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Position Considered

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK - At the December
19 select board meeting, a single
roposed budget item generat-
ed almost three-quarters of an
hour of discussion: a proposal is
to bring on a part-time Econom-
ic Development, Coordinator at a
cost of $30,000.

The majority of the select board
felt the request was a good i
with select board member Lucian
Avery dissenting.

One justification for a dedicat-
ed position is that Town Manager
Shaun Fielder is taking on many
tasks which are not in Lis “bai-
liwick," according to Vico Chair
Denny Hale. Chair Eric Remick
said “Shauns done » great job
[with numerous economic devel-
opment. projects], but he's been
running from the get-go. It wasw't
even in his job description.”

Fielder said that while was
not complaining, just on this day
he had to table everything from
his regular work for two hours
to attend & Yellow Barn-relat-
ed meeting, and “look at what's
happening with Lamoille Valley
Rail Trail. You wouldn't think
that's something for the town
managers office, but we're in
the game of doing it

the [econoniicdevelop-
ment] that happens lands on the
town manager,” said board mem-

bor Shr Cornish, “and it should
ot continus to be tho dutos of
the town man tto
grow cconomic de\elopmem in
Hardwick”

Avery countered by saying

o o, Blaces e hoom [gﬂ]
bust. In somo ways

thing to have the or
in charg, since o things

rnish_replied with “So we
slw\\ld d Just leave all tho vacant

\ery ought up the Carey
oud property and said “We -
\'enl discussed what we want t
Town with this property.
T personally dont hink an indus.
el pork there i good dcn
other: o Maghe ﬁllmg
one hm» "Sorefront is wh
dor Renpick responics that
lot of idoas had becn dincussed
for the Carey Road property, wi
nothing decided on.

Avery said he grew up in Mor-
risille and “thoy put hings in
they shouldut, like town water
io Cadys Ficld. That's good town
water Lhéyv? decided to polute
When you grow-grow-grow there’s
alot of dermons bt ot o

mns ‘We don't

oo fo put the g
See POSI'"DN, 5

Advisory Committee
on Intersection
Redesign Proposed

by Will Walters

PLAINFIELD — An_advisory
committee to gather information
about the proposed Route 2 and

Marin Street intersection redesign

will be considered for action at

the Ju. 13 mocting, Mou board

chair

the Dex Smecting,
wpose 4 an advisory
te

aid at

r Bra
nfommation and hold hearings us
the project moves forward so that

the select board does not have to
do this directly. Thayer noted her
concern about how things would
be coordinated with the Agency of
Transportation’s (AOT) timeline,
as well as the role of an advisory
committee. Engineer Erin Parisi
of AOT s o -ma to be at the
Jan, 13 me:
Sirong said there are several
people who ago willng to

n the committee and provided
he board with o draft resolution
ating the committee, detailing
how the committee will work and

when its report will be due
See REDESIGN, 7
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With temperatures hovering around 4 degrees on December 19, the Buffa

Mountain Co-op in Hardwic, 0ok the opportunity to host an outdoor frozen
food sidewalk sele.

— am
photo by Vianessa Fournier

The traffic in downtown Herdwick is picking up as the holidays are just around the comer.

Precipitous Precipitation
Proves Problematic in 2019

YEAR
In REVIEW
by Tyler Molleur

HARDWICK - In most itera-
tions of the meteorological year
in review, a variety of weather
phenomena are readily discussed,
including fluctuating and notable
extremes. That is the nature of
weather in New England, but this

extended portion of both the be-
ginning and end of 2019,

The first snowfall of the year
came shortly after the year com-
menced, dumping over a foot of
snow across our region on Janu-
ary 9 and 10. That storm set the
stage for an even larger one on
January 20 and 21, which added
an additional foot to foot-and-
a-half of snow cover, breaking a
snowfall record at the Burling-
ton Airport. This snow fell in a
span of less than 24 hours, and
was accompanied by a period of

strong winds and reduced visi-
bility. OF note, & report from the

as snow fell at below-zero tem-

.

»

ohoto by Tyier Molleur

over Hardwick Thursday morning. Temperatures in the wake of 3 Wednesday

night snow squall foll nio the Singlo digits
id-ir,allowing for refiaction from the sunlight. The
ther Service reported wind chills of -24 F. degrees in Greensboro

ico crystals to o020 in 7
National Wear
and -21  degrees in Walden

peratures during the bulk of the
event, with wind chills in the 20s
below zero. The most significant
impact from the storm was felt by
Sunday-morning travelers. Road
erews noted the strong winds and
freezing conditions made treat-
ment of the roads challenging
to impossible. Services at some
churches were canceled or at-
tended remotel

Within days, a dramatic shift

é
£
e

turned into
wealt January thaw with rain,

r0. This caused a layer of

ice jams, and 40-degree tempera-
tures. Hardwick avoided signifi-
cant flooding this year, but minor
flooding occurred along Woleott
Street as a result of short-dura-
tion event. The proactive remov-
al of ice from the riverbed and
bursts of moderate snow set the

theme for February.
winter  transitioned _to
spring, it didn't stop another
heavy snow event from making
substantial impacts. This time
wet and dense, nearly two feet
See WEATHER, 6

New Year Kicks Off with Hearing

by June Pichel Cook

CRAFTSBURY — The select
board will kick off the new year

for its first meeting on Jantary
7, 2020 Alﬂmngh ihe plan v
presente epted
£y T basd,  public heming on
the plan has to be held before fi-
nal adoption.

Town, Enlinced Encrgy

Plan Ccuminates sveral
by the Pl nmngCumnnssmn
Tnder i eadenship of éhair Far-

ley Brown. It pr muu ety
sia of resources, needs, coats, an
roblem: il

ey
Yithin e region. The lan 1o ot
2 poley statement on elfient e
and conservation of energy, and on

Reminder to

e Readers
azette does not pubhsh
a

the development and siting of re-
newable energy sources.

The energy plan provides an
avornao fo mnicipaliion fo have
‘more input into siting of commer-
cial energy generation  systems,
as called for under the Act 174,
which wars passed in 2016

Municipalities that have sm en-
ergy plan approved by the North-
eastorn Vermont Development
Association (NVDA) and the state
are given more influence in the
siting of wind, solar and hydro-
electric energy generating facili-
ties within their boundaries. The
statute calls for municipalities to
be shown “due deference,” giving

towns more nflnence on_siting
decisions than was granted under
the previous “due consideration.”

The commission created a map
outlining three arcas with prime
solar potential, areas with pos-
sible constraints, and areas of

ipal energy policies is to
promote renewable energy devel-
opment and energy generating fa-
cilities while lini

ek health, safety,
Currently, the Public
Utility Commission regulates sncl
systems (energy generation and

ot which e cxanpt
ed from local Land-use regulations,
Systoms may mhude netome.
tered projects, distributed ener-
gy installations, commercial and

See HEARING, 4
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Board Discusses
Local Control
of Cannabis

ke a motion that

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK — The final se-
lect board meeting of 2019 lasted
two-and-a-half hours as the town
worked to close out the year. A
major topic of discussion was the
legislature’s expected Taxed and
Regulated Market for Marijuana,
which some expect to be_one of
the first topics taken up in Jan-
nary. The discussion focused on
how mneh local control will be
granted over a future retail mar-

Resolution
brought before the town came
from the Vermont_League of
Cities and Towns (VLCT). The
VLCT wants its member towns
to siress the importance of local
control should any legislation be
passed, which is not related to
supporting a taxed and regulated
market. The concerns the VLCT
expressed were that the as draft-
ed, the “act related fo the regula-
tion of cannabis” (5.54) is slated
1o be fully controlled by the State,
with little-to-no revenue going to
the Towns. The proposed State
bill does not. allow a Local Op-
tion tax. In essence, the State is
modeling the proposed legislation
after the Department of Liquor
Control (DLC). Hardwick Town
has no say over approving the
802 Spirits store at Tops because
itis state-licensed and state-con-
trolled, and its revenue streams
primarily go fo the State.

The VLCT wanted the select

$1.00
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Police Chief Aaron Cochran, who
loes not support a taxed-and-reg-
ulated market without significant
provisions for lavw enforcement,

aid to him it sounded like the

Proposed logisltion. wonld work
similarly to traffic tickets, where
sometimes the state gets all the
‘money and the town gets nothing.
The motion carried unanimously.
The board expressed a desire to
hear from both Sen. Joe Benning
(R-Caledonia) of Lyndon and Rep.
Chip Troiano (D-Caledonia-2) of
Stannard abont where the legisla-
tion stands.

Chief Fadden had a request for
a bond Item for Town Meeting of
$275,000 to replace “one of our
antiques.” He described the fire

See CANNABIS, 5

Making Steady
Progress on Economic
Development Goals

YEAR
In REVIEW

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK — 2019 was a year
that saw Hardwick make steady
progress in its ecouomic de»elo -
ment goals. Hardwic] pyte
loved public servant in dhpawher
Lisa Fecteau in February, and the
town said farewell to her with full
police honors.

Hardwick also hired  new town
manager, Shaun Fielder. Oni-
going town manager Jon Jewelt
began working as a special proj-

ot manager at the Center for an
Agrcultural Econom,contimning
is focus on the Yellow

Ficlder pioked np whore Jew-
ett left off on the town's work on
the Yellow Bar, securing grants
throughout Despite

ong shtdown of the federdl gov-
PR delayed many

aspects of the project, work con-
tinued. Much of its funding goals
were in 2019 and Cabot

it property,sigualing the
start of a new
Concurrently, Hardwick began

e «
u.muglmm 2019, the town used
arioty of funding sources to
Siart. work on the fois sertions
e IVRT in Hardwick The
LVRT will pass directly by the
Yellow Barn, which the town be-
lieves, will serve to benefit both
the Yellow Barn and the LVRT,
and Hardwick itself should sec
snbatantial benefia i the inmpact
e LVRT is anything like it
P been i cther

The Act 46 report from the state
Board of Education surprised ev-
eryone with a mandated admin-

isirative merger of
See HARDWICK, 5

The HES Holiday Carolers paid an Activity Day vist to the Gazetts
et Fronerowr Fmma Slyton, Shio Aen, Kennidee Gou
nond, Zedekiah Cloutier, Eloise Foster,

courtesy photo
offices and sang a spirted seasonal song for the
uin. Second row. Eowyn Ludwi
Madelyn Brochy, Ethan Ganr

jwig, Marina Smith, Jackson
i, Chioe Cloutier

Bk row Tt vt oo Stephanie Appleton, Music Teacher Jeffiey Roed, Thomes Patrick
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