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WOLCOTT – At its April 19 regular meet-
ing, the Wolcott Select Board discussed the 
status of grants, spending American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) funds on broadband, and steps 
to stop financial losses at the transfer station.

To introduce the first topic for board 
discussion, Sal Morales, planner with Lam-

photo by Vanessa Fournier
Grace Cloutier (left) and her sister, Chloe Cloutier 
(right) sing “Gary Come Home” from the Sponge-
bob movie during Coffeehouse entertainment held 
at Hazen Union, April 19. The event was organized 
by the music department.

photo by Vanessa Fournier
Roadside litter like this, off Route 15 East in Hardwick, will receive attention 
on Green Up Day, May 6. Green Up bags may be picked up at Hazen Union 
School, Hardwick Elementary School or the Hardwick Town offices. For more 
information, contact Jason Bahner, Hardwick Recreation Coordinator at (802) 
272-3137. Roadside trash bags may be dropped off May 6 at the Hardwick 
Town Garage from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

photo by Hal Gray
The Earth Flag at the Greensboro United Church 
of Christ has come to represent Earth Day, April 
22, of each year to demonstrate support for envi-
ronmental protection. Earth Day has become the 
world’s largest environmental movement. Related 
events include a wide range of activities including 
neighborhood clean-up such as “Green Up Vermont” 
being held May 6.

by Gazette Staff

HARDWICK – At its April 
20 regular meeting, the Hardwick 
Select Board discussed Rail Trail 
infrastructure, plans to dispose of 
treatment plant sludge, and a pro-
posed electricity rate increase.

The town manager report, 
given by David Upson, updated the 
board about several items. VHB, 
an engineering and technology 
company with two locations in Ver-
mont, will be working on a feasibil-
ity and scoping study for Northeast 
Kingdom towns along the Lamoille 
Valley Rail Trail (LVRT). The 
study will identify suitable loca-
tions for LVRT trailheads. Upson 
also reported that the town is eli-
gible for a $105,000 loan from the 

Board Clarifies Status 
of Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Sludge

State of Vermont, with $102,000 
forgiveness, for a lead and copper 
inventory project. Finally, Upson 
reported that the preliminary lab 
results on the wastewater treat-
ment plant sludge were received 
and forwarded to two landfill op-
erators. If the lab results meet the 
landfill requirements, the town 
will work toward an agreement 
for sludge disposal. Also, dewater-
ing of Lagoon No. 1 is scheduled 
to start in mid-May and continue 
through early June. 

Town Manager Upson also 
presented the road foreman report.  
All the dirt roads in town have 
been graded recently, and town-
owned lawns, including some of 
the cemeteries, have been cleaned 

Board Raises Transfer Station 
Prices to Stem Losses

oille County Planning Commission (LCPC), 
presented the board with an update on the 
Municipal Planning Grant application that 
LCPC submitted on behalf of the Town of 
Wolcott last December. The grant funds a site 
feasibility study to be conducted on the old 
School House. The total amount of the grant 
is $20,075. The amount awarded is $18,067, 
which would require a match from the town 
of $2,008. The study would address external 
services for the building. If the board wants 
to move forward, then LCPC will put out a 
Request for Proposal (RFP) for a consultant 
to perform the work. In the event that all bids 
received exceeded the total amount of the 
grant, the board could consider other funding 
sources, or could pull back the proposal and 
redo it. The work would need to be performed 
by January. The board voted to spend $2,008 
of ARPA funds for the grant match.

The next presentation was on a Health 
Equity and Community Design Technical As-
sistance pilot program. Meghan Rodier, Plan-
ner with LCPC, reported that she has been 
discussing the pilot program with the Wolcott 
Planning Commission. The program is offered 
through the Vermont Department of Health 
and the Vermont Department of Housing and 
Community Development. The program would 
provide technical assistance to a few towns to 
work on healthy community design and equity 
projects. The planning commission is in favor 
of pursuing the opportunity. The board voted to 
approve LCPC moving forward with the appli-
cation for participation in the pilot program.

Gazette Receives 
$25,000 Grant
by Gazette Staff

HARDWICK – The Hardwick Gazette has 
been named the recipient of a $25,000 grant 
from the Vermont Arts Council.

The grant is part of a program designed 
to help organizations and businesses that “con-
tinue to struggle financially due to the impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.” According to the pro-
gram’s guidelines, the grant money can be used 
for “any regular operating expenses, including 
but not limited to payroll and benefits, utilities, 
rent, and insurance.”

The Gazette has been struggling 

See GRANT, 4
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Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sat. & Sun. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
802-533-2621 • toll-free 855-533-2621

The Willey's Store   Greensboro
Since 1900

• Full-service grocery & hardware • Clothing
• Housewares • Hunting & Fishing • Coffee Bar

• Beer & Wine • Toys • Gifts

"If we don't have 
it, then you 

probably don't 
need it."

Chi-Chi's
Tortillas
2/$5 16-17 oz.

Classico
Pasta Sauce

2/$5 15-24 oz. 

Kellogg's
Pop Tarts
2/$5 13.5 oz.

Nabisco
Fig Newtons

$3.49 10 oz.

Planters Dry 
Roasted Peanuts

2/$5 16 oz. 

Old El Paso 
Refried Beans

2/$3 16 oz. 

Keebler Town House 
or Club Crackers
2/$5 13.7-13.8 oz.

Coffee Mate
Creamer
$1.99 16 oz.

G.M.
Cheerios

$3.99 12-15.4 oz.

Tide Liquid 
Laundry Detergent

$8.99 46 oz.

Hood
Sour Cream

2/$4 16 oz.

Rotel Diced
Tomatoes
4/$5 10 oz.

Stonyfield
Smoothies
3/$5 10 oz.

Cascade Dishwasher 
Action Pacs

$5.49 14-25 ct.

Pepperidge Farm 
Frozen Cakes
$3.49 19-19.6 oz.

Klondike 
Ice Cream Bars

$4.29  27 oz. 

May 3 - May 9

Pictsweet Frozen 
Vegetables
 $1.99 9-14 oz.

Hot Pocket 
Sandwiches

2/$5 9 oz.

Bounty 6 Dou. 
Roll Paper Towels

$12.99 264 s.f. 

Simply Done Paper 
Plates or Bowls
$2.99 24-45 ct.

Charmin 9 Mega Roll 
Bathroom Tissue
$12.99 237 s.f. 

Check out our Craft 
Beers. Now carrying 

Foam Brewers

Select Styles of Footwear 
on Sale

Up to 50% Off

Losses
Continued From Page One

Next, Andrew Ross, 

Wolcott’s representative on 

the Lamoille County FiberNet 

(LCFN) Communications 

Union District (CUD), and Lisa 

Birmingham, LCFN’s executive 

director, outlined an opportunity 

for Wolcott to contribute funds 

towards broadband expansion 

in town with a one-to-one match 

from the Vermont Community 

Broadband Board (VCBB). Of the 

138 LCFN addresses in town, 122 

have been identified as unserved 

or underserved. The board previ-

ously approved ARPA funds for 

the NEK CUD. LCFN is seeking 

a $15,000 contribution. The 

board voted to provide $15,000 

of ARPA funds to LCFN for the 

Wolcott town match. 

The board then discussed 

the 2023 Local Emergency 

Management Plan, and then 

voted to approve it.

The board also voted to 

approve a driveway permit on 

Baldwin Brook Road.

In the project manager 

report, board vice-chair Kurt 

Klein reported that it appears 

that Lamoille Kennels will 

continue to operate, but under 

new ownership. Klein also 

reported that work continues 

on Phase 2 of improvements to 

the town’s website, and that 

ownership of property at 74 

School Street has been trans-

ferred to the individual who had 

purchased it at tax sale.

Additional updates included 

that LCPC is working on securing 

funding for a Phase 2 Brownfield 

study on land owned by Cham-

plain Oil, and Wolcott submitted 

a request to share in the 

nation-wide opioid settlement. 

Rob Moore, from LCPC, will 

guide the town in moving forward 

with the Grants in Aid work on 

road segments, and Klein and 

board chair Linda Martin were 

part of a tour of state-owned land 

between the gazebo and the rail 

trail to consider its suitability as 

a parking area for snowmobile 

trailers. It was determined the 

area is too wet. Land by the ball 

fields would be a better location 

for such a parking area. Signage 

will be required.

Green Up Day is Saturday, 

May 6, and is again being orga-

nized by the litter committee. 

Bags are available at the town 

office. Bags will also be available 

on May 6 at the gazebo across 

the parking lot from the library 

and town office. Chili will be 

served to volunteers at no charge 

between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. The 

litter committee purchased new 

“Don’t Trash Wolcott” signs that 

are being posted around town.

The highway department 

has been grading and laying 

gravel. Klein has received calls 

expressing gratitude for the 

work the highway department 

has been doing during this year’s 

mud season. The road crew has 

started brush clearing along the 

roadsides to improve the line of 

sight.

The board then returned 

to the topic of transfer station 

trash prices. The board continues 

to look for cost-saving measures 

to get the transfer station back 

operating in the black. The 

special cardboard container was 

discontinued to eliminate the 

added expense. Increased costs 

for fuel and transportation neces-

sitate an increase in trash bag 

prices. In the discussion, it was 

reported that All Metals charges 

a dollar more for trash bags than 

does Wolcott. They also charge 

more for recycling. The board 

voted to raise trash bag prices 

by $1 to $4 for a 15-gallon bag, 

$6 for a 30-gallon bag, and $8 for 

a 45-gallon bag, effective May 

6. Recycling remains $1 for a 

15-gallon tote.

The board then voted to 

appoint Bradley Horstman to the 

vacant position on the cemetery 

commission, and to appoint 

Deborah Klein to fill the vacancy 

on the development review board 

and planning commission created 

by the resignation of Chad Roy.

Next, board chair Linda 

Martin stated that the select 

board needs to appoint officers 

for 2023. She read the names 

of those interested: Animal 

Control Officer: Dean Mercier, 

Road Foreman: Dillan Cafferky, 

Tree Warden: Mike Green, 

Lamoille County Planning 

Commission Director: Maxfield 

English, Transportation Advisory 

Committee (TAC): Linda Martin, 

TAC Alternate: Kurt Klein, Board 

of Supervisor, LRSWMD: Phillip 

Wilson, Emergency Manager: 

Steve Princ.

Also named were: Assistant 

Emergency Manager: Elliot 

Bjerke, Energy Coordinator: 

Kee Gillen, Green Up Vermont 

Committee: Litter Committee, 

NEK CUD representative: Bruce 

Wheeler, LCFN CUD represen-

tative: Andrew Ross, Wolcott 

Planning Commission: Jim 

Robert, Zoning Administrator 

for 2024: Tom Martin. The board 

voted to appoint the candidates on 

the list. Other officer positions will 

be addressed at the end of June. 
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AWARE Report
HARDWICK – AWARE served 

20 people from March 26 through 
April 2. AWARE is a nonprofit orga-
nization, established in 1984, ded-
icated to resolving the causes and 

effects of domestic violence and 
sexual assault in the greater Hard-
wick area.

 The 24-hour hotline is 
802-472-6463.

Hardwick Police
Motor Vehicle Crash, Failure to Comply

Orleans County Sheriff 
Motor Vehicle Crash

On March 24, at approximately 
3:40 p.m., Deputy Justin Lindor with 
Orleans County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment responded to a single motor 
vehicle crash with injury. The opera-
tor was identified as Brooke Marsh, 

of Greensboro, who exhibited signs 
of impairment. In conclusion of the 
investigation, Marsh received a cita-
tion to appear at Vermont Superior 
Court Orleans Criminal Division on 
May 30, at 11 a.m.

Vermont State Police 
Criminal DLS, Drugs

Lieutenant Mark Bickford 
and Officer Jasmine Hendry were 
dispatched to 85 U.S. Rte. 2 W at 
Maplefields for a report that two 
individuals were slumped over in 
a car. The driver was later identi-
fied by Vermont Driver ID as Dana 
Patten.

Dispatch advised that Pat-
ten was Criminal DLS. Patten 
was asked to step out of the vehi-
cle. Upon search incident to arrest 
Patten stated, “You’re going to find 
some stuff in this pocket.” I asked 
if it was going to be the right front 
pocket and Patten stated, “Yeah.” 
I asked Patten if it was parapher-
nalia or drugs. He stated, “Drugs.” 
When searching Patten’s right front 

pocket Officer Hendry pulled out 
five bundles of white wax bags held 
together by a rubber band. In Pat-
ten’s left front pocket Officer Hend-
ry pulled out three more bundles 
of white wax bags rubber banded 
together along with a wad of cash 
later counted to be $828.92 in large 
bills. The total number of wax bags 
seized was 80 bags measuring ap-
proximately 1.66 grams. At the of-
fice the substance in the white wax 
bags tested positive for Fentanyl. 
Patten was brought to the police de-
partment where he was fingerprint-
ed, photographed and cited. Patten 
will face arraignment in this mat-
ter on June 5, at 8:30 a.m., in Cale-
donia Superior Court.

On Wednesday, April 19 at 8:04 
a.m., Hardwick Police, Fire Depart-
ment and Rescue Squad responded 
to a single vehicle crash on The Lane 
Road in the Village of Hardwick. 
Pauline Parkhurst of Hardwick was 
identified as the operator of the 2017 
black Ford Fiesta. The investigation 
showed Parkhurst was traveling 
southwest on The Lane Road when 
she mistakenly applied the acceler-
ator instead of the brake. The vehi-
cle was then abruptly steered north-
bound when it went over a steep em-
bankment, flipped over and land-
ed on its roof. Parkhurst sustained 
major injuries and was transported 
to Copley Hospital by Hardwick Res-
cue Squad. There were no other oc-
cupants in the vehicle. The crash is 
still under investigation.

On April 25 Robert Roya, of 
Wheelock, was arrested on Con-
tempt of Violation of Conditions of 
Release for an incident that occurred 
on April 4 in Hardwick. Roya failed 
to report to law enforcement that 
an individual in his custody was vi-
olating their conditions of release. 
He was cited to appear in Lamoille 
County Superior Court on May 10, 
at 12:30 p.m.

On April 25 Danielle Lowe, of 
Wheelock, was arrested for Violation 
of Conditions of Release and Operat-
ing with a Criminally Suspended Li-
cense for an incident that occurred on 
April 11 in Hardwick. She was cited 
to appear in Lamoille County Supe-
rior Court on May 10, at 12:30 p.m.

On April 19 Officer Force of 
the Hardwick Police Department 

conducted a motor vehicle stop on a 
vehicle he believed had a fictitious 
temporary registration plate dis-
played. Operator Alex Maldonado, of 
Greensboro Bend, was arrested on 
an in-state warrant for failing to ap-
pear out of Windsor County and op-
erating with a criminally suspended 
license. Maldonado was issued a ci-
tation to appear in Caledonia Supe-
rior Court on June 12, at 8:30 a.m.

On April 24 Jacob Williams, of 
Hardwick, was arrested for failing 
to comply with the Vermont Sex Of-
fender Registry. He was released on 
a citation to appear in Caledonia Su-
perior Court on June 12, at 8:30 a.m.

On April 28 Officer Force at-
tempted to conduct a motor vehicle 
stop for speed and no registration 
on Wolcott Street. Operator Steven 
Seaman, of Bethlehem, N.H., accel-
erated, attempted to elude and was 
followed onto McAllister Farm Road 
where the vehicle was located stuck 
in the mud. He was released on a ci-
tation to appear in Caledonia Supe-
rior Court on June 12, at 8:30 a.m.

On April 28 Officer Force re-
sponded to a 911 call reporting a 
motor vehicle accident on Vt. Rte 
16 Northbound. The initial inves-
tigation showed that the opera-
tor, James McIntyre of Greensboro, 
went around a corner into the oppo-
site lane of travel and over-steered 
to the right trying to correct the ve-
hicle sending the vehicle into a skid. 
The vehicle rolled approximately 
two to three times before coming to 
rest in the ditch. The operator suf-
fered minor injuries.

Sludge
Continued From Page One
up. The road crew has also done 
street sweeping and fixed various 
mud spots.

The Hardwick Police Depart-
ment (HPD) report was given by 
Police Chief Mike Henry. Henry re-
ported that the radio repeater is 
down again. HPD has been working 
with Burlington Communications 
to resolve this issue. HPD has bor-
rowed another repeater and will use 
it for a few months to see what the 
issue might be. A new repeater 
costs $19,000. Henry has also been 
working with the Vermont League 
of Cities and Towns on the traffic 
ordinance.

The Hardwick Electric De-
partment (HED) was given by HED 
Commissioner Vince O’Connell, who 
reported that HED is still work-
ing with the Public Utility Commis-
sion (PUC) on the potential rate in-
crease. A decision will be made soon. 
He also reported that the Wolcott 
Hydro is 61% over budget and pro-
ducing about 13% of HED’s ener-
gy. HED is currently 1% over bud-
get in both revenue and expenses. 
O’Connell also reported that an EV 
charging station will be installed at 
the HED main office on North Main 
Street within the next six weeks.

The board then voted to ap-
prove pending alcohol and tobacco li-
censes, and approved the Hardwick 
Energy Committee Policy.

The next topic was a discussion 
about using some of the town’s fund 
balance to reduce the amount of the 
gravel pit bond. The business man-
ager presented two scenarios: under 
the first, the town would borrow 
$400,000 towards the purchase price 
of the pit, and under the second the 

town would borrow the full amount, 
which is $500,000. The difference 
between the two scenarios is rough-
ly $40,000 in interest over 20 years. 
After an initial discussion, the board 
decided to review the issue further 
at its next meeting.

The board also reviewed the 

planning commission recommenda-

tions for the LVRT Loop trail. The 

planning commission provided rec-

ommendations to connect the LVRT 

connector loop. The board decided to 

move forward with the commission’s 

recommendations once paving on 

North Main Street is complete.

Under select board reports, 

board chair Eric Remick reported 

that the Yellow Barn accelerator proj-

ect is moving forward, and contrac-

tors will be able to break ground once 

a pending contract closes on May 4. 

Board Vice-chair Ceilidh Gallo-

way-Kane reported that the Peace 

and Justice center will have a panel 

discussion on May 16 at the Memori-

al Building. The topic is about June-

teenth. There will be dinner starting 

at 5:30 p.m., with discussion to fol-

low. The public is welcome to attend.

Galloway-Kane also reported 

that the conservation commission 

will be holding a kickoff meeting on 

May 17 at the Memorial Building 

and the public is welcome to come.

Board member Elizabeth Dow 

reported that on May 15 the Hard-

wick Historical Society (HHS) will 

be holding its annual meeting at 7 

p.m. at the Hardwick Town House. 

After a short business meeting, the 

HHS will present “Of Wheelmen, 

The New Woman, and Good Roads 

bicycling in Vermont 1880-1920.” 

For more information visit hard-

wickvthistory.org/.
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WEEKEND SERVICES
Hardwick
UNITED CHURCH OF HARDWICK. 216 South Main 
Street.  802-472-6800 for information. Sunday Service, 
10 a.m. In person, Zoom or Livestreaming. Communion 
Service first Sunday of month. Rev. Dr. Evelyn Lavelli, 
pastor (parsonage 472-6353). Jean Hackett, Music 
Director. We are an Open and Affirming Congregation. 
All are welcome. Masks optional.   
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 
39 W. Church St., 802-472-5979.  Office hours Wed. 
9:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. All invited; all welcome. Sunday 10 
a.m. Rite II Service with music. Coffee hour immediately 
following service. 
ST. NORBERT CHURCH, a part of Mary Queen of 
All Saints Parish, S. Main St., PO Box 496, Hardwick, VT 
05843; mary  _queenofallsaints@comcast.net; 802-472-
5544. Office Hours: Thurs. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday Vigil 
Mass - 4:00 p.m. and Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Confessions 
before Masses. 
HARDWICK BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH, 296 S. 
Main St. Sunday Services: 9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and noon; 
Thursday 6:30 p.m. For transportation or information call 
802-472-5294.

East Hardwick
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, (NACCC). 
Worship led by Jim Casavant, Interim Pastor, 11:00 a.m. 
TOUCH OF GRACE ASSEMBLY OF GOD, corner 
of Rts. 15 and 16, E. Hardwick; Sunday a.m. worship, 
10 a.m. (incl. 11:20 a.m. children’s church); 9 a.m. 
adult Sunday School (Sept. thru June); Tues. evening 
Bible study (call to confirm); Wed. youth group, 5 p.m. 
dinner, 6 p.m. activity. Pastor Anthony Ford. Information: 
touchofgraceagvt@gmail.com

Greensboro
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, 165 Wilson St. 802-
533-2223, (Office hours: Tues. - Thurs. 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.) 
Weekly 10 a.m. Sunday Services. Also offered online. 
Communion Service first Sunday of the month. Rev. Dr. 
Ed Sunday-Winters, Pastor. Hal Parker, Music Director. 
Coffee hour following service. We are an Open & Affirming 
Congregation. All are welcome. Website: guccvt.org.    

Greensboro Bend
GREENSBORO BEND UNITED METH ODIST. 
Minister Kirk Thompson. Service of Worship and Praise 
10 a.m. Fellowship after service. Information: 802-533-
2637 or 802-533-2263. 

ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH, a part of Mary Queen of All 
Saints Parish, 802-472-5544. Mass - Sunday 10:30 a.m. 
Confessions before Mass. 

Craftsbury
THE UNITED CHURCH OF CRAFTSBURY; an 
Open and Affirming Congregation; Affiliated with the 
United Church of Christ. Sunday services at 10 a.m. 
Handicap accessible. No matter who you are or where 
you are on your spiritual journey, you are welcome. 
Church Phone: 802-586-8028. Information: www.
unitedchurchofcraftsbury.com. Find us on Facebook, or 
e-mail unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com.   
OUR LADY OF FATIMA ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, 
21 Creek Road, Craftsbury. Our Lady of Fatima is part of 
Mary Queen of All Saints Parish in Hardwick. Please call  
802-472-5544. email: Mary_queenofallsaints@comcast.
net. Christmas Eve Mass, Dec. 24, 6:30 p.m.
EAST CRAFTSBURY  PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 
1773 East Craftsbury Rd., Craftsbury, VT 05856. Sunday 
Service, 11 a.m. (Handicapped accessible.) Bible Study at 
10 a.m. Masks optional. Worship led by Rev. Dr. Lawrence 
Jones, Interim Pastor. Tel. 802-586-7707. Email: ecpcvt@
gmail.com. Website: www.eastcraftsburypresbyterian 
church.org.
 

Albany
ALBANY METHODIST CHURCH. Route 14, Albany, 
Vt. Rev. Nathan Strong 802-754-2790. “Join us in getting 
to know Jesus and the life He gives.” Sunday services: 10 
a.m. Worship and Sunday School.
 

Wolcott
WOLCOTT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, Route 
15,  will have worship Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. 
Information: 802-888-2248. 
THE HEALING STREAM CHURCH OF GOD, 
Pastor Peter LaBonnville, Wolcott Town Hall. Fellowship 
Service, Sunday 11 a.m. Everyone is welcome. Wheelchair 
accessible. Information: 802-635-9503.
THE WOLCOTT MENNONITE CHURCH, Rt. 15 
between Morrisville and Wolcott. Services every Sunday 
morning. Sunday School for all ages 9 a.m. Worship 
Service, 10 a.m. Evening services held on the second 
Sunday of each month, 7:30 p.m. Call for more information 
about other special services. Pastors: Marlin Wadel - 802-
888-5277. Stephen Groff - 802-888-9113.

JAQUITH PUBLIC LIBRARY, Old 
Schoolhouse Common, Marshfield, 
(802) 426-3581), jaquithpubliclibrary.
org, Tues. - Fri., 9 a.m. to noon and 
3 to 6 p.m., Sat. and Mon. 9 a.m. to 
noon, closed Sundays. Winter Sto-
rytime and Playgroup, Friday 10:30 
a.m., outdoors, dress for the weather.
WOODBURY COMMUNITY LI-
BRARY, Woodbury School (802) 
472-5710, woodburycommunityli-
brary.wordpress.com, Mon. and Wed. 
1 to 5 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
BROWN LIBRARY, Sterling Col-
lege, Craftsbury Common (802) 586-
7711),  sterlingcollege.edu/academ-
ics/brown-library, Monday to Friday, 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Open to the public.
CRAFTSBURY PUBLIC LIBRARY, 
Craftsbury Common (802) 586-9683,   
craftsburypubliclibrary.org, Mon. and 
Thurs. 2 to 6 p.m., Tues., Wed. and 
Fri. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m., storytime: Fri. 10 a.m. 
JEUDEVINE MEMORIAL LI-
BRARY, Hardwick (802) 472-5948, 
jeudevinememoriallibrary.org, Mon. 
and Wed. 1 to 6 p.m., Tues.,Thurs. 
and Fri. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sat. 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. 

CUTLER MEMORIAL PUBLIC 
 LIBRARY, Rte. 2, Plainfield (802) 
454-8504, cutlerlibrary.org, Tues., 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Wed. 3 to 6 p.m., 
Thurs., 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.,  Sat. 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m.
CABOT PUBLIC LIBRARY, (802) 
563-2721, cabotlibrary.com, Mon., 
3 to 6 p.m.; Tues., noon to  6 p.m., 
Wed., 2 to 6 p.m.; Thurs., 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m.; Sat. 9 a.m. to noon. 
MORRISTOWN CENTENNIAL LI-
BRARY (802) 888-3853), centennial-
library.org,  Tues. and Wed., 10 a.m. 
to 7:30 p.m.; Thurs. and Fri., 10 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m.; Sat. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
GREENSBORO FREE LIBRARY, 
Main Street, Greensboro, (802) 
533-2531,  greensborofreelibrary.
org, Mon. and Wed. closed;  Tues., 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Thur., 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m.; Fri., 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sat., 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Sun. 11:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. 
JOHN W. SIMPSON MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY, East Craftsbury (802) 
586-9692, jwsimpsonmemorial.
org. Wed. and Sat., 9 a.m. to noon; 
Thurs., 9 a.m. - noon and 2 - 6 p.m.; 
Sun., noon to 1 p.m.

 The Bookshelf

Grant
Continued From Page One
financially for many years. 
COVID-19 made the situation 
much worse. At the outset of the 
pandemic, the Gazette lost 90 
percent of its advertising revenues. 
These revenues have been slow to 
rebound.

Ray Small, editor and pub-
lisher of the Gazette, said: “The 
Vermont Arts Council grant is 
great news for the Gazette and 
the residents of the towns it cov-
ers. The Gazette is in the process 
of transitioning from a commercial 

photo by Vanessa Fournier
Cirque Us performers Justin Durham (left), Maeve Beck (center) and Tyler 
Jacobson (right) show their balance and coordination skills during their “One 
Man’s Trash” act held at the Highland Center for the Arts (HCA) April 20. HCA 
hosted the entertaining and educational six-person circus for some students 
from Hardwick Elementary, Lakeview Union, Woodbury Elementary, Craftsbury 
Elementary and area home schoolers in celebration of Earth Day.

enterprise to a nonprofit. The grant 
funds will help support this transi-
tion. It is my hope that some of the 
funds will allow us to implement 
our long-planned pilot program to 
bring back the print version of the 
Gazette.”

The economics of local news-
papers in the U.S. have been under 
siege for many years. According to 
research by Northwestern Univer-
sity professor Penny Abernathy, 
nearly 3,000 local newspapers have 
closed since 2004. More than 360 
U.S. newspapers closed between 
late 2019 and May 2022 alone.
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Gardening Helpline Open
BURLINGTON – The Univer-

sity of Vermont (UVM) Extension 
Master Gardener Helpline is now 
open to respond to gardening ques-
tions from across the state.

Gardeners who have ques-
tions about fruit and vegetable 
gardening, ornamental plantings, 
insect and disease identification, 
lawn care and backyard compost-
ing are invited to contact the help-
line, which is staffed by Exten-
sion Master Gardener volunteers.

To speak with a volunteer by 
phone, call the helpline at (802) 
656-5421 on Thursdays between 9 
a.m. and noon. The helpline phones 
are staffed during the gardening 
season until October 26.

For a faster response, ques-
tions also may be submitted online 
anytime throughout the year at 
go.uvm.edu/gardenquestion. You 
may include up to three clear pho-
tos, which will be helpful in diag-
nosing the issue.

Soil tests for home gardens 
are available through the UVM 

Agricultural and Environmental 
Testing Lab. For information, visit 
go.uvm.edu/soiltest. If you have 
follow-up questions about soil rec-
ommendations, please upload a 
copy of your soil test report with 
the helpline online form.

Commercial growers of vege-
tables, berries, tree fruit and relat-
ed crops should contact the UVM 
Extension Commercial Horticul-
ture Team at go.uvm.edu/hort for 
information and assistance.

Extension Master Gardener 
volunteers receive 16 weeks of sci-
ence-based horticulture training plus 
complete a 40-hour internship to be-
come certified. Last year, volunteers 
responded to more than 1,000 gar-
dening questions from Vermonters.

The helpline is a free pub-
lic service offered by UVM Exten-
sion’s Community Horticulture 
Program and supported by a grant 
from the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture National Institute of Food 
and Agriculture’s Protection and 
Pest Management Program.

Teens Invited to Apply 
for Leadership Opportunities

BURLINGTON – University 
of Vermont (UVM) Extension 4-H 
is seeking high school students 
who are interested in taking on a 
leadership role to develop science 
programs and/or organize an envi-
ronmental summit for their peers 
during the next school year.

Two opportunities are avail-
able, each with an application 
deadline of June 1. Anyone who 
is entering Grade 9-12 in the fall 
is eligible to apply for one or both 
programs.

Details and links to applica-
tions are available at uvm.edu/
extension/youth/announcements. 
Membership in 4-H is not required.

High school students with a 
passion for science and interest in 
teaching about various science and 
technology topics are invited to 
apply to be a 4-H Science Ambas-
sador. They will take the lead on 
planning and implementing eight 
or nine VTeen Science Cafés, which 
are informal, interactive programs 
for teens on a diverse range of top-
ics led by STEM (science, technol-
ogy, engineering and mathematics) 
experts.

In addition, they will organize 
Science Fun Days to educate and 
excite younger youths about sci-
ence. Training will be provided on 
STEM topics in preparation to lead 
hands-on activities at these events.

Ambassadors will be expect-
ed to attend monthly Zoom plan-
ning meetings, contribute ideas 
and help with planning, set up and 
promotion for events. In addition 
to having an opportunity to inter-
act closely with scientists, they will 
hone their leadership, communi-
cation, problem-solving and other 
life skills, while building their re-
sumes for employment, college and 
scholarship opportunities.

High school students interest-
ed in the environment may apply 
to be a Teen Leader for the Youth 
Environmental Summit (YES!) 
this fall. The annual event is de-
signed to engage middle and high 
school students and help them find 
their voice and take action on envi-
ronmental issues. The summit of-
fers workshops, forums and oppor-
tunities to network with environ-
mental leaders and other students 
to share ideas and propose solu-
tions for local and global environ-
mental concerns.

YES! Teen Leaders must be 
available over the summer to help 
plan this event and be willing to 
take a leadership role at the event.

If questions about either op-
portunity, please contact Lauren 
Traister, UVM Extension 4-H Teen 
and Leadership Program coordina-
tor, at lauren.traister@uvm.edu or 
(802) 656-7565.

Barn Dance on May 20
EAST CRAFTSBURY – East 

Craftsbury’s barn dance returns on 
Saturday, May 20. Three local orga-
nizations will host an old-fashioned 
barn dance at Brassknocker Farm 
(Dave Rowell’s big yellow barn) at 
42 Whetstone Brook Road, begin-
ning at 6 p.m., with music starting 
at 7 p.m. until 10 p.m. Proceeds 
will benefit the Craftsbury Cham-
ber Players, the Craftsbury Public 
Library, and East Craftsbury’s J. 
W. Simpson Memorial Library.

Now in its fourth year, this 

event will feature live music by 
the Radio Rangers. There will be 
food from the C Village Store and 
Craftsbury Genny, and drinks from 
Blackbird Bistro

The night will also feature a 
silent auction. For more informa-
tion contact the Craftsbury Pub-
lic Library at (802) 586-9683, J. 
W. Simpson Memorial Library at 
(802) 586-9692, or the Craftsbury 
Chamber Players at mavis@crafts-
burychamberplayers.org or (800) 
639-3443.

Making Gathering Baskets May 6
MORRISVILLE – A day of mak-

ing gathering baskets with Justin 
Sutera will be held Saturday, May 6, 
from 9:30 a.m to 4:30 p.m., at Riv-
erside Arts. Students will spend the 
day working with Black Ash splints 
to weave small gathering baskets. 

The process, starting with 
pounding a log, will be demonstrat-
ed, however, students will use pre-
pared materials to weave their bas-
kets. Justin Sutera is a wilderness 

skills mentor and basket maker liv-
ing in Elmore. 

Justin Sutera

Greenhouse and Nursery opening May 6.
Mother’s Day Tea May 14.

472-5104 •  Open 10-5 Wednesday to Sunday, Closed Mon. & Tues. • Brick House Road • East Hardwick, VT

photo by Vanessa Fournier
Rob Crites (left), Circus Smirkus artist in residence instructor, guides Lakeview 
sixth grader Jin Ramsay on the tight wire trainer during class recently. Waiting 
their turn are sixth grader Andrew Churchill (left) and fifth grader Amelia Ro-
driguez (right). Students K-6 practiced circus arts daily from April 17-21 with a 
performance held for family and friends April 21 in the school’s gymnasium.
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Nursing Home Earns Top Rating  

photo by Hal Gray
These staff members at the Greensboro Nursing Home also helped earn the 
deficiency-free rating. They are on the Maggies Pond Walking Path, front row, 
Administrator Michelle Pippa; back row, (left to right) Eunice Skinner (LNA), 
Travis Langmaid (IT), Natalie Dunn (activities assistant).

photo by Hal Gray
The staff at the Greensboro Nursing Home helped earn a deficiency-free rat-
ing from the State of Vermont. They are, back row (left to right) Rob Keach, 
Gloria Mercier, Carolyn McTigue (new director of nursing), Michelle Pippa 
(administrator), Tonya Boudreau (assistant administrator), Robin Talmadge, 
Stephanie Crawford and Michaela Gonya; front row (left to right) Alaina Cate, 
Erica Johnston and Cheryl Bouchard.

by Hal Gray

GREENSBORO – The Greens-
boro Nursing Home (GNH) was re-
cently surveyed by the State of 
Vermont and earned the rare ac-
complishment of a deficiency-free 
rating.

Six employees of the Vermont 
Department of Health and Human 
Services spent three business days 
conducting this major annual sur-
vey determining if GNH was in 
compliance with the federal and 
state regulations involving Medi-
care and Medicaid.

GNH Administrator Michelle 
Pippa praised the staff who made 

the zero-deficiency rating possible. 
Her first thought was of the nurs-
ing home staff whose hard work, 
skill and dedication to the resi-
dents was so vital. She singled out 
two employees who are helping 
to make a difference: Tanya Bou-
dreau, the assistant administrator, 
and Carolyn McTigue, new direc-
tor of nursing. Pippa also acknowl-
edged the support of the board of 
trustees, and the financial donors 
and volunteers. One point of pride 
on the part of GNH is its ability 
to accept residents from distant 
towns who can now be visited more 
easily by their families who live 
nearby.

GARY MICHAEL POFF

Gary Michael Poff

MORRISVILLE:  Gary Mi-
chael Poff, 72, died unexpectedly at 
his home in Morrisville on April 29.

He was born, in Burlington, 
September 24, 1950, the son of 
the late Raymond and M. Helene 
“Helen” (Boisclair) Poff.  He grad-
uated from Hardwick Academy in 
the class of 1968.  

 Gary enlisted in the Unit-
ed States Navy on October 28, 
1968. He proudly served his coun-
try on the USS Bryce Canyon (AD-
36) and the USS Ernest G. Small 
DD/DDR 838, during the Vietnam 
Era. He received a Vietnam Ser-
vice Medal with one silver star for 
his efforts. EM2 Gary M. Poff was 
Honorably discharged on October 
24, 1972.

He then continued his edu-
cation at a heating and air condi-
tioning school. Gary returned to 
Hardwick where he operated his 
own business for a short time, be-
fore joining the Coca Cola Compa-
ny as their equipment and main-
tenance person for five years. In 
1979 he went to work for IBM in 
Essex where he remained until his 
health failed and he was forced to 
retire in 2005. 

He was a member of St. Nor-
bert’s Church in Hardwick, a life 
member of the VFW in Post #9653 
in Morrisville and a life member 
of the American Legion Post # 7, 
as well as a member of Brownson 
Council # 1568, both in Hardwick. 
He enjoyed ice fishing, bird hunt-
ing, long walks, spending weekends 
and extra time at camp in Walden 
known to many as “Henryville 

Saloon Camp.” Gary will be sadly 
missed by all who knew this quiet, 
gentle, caring man; especially, his 
siblings, nieces, nephews, David 
and Kathy Burnham, Dennis 
Pudvah and his many other close 
friends.

Survivors include two sisters, 
Susan LaMare and her husband, 
Randall of Morrisville, and De-
nise Cross and her husband, Jim 
of Plattsburg, N.Y.; four nieces and 
nephews, Julie LaMare of Morris-
ville, Holly Turner of Milton, Mi-
chael Cross of Fuquay-Varina, 
N.C., and Jennifer Cross of Platts-
burg, N.Y., as well as his aunt, Liz-
anne Blair of Hardwick.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
will be celebrated at 11 a.m, on Fri-
day, May 12, at Mary Queen of All 
Saints Parish (St. Norbert’s Catho-
lic Church) in Hardwick, with Fa-
ther Thomas Aquinas celebrant. 
Inurnment will follow in the fam-
ily plot, in the Fairview Cemetery 
in Hardwick.

In lieu of flowers, contribu-
tions in his memory may be made 
to the American Legion Post #7, 
Scholarship Fund, P.O. Box 472, 
Hardwick, VT 05843.

Arrangements are in the care 
of Dian R. Holcomb of Northern 
Vermont Funeral Service, 60 Elm 
Street, Hardwick. Online condo-
lences are welcomed at northern-
vermontfuneralservice.com

PAUL E. AINSWORTH JR.
HARDWICK – A Graveside 

Service for Paul E. Ainsworth Jr., 
who died on Dec. 20, 2022, will be 
held on Saturday, May 20, at 11 
a.m., in Fairview Cemetery. Ar-
rangements are with the des Gro-
seilliers Funeral Home. Please see 
dgfunerals.com for the complete 
obituary.

Paul E. Ainsworth Jr.



Page SevenThe Hardwick Gazette, Wednesday, May 3, 2023

Thanks
for saying you saw it in the

Hardwick Gazette
hardwickgazette.com

INCORPORATED

LUCIA ANWANDTER MURPHY

CRAFTSBURY COMMON – 
It is with great sadness that the 
family of Lucia Anwandter Mur-
phy announce her passing on April 
27, at 94. Lucia, a longtime resi-
dent of Craftsbury Common, was 
predeceased by her beloved hus-
band, John, and by her son, Antho-
ny. She is survived by her children, 
Peter Murphy and his wife Donelle 
of Cambridge, Mass., Kathleen 
Murphy of Miami Shores, Fla., 
Clare Knight of Jacksonville, Fla., 
and Anne McGowan and her hus-
band Michael of Kinnelon, N.J., 
and many grandchildren.

Born in Valparaiso, Chile, 
Lucia loved to travel and spent 
much of her adult life exploring the 
globe with her husband and chil-
dren before retiring in Vermont. 
Lucia’s passion for life was evident 
in her beautiful gardens, delicious 
meals, and her curiosity about all 
things, especially music and books. 
She enjoyed the company of family 
and friends.

A Requiem Mass will be cele-
brated in memory of Lucia on Fri-
day, May 5, at 10 a.m., at Our Lady 
of Fatima Church, Craftsbury, with 
Fr. Christopher Knight presiding.

Richardson to Speak on 
Zimbabwe Project at Church

courtesy photo
Neil Richardson, shown here with the Zimbabwe village priest and community 
members, will speak on May 7, at St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church. In 
the background are solar panels donated by Vermonters for pumping water 
into the community corn field. 

HARDWICK – On Sunday, 
May 7, Neil Richardson will speak 
to the congregation of St. John the 
Baptist Episcopal Church after the 
10 a.m. service during coffee hour.  
Richardson and his wife Mickie, 
both from Randolph, have a long 
ongoing relationship with two 
Episcopal churches in Zimbabwe, 
one in a major city, Buluwayo, and 
another in the farming village of 
Filabusi.  Richardson recently re-
turned from a visit to these church-
es with some photos and a video 
and he will report on these congre-
gations, their present needs, and 
possibilities for helping them.

In the past, the people of 
St. John the Baptist (SJB), with 
Richardson as envoy, have helped 
send a medical mission to the peo-
ple of Filabusi. Last year, after 
floods devastated their fields, SJB 

parishioners provided new seeds, 
solar panels, a windmill to pump 
water for crops and funds for direct 
food relief.

The partnership with Zimba-
bwe has been ongoing since 2015, 
when the rector of the Bulawayo 
church, Father Shingi, made a trip 
to Vermont.  The Richardons. of St. 
John’s Church in Randolph. host-
ed him and organized his visit to 
the Hardwick church, where he led 
the Sunday service and preached. 
Since then, the congregation has 
set aside an annual amount in its 
budget to assist those in Zimba-
bwe, and parishioners have supple-
mented it individually.

All are welcome to hear the 
speaker. For more information, call 
the church on Wednesdays at (802) 
472-5979 or email stjohnthebap-
tistvt@gmail.com.

Northern Vermont
 Funeral Service

Dian R. Holcomb
Funeral Director

PRENEED
PLANNING

60 Elm St. • Hardwick, VT 05843

802-472-6861

photo by Vanessa Fournier
Cirque Us: “One Man’s Trash” circus troupe are (left to right): Justin Durham, 
Jeremy Cifonie, Mariah Fraker, Doug Stewart – founder and artistic produc-
er, Maeve Beck and Tyler Jacobson. Cirque Us was created by eight Circus 
Smirkus alumni and friends. The Highland Center for the Arts hosted the show 
about recycling on April 20 for some students from Hardwick Elementary, 
Lakeview, Woodbury Elementary and Craftsbury Elementary and some area 
home schoolers in celebration of Earth Day.
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Events
Thursday,
May 4
TAI CHI CLASSES, Thursdays, 
10:30 - 11:30 a.m. Tai Chi for 
Health & Fall Prevention (no ex-
perience needed, including seat-
ed Tai Chi and remote options via 
Zoom), United Church of Christ, 
165 Wilson St., Greensboro. 
Sponsored by Northeast Kingdom 
Council on Aging. Classes taught 
by Norma Spaulding, (802) 472-
8724, nspauld@gmail.com and 
Paul Fixx, (802) 441-4599, pfixx@
pfixx.net.
GAME NIGHT, at the Village 
Restaurant, Hardwick, Thursdays, 
6 - 8 p.m., unless there is a home 
basketball game. A limited menu of 
burgers and appetizers. Hosted by 
Sarah Tewksbury. First come, first 
serve event, with room for roughly 
10 teams. 
CHITTY CHITTY BANG BANG, 
a family-friendly musical, 7 p.m., 
Cabot School Performing Arts 
Center. Reservations: 802-279-
4309.

Friday,
May 5
STORY TIME AND PLAYGROUP, 
for kids birth to age 5, Fridays at 
10:30 a.m., Jaquith Public Library, 
122 School St., Rm. 2, Marshfield. 
Information: 802-426-3581.
CHITTY CHITTY BANG BANG, 
a family-friendly musical, 7 p.m., 
Cabot School Performing Arts 
Center. Reservations: 802-279-
4309.
AUGUST: OSAGE COUNTY, 7 
p.m., Lamoille County Players, 
Hyde Park Opera House. Paren-
tal discretion advised. Informa-
tion: LCPlayers.com or Heather at 
heather.vize-willey@live.com.

Saturday,
May 6
MONTPELIER CONTRA DANCE, 
7:40 p.m. newcomers lesson, reg-
ular dance 8 - 11 p.m., Capital City 
Grange. Everyone welcome. In-
formation: 802-225-8921 or cdu.
tim@gmail.com.
CHITTY CHITTY BANG BANG, a 
family-friendly musical, 2 p.m. and 
7 p.m., Cabot School Performing 
Arts Center. Reservations: 802-
279-4309.
AUGUST: OSAGE COUNTY, 7 
p.m., Lamoille County Players, 
Hyde Park Opera House. Paren-
tal discretion advised. Informa-
tion: LCPlayers.com or Heather at 

heather.vize-willey@live.com.
SPANISH CONVERSATION 
GROUP, 10 a.m., J.W. Simpson 
Memorial Library, East Craftsbury. 
An informal hour of Spanish con-
versation. All ages welcome. Cof-
fee, tea and treats provided.
ALBANY LIBRARY WRITING 
GROUP, 2 - 4 p.m., Teens and 
adults welcome. Writing prompts 
provided. 830 Main St., Albany. In-
formation: 802-755-6107, albany-
publiclibraryvt.org.

Sunday,
May 7
CHITTY CHITTY BANG BANG, 
a family-friendly musical, 2 p.m., 
Cabot School Performing Arts 
Center. Reservations: 802-279-
4309.
AUGUST: OSAGE COUNTY, 2 
p.m., Lamoille County Players, 
Hyde Park Opera House. Paren-
tal discretion advised. Informa-
tion: LCPlayers.com or Heather at 
heather.vize-willey@live.com.

Tuesday,
May 9
TAI CHI CLASSES, Tuesdays, 
Hardwick Area Health Center, 4 
Slapp Hill. 9:15 - 10:15 a.m., Qi-
gong & Tai Chi Forms (some ex-
perience recommended), 10:30 
- 11:30 a.m., Tai Chi for Health & 
Fall Prevention (no experience 
needed, including seated Tai Chi). 
Sponsored by Northeast Kingdom 
Council on Aging. Classes taught by 
Norma Spaulding, (802) 472-8724, 
nspauld@gmail.com and Paul Fixx 
(802) 441-4599, pfixx@pfixx.net.

Exhibits
CHUCK TROTSKY: VOCABU-
LARY, paintings at Parker Pie, 161 
County Road, West Glover, through 
May 9. Information: parkerpie.com.
VERMONT SUPREME COURT 
GALLERY presents Liminal Arc, 
Paintings by Kate Burnim, through 
June 30. 111 State St., Montpelier. 
Gallery Hours: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., 
Mon. - Fri. (closed during lunch 
hour). Information: (802) 279-5558.
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY ART 
EXHIBITION, through May 27, Cut-
ler Library, 151 High St., Plainfield. 
Information: cutlerlibrary.org, (802) 
454-8504, info@cutlerlibrary.org.
VARIABLES - Photos by Ross Con-
nelly, 3rd Floor Gallery at the Hard-
wick Inn, 4 South Main St., Hardwick. 
Through June. Reception, 5 - 7 p.m., 
Friday, May 12. Information: olivey-
lin1@gmail.com.

Presenting professionals whose products and services 
will assist in creating your special celebration!

For information about advertising in the 
Wedding & Party Planner

call The Hardwick Gazette at 472-6521!

The Ring Says you're going to do it.
Capitol Plaza Says you're going 

to do it right.
Attention to detail... it's what separates 

the ordinary from the truly special.
Call for customized wedding packages 

for up to 250 people.
802 223 5252

100 State St. • Montpelier

Wedding And 
Party Planner

Weddings,
Special 
Events, 
Sympathy
Design

AMY'S
Artistic Floral

AMY TALLMAN, owner/designer
178 Scott Road, Hardwick
(802) 472-8354 • (802) 595-3751
amysartisticfloral@yahoo.com

Theater Presents World Premier 
Play May 25 to June 11

MONTPELIER – Lost Nation 
Theater will present “My Mother’s 
Three Mothers” by Erin Galligan 
Baldwin, Thursdays through 
Sundays, May 25 through June 11. 
The play details a woman’s search 
for her birth mother that sends 
shock waves of secrets, shame, 
choices and consequences through 
generations. Inspired by a true 

story, Lost Nation Theater will 
produce the world premiere of this 
new play.

The play will be presented 
at 7:30 p.m., Thursdays through 
Saturdays, and at 2 p.m. on 
Sundays. The theater is located 
at City Hall Arts Auditorium. For 
more information, see lostnationt-
heater.org

photo by Vanessa Fournier
Master of ceremonies for the Coffeehouse held at Hazen Union on April 19 
were seniors Elias Robertson (left) and Emily Kimball (right).
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No Mow May

courtesy photo
Dandelions in lawn help feed pollinators early in the spring.

courtesy photo 
We stopped mowing this lawn and here it is in late August.

courtesy photo
Electric mowers have improved great-
ly in the past few years. They are quiet 
and non-polluting.

courtesy photo
This part of the lawn needs re-seeding.

by Henry Homeyer

CORNISH FLAT, N.H. – In 
2019 a British non-profit called 
Plantlife coined the phrase “No Mow 
May.” They proposed that gardeners 
leave their mowers in storage for the 
month of May in order to let wild-
flowers and weeds bloom and provide 
pollen and nectar for pollinators. And 
of course the caterpillars of many 
pollinators feed all our baby birds, so 
the ramifications are vast.

Early spring is a tough time 
for pollinators, especially here in 
New England as there are not many 
flowers to visit. I like the idea of a 
simple action that can have positive 
effects on so many species of wildlife.

The most obvious advantage 
to you is that you have a few extra 
hours to do other things in your 
garden. May is a busy time for most 
of us: raking out beds, pulling weeds 
that wintered over and are starting 
to grow in our beds. Planting early 
vegetables and flowers. Shopping for 
new plants. We can even bask in the 
sun like seals if we have the time to 
do so.

Next, you are not spending any 
money on gas or electricity (if you have 
a battery-powered mower).  Most gas 
powered mowers do not have the 
emission controls that are required 

for cars. According to the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA), 
one hour operating a new gasoline 
lawn mower emits the same amount 
of volatile organic compounds and 
nitrogen oxide as driving a new car 
45 miles.

According to the EPA, lawn 
mowers and other garden machines 
like leaf blowers, string trimmers, 
etc., contribute as much pollution as 
our cars and homes. The statistics on 
lawns are deceiving; two percent of 
the land mass in America is lawn. But 
that is more square miles of land than 
all the corn grown here. Roughly 80% 
of homes have at least some lawn.

If we mow our lawns from May to 
the end of October, that’s six months 
of mowing. Eliminating one month of 
mowing reduces those emissions by 
17%. Good for the environment, good 
for the wallet.

For the last two years I have 
been installing trees in what was a 
five-acre lawn in Hanover. So far we 
have planted about 150 of them and 
we largely stopped the mowing, just 
leaving pathways throughout. The 
owners now have their field mowed 
everywhere just once every two years 
to control growth of unwanted woody 
plants like poplars, which spread by 
root.

We were delighted last spring 
to see the field come alive. At least 
a dozen species of flowers bloomed, 
probably more. And the bees and 
other pollinators just loved it.

You must be wondering what 
happened when we just stopped 
mowing. Grass grew, and largely 
flopped over as it got taller. It was 
nothing like the unruly two- or 
three-foot tall mess that the mowing 
guys predicted. We were always able 
to walk anywhere in the field even 
though it was not mowed. Of course, 
when the mowing crew shows up 
soon, they have big, industrial-scale 

mowers that will chew up anything.
For your home lawn you may 

want to pay attention to how tall 
the grass gets in May. Presumably 
your push mower or electric mower 
will not mow tall grasses as easily 
as the riding mowers used on the 
field described above. If you can only 
avoid mowing for two or three weeks, 
it’s still better than mowing it short 
every week in May.

Another advantage to the No 
Mow May is that you will probably 
end up with a better, more resilient 
lawn in times of drought. The longer 
your grass, the more food it produces 
for the roots, allowing them to grow 
longer and deeper.

Your lawn might complain about 
being mowed short on June 1. So put 
the blades up as high as they go, to 
avoid giving the lawn that “scalped” 
look. The lower parts of blades of 
grass may be a little pale in color as 
they were shaded out by the taller 
parts. Leave your lawn a little longer 
this year: it doesn’t have to look like 
the infield of Fenway Park.

What about bare spots on the 

lawn? These are often filled in with 
crabgrass, an annual weed. For large 
areas, you will need to plant new 
lawn seed, the sooner the better.

Filling in empty spots can be 
done in May by scratching the soil 
with a short-tined rake to loosen the 
surface. Add half an inch of compost 
and mix it in with the soil. Then 
spread seed over it: just broadcast it 
with your hand in small areas. I use 
a lawn-leaf rake to mix the seed in 
with the soil: I flip over the rake and 
drag it lightly over the area, which 
mixes in the seed well. If you have 
a metal tamper, use it to press down 
the planted area. If not, use a small 
board and step on it.

I never fertilize my lawn, and 
it looks fine to me. If your lawn is a 
little feeble, check the soil pH. If it 
is too acidic, you can spread some 
limestone. Lawn grass prefers nearly 
neutral pH.

So take a break from mowing 
this May. Tell your neighbors what’s 
going on, so they won’t call you a lazy 
slug! You are just being environmen-
tally conscious.
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The OuTside sTOry

We’re alive and well in Greensboro!



Although we no longer have a location in Hardwick, 
we continue to cover the ten towns in our coverage 
area, in fact, our readership has increased.

Thanks to the high-speed digital connections in the 
Spark spaces in Greensboro, we continue to produce 
a weekly electronic newspaper. We are located in the 
Spark space in the Greensboro Town Hall and look 
forward to continue our 134-year coverage of your 
home town.

Get your news. Subscribe at hardwickgazette.com
P.O. Box 367, Hardwick, VT 05843 • (802) 472-6521

The Carpenters Arrive in Spring
by Jen Weimer

HILLSBOROUGH, N.H. – 
Why do ants suddenly appear 
every time Spring is near? Just 
like bees, they long to be close 
to you – especially if your home 
is made of wood. Carpenter ants 
(genus Camponotus) and the 
eastern carpenter bee (Xylocopa 
virginica) both nest in wood and 
are frequent visitors to my log 
home. The Northeast is home to 
one native carpenter bee species 
and four native carpenter ant 
species, and these are the largest 
of the native ants and bees in 
the region. The carpenters over-
winter as adults and become 
active as the weather warms. As 
their common name suggests, 
these insects spend their days 
constructing – or, rather, decon-
structing – wood. While this can 
be beneficial to forest decompo-
sition, it is not a desirable trait 
for our homes.

Carpenter ants excavate 
nesting chambers in damp and 
decaying wood, from stumps and 
rotting logs to dead trees and live 
standing trees with rotting inte-
riors. They will also nest in damp 
wood within human homes. Indi-
vidual queens establish colonies 
by first laying eggs that develop 
into worker ants. These sterile 
female worker ants carry food 
such as insects and honeydew – a 
sugary excrement of aphids – into 
the colony to feed the ant larvae of 
subsequently laid eggs. The queen 
continues to lay eggs throughout 
the summer. 

Colonies can become large and 
may last for several years, with 
adults overwintering in the nest. In 
spring, winged reproductive males 
and females emerge and mate. 
The males die, and the females – 
or queens – lose their wings and 
move on to establish new colonies. 

Parades of worker ants may also 
move between infested trees and 
homes as they establish satellite 
colonies.

Reproductive carpenter ants 
are winged and are often confused 
with termites, which also swarm 
in the spring. You can distinguish 
them by looking at their abdomens, 
antennae, and wings. Ants have 
a constricted waist, elbowed 
antennae, and their fore and hind-
wings differ in size, while termites 
are broad waisted, with straight 
antennae and wings that are 
similar in shape and size. Unlike 
termites, carpenter ants and bees 
do not consume wood; they chew 
into wood for the sole purpose of 
excavating nests where they lay 
their eggs. 

Carpenter bees are more 
solitary than ants and prefer to 
nest in dead, but not rotting, tree 
limbs and snags – and, sometimes, 
in non-rotting wood in people’s 
homes. Fertilized females bore 
½-inch, perfectly round holes 
into wood and create chambered 
galleries where they lay their eggs. 
Each chamber houses one egg and 
is provisioned with pollen from 
spring flowering plants. Carpenter 
bees are excellent pollinators of 
garden plants and flowers. They 
look similar to bumble bees but 
have a hairy yellow thorax and a 
hairless abdomen, whereas both 
the thorax and abdomen are hairy 
on bumble bees. Carpenter bees 
are not aggressive and are unlikely 
to sting. 

While both carpenters – bees 
and ants – play an important role 
in the forest, where they help to 
decompose wood and to pollinate 
plants, their presence in and 
around our homes can be quite 
damaging. As carpenter ants 
remove wood to construct their 
nests, they can weaken the struc-
tural integrity of buildings. While 

carpenter ants do not kill trees 
directly, their presence within a 
tree signifies rot and structural 
damage. Trees with carpenter 
ant colonies should be removed 
to prevent them from falling and 
damaging nearby structures. 
Carpenter bee nests are smaller 
than ant nests and therefore less 
likely to cause structural damage 
to trees and homes on their own; 
however, woodpeckers seeking the 
bees’ larvae may cause additional 
damage. 

Annual monitoring of 
your home can help prevent a 
carpenter infestation. Keep an 
eye out for holes and sawdust 
piles on structural wood, 
including beams, siding, and 
porches. Remove stumps near 
buildings, store firewood away 
from your home, and fix interior 
water issues to keep your home 
dry. Carpenter bees and ants 

are less likely to bore into wood 
that has been finished, so protect 
exterior wood with paint or stain. 
Removing wood with carpenter 
bee holes in the spring will elim-
inate an infestation before the 
larvae mature. 

Gel or liquid sugary bait 
traps placed along ant trails in the 
spring may help to eliminate small 
colonies of carpenter ants in your 
home. You can purchase traps for 
carpenter bees or make traps (basic 
plans abound online) from simple 
materials to hang on your home. 
Insecticides may be warranted if 
you find structural damage to your 
home, but be sure to follow the 
label or contact a professional if 
colonies are large.    

[Jen Weimer is a forest health 
expert, photographer, and writer 
living in the forests of New Hamp-
shire. Illustration by Adelaide 
Murphy Tyrol.]

The Carpenters
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Woodsmoke by Julie Atwood

“BIRD FLU TESTING IN THE REEDS ON THE RIGHT!”

Designing a Bird-friendly Garden

photo by Gianfranco/Pixabay
In the colder months, when food may be scarce, black-capped chickadees 
and other seed-eaters will seek out seed heads as a food source. 

photo by Bonnie Kirn Donahue
To attract birds to the garden, plant black-eyed Susans and purple coneflowers 
and leave the seed heads of these plants up through fall and winter, so birds 
can snack on their tasty seeds. 

by Bonnie Kirn Donahue, Ex-
tension Master Gardener, Uni-
versity of Vermont

NORTHFIELD – One of 
the great joys and challenges of 
gardening is seeing creatures inhabit 
and eat from our gardens. However, 
in some cases, animals and insects 
are unwelcome visitors.

Woodchucks, deer and cabbage 
worms can be relentless and frus-
trating to manage. Protecting a 
summer berry crop from hungry 
birds can make you question 
whether it is worth all of the work to 
defend it in the first place.

However, attracting birds 
to your garden can be incredibly 
satisfying.

Why attract birds to your 
garden?

Birds are fascinating to watch. 
They offer hours of entertainment 
and connect us to the natural world. 
They also need food to feed their 
babies and store up for long migra-
tions. Growing native plants that 
provide nourishment and shelter for 
birds also can bring a great deal of 
joy and purpose to your garden.

To grow a bird-friendly garden 
or landscape, you don’t need a ton 
of space. Enough space for a shrub 
or two could be just enough to start. 
Shrubs that grow berries tend to 
need sun, so select an area that gets 
at least six hours of sun a day.

Pick native shrubs that produce 
berries or seeds or even attract cater-
pillars and other insects that birds 
will be drawn to for food. Shrubs 
with attractive berries include red 
twig dogwood (Cornus sericea), black 
chokeberry (Aronia melanocarpa), 
nannyberry (Viburnum lentago), 
common elderberry (Sambucus 
canadensis) and highbush cranberry 

(Viburnum trilobum).
Many of these native shrubs 

tend to naturalize, so plant them in 
an area where you don’t mind them 
spreading a bit. Some prefer moist 
soils, so be sure to look into the char-
acteristics of each to match it with 
your site conditions.

Red oak (Quercus rubra), white 
oak (Quercus alba) and swamp white 
oak (Quercus bicolor) host countless 
caterpillars and insects as well as 
grow nutritious acorns. Although 
these species grow slowly, they offer 
exceptional long-term ecosystem 
services.

Birds also need shelter. Native 
evergreen trees including white 
spruce (Picea glauca) and white 
pine (Pinus strobus) can provide 
protection from predators. Deciduous 
trees such as oaks (Quercus spp.), 
walnut (Juglans nigra), cherry 
(Prunus serotina) or willows (Salix 
spp.) offer shelter and food sources.

Interested in attracting or 
supporting a particular bird species 
in your landscape?

Use the Bird Guide from the 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology (allabout-
birds.org) to learn more about their 
habitat and food preferences. Ask 
your local nursery about the native 
plants that they offer that would be 
suitable for your site.

Shrubs can be expensive to 
plant. A more affordable way to 
include them in your landscape is 
to plant them in small containers or 
as bare-root. Bare-root means that 
the young shrubs come without soil 
and must be kept moist and planted 
right away.

Although it will take time for a 
small shrub to grow, it is worth the 
wait to see birds and insects enjoy 
them.

If you are looking for quicker 

results, try perennial and annual 
plants that grow seeds that attract 
birds. Sunflowers (Helianthus spp.), 
black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia spp.) 
and purple coneflower (Echinacea 
purpurea) all have tasty seeds.

The trick is to leave the seed 
heads of these plants up through 
the fall and winter. This is the time 
of year that birds will visit these 
plants. The plants can be cut back in 
the spring once the soil dries out.

Birds also need water. Consider 
offering a simple water source like 
a bird bath or shallow dish of water 
in your garden. Replace the water 
frequently.

Spring is a great time to plan 
for a bird-friendly garden. The birds 
will thank you year-round.

[Bonnie Kirn Donahue is a 
UVM Extension Master Gardener 
and landscape architect from central 
Vermont.]

Woodsmoke by Julie Atwood
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Wednesday, May 3

•Wolcott Select Board, first 
Wednesday of month, 6 p.m.

Thursday, May 4

•Hardwick Select Board, 
first Thursday of month, 6 p.m.

Monday, May 8

•Calais Select Board, 
second Monday of month, 7 p.m.

•Walden Select Board, 
every other Monday.

Tuesday, May 9

•Hardwick Energy Committee 
meeting, 6 p.m., Hardwick 
Memorial Building, 20 Church 
St., 1st floor. Information: Bill at 
energy.coordinator@hardwickvt.
org.

Wednesday, May 10

•Greensboro Select Board, 
second Wednesday of month, 6:30 
p.m.

Town Clerks
Cabot: cabotvt.us
Calais: calaisvermont.gov
Craftsbury: townofcraftsbury.com
Greensboro: greensborovt.org
Hardwick: hardwickvt.org
Marshfield: town.marshfield.
vt.us
Plainfield: plainfieldvt.us
Stannard: Stannard town clerk: 
(802) 533-2577, open Wed., 8-noon, 
townofstannard@myfairpoint.net
Walden: Walden town clerk: (802) 
563-2220, fax: 802-563-3008, open 
Mon. - Wed., 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Thurs., 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. waldenvt.
gov. waldentc@pivot.net 
Wolcott: wolcottvt.org
Woodbury: woodburyvt.org

What in Hell is Going on Here?
by Willem Lange

EAST MONTPELIER – It’s often characterized as a British 
officers’ drinking song, but it’s hardly that. “The Anacreontic Song” 
was the official song of an 18th-century club of London “wealthy 
men of social rank” that met monthly for banquets, musical 
performances, and group singing. Their patron saint, if you can 
call him that, was Anacreon, an ancient Greek poet known for his 
drinking songs and odes to romance. The club dissolved in 1792 
after the Duchess of Devonshire attended a meeting. Members 
began resigning in embarrassment at the racy lyrics to which the 
duchess had been exposed. Imagine, if you will, the horror of it!

Forward about twenty years. The fledgling United States is 
again at war with Great Britain. A prominent Southern lawyer 
(from a formerly prominently Loyalist family), Francis Scott Key, 
was sent to the British fleet to negotiate the release of American 
hostages, and was detained overnight while the British fleet 
bombarded Fort McHenry, at the entrance to Baltimore Harbor. 
At daylight, the sleepless Key spotted the stars and stripes of 
the American flag still “gallantly streaming” over the fort, which 
inspired him (he was an amateur poet) to write “The Defence of 
Fort McHenry.” The patriotic poem quickly became popular, and 
was shortly set to music, lamentably that of the Anacreontic Song, 
with its impossible range and penultimate measure and high note 
very few can achieve handily. Some 117 years later, in 1931, it was 
adopted as the United States’ national anthem, to the everlasting 
distress of those who assay to sing it. As a side note, it’s now in 
some circles considered unpatriotic not to sing it, or at least try to.

Francis Key, a slave-holding district attorney, cradle Epis-
copalian, prominent member of the American Bible Society, and 
sometime prosecutor of “abolitionist(s), according to whose taste it 
is to associate and amalgamate with the negro,” wrote four verses 
of the “Defence.’” The first and fourth aren’t bad; the second and 
third are, to be kind, execrable. But the last line, repeated in all of 
them, is meant to stir the stoniest bosom of any patriotic American.

“O’er the land of the Free, and the home of the Brave.” How 
lustily we sang those words as kids, and with the battles of the 
Second World War dominating the news, devoutly believed them, 
too. We were one of a kind – brave and invincible. Our subsequent 
victories on opposite sides of the globe only affirmed that.

It appears that we’re still one of a kind, but nowadays a kind 
that lives in such existential fear that we keep loaded firearms 
handy in our houses and on our persons to protect ourselves from 
imagined dangers and insults. Just this past week, in four separate 
and widely scattered incidents, homeowners have injured or killed 
innocent people whom they apparently perceived as threats. A 
child chasing an errant basketball, a car pulling into a wrong 
driveway by mistake, a cheerleader opening the door of car she’d 
mistaken for her family’s, a teenager on an errand to pick up his 
kid brother ringing the doorbell at the wrong address. They were 
all met with gunfire and at least wounded; one was killed.

Pete Buttigieg (how I wish he had a chance in a general 
election!) has it right: If more guns make us safer, the United States 
ought to be the safest country in the world. Clearly it isn’t; and in the 
aftermath of one deadly shooting after another, firearm sales continue 
to rise. The solution so many of us seem to be gravitating to flies in 
the face of logic and common sense. What in hell is going on here?

I daresay most mature citizens of the home of the brave consider 
themselves immune to propaganda and misdirection. They may not 
have heard of the brilliant success of Joseph Goebbels, the head of the 
Ministry for Public Enlightenment and Propaganda in Nazi Germany. 
He believed that any lie, repeated often enough by apparently 
responsible spokespersons, becomes a popular truth. It’s estimated 
that between his lies and Heinrich Himmler’s death camps, the Nazi 
Party was responsible for the murders of over 12,000,000 people.

 Some of our political leaders have been putting worms into 
the American apple for decades. All of us have problems. Ronald 
Reagan told us that our government was responsible; Donald Trump 
has expanded on the theme: “They” are out to get us, and they’re 
attacking me to do it. The gun lobby’s patsies, ever fearful of a 
sudden attack by an evildoer or, perhaps worse, embarrassment 
at not being able to protect themselves in a mugging, stalk our 
supermarkets and coffee shops armed for deadly firefights. We’ve 
become afraid of our fellow citizens – in effect, of our own shadows. 
Can you imagine, in this current atmosphere, being a door-to-door 
pollster, census-taker, or Fuller Brush man? It’s time to retire 
not only the terrible tune of our national anthem, but the words, 
as well. The home of the brave is now a fortified castle. If I may 
suggest an alternative to lyrics so obviously out of date, at least 
we’ve still got lots of spacious skies and amber waves of grain.
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BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

LICENSED & INSURED
HOLMES PLUMBING
Glenside St., RFD 1, Hardwick, VT 05843

Josh Holmes • 472-6228
Cell: (802) 745-8390

Plumbing

Advertising

Services Services

Home
Improvement

“Quality You Can Stand On”
454-7301, Hollister Hill, Plainfield

Mon. - Fri., 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sat., 9 a.m. - noon

Carpentry

Place 
Your Ad 

Here 
For Only 
$6.10 Per 

Week!   

Financial 
Services

877-491-6475
Rich.Jacobs@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

Mowing Service in
Hardwick and

Surrounding Areas
• Mowing & Trimming
• Spring/Fall Cleanup

• Mulching
• Debris Cleanup

(802) 595-5577

Services

Propane • Heating Oil • Diesel
Heating Equipment Installations

189 Railroad St., St. Johnsbury, VT
(802) 748-8934 or (800) 222-9276

Delivering On A Promise

Town of Woodbury
JOB OPENING - HIGHWAY WORKER

   The Town of Woodbury is seeking one half-time town highway 
crew member. An application and job description can be obtained 
from the town office, call (802) 456-7051, or e-mail derk@wood-
buryvt.org or pick up at the town office, 1672 Vt. Rte. 14. Part-time 
could possibly lead to full-time for the right candidate. At entry level 
the worker will be required to have a Class B Commercial Driver’s 
License, and be able to drive a 10-wheel dump truck with plow and 
wing. At full performance, operation of a backhoe, loader and grader 
will be expected. Availability to work overtime in the winter is re-
quired.
   Salary will depend on experience. Call the road commissioner, 
(802) 456-8883 with questions about the job responsibilities.
   Physical exam and drug screen will be required. Please send or 
deliver your application to the Woodbury Town Office, P.0. Box 10, 
Woodbury, VT 05681. Position will remain open until filled.

The Town of Greensboro is
accepting bids for the following:

PAVING
ROADSIDE MOWING
WINTER SAND SCREENING AT GLOVER PIT
GRAVEL CRUSHING
SIDEWALK PREP WORK
SIDEWALK CONCRETE 
CEMETERY MOWING
LVRT TRAILHEAD PARKING LOT PREPARATION
   Please contact the Town of Greensboro, PO Box 119, Greens-
boro, VT 05841, or 82 Craftsbury Road, or at (802) 533-2911 or 
at townclerk@greensborovt.gov for details. All bids must be in 
the Town Clerk’s office by Thursday, June 8, to be opened at the 
June 14, select board meeting.  

   The select board reserves the right to accept or reject
any and all bids
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SPORTS

See ROUNDUP, next page

Ken Brown’s
HigH scHool roundup

by Ken Brown

MORRISVILLE – Senior ace 
Lyle Rooney exacted some revenge 
for his Hazen Union baseball 
team last week against rival Peo-
ples Academy (PA), but junior An-
drew Menard stole the show with 
a five-inning no-hitter against 
Northfield to help run his team’s 
record to 4-0 on the season.

Rooney fired six innings of 
one-hit ball to power the Wildcats 
to a 4-1 road win over the two-time 
Division III defending state champi-
on Wolves last Tuesday. Senior Ben 
Alekson has pitched PA to its last 
two titles, including a 9-0 win over 
the Wildcats at Centennial Field 
last June. He was equally as tough 
on Tuesday, allowing just two hits 
and striking out seven in the loss. 
Tyler Rivard and James Montgom-
ery gave Rooney all the breathing 
room he needed, with a hit and an 
RBI apiece to help break open a one-
run game with three unanswered in 
the top of the sixth. Montgomery led 
off the fifth with a single, stole sec-
ond, and was driven in by Menard 
for the first run of the game. 

“Ben is one the best pitchers 
in the state and we let him dictate 
things early on, but the guys ad-
justed, made him battle some long 
counts, and did a great job of fo-
cusing on putting bat on ball,” said 
head coach Spencer Howard. “Lyle 
was great for us, working around 
six walks, and just never giving in. 
He has taken it to another level in 
his senior season and has devel-
oped himself into a complete pitch-
er. This was our first big test this 
season and it gives us a lot of con-
fidence going forward. Brendan 
gave me a little bit of stress there 
at the end, but he battled through 
it and we got a good team win,” 
added Howard.

Sophomore Brendan Moodie, 
who transferred from PA over the 
summer, walked a pair and gave 

Danville Boys
Drop Two

RICHFORD – The Danville 
baseball team lost a pair of games 
to Richford and BFA-Fairfax last 
week to fall to 1-4 on the season. 
Twinfield-Cabot student athletes 
are on the Bears’ roster for the 

photo by Vanessa Fournier
Hazen Union’s Andrew Menard gets ready to pitch to a 
Northfield batter during a home game Saturday. At left is 
Wildcat first baseman Jacob Davison. Hazen won 10-0 after 
five innings.

photo by Vanessa Fournier
Hazen Union Wildcat ninth grader Owen Skorstad (No. 
4) safely gets to second base before the ball reaches 
Kane Knapp of Northfield during action on Hudson Field 
April 29. Hazen defeated Northfield 10-0.

Pitching Continues to Fuel Wildcats Hot Start

up a hit in the seventh, before in-
ducing a deep fly ball to earn the 
save and end the game. Alekson re-
corded the Wolves only hit of the 
day off Rooney and was relieved 
by Chandler Follensbee with two 
outs in the fifth inning. The loss 
dropped PA to 4-2 on the season.

Menard was nearly per-
fect over the weekend at Hudson 
Fields, striking out 13 Maraud-
ers without allowing a hit in a 
10-0 win. He walked only one bat-
ter and helped his own cause with 
a 3-3 performance at the plate. 
Montgomery continued to swing a 
hot bat with three more hits, in-
cluding a double and two RBIs. 
Senior Jadon Baker and Jake Da-
vison added two hits apiece and 
Rivard belted a double, scored 
four runs, while being walked 
once and hit by pitches twice. 

James Preston took the loss for 
Northfield, giving up seven runs 
in three plus innings of work and 
striking out four. The loss dropped 
the Marauders to 1-3 on the year. 
With Menard’s gem in the books, 
Hazen pitchers have allowed just 
five hits in 24 innings of work this 
season, giving up just three runs 
along the way. 

“You just couldn’t ask for a 
better first start of the season 
for Andrew. He commanded the 
strike zone, located and changed 
speeds well, and got ahead early 
in counts after battling a cou-
ple of long counts early on. It just 
shows the pitching depth we have 
on this team and I’m very thank-
ful to have it and it gives us a huge 
advantage as we ramp up into the 
busy part of our schedule. I love 
our competitiveness, defense, and 

pitching through the first four 
games and we’ll keep grinding at 
putting together good at bats. We 
have seven games to play the next 
two weeks and none of them are 
pushovers. We’ll play five Division 
II teams and a Division I team 
during this stretch and I’m excit-
ed to see how the guys approach 
the challenge. There’s no looking 
ahead on this team and we’ll con-
tinue to take it one pitch, one at 
bat, and one game at a time,” said 
Howard. 

The Wildcats traveled to 
Montpelier on Tuesday and are 
scheduled to welcome Lake Region 
to town on Thursday. They wrap 
up their week on the road with a 
match-up against Lamoille on Sat-
urday afternoon and will host Dan-
ville and North Country on Mon-
day and Tuesday. 

second straight season.
Carter Blaney powered Rich-

ford at the plate and on the mound 
last Tuesday as they downed Dan-
ville 14-4 at home. Blaney drove in 
four runs with a grand slam in the 
bottom of the second inning to put 
the home team up for good. He also 
earned the win, throwing four-plus 

innings of two-hit ball, striking 

out six and working around a half 

dozen walks. Michael Cunning-

ham finished up the last of the fifth 

for the Rockets, striking out one. 

Marcel Gendron added two hits 

and drove in a pair for Richford 

as they evened their record at 3-3. 

Denver Lindstrom belted a double 

and drove in two runs and Andy 

McReynolds had a hit and a pair of 

walks for Danville in the loss.

James Benjamin made a two-

out bases loaded diving catch in 

the bottom of the seventh inning 
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SPORTS
by Ken Brown

MARSHFIELD – The Twinfield-Cabot 
softball team braved the rain and cold weath-
er last week to finally get their 2023 season un-
derway, narrowly dropping their opener to Ran-
dolph, before easily handling Northfield on the 
road, and wrapping up with a lopsided loss to 
Division IV powerhouse Blue Mountain. 

The Lady Trojans rallied for five runs in 
the seventh inning, but came up just short in 
their season opener last Tuesday, falling to 
Randolph 21-18 at home. Aydyn Corbett pow-
ered the Twinfield-Cabot offense with four hits 
and four runs scored and Maddi Duke added a 
triple to start off the bottom of the fifth inning. 
Kendall Hale took the loss in the circle for the 
Lady Trojans, striking out five in five innings 
of work. Danville’s Ella Marshia finished up for 
the home team, striking out three Galloping 
Ghosts in the final two innings. Randolph im-
proved to 1-2 on the season with the win.

“Unfortunately we lost our opener to Ran-
dolph, but it was a very competitive game and 
the girls fought through the rain and the cold 
for a great rally in the seventh inning,” said 
head co-coach Christin Martin.

Hale excelled in the circle and at the plate 
on Thursday to lead the Lady Trojans to a dom-
inant 20-6 road win over Northfield. She earned 
the win, striking out four Lady Marauders on 
the day, and also belted four doubles to help her 
own cause. Corbett continued to swing a hot 
bat, adding two more hits in the win. North-
field was coming off an impressive 25-11 win 
over Randolph as the loss dropped them to 1-2 
on the season.

“Kendall had a great all-around game for 
us. She did a good job throwing strikes and also 
made three other important outs for us defen-
sively in the field. Both Kendall’s and Aydyn’s 

Roundup
Continued from previous page
to help BFA-Fairfax escape with a 12-10 road 
win over the Bears over the weekend. Reagan 
Baumeister went 3-3 and earned the win for 
the Bullets, striking out five and giving up one 
earned run on the day. John Morgan belted a 
home run to fuel a five-run fourth inning for the 
home team to give them an early advantage. 
Twinfield-Cabot’s Meles Gouge led a furious 
Bears’ comeback with three walks, a pair of 
hits, including a triple. Andy McReynolds added 
a pair of hits and Jackson Giroux suffered the 
loss for Danville.

The Bears were back in action on Monday 
with a home rematch with BFA-Fairfax and 
are scheduled to travel to Peoples Academy on 
Thursday. They will finish up a busy week at 
home on Saturday afternoon against Richford. 

PA-Hazen Softballers Drop 
Two to Start Season

MORRISVILLE – Peoples Academy (PA) fi-
nally got their softball season under way last week, 
dropping a pair of games to Thetford Academy and 
Richford. Hazen Union student athletes are on the 

PA roster this spring for the third straight season.
McKayla Stanley pitched a complete game, 

striking out seven Lady Wolves to power Thet-
ford Academy to a 12-4 road win last Thursday. 
Madi Mousley belted a triple and induced a pair 
of intentional walks and freshman twin sisters 
Rebecca and Ashlyn Osgood combined for three 
hits, including a double and triple, and drove in 
four runs in the win. Thetford evened their re-
cord at 2-2 on the season.

Ella and Mikayla Chagnon hit back-to-
back home runs in the bottom of the second in-
ning to lead Richford to a 17-3 home win over PA 
on Saturday. The dynamic cousin duo combined 
for four hits and five RBIs in the win and Sierra 
Derby pitched five strong innings to earn the win 
in the circle for the Lady Rockets. Kyrielle Deuso 
had a double and two hits, Melody Tracey added 
a pair of hits and drove in two runs, and Vanes-
sa Cunningham drove in a pair of runs to lead a 
balanced attack. Richford improved to 3-2 on the 
season with the win. Hazen’s Sarah Collier(Cap-
tain), Haley Michaud, and Royelle Crown are 
playing on the PA roster this spring.

The Lady Cat trio will be back in action for 
PA this week as they traveled to BFA-Fairfax on 

Tuesday and will stay on the road for a match-
up against Lake Region on Thursday. They will 
wrap up a busy week with a trip to Craftsbury 
Academy on Saturday.

Chargers Back in Action 
This Week Following Break

CRAFTSBURY – Craftsbury Academy ath-

letics paused for Spring Break last week, but 

the track and field, softball, and baseball teams 

will all be back in action this week. 

The Charger track and field team are 

scheduled to travel to U-32 on Wednesday and 

will wrap up their week with a Twilight Meet at 

South Burlington High School.

The Lady Charger softballers were sched-

uled to host Blue Mountain on Tuesday, Twin-

field-Cabot-Danville on Thursday, and will 

wrap up a busy week with a home date against 

Peoples Academy on Saturday afternoon.

The junior varsity baseball team was 

scheduled to travel to Lyndon Institute on Mon-

day and will complete a home-and-home with 

the Vikings at Dustan Field on Wednesday. 

Richford is scheduled to travel to the Common 

to take on the Chargers next Monday.

Lady Trojans Get Season Underway

photo by Vanessa Fournier
Twinfield-Cabot-Danville’s Kendall Hale, a ninth 
grader at Danville, aims for the ball during play on 
Burt Hodgdon Field at Twinfield April 25. Randolph 
edged by the home team 21-18.

photo by Vanessa Fournier
Twinfield-Cabot-Danville’s Maddi Duke (center), a 
Twinfield senior, waits for the ball as Ava Scott-Lucas 
(left) of Randolph reaches third base during action 
Tuesday at Twinfield. At right is base umpire Mike Clark.

bats were hot and Aleacya Moshinskie and Dan-
ville’s Austin Roos did an amazing job at the 
catcher position for us. They each had some 
great stops back there on passed balls that 
helped us hold down any big rallies by North-
field,” said Martin.

Blue Mountain has been a wrecking crew 
within the division this season and continued 
their hot start over the weekend with a 27-0 
home win over the Lady Trojans. Kyra Nelson 
twirled five innings of no-hit ball for the Lady 
Bucks, striking out 13 on the day. Kaylee Ham-
let belted a pair of doubles and drove in five 
runs to power a balanced offensive attack. Nel-
son also scored five runs and teammate Lauren 
Joy added three RBI’s in the win. Blue Moun-
tain drew 23 walks on the day and broke the 
game open with an 18 run second inning. Maddi 
Duke was a bright spot for Twinfield-Cabot, 
striking out the side to end the fifth inning. 

Blue Mountain has advanced to the Final Four 
the last two seasons and look poised to contend 
within the division once again, outscoring their 
opponents 60-4 in their last three wins. 

“Blue Mountain was a rough game for us. 
They got a super big lead early on and we just 
couldn’t get our bats going. Kimmie DeBona did 
a good job getting on base for us, but we just 
didn’t string anything together to get her in. 
We made some solid contact, but it was right 
at fielders, instead of in the gaps,” said Martin. 

The Lady Trojans tackle another busy week 
as they traveled to Richford on Tuesday and 
stay on the road for a trip to Craftsbury Acade-
my on Thursday. They will host Richford at Dan-
ville High School on Saturday afternoon to com-
plete the home and home with the Rockets and 
the junior varsity team will travel to St. Johns-
bury Academy that same day. Five Danville play-
ers are on the Twinfield-Cabot roster this spring.
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[Note: Hazen Union girls play with 

Peoples Academy, Morrisville and 

Twinfield-Cabot boys play with 

Danville High School.]

Schedule is subject to change 

due to weather.

Wednesday, May 3

3:30 p.m., Craftsbury Track and 

Field at U-32.

3:30 p.m., Hazen Union Track and 

Field at U-32.

Thursday, May 4

4:30 p.m., Peoples Academy Girls’ 
Softball vs. Danville, at Peoples 
Academy.
4:30 p.m., Danville Baseball at 
Peoples Academy.
4:30 p.m., Twinfield-Cabot Girls’ 
Softball at Craftsbury Academy.
4:30 p.m., Craftsbury Academy 
Girls’ Softball vs. Twinfield, at 
Craftsbury.
4:30 a.m., Hazen Union Baseball 
vs. Lake Region, at Hazen Union.

Saturday, May 6

11 a.m., Peoples Academy Girls’ 
Softball at Craftsbury Academy.
11 a.m., Danville Baseball v. 
Richford, at Danville.
11 a.m., Twinfield-Cabot Girls’ 
Softball vs. Richford, at Danville.
11 a.m., Craftsbury Academy Girls’ 
Softball vs. Peoples Academy, at 
Craftsbury.
11a.m., Hazen Union Baseball at 
Lamoille.
1 p.m., Craftsbury Track and Field 
at SB Twilight Meet.

Tuesday, May 9

3:30 p.m., Craftsbury Track and 

Field at North Country.

4:30 p.m., Peoples Academy Girls’ 

Softball vs. Williamstown, at 

Peoples Academy.

4:30 p.m., Twinfield-Cabot Girls’ 

Softball vs. Northfield, at Twinfield.

4:30 p.m., Craftsbury Academy 

Girls’ Softball at winooski.

4:30 p.m., Hazen Union Baseball 

vs. North Country, at Hazen Union.

Wednesday, May 10

3:30 p.m., Hazen Union Track and 

Field at Spaulding.

4:30 p.m., Danville Junior Varsity 

Baseball at Craftsbury Academy.

Thursday, May 11

4:30 p.m., Peoples Academy Girls’ 

Softball at Northfield.

4:30 p.m., Twinfield-Cabot Girls’ 

Spring Sports 
Calendar

Softball vs. Blue Mountain, at 

Twinfield.

4:30 p.m., Craftsbury Academy 

Girls’ Softball at Richford.

4:30 a.m., Hazen Union Baseball 

at Spaulding.

Saturday, May 13

11 a.m., Peoples Academy Girls’ 

Softball vs. BFA Fairfax, at Peoples 

Academy.

11 a.m., Danville Baseball vs. 

Northfield, at Danville.

11a.m., Hazen Union Baseball at 

U32.

1 a.m., Craftsbury Academy 

Girls’ Softball at Williamtown. 

(doubleheader).

Tuesday, May 16

3:30 p.m., Hazen Union Track and 
Field at Lyndon.
4:30 p.m., Peoples Academy Girls’ 
Softball at Twinfield.
4:30 p.m., Danville Baseball vs. 
Blue Mountain, at Danville.
4:30 p.m., Craftsbury Academy 
Girls’ Softball at Northfield.
4:30 p.m., Twinfield-Cabot Girls’ 
Softball vs. Peoples Academy, at 
Twinfield.
4:30 a.m., Hazen Union Baseball 
at Oxbow.

Wednesday, May 17

3:30 p.m., Craftsbury Track and 
Field at Harwood.

Thursday, May 18

4:30 p.m., Peoples Academy Girls’ 
Softball vs. Richford, at Peoples 
Academy.
4:30 a.m., Hazen Union Baseball 
vs. Harwood, at Hazen Union.

Friday, May 19

4:30 p.m., Craftsbury Academy 
Girls’ Softball vs. Northfield, at 
Craftsbury.

Saturday, May 20

11 a.m., Peoples Academy Girls’ 
Softball at Danville.
11 a.m., Danville Baseball vs. 
Peoples Academy, at Danville.
11 a.m., Twinfield-Cabot Girls’ 
Softball vs. Craftsbury Academy, 
at Twinfield.
11a.m., Craftsbury Academy Girls’ 
Softball at Twinfield.
11a.m., Hazen Union Baseball at 
Randolph.

Get your community news.
 Subscribe at hardwickgazette.com
P.O. Box 367, Hardwick, VT 05843

(802) 472-6521

IF YOUR TOWN IS IN 
OUR COVERAGE AREA, 

WHAT’S GOING ON?
Stay informed on what’s 

happening in your community 
with a weekly subscription.
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