Har

Town Considers
Water Rate
Adjustments

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK — Hardwick Elec-
tric Department (HED) commis-
sioner David Mitchell updated
HED' status for the Hardwick
Select, Board at the boards
tember 17 meeting. The board
also heard from Positive Pies
John Rivetto on ideas to “avoid
the winter dip” in village bu

. Hardwick Police Depart-
ment Chief Aaron Cachran de-
seribed the September 17 drug
sting, covered in a separate ar-
ticle. The board also received an
analyss o tho water and sover
estimated ra

i ok Aberta Miller own
manager Shaun Fielder, and se-
Tect board member Lucian Aver
have been “working with a lot of
sproadiheets” to ainalyzs tho wa-

d sewer estimated rates,
hich worked ot clom 10 0 xpec:
Da'mns, arwrdmz to Fiel
1% fmportant,” said Fieldor,

“for flks f Know tht o belance
the budget. coming off the first
year there were adjustments, but

Business manager Casey Row-
el said the proposed metere
residential and commercial wa-
ter rates will go from $71.25 to
$72 per_quarter at the lowest

8 the  commercial/ros
dential (20,000 gallon rate) from
$142.50 t0 $14450. Overage be-
yond 10,000 gallona increased
v gal-
e from
$11075 0 $119 50 per ananter for
residential and commercial prop-
erties, and from $22150 to $225
for commercialivesidential, with
overage increash 2 $0.0075

are posted
hardwickyt.

Positive mg Rivetto present-

litany of ideas to “keep the

eda of i
feconcmie] sngine moving Guring

the slow months of the year.” He
asked what could be done fo at-
ract. snowmobilers into the vil-
lage. Getting those people down-
town, mused Rivetto, could do «
ot for Hardwick durfug the win-
ter months.

u ot access for peo-
e olliug Ehrough ot v
awesome adventures?”  Rivet

"

sked

Select board viee chair Danuy
Hale said he wonld reach out to
the local snowmobile club_about
oining forces. Select boand chair
Eric Remick aaid he was nter-
este Shjectives In
o eummer context. Rivetto. said
that, from his perspective as 2
whitewater kayaker, “the Lam-
o and referenced
the Hardwick Trails as another
potential tourist draw.

“How do you bring all these

cthe

thin er - advent
sports, dirt biking, the incred-
ible land — just how do we ge

the message ot there and te it
all together? How do we make it
Liappen?” Rivetto asked. T here

elp.”
hell gave an upda

HED, which featured a i 1
pair hat muslioomed. A workee
discovered a

x, but then the e ottt

“We biad 1o bire supertrained
div see why the gate
oulant doser e sei
: pased dranatically, lead-
ing Remick 2k What the divers
oo, and Mfchel] responded,
“They found a chunk of conerete
and Jimmy Hof
Lavghing aslde, Mitchell said
been completed

pmg wpalon i andhe T
ee WATER, 4

Heating Program
Assistance Available

by Michael Bielaws!

HARDWIC Each winter,
omande o s Vor:

e is working
Thac fmanciel help s avallable
oiano,
D-Stanmard, spoke i T G
zette about the fmportance of &
program known s “LIHEAP” or
the Low-Tucou Heuting Enersy

come

e

s, Ho noied that 200 e
ail currenly costs o
Troimmo seid. that people who
2y to lve with the ihemmostat
lown are compromising
thei well-being

“If you are in a cold house, your
health risks inerease, the health
of your family ... cspecially if
there are children involved,” he
said. “When I worked for Connin-
nity Action back in the early- to
mid-T0s, [LIIEAP] was goiig at
that time and its amazing a1
encouraging to me that its i
going”

He said the organization back
then delivered hundreds of cords
of wood throughout the Northeast

prograsm s muosly feder-
al-funded, said Troiano, but re-
Cotves sapplemental anding from
the state
“We deal with it in the budget
and we've dealt with it some in
1y committee,” Troiano said.
Richard Giddings, director of
See HEATING, 4
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paronts and community members foined the march on Friday from Hazen Union to Atiins Fiold.

b

i m \‘

‘photo by Doug MeClure
Students and community members assombed at the Atkins Field pavillon ater marching though 1o, whore 1oy
listened to speakers talk about climate change.

Students Walk for World-
Wide Climate Action

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK — More than 140
Hazen Union students walked out
of class on Friday to participate in
& worldwide Climate Strike to de-
mand urgent government action
to address climate change.

According to _actionnetwork
org, one of the organizers of cli-
mate strikes in the United States,
“On September 20, three days
belore the UN Clirhate Summit

u NYC, young people and adults
VL stefke 4l acnose the US md
world to demand transformative
action be taken to address the cli-
e crisis.”

According to & Hazen Union
estimate, 143 high school snd
middle school students joined the

rotest. Students from Lakeview
and other area schools joined the
strike

The student, protesters were
joined by community members in
& show of solidarity. The protest-
ers made their way from the Ha-
zen campus down Main Street and
on to Atkins Field. Officers from
the Hardwick Police Department
were on hand, bt the march was
peaceful and interaction between
police and protesters was limited
to greetings such as & fist bump

between an officer and a student.
Despite traffic being impeded
briefly, motorists were generally
supportive, including a driver in
afuel delivery truck who gave the
kids a thumbs-up.

The event was spearheaded by
Hazen student Kai Gilbert, who
dismissed the motion that the
protest was politically motivated.

“This is not about politics,”
she said, speaking underneathy
the new Pavilion at Atkins field.
“This is a question of life, and it
should not just be left to youth
Every animal, every wild place,
we have destroyed ... we as young
people demm\d & future.”

p Troiano (D-Caledo-
wied) of Stamnard spoke after
Gilbert and implored the stu-
dents to “team up with us old
gnys,” which he said had helped
pass legislation for the upcoming
ban on plastic bags, styrofoam
containers, and straws. He noted
each of those items separately,
and with each one a cheer rose
from under the packed Pavilion
Troiano said while “we live in a
place that has been exceptional”
in terms of locally-sourced prod-
ucts, “[the kids] are our future in
Vermont. When you go out into
the job market, you are going to

see a lot more green jobs.

Buffalo Mountain Co-Op’s new
General Manager, Emily Hersh-
berger, followed Troiano and said

Kai's father, spoke next. “It's nof
going to be policymakers or regu-
Iators or bureaucrats making the
change, we're talking about sys-
temic changs,” ho told the gath-
ered protesters. “[The solution] is
not. simple, we have to get back
to fundamentals. We have a mar-
kotdriven system, we need to
rebuild society in the image of an
ecosystem.”

Speaking afterwards, Kai Gil-
bert said the strike had been two
weeks in the planning and, as she
s senior now, some juniors and
younger students are becoming
nvolved. “We're not done,” added
Senior Audrey Grant, who also
helped plan the event. “We're not
satisfied.”

“I'm really prond of onr commu-
nity,” Kai Gilbert. said.
me hope and it gives me faith.”

Grant said some teachers were
npset “that we have to take class
time” but that frustration was
less directed at the students
than at the climate crisis that

See WALK, 3

Plainfield Co-op
Future Uncertain

by Michael Bielaws!

PLAINFIELD — The Plainfield
Co-ap is taking steps to rebound
from a tough financial situation.
The co-ops anunal report, re-
leased earlier this year, found
the community-owned store had
lost nearly $45,000 in 2018. The
co-0p held a members’ meeting on
Saturday at the Plainfield Opera
House to propose strategies for
returning the business to solven-
cy. Approximately 60 people at-
tended.

Andy Robinson, the meeting’s
facilitator, noted that the store is
$14,000 in the black for August,
but cautioned that the news was
not as good as it seemed.

“The bad news is basically [the

store] is being lifted into the black

on the backs of volunteer staff,”

Robinson said. “Its good for the

short run, it’s not good for the long.
an.”

posals  discussed at the
meeting included moving the co-
op to a more visible location on
Route 2, an_owner-partnership
with Hunger Mountain Co-op in
Montpelier, adopting an employ-
e-owned business model, or keep-
ing the current location and busi-
ness model while finding ways to
increase performance. Members
voted on each proposal.

The Hunger Mountain partner-
ship proposal received at least 41
votes, with advocates suggesting
benefits could include greater

See CO-OP. 4.
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move their store or. strugture
oS e e o he B e st Saturday aftemoon.
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Sting Operation
Leads to
N 1ne Arrests

poolphoto by Tood Wellngon, Caleoonian Record

Forest Foster (seated, second from right) and

Denise_Fradette (se:

far ight cunng aragnment procoecings a Caledonia Couny Court i

John
by Doug McClure

ARDWICK — On Wednesday,
September 18, the Hardwick Po-
lice Department (HPD) concluded
a far-reaching investigation, ar-
vesting suspecis at five locafions
across Hardwick for possession
and distribntion of illegal drugs,
including heroin and fentanyl
The operation involved thirty of-
ficers from multiple agencies, ac-
cording to HPD Chief Aaron Co-
chran. Hardwick Rescue was on
standby but was not needed.

The arrests involved five cas-
es which HPD Detective Kev-
in Lehoe had been working on
for months. A tenth arrest was
made two days prior for auol

aed possession case
individual had violated

The arrested suspects are De-
se Fradette of Hardwick, Ryan
of Hardwick, Kevin Fradette

of Hardwick, Alain Fradette of
Bagley of

Hardwick, Charles
Hardwick, Cherie Salls of Eden,
Tinisha Demo of Hardwick, For-
est. Foster of Hardwick, Christo-
pher Thompson of Walden, and
taMcKenney/Baker/Lakus
of Hardwick. As of press time, all
individuals had made bail.

Assisting agencies Dncluded
e Town PD,

six counts, two for ale o Tentan-

, three for selling fake heroin,
md one for driving with a crim.
ended eense. (D187

ally s

(,nmmﬁl)

Denise Fradette, Kevins sis-

ter, Denise Fradette is alleged to

have sold and dispensed fentanyl,
See

Public Transportation
Coming to Woodbury?

by Mich;

ielawski
WOODBURY
poration conld be expanding to

he most raral commmmn.

Puum trans-

e in the sinte
Nick D'Augustino of Rural
Community Trausportation e,
vas_at ay's select

hmard meeting o i, R

RO al fore- frce, so anytime
it doest

bus
Cost you anything,” he s
otayou throngh your taxpayer
dollars.”

s convenient for
shopping or appointments.

There will be a stop in the vil-
lage and possibly a stop by the
town offices near the large white
chureh. A trip to Montpelier
Wwould require & transfer in Rast
Mnntpeller, but Barre would be a

The board was receptive to the

“lt's tty expensive for some
ople to drive themselves back
and forh to Montpelfer svery

’ oart menber Brian
‘§halney “We have a fow senios
this o e aging v and it Cmight
he a nice thing

A St o coordinate
with Green Mountain Transit,

which elrady sorves pa
State grant money il
hkely be required
ident. cante i

Tesi o inform
ll\e hnard that he

o o i
road upkeep — and the;

ould not be paying his Rl taxcs
this

year.
Board chair Michacl Gray ro-

t
rative merger wil -
vick and Lakeviow clomentary
school dist

“The majan'y ofthat ot
es came from the school tax and
mostof thatis bera\\s& wo are now
paying for two other town's school
[building Expénsex and othr sdu-
cationcotsl” Gr

‘This issu ol ofone
ofthe main logal argumnts used

or
exp»mmm the voters never ap-

Thore was an wpdate on the
replacement of an underground
fugh st e dow, g

e have to at whk out
ui thv gru\m(l as xuun 881-

re is an nrgen v"(‘m

«md. referring to the oncoming
winfer season.

See PUBLIC, 4
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