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All 4,300 HED
Customers Lose
Power in Storm

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK - The snow storm
that lasted through most of the
final week of November left thou-
sands of Vermanters statewide in
the dark. Hardwick Electric De-
partment (HED) was hit hard,
with all 4,300 customers losin

large bit, as well. The state’

slightly more than 100 outages
in the towns it partially serves
Iocally: Cabot, Calais, Marshfield
and Plainfield

reman  Brian Forant
said the utility lost its transmis-
sion lines to GMP several times
due to fallen trees and wet snow,
with some lines giving out after
collecting five inches or more of
snow on them.

“We were flat. We were com-

it all on our own,” in
He said all the utility's main
transmission lines went

woul

frec wen down. On the fret dag,

when a fransmission line from

GMP went down, the utility tried

to shift loud to another lme bt

that. went dow

that would ropent se\eral tlmes
ant noted. th

en person erew put in ot 50
man-hours and Adam Holbrool
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left)are Linda Ramsdell who opened The Galaxy in 1988, Sandy Scot (center)

Jones (right) in 2014. Andrea’s dog, Boo the Book-Seling Dog is in the front.

30 Years On,
Galaxy Bookshop
Going Strong

by Doug McClure

HARDW The Galaxy
Bookshop relebraked its 30th an-
niversary or r 1 with a

Sicady sircam of cnstomers. The
key, the owners said, is the Gal-
axy has always trusted its orig-
inal premise that loca ls want a

ok the
East Hardwick, loaking 3,800 galions into the Lamoiile fiiver.

Major Manure
Truck Mishap In
East Hardwick

by Doug McClure

EAST HARDWICK - On_the
morning of November 27, Fred
Pike was drivingliis 60,000-pound
truck to make a routine delivery
of manure o the Michaud Farm
in East Hardwick. He had his dog
Riley with him. Snow had just
begun to fall and Pike got quite
a surprise when he tried to cross
the bridge on Arsene Avenue to
get to the farm, as he had done
thousands of times before.“The
snow was packed down a lot more
than T thought,” said Pike, °T felt
the weight start to shift in the
back.”

Denis Michaud said he saw the
truck start to go over the edge
of the bridge. Fortnately for
Pike and Riley, only the hack of
the truck went all the way into
the Lamoille. The two of them
emerged, shaken but unscathed,
by climbing out of the passenger
door of the cab, which was resting
on the bank of the river.

Pike said extricating the trailer
and tractor only took about fif-
teen minutes, but there was quite
a wait because the only machine
that could pull the fully load-
ed truck out was a heavy rescue
truck fromLyndonville.

The bridge_itself took some
damage, but Michaud said that

was quickly repaired, as it is vi-
tal not just for his farm but other
residents, The bridge is also part
of the VAST trail,

As required by law, the accident
was reported to the state to in-
vestigate if cleanup is necessary.
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Linda Ramedel] founded the
Galaxy Bookshop on Decem-
ber 1, 1988, in the corner of the
Firchouse Building (now
GRACE), which was at the time,
a yarn shop. She remembers the
iy the business move

tafl_loading
e bomen cking the
boxes down slippery South Main
to il the stor

hirty years and five locations
later, the hookshop owners have
stuck to the idea that community

the carly 20008 dectine of loca

bookstores due to the Internet
and big-box retailers. “Booksell-
ers have worked to be part of
the community. People started
seeing holes in their downtowns
as the local stores disappeared
The hardware stores — gone, the
record stores — gone. And they
didu't like that. Something was
missing,” she said.

ot every community has been
as fortunate to have dedicated lo-
cal stores like the Galaxy Book-
shop. Barre has struggled for
over a decade without much luck
to fill the holes in its downtown
that Seott referred to.

While the surge of Internet
shopping hit bookstores across
the country hard, Ramsdell said
the Galaxy’s community focns
and the fact it took some time
for high-speed internet to reach
Hardwick insulated the busi-
ness more than most from what
she referred to as a “nationwide
shift.”

And then, ironeall, the big;
box bookstores that had forced
so many smnll booksellers to
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# Community Hears About
Impact of Act 46 Decision

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK - The Hardwick
Elementary School (HES) board
and the Orleans Southwest Su-
pervisory Union (OSSU) hosted
a public meeting on November 28
to discuss the ramifications of the
final Act 46 merger plan from the
Board of Education and answer
questions from the community.

OSSU superintendent. Joanne
LeBlanc summed up the gist of
the merger:

“You're no longer one school.
How you have to look at it is Orle-
ans Southwest Union Elementary
School District has three campus-
es. There is one in Greensboro,
there is one in Hardwick and
there is one in Woodbury™

LeBlanc addressed the most

daunting short-erm fsue fucing
the new, combined school district:
the timelin
mostimmediately _ there
e organizational
m-—eung ot transitione] boardl
Tha occur within 6
ot lhe state hoard's issuance
of its plan
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B e L
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Peltz Offers Insights
into Act 46 Deliberations

by Ray Small

HARDWICK — Peter Peltz is
a member of the State Board of
Education, which recently an-
nounced its decisions regarding
school district mergers, as called
for under Act 46. An interview

with The Gazette offered some in-
sights into why Le voted in favor
of the final report.

Peltz has experience with lo-
cal and state education dating
back to the late 1960s. He was a
member and chair of the schools
boards for Woodbury and Hazen
Union, served ou the board of
Green'Mountain Technology and
Carcer Center and was a trustee
for the State Board of Colleges.
He was elected to the Vermont
House of Representatives in
2006 and served as vicechair of
the House Education Commit-
tee. In 2015, he was appointed fo
the State Board of Education by
then-governor Peter Shumlin.

According to Peltz, the main
objectives of the board's decisions
regarding district_mergers are
improving educational  quality
and reducing costs.

Peliz believes that. consolidat-
ing school districts will improve
educational opportunities for stu-
dents through economies of scale.

“With, the dwindling of schaols’
population, the  opportunities
for kids have, in many cases,
lessened. If you combine your
resources in a larger group and
share_these, the students will
benefit,” he said

In his view, the benefits of a
larger, shared pool of resources
is ot limited to academics. Cit-
ing his hometown school as an
example, he explained: “There’s
huge social issues and behavioral
issues in schools. It very difficult
for Woodbury alone 1o provide
{resources], but as a group you're
much more likely to be able” to of-

Tops Markets Emerges
From Bankruptcy

WILLIAMSVILLE, N.Y. - Tops
Markets, LLC today announced
that it has successfully complet-
ed its financial restructuring and
emerged from Chapter 11 bank-
ruptey. The company reorganized
on a fully consensual basis, with
the support of its secured credi-
tors and the Official Commitiee
of Unsecured Creditors.

The company is emerging from
Chapter 11 with a substantially
stronger balance sheet, reducing
its debt by approximately $445
million, and with over $100 mil-
lion in liquidity. This significantly
enhanced financial flexibility will
enable the company to continue to
invest,in its stores and create an
even more exceptional shopping
experience for its customers. The
company also emerges having re-

solved the labor and pension issues
that it faced at the commencement.
of the chapter 11 cases.

We are moving forward as a
stronger Company with an even
greater ability to provide con-
vonioncs, savings and (rendly

customers across our
Communitios, We are mesting
stores and rolling out new
services that make shopping with
us even easier,” said Frank Curci,
Chief Executive Officer of Tops.

Mr. Curci continued, “We thank
our customers for their continued
support, our Tops’ associates who
provide our customers with ex-
ceptional service every day, and
our vendors and partners for
their ongoing support as we look

ard fo continuing to serve our
commuunities for years to come.
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The St. Norbert's Handbell Choir entertained in the Memorial Buiding Sunday

gvening ster the Ighaig of the Harduck Rescue
e Amy Holloway fleft), Rev. Evelyn Lavelli (center) and
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provel the quality of aducation in
Vermont.” He believes that reduc-
ing the mumber of school districts
wil reduce school spending
and improve the quallty of educa-

noted that Act 46 will have

to approximately

120, which will “reduce redun-

daney and overbead costa of ad-
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He said that while school
spending in the last budgel yeor
was projected to increase by 6.5
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Workers instail a temporary bridge on top of the School Street Bridge in
t. The temporary bridge will allow the town 10 wait for @ federally-

funded grent for a permanent

Wolcott’s School
Street Bridge Opens
Three Weeks Early

by Doug McClure
WOLCOTT — Ahead of sched-

is back open for traffic, using a
temporary structure rented from
the Vermont Agency of Transpo
tation (VIrans). The re-opening
oceurred just over 100 days after
a game warden discovered ma-
jor cracks under the bridge and
Vtrans shut it down in early Au-

ust.
The Wolcott Select Board fist

lion dollars, at least. One major
advantage Wolcott had was that
its select board chair, Eric Fun
ks for VIrans and had expe

ence in similar project

Wolcort slees board
in Tyler Billingsley of
burgs Eest Engmeenng, PLC.
The August

¢ demon-

e prfect
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e
e concerns were not just the
Lok o reeble egress from the
village but sao the approaching
winter which ould o
ruction expeh:ne cand
blo\\gln. Wit T the risk of f
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entirely,
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