, and they all thought it
was a great idea, 5o the planuing
Degen o seid

Throughout the walk the kids
were energetic. The class trooped
up Bridgman Hill and made good
time. steady snow,
there were few complaints.
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