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Old Earthen Dam

Looms at Long Pond
| 4

A
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East Lo

Pond dam. The dam s owned by the Hardwick Electric Department and is
considered t0 be in poor condition by the State of Vermont.

by Emmett Avery

HARDWICK - The *high hazard”
carthen dam at Egst Long Pond in
v is in “poor” condition,
cording to the most recent state
Tnspeciion "The dam, buit in 1930,
is currently

ly owned by the Hardvick
Blectric Department
ot Lot Do s Ioated at. the

Nichols an

i) Benjamin Green,
chief dam safety engincer for the
t of Environ-

in loss of human lie and excessive
g5 an
other infrastructure. A hazard rat-
ing indicates equence of a
potential filure but does not pre-
ikelihood; a high haz:
dam could be i excllent onditon
However, a “poor’
ing indicates “significant
and or operation and maintenance
deficiencies are clearly recogni
According to Green, “poor” is the
scvmnd from worst tadition i Ver.

mont’s_four-rung step

above ‘unsafe” hich requires -
mediate

“ anticipating imme-

dite failure,” Gmen n said, owew,

rly concerne

about it diring extreme. Toading

under all conditions.

 the dam is in bad con-
dition,” said Mike Sullivan, Gener-
al Manager of the Hardwick Elec-
tric Department, in an interview
y it has been there for 100

on Fri
years”

d that no immediate
danger was posed by the dam, and
there is “no news

"The May, 2019 DEC report on
East Long Pond found the dam
was brushy in multiple areas, “pre-
venting a inspection.”
State dam_inspectors, inch
Mr. Green, noted multiple concerns
about the dam in three specific
areas: the ausdliary spillway was

unstable,”

as lsted in “poor condition,” due

to three missing logs,

o adrologi reprt pevduced by
the dam had only

Dot ot of B bt o
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Cartie Harvey completed her Peace Coms service on Oct, 10 during 3
ceremony held at the Peace Corps headquarters in Manile, the Philopines.

Local Peace Corps
Volunteer Returns

by Jim
CABOT - An adventurous world
traveler is
pleting three years of service in the
Philppine slands o Pesce Corps
, at
SRR Ao e York o N
21. She is preparing now to embarl
on the next chapter in an inspiring

ey, 26, attended elemen-
tary and middle school in Walden.

plant

“That love was

liamsburg, Virginia. Visiting him
in seventl T became fasci-
nated with historical artifacts and
archaeologicl excavation

Ms. Harvey ron
Cat, g Sl “where she

layed soccer and served as a tu-
tor and program assistant for the
after school program.  An active
Girl Scout, she attended Camp

fapanacki in Hardwick from 1999
through 2009. As a campe
er as a camp counselor, she learned

utdoor living ekils ard developed
1eadmmp abiliti

ing my senior year of high

school, 1 traveled to Beli
School trip for the marine biology
and cultural ant] lassesr
Ms. Harvey shared. “Seeing Mayan
ruins up close cemented my desire
to pursue archacology in college.”

-

est portion of the dam crest under

rmal pool conditions.” Two feet of
freehoard is a foot lower than per-
mitted by the state, according to
the report,

The DEC report recommended
performing an engineered stability
analysis on the earthen embank-

it which was found tobe stecp-
enerally accepted, and a

of the lower level
e

it into compliance with State
quirements and current dam safety
(THEN, 7

‘Wolcott Dam to
be Repaired
in the Future
by Emmett Avery

COTT — A recent arti-
de in \’Tl)lgger highlighted a

dam in Wolcott, owned by the
Hardwick Electric Depariment

dam in question, some-
times known as the Pottersville
Dam, sits on the Lamoille River
Just above Woleott village an
provides water to a hydroelec-
tric generation facility, which is
also owned by HJ g
o State of Vermont dat
dam was build in 1920 and is
considered *high hazar
in Green, Chief Dam
Safety Bugineer for the Ver-
mont. Department of Environ-
mental Censemuon, says that
“high haza ignation
indicating that a dam's filure
iis expected to cause loss of mul-
tiple human lives and excessive
lamage to homes and industri-
al or public facilities and infra-
structure, However, the hazard
rating only indicates the conse-
quence of a potential failure, it

lam could be in
excellent condition.

t recent dam safe-
ty report for the \Vulmn dam,
commissioned
produced by the consultingn-
gineering
Inc. in 2018, noted several de-
ficiencies, but found the dam

t be in “fair” condition over-
75 Bettes the
East Long Pond dam recently
received from the Vermont De-

artment of ~Environmental
Conservation (see separate ar-
ticle). The “fair” rating, accord-
in t the report, idicates that
there are significant operational
d_maintenance deficiencies,
but no structural issues. It also
means that_potential deficien-
cies exist under “unusual load-

ing conditions.
e Hmary  concems

raised by t

report._are
Tnoperability e et
ee FUTURE, 3

ott :Woodbury

‘ohoto by Doug McClue

O the avening of Fidey Decorter & /@h» 0w powdered Hardwick Villge siroets, continuing a rond of cooletherusual days. Wil not 25 oxrome 53
tartod

2018, 20195 snow season

Town House Considered
for Hardwick Town Meetings

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK — Multiple mem-
bers of the Northeast Kingdom Arts
Council (NEKArts) Board turned
upat the December 5 Hardwick Se-
lect Board meeting to ask whether
Town Meetings should return to the

Select board and NEKArts board
member Shari Cornish, along with
other s members, put for-
ward a case that the Town House
should serve as a location for Town
Meetings, 2 it had until more than
a decade ago, when

heating system failed. Town Meet-

Select Board
Continues
Budget
Discussions
by Doug McClure

— The second

HARDWICK
d of preliminary budget
tthe De-

cember 5 select board meeting.

Police Chief Aaron Cocl

the board and Business Man.
Rowell reviewed

the proposed police department
r topics discusse
included budgets for the Jeade-
vine Library, and the Hardwick
were preliminary and subject to

ange.
Rowell prefaced the discus-

sion with an announcement.
“The numbers for insurance
Seo a

Quick Fire Department Action
Prevents $109,000 Loss

by Will Walters

EAST MONTPELIER —
acton by the Fact Nomtpeler Foe
epartment (EMFD) prevented the
Toss of a $109,000 transfer to the
vendor of a replacement ambulance
for Rescue 3. The hack diverted the

irapafer rom the vendor 0.0 b
‘The fire department_told_the
East Montpelier and Calais select
boards that the money was stolen
in the money transfer process, but
the fire department picked up
the error. Due to quick action by

EMED, the bank placed a hold on
e money in the Michigan account
o S 00 o et B
the $109,000 transfer. The ambu-
ance vendo

Toss, leaving EMFD harmless.
Al a joint select boards and fire
department budget planning mest-
3 cial results were
compared to the budget numbers
as of Oct. 31 were reviewed. For
the first third of the fiscal year, fire

department expenses wers st
percent of bu s re-
viewed the ambulance profit an
See LOSS, 5

S

Hazen Artisan Academy Gets Grant

by Doug McClure

~ The Hazen Arti-
san and Entrepreneurship Acade-
my received 326,000 grant from
Vermont Agenc; lucation
;AOE) o develop & personalized
learning curriculum and assess-
rent, Academy Coordinator Hilary
with ‘Flexible Pathways” learni
‘which was codfled in 2019 with Act
According to the AOE's brief

districts as they develop and ex-
pand high-quality educational expe-
riences that are an integral part
secondary education in the evolving
21st-century

Currently inits first year, student
interest in i s growing
ata faster rate than expected, May-

Thus f, Academy ot bave
used makerspaces at Spark/Won-
derArts in Greensboro and. Gen-
erator Makerspace in Burlington.

ings are curently held ot Hardwick
Elementary School (HE
“{Town Meeting
the Town House due to heating sys-
failure,” said Cornis
have insulated ceilings and storm
tion as you can have. NEKArts is

18905 and has served as a perfor-
mance space since.

Bront McCoy of the NERAIts
board said, and Cornish later
agreed, that_the better acoustics
and more civic-oriente

Town Meeting

participation. McCoy said he was
ireensboro resident and Town
Meetings are held at the High-
land Center for the Arts with a

much_higher participation rate
than Hardwick sees. He attribut-
ed that in part to acoustics and
nature of that apace, Cornish said
Brons to encourage kidsto do what
they do at their school gy:
around — and those dstractions
and bad acousties pose a problemn.

£

ac o wheiher anyone.had dou-
ble-checked with OSUED whether
hosting Town Meeting was okay
now that HES is in a force-me
trict. f concern
was raised that n Meet-
Chools \lnder the current
climate was “disruptiv
"I the vote goes down on the Ha-
zen [budget] election,” said NEKAts
Treasurer Tess Mattin, “lbudgets]
tion, which disrupts the school day,
safety protocols that are in place?”
See CONSIDERED, 7

Yellow Barn
Grant Award,
Request from
the Chief

by Doug McClure

WICK - At the De-
cember 5 select board meeting,

ron Cochran issued a

he idea of joining
a Communications Union Dis-
trict (CUD) to rectify the town's

See REQUEST, 6

Dermolition began on

ohoto by Vanesso Fourer

ie Woodbury Couniry Store last week. Jeremy Bogie, owner of Blue Mountain Trucking and

Excovating of South Ryegale knocked down the bam and the store last week. The main house attached to it Wil be

om down this wee

Old Country Store Is
Finally Coming Down

WOODBURY — The old country
store in the village, largely regan
ed as an eyesore and a potential
salety hazard for years, s fnally
coming

S1d sore close ts doors sev-
eral years ago and the bullding foll
into disuse. Since then, the struc-
ture has been without a caretaker
while exposed to harsh Woodbury
winters. Select board members rou-
tinely commented that the former

e town applied for a FEMA
Hazard Mitigation Grant t pay for
the building purchase and proper-
ty restoration, totaling more than
$120,000, including a 25 percent

‘match from the town. The goal is to
provide a clean, green space where
the building once stood, with no fu-
ture development on

“That's the requirement,
that no one will ever build some.
thing there again,” Select board
chair Michacl Gray said by phone
on Saturday

ssid dealing with the issue could at
times be frustrating
“1¢s been, Twould say five years,
ive or take. It was a temptation
Just to torch [the *Suilding], he
ed.

Portions of the building have al-
ready been removed, Gray
e o o s halF ot

building is down, and the rest will
come down next week,

jue Mountain Excavating from
South Rvegate e contracted to
take the building

my godfather, who enjoyed metal arvey went on to earn a Flexible Pathways “encourages and Those require transportation, which store’s roof might not last another s been with the select ~ Gray said ‘hestos originally
detecting near his home in Wil See VOLUNTEER, 4 supports the creativity of schoo ACADEMY, 6  season. Do et the prosese 11s See DOWN,
hardwickgazette.com
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