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HARDWICK – Vermonters are 
dealing with the effects of the eco-
nomic shutdown – and the uncer-
tainty of how long it will last. Gov. 
Phil Scott said last week in a press 
conference that things might not 
get going again for months. In 
contrast, President Trump has 
said he hopes the economy starts 
taking steps to open up again in 
April. Either way, local residents 
are adapting here and now. Out-
side the Tops Market, some NEK 
folks shared some thoughts on 
how it’s going.

“We’re doing the best that we 
can,” said Peggy Burbank, of 
Wolcott, who works for the gov-
ernment. “We’re trying to keep in 
touch with our clients and serving 
the families that we work with. 
So yeah, it’s a struggle, but we’re 
making it go.” She noted that she 
deals with some people who are 
handling the stress pretty well 
and others who are quite worried.

Dale Manning, of East Hard-
wick, works for the Capitol Police 
in Montpelier. During normal 
times, he’d be in the halls of the 
statehouse chatting with resi-

HARDWICK – The Hardwick 
Area Health Center is still open 
and will remain open, though 
some operating procedures have 
changed. In an interview Mon-
day, CEO of Northern Counties 
Health Care Michael Costa, and 
Dr. Sara Morgan, of the Hardwick 
Area Health Center, outlined 
the health center’s response to 
COVID-19.

Costa said that the health cen-
ter remains open for face-to-face 
visits with patients where such 
care is necessary, but that wher-
ever possible they have moved 
meetings to secure online video 
chats and phone conversations. 
“It is almost like we have turned 
things inside out with our switch 

MONTPELIER – Temporary 
changes to the Open Meeting Law 
were enacted by the legislature 
recently to free municipal bod-
ies to meet and conduct business 
without the strict requirements 
the law has on public attendance 
at meetings. The changes to the 
current law are meant to address 
the stress municipalities have 
been put under by the COVID-19 

with the public’s right to partic-
ipate in what municipalities are 
doing.

The changes consider telecon-
ferencing a valid way of meeting 
when the public is able to partici-
pating in the teleconference. The 

HARDWICK – As the state en-
courages social distancing and 
passes new measures to slow 
the spread of COVID-19, some 
residents have a new concern: 
summer residents from much 

second homes in Vermont. Hard-
wick Electric said there was an 
increase in summer homes’ elec-
tricity being turned back on ear-
lier than normal.

One resident said, “It’s getting 
bad up in Greensboro.” At the 
same time, many Vermonters who 
were away at school have had to 
come home as their schools closed 
and others have cut out-of-state 
vacations short. On Monday, Gov. 
Phil Scott issued a mandatory 14-
day quarantine for anyone com-
ing in from out-of-state.

Some returnees and out-of-
state nonresidents are not quar-
antining themselves, according 
to some residents, especially at 
camps around Greensboro.

Tourism is a vital source of 
revenue for Northeast Kingdom 

HARDWICK – Governor Phil 
Scott has issued a new executive 
order directing schools “to remain 
dismissed through the end of the 
2019-2020 school year… Districts 
will close schools for in-person in-
struction.” The new order extends 
an order temporarily closing 
schools that he issued March 15. 
Of the previous order, Gov. Scott 
said, “While we hoped this would 
be enough, that has not proven to 
be the case.”

The new order leaves many of 
the details up to schools and su-

-
selves at a time when there’s no 
road map available,” said Gov. 
Scott. He acknowledged the “in-

said it was “sad” but necessary 
because “the sobering reality is: 
before too long, each of us will 
know someone who has lost their 
life from this virus. That’s why we 

CRAFTSBURY – The select 
board hopes to have its next 
meeting on April 7 set up on Zoom 
and to keep the town business 
open and running. Chair Bruce 
Urie said the town is pursuing a 
set-up before the next meeting. 
“I’m learning, how to use it,” Urie 

“Basically,” he noted, “we are 
trying to be respectful of each 
others’ space and doing the town’s 
business in a whole new way. We 

-
dividually to issue some licenses 
and weight permits.”

Town Clerk Yvette Brown, who 
recently returned from Flori-
da, is in a two-week self-quar-
antine. Assistant Town Clerk 

two days for mail and answering 
calls. Assistant Michelle Warren 
is there on alternate days and 

dents and lawmakers. He said 
most of the work is done from 

have an emergency operations 
center set up,” he said.“I actual-
ly have not seen a lot of people 
when I’ve been going to work. 
The streets are bare and I very 
rarely run into people.”

Timothy Edgar, of Wolcott, was 
already largely living off the grid 
before the virus showed up. He 
said more than ever he sees the 
importance of growing your food 
and having as little dependency 
on the store shelves as possible. 
“I’m working from home. I drive 
very infrequently,” he added. He 
said he’s largely avoided all the 
media. “I don’t follow the news. 
I just know that things are clos-

down,” he said. “There are a lot of 
people from the south, cities like 
New York City and Boston, that 
are leaving and coming up, I’ve 
heard.”

Barb Keene, of East Hardwick, 
said she sees people coming to-
gether. “We’re doing quite well,” 
she said. While the restaurants 
and many public gatherings are must come together and support 

each other to get through this.”
OSSU Superintendent Adam 

Rosenberg said the order did not 
come as much of a surprise. “We 

had been issued, that the closure 
would be extended at least to the 
15th. However, we anticipated an 
additional extension. Regardless, 
this extension hit all of us hard, 
given the implications. That’s not 
to say that we don’t understand 
the need in order to reduce the 
spread of the virus.”

Rosenberg added that OSSU 
is putting together an extended 
learning plan as Gov. Scott di-
rected and said, “We’ve gotten 
a good head start on our model, 
but we’re looking at ways to col-
lect feedback from students and 
parents in order to adjust as nec-
essary.” He said at this time no 
layoffs were planned and said, “I 
have been encouraging folks to 

to virtual visits,” Morgan said, 
“rather than encouraging people 
to come in, we are encouraging 
them to stay home and get set up 
with Zoom. It turns out we can do 
a lot of primary care that way.”

Morgan explained that the 
health center is screening people 
for fever or respiratory symptoms 
by phone and at the front door. If 
symptoms are found, the patient 
will either be evaluated further 
outside or referred to a different 

clinic in St. Johnsbury. “We will 
see people at our health center 
with respiratory symptoms,” 
Morgan said, “but only if they 
can’t get to our respiratory care 
clinic in St. Johnsbury, and don’t 
need to be going directly to the 
hospital.”

Costa then continued, “North-
ern Counties is really trying to 
limit face-to-face visits to when 
it is absolutely essential, to make 

towns, and some residents so not 
want to create a negative or un-
friendly perception. Others are 
blunter. In a WCAX interview, 
U.S. Sen. Patrick Leahy said, “I 
wish people would stay away.” 
The Greensboro Emergency Re-
sponse Team issued a statement 
for those returning to town, 
pleading, “if you have recently 
returned to the area from else-
where or have come here from 
elsewhere, please self-quarantine 
for 14 days and utilize the sup-
port of the community to do so.”

Gov. Scott’s new order acknowl-
edged that COVID-19 “threatens 
to overwhelm the State’s ability 
to respond.”

The Northeast Kingdom has 
much less medical capacity than 
most of Vermont. Four hospitals 
serve the three-county popula-
tion of about 65,000 with under 
200 beds total, according to state 
data. Half of its residential popu-
lation is in the age group that is 
most susceptible to COVID-19.

The summer visitor population 
is, in some cases, more than the 
some towns’ year-round popula-
tion. Beyond the critical impor-
tance visitors’ second homes have 
to town tax rolls, local businesses 
depend on the summer surge of 
tourists. Leahy said this neces-
sary response is “going to hurt 
our businesses that rely on it, but 
we have to do it. I’ll try to make 
up the money to help these small 
businesses.”

law enacting the changes clearly 
states that this is only temporary 
and only for the duration of the 
COVID-19 crisis.

Some towns, such as Calais, 
have met under the prior require-
ments of having a space where 
the public can go and participate 
by telephone that calls in to the 
meeting and can hear and speak 
remotely to the  board members. 
The suspended requirements 
that a board member or staff be 
present did not completely isolate 
the board members from the pub-
lic. Calais uses the online meet-
ing service Zoom to allow meeting 
participation by both the mem-
bers and public.

body meetings because it closed 

Brown is working from home.
The town garage is closed to 

visitors, Urie said. An emergen-
cy repair on Wild Branch Road 
was needed over the weekend as 
water swirled beyond the riprap 
laid down earlier, Urie said. The 
road crew has been grading some 
roads.  “It’s a weird, weird world 
we’re in now,” he noted.

The town website has eight 
links to the Center for Disease 
Control with COVID-19 updates 
and updated list of resources.

The Thompson Family Farm, 
Craftsbury General Store, Pete’s 
Greens and  CVillage Store joined 
forces to donate food each Thurs-
day to residents of Craftsbury and 
Albany who have COVID-19-re-

The businesses are donating 
vegetables, hamburger and sta-

round out their offerings with 

HARDWICK – The Hardwick 
Gazette is exploring options to 
continue operations in the face of 
the economic disruption brought 
on by the COVID-19 outbreak. 
The newspaper plans to contin-
ue producing its print and digital 
versions for now, but will review 
that decision week by week. Op-
tions range from business as usu-
al to suspending the print version 
for the duration of the crisis to 
shutting down the paper.

One threat is a drop in adver-
tising revenues as local mer-
chants cut expenditures to ride 
out as the economic turmoil 
brought about by the coronavirus 
outbreak. Declining newsstand 
sales may also pose a threat as 
retail outlets close in response to 
the governor’s pandemic contain-
ment orders and readers follow 
guidelines for self-isolation. A 
sustained decline in revenues will 
force the paper to adapt.

The Gazette is not alone among 
small Vermont newspapers. Ac-
cording to Seven Days, the Wa-

terbury Record published its last 
edition last week and “three Chit-
tenden County weeklies –  the 
Milton Independent, Essex Re-
porter and Colchester Sun – an-
nounced Tuesday that they will 
cease publishing print editions 

will continue reporting local news 
online.”

If the Gazette suspends distri-
bution of its print edition, it will 
distribute its electronic version to 
current subscribers. Those who 
receive only the printed version of 
the paper in the mail are urged to 
register for the digital version at 
hardwickgazette.com. Subscrib-
ers can contact the Gazette with 
questions and for troubleshooting 
support. The electronic version 
arrives via email early Wednes-
day mornings and can be viewed 
on computers, tablets and smart 
phones. 

If the print edition is suspend-
ed, the plan would be to resume 
distribution of its paper version 
once the economic situation sta-
bilizes, though that is not as-
sured. The paper has lost mon-

ey for several years. It is in the 
process of applying to become a  

-
ute – to solicit tax-deductible 
donations in hopes of strength-

continuing to serve Hardwick 
and surrounding communities. 
Historically, the IRS has not 

-
papers, but seemingly changed 
its policy late last year when it 
approved an application by the 

-
acy newspaper to be granted 

editor has spoken with the ed-
itor of the Salt Lake Tribune to 
learn the details of that paper’s 
IRS application and is pursuing 
a similar approach. The timing 
and outcome of an application for 

closed to the public, but continues 
to operate. Staff can be reached 

-
wickgazette.com. Advertising 

-
wickgazette.com.

the two municipal buildings, the 

and Opera House, to everyone 
– leaving no place to meet pub-
licly. Select board meetings are 
suspended untilApril, when the 
board’s action will be reconsid-
ered.

Schools are closed to the public 
-

perintendent Mark Tucker said 
if there are board meetings, the 
public will be admitted.

Secretary of State Jim Condos 
has released information on the 
new, temporary statute provi-
sions. Section 5 states: “It is the 
intent of the General Assem-
bly that during the continued 
spread of coronavirus disease 


