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On Thursday, October 24, Hardwick Town Manager Shaun Fielder addressed

group at the Lamoille Housi
markin

completion of the latest §4.
Executive Director Jim Lovinsky is i the backgroun:

ing Partership's ‘Celebrate Herdwick” event

4M renovations in Hardwick. LHP

Housing Nonprofits
‘Celebrate Hardwick’

by Doug McClure

" Lo
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prt of fts onging renovations
o the Bemis Block, where th
sed. The Bemis

The Jeudevine Library held a fundaising contest in support of its planned expansion project.
's Harawick Police Chief Aaron Cochran. For good e
Town Manager Shotn Feder s 45eed e 90 The pi's e is Olves 1 s emriond sopport pesson s Cyerel

most votes won and “got” o kiss &

Corkers.
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Town of Hardwick
Buys Yellow Barn

by Alison Low

HARDWICK - The Town of
Hardwick has acquired the build-
ing that formerly housed the
Greenshoro_ Garage on Route
15, commonly referred fo as the

profits’ latest completed work
on iwick Buildings.
Jeudevine Housing renova-
tion project cost $4.45M, accord-
i the LHP’s Kerrie Lohr.
Tho largesl o the thres renova-
b Main,
fnrmerlv Ll\e Klmball Block
urrent b the Clip Joint
o even rontal apartments.
Included in the restoration was
s

late-1800s/
Hill Roa

ith_previously restored
housing &t Bemis Block, proper-
e nd Maple

the newly-construct-

en Manor, Lanoille

Everg
Housing now _offers 1
cighty units ot affordable housing

nd of Trustonn Chaie

65,500
upgrades Lhmugl\ the LHP a

Lonant in the building; Lobs car-
ified that for the day’s event the
Scale House “was a paid venue,
paid for by the owners.”
Among those speaking
Sen. Jane Kitchel (D Lnledomm
ard

&5
£5
ﬁ

of Danville, who sai

e plz«)ed in the w\m evolu-
tion. Kitchel, who is ¢l A' the
appropriations committee,  said
e e s enormons for ho\\smg
that is safe and affordable,” and
added that “there is lots more fo

H-IP Fxmmve Director Juu
Hardwi

ov
as “fahulm\s metropolis” nd
said LHP has been on nd
since 1560 when s manise fre

royed two large buildings
i the Village. Along with HVE,
Lovinsky said LHP brought their

bear on the rubble of
e Kivabal Biock. rebuilding it
in the 1990 and updating it in
the latest round of renovations.

Lovinsky said renovators to
care to preserve the historical
‘See HOUSING, 7

which acqnired it from the previ-
ous owners of the Greensboro Ga-
rage as part of a plan to develop
the site as an agribusiness accel-
erator and corporate camprs.

The purchase was made possi-
ble by a $250,000 grant from the
Northern Border Regional Com-
‘mission and funds from the town’s
ownEconomie Development. Re-
volving Loan Fund. Accordi
press release from the town, “the
Hardwick Yellow Barn Business
Accelerator and Corporate Cam-

pus will strengthen Vermont’s
Fam and fondbased cconomy by
allowing multiple cstablishments
to grow and expand with other en
trepreneurs, develop new products,
aad, proveexport o extomal
‘markets.

The

ject s a public-private col-
laboration involving muliple agen
cies including Hardwick municipal
officials, the CAE, Northeastern
Vermont Development Association,
Vermont Agency of Commerce and
Compuiy Declopmenty Nort-

n Forest Center, Vermont Eco-
nomiec Development. Authority and
a variety of local business leaders.
The Yellow Barn Team has also
been working with Coe + Coe Ar-
chitecture on the project.

Testy Board Meeting on
Water Tests Puts Gavel To Use

by Will Walters

CABOT - The Oct. 22 select
board meeting on  municipal
water quality test results that
showed barely-detectable_levels
of a contaminant resulted in chair
Fred Ducharme’s repeated call to
order, complete with gavel pound-
ing and ordering a resident to be
quiet or be removed.

The municipal water supply
tested positive for Hexafluoro-
propylencoxide dimer acid (HF-
PO-DA), ane of the so-called
GenX chemicals developed to re-
place carlier dhermicals that wore
found to impose health risks. HF-
PO-DA and other GenX substanc-
es are present in many common
products such as food packaging,
peints, cleaning_ products, non-
stick coatings, outdoor fabrics and
firefighting foam. Board member
Ruth Goodrich said the chemicals

are also found in dental floss, piz-
za boxes, popeorn bags and even
“dust in’the house,” whicl
tested for 16,000 50,000 parts
per trillion.
In her role as water superinten-
dent, Goodrich provided copies of
s, information about
e town

The water supply testing, whm\
ANI ted
every fhree ears, wa nducke
y Stone Envlml\menml Results.
came back at 2.5 parts per trillion
(opt), with a mkup fest showing
ppt. Amounts belo“ p
nut delecmhle throug
n Oct. 8 Jessica Mnller mnsed

the topic of the test results, but
Goodrich did not. yet e all the
information ready. At the Oct. 22
meeting additional information
was_provided. Miller said tha
the information provided was for
PFOAs and not for GenX sub-
stances. Miller said “there is no
analytical analysis standard for
the GenX chemicals,” which she
said were not used until 200,
Miller asked where the sub-
stance is entering the water and
Goodrich said the source is not
known. Goodrich added  that
is no way to tell how long
the chemical has been in the wa-
ter and it could have been in the
ground for 50 years, “long before
we dug the wells” ANR is con-
ducting baseline tests throughout
the state, but currently there are
no_specific guidelines. Goodrich
said that until the state says
GAVEL, 7

The Town of Hardwick has acquired

courtesy photo
ihe Yellow Bam property as part of a

plen 0 tum the site into an agribusiness sccelerator. An October 22 transfer

Geromony featured (lft o
oard
and former owners Stephen Ferber, B

According o the satement,“the
project will consist of a b

56,000 0. 1 i purpone pro-
cessing facility and an adaptive
reuse of the historie 3,920 sq
yellow barn — already an iconic
presence along the Route 15 gate-
way to downtown Hardwicl

right) Town
ir Eric Remick, Andrew Meyer from interim owner 1781 Group LLC.
obbye Nisbet and Tm Nisbet.

Manager Shaun Fielder and Select

The $8.6 million construction
budget, which includes acquisi-
tion, soft costs, and site work, will
be supplemented by a mix of state
and federal grants and_loans.
While the Town of Hardwick will
own the site, the Center for an
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Drug Takeback Day
Spothghts Health Risk

hael Bielaws}

HARI LK Resldenbs in Lhe
Hardwick a
National Prpsrnpuon Dmg Toke-
back Day last Saturday to get rid
of unused preseription drugs that
can pose a health risk fo friends
O fomily whosare trageling with

ddictio

According to the Vermont De-
pariment of Health (VDED), teico

2
E
i
B

& Agency to hol
et medlcauon cdllections af
designated disposal sites around
e

“This twice-yearly event p
ides a safe, convenient and
responsble way. to dispose of

ro-

pets who might acidentally in-
gest the

“This past Saturday the Hard-
wick Police Department was once
again a drop-off location. At a
past select board mesting, Police
Chief Aaron Cochran said after
the drugs are turned in they are
collected by the DEA and eventu-
ally incinerated.

Town manager Shaun Fielder
posted a statement online about
this weelcs collection.

“When you properly store and
get rid of unused medications,

ou are doing your part to keep
Vermont and Vermonters healthy
and safe,” the statement read.

e statement added that more
than half of all prescription drug
abusers get their fix from either a

presri
& medications whileedueating

out the potential for medication
.msuse, acedental ingeston, and

g the 2018 spring e\enl
Vermontors_disposed of
pouds of edication.”
statement. continues that
improperty Stored. medications
are also a risk to children and

out of the mediciné cabinet,
“Medications are not
properly stored in your home
can be a risk to kids and pets
who might accidentally ingest
them,” the post reads. “And
flushing medications or tossing
them in the trash is a danger to
our waterways and wildlife.”
See TAKEBACK, 4

ott:Woodbury

Mill Street Bank

Building Sold

by Doug McClure
HARDWICK - The brick struc-
nk

K2 Owners Jimmy Goldsmitly
and Kim Kaufman purchase
the property with plans for resto-
ration, according to Goldsmith

're restoration people,” said
Goldsith. “We don't just scrape
{a building] off and redevelop.

2 owns and operates soveral
restaurants in the region, Gold-
mith said, including the Tormer

orrisville' railroad depot, built
in 1872. The conple resiored that
building and created the restau-
rant 10 Railroad Street in 2013,
which it operates. Goldsmith de-

Moms\ 1llea ‘epot had fallon into

Whlle Goldsmith cited exam-

“not 1 got to get
he b s e e st
as a historical building it likely
will have intrinsic issues with
lead paint and perhaps asbestos
in need of abatement, an
was prepared for that possibility.
The bulgotis uot ye projectod:
he added. H has a

sorvo of redlaimed historical
items that it can put back to use.

e goal is a “solid plan for re-
storing that building to its former
grandeur,” he sai

The building was originally
built for and home to the Hard-
wick Savings Ba Trust.
The bank was established in
Hardwick in 1892, was insured

and continued operating uniil ac-
quisition by Merchants Bank in
1977, which was itself aoquived
by Community Bank, NA in 2017
Merchants Bank moved. to the
current, Route 15 site in the late
1980
Previous owner Linda Remsdell
said she bought the
1997, with the Galaxy Bookshop
being its main tenant for over
& decade nutil 2009. The Buk
See BANK, 4

hoto restoreton by Doug MeClore vi Herdwick Historicl Socoty

A stosiscape of Hardwick Vilege

between 1898 and 1910 showing the

ek Souige Bank ane Tossof . e buing e kel bt ches

7892. Electric [ghting is present in this photo which was installed around

1897, but the streets are ot yet paved, which Eiizabeth Dow of the HHS said
0.

opened n 191

Act 46 Challenge
Goes to Vermont
Supreme Court

by Doug McClure

MONTPELIER — The appeal
against Act 46 launched in late
2018 by almost three dozen school
districis is now in the hands of the
Vermont Supreme Court. The ap-
peal focuses on two statutory and
three Constitutional violations.
Lead appellate_attorney David
F. Kelley of Craftsbury Common,
said “T hope [the Supreme Court]
will schedule oral arguments in
about & month — but it is unpre-
dictable.”

Appellants argue that the
forced mergers took a stated goal
of Act 46, “to encourage and sup-
port local decisions and actions,”
and rendered it “illusory.” The ap-
peal states that districts had no
choice but to merge, as has been
the case with forced-mergers,
the choice offered to them about
whether to merge was mislead-
ing

g

Argued in all iterations of the
appeal, including this one, is that
the state never justified that the
forced mergers were “necessary,”
bt instead relied on its own judg-
ment as to what was “possible”
and “practicable,” and in doing
50 conmitted a “reversible error”
The appellants argue that the
state Board of Education ignored
that “many districts can meet Act
46 goals without merging”

The appeal cites comments
made after Act 46's passage by
then-Sentor David Zuckerman,
who said, “if your small school

does it well,
nn. m\m)mex

and
hem-

financially
om

Souare e snmll srhunl and
you are indeed oper

ficient way

your children are in fact getting
‘a proper education, then this bill
seeks to leave you alone.”

On constitutional violations,
the appeal states that the board
“offended the Constitution — all
without determining  whether
this would serve the Act 46 goals

the board violated the Edneation
Clause, the Common Benefits
Clause and constitutional ques-
tions on separation of powers. For
example, the appellants argue
that the board’s forced mergers
rulings violate separation of pow-
ers as those were “not subject to
approval by the legislature or a
vote of the local electorate [and]..
the board has no accountability
to the public because it is hot an
elected body.”

The appeal states that forced
mergers violate the Education
Clause of the Vermont Constitu-
tion which “requires that a com-
petent number of schools ought to
be maintained in each town un-
less the general assembly permits
other provisions” Furthermore,
the appellants argue there is no

See CHALLENGE, 4
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