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Hazen students attend, 
comment on school 
redistricting forum
by Will Helms

HARDWICK – At 8:02 p.m., Wednes-
day, October 29 in the Jeudevine Library, 
Hazen Union Student Council President 
Sadie Gann discussed impacts of the state’s 
redistricting bill after a community meet-
ing organized by Hardwick’s school district 
representatives. The bill would see a major 
shift in school administration, and many 

by Paul Fixx

HARDWICK – Area school board members 
and legislators were well-representated at a 
forum led by members of the three Hardwick 
school boards that was billed as a community 
conversation about Vermont’s Act 73 school re-
districting legislation, last Wednesday in the 
Jeudevine Memorial Library. 

Board members shared what they know 
about the Act 73 process, its possible effects 
in Hardwick. They hoped to elicit information, 
comments and questions from the audience and 
legislators to help in their work surrounding 
the issue.

by Raymonda Parchment

GREENSBORO – The purchase of a 
$495,000 fire truck, abating taxes for the Cas-
pian Lake beach and enacting a local option 
tax are the subject of a special Australian bal-
lot vote next Tuesday, Nov. 13, from 10 a.m. to 7 
p.m. in the Greensboro Town Office.

If approved, the new fire truck would replace 
two vehicles, a pumper and a rescue vehicle. 

As Chief Brochu explained to the board at 
previous meetings, the Greensboro Fire De-
partment (GFD) needs the new truck sooner 
than next year’s planned upgrade. 

Officials approve state-funded 
food stamps through Nov. 15
by Theo Wells-Spackman

VERMONT – Vermont officials voted to 
fund food assistance for the first half of No-
vember on Wednesday in the absence of fed-
eral funding while the shutdown continues 

Town vote to decide fire truck purchase, local option tax
In the proposal, available on the town web-

site, Brochu said, “Your fire department has 
been concerned for some time about the reliabil-
ity of our fire trucks. Our main truck is nearly 
25 years old, and the backup is 40 years old. I 
have recommended to the select board that we 
replace the pumper as soon as possible.” 

The National Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA) advises that fire trucks be moved to re-
serve status after 15 years and retired after 25 
years, making Brochu’s request more than time-
ly. Greensboro’s primary pumper, purchased in 
2006, has developed recurring electrical and 
pumping problems, resulting in costly repairs 

and three failures during active fires. The de-
partment’s backup truck, dating from 1985, is 
well beyond its recommended service life. With-
in the town’s capital budget, payments for a new 
fire truck are not scheduled to begin until FY28. 
This is because the GFD had planned on the 
town ordering a custom truck with a three-year 
build time. Through a broker, however, Brochu 
located a new pumper immediately available, 
for $495,000. Two members of the department 
traveled to the broker in Alabama to inspect the 
vehicle, reporting it was in excellent shape and 
would fit the town’s needs. 

Terri Vest moderates a community discussion at the 
Jeudevine Memorial LIbrary, Tuesday, October 29. 
during a forum about possible impacts in Hardwick 
from the redistricting envisioned by Vermont’s Act 
73 legislation.                           photo by Paul Fixx

More questions than answers raised at Act 73 Forum

See STUDENTS, 3See QUESTIONS, 6

Washshington, and Sen. Andrew Perchlik, 
D/P-Washington prepare to discuss a temporary 
state-funded food assistance plan at a meeting 
of the state’s Emergency Board.

photo by Theo Wells-Spackman, VTDigger 

Tom Guare (left) and Jeff Pierpont (right) flipped 
250 grilled cheese sandwiches for trick- or treaters 
visiting Fellowship Hall during the Greensboro Hal-
loween Trick or Treat Trail organized by the United 
Church of Christ.        photo by Vanessa Fournier

by Paul Fixx

HARDWICK – As the result of the federal 
government shutdown, the Hardwick Area Food 
Pantry (HAFP), the Buffalo Mountain Mar-
ket, Front Seat Coffee, the Center for an Agri-
cultural Economy (CAE) and others, have been 

SNAP chaos leads HAFP, state, others to step up 
scrambling to prepare for an anticipated Novem-
ber 1 end to food stamp (SNAP) benefits that 
support the Three Squares Vermont program.

While state and federal officials work 
through whatever funding they can put in 
place, The Buffalo Mountain Market’s Emily 
Hershberger “is putting together a donation ac-
count that will help people with SNAP benefits 
receive a $50 gift card through Buffalo Moun-
tain,” according to the Hardwick Area Food 
Pantry’s (HAFP) Stella James.

Locally it is hoped those gift cards might 
help carry food stamp recipients through this 
period without benefits.

Emily Hershberger, general manager of the 
Buffalo Mountain Market said recently that 
three to four percent of the market’s revenue 
comes from Three Squares Vermont payments. 

Slightly over 10% of Vermonters receive 
those benefits, though they rarely cover a fami-
ly’s entire monthly food budget.

Front Seat Coffee is donating 10% of its 
See CHAOS, 4

See FOOD, 5
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"If we don't 
have it, then 
you probably 
don't need it."

Kashi Assorted 
Cereals

$3.99 17.4-18 oz.

Swiss Miss 
Instant Hot Cocoa

2/$5 5.84-11.4 oz.

Red Rose 
Tea Bags

$4.29 48-100 ct. 

Classico
Pasta Sauce
2/$5 15-24 oz.

Green Giant Canned 
Beans, Corn or Peas
4/$5 14.5-15.25 oz.

Quaker
Oats

$3.99 18 oz.

Prince
Pasta

4/$5 12-16 oz.

Angel Soft 4 MR 
Bathroom Tissue 

$4.99 135.1 s.f.

Folgers 
Ground Coffee

$5.99 9.6 oz.

Lactaid
Milk

$3.99 64 oz.

Kellogg's 
Assorted Cereals

2/$6 8.9-12.6 oz.

Brawny 4 DR 
Paper Towels
$9.99 180.28 s.f.

Swanson
Broth

2/$4 32 oz.

Mini Cucumbers 
6 Ct.

$1.99 Pkg.. 

Almond Breeze 
Milk Alternative

$2.99 64 oz.

November 5 - November 11

Cluster
Tomatoes

$1.29 lb. 

King Arthur G.F. 
Baking Mixes
$4.79 15-22 oz.

Loacker Quadratini 
Wafer Cookies
3.49 7.76-8.82 oz.

Quaker 
Granola Bars

2/$5 6.5-6.7 oz.

Check out our
Wreath Making 

Supplies

Simply Done
Mashed Potatoes

$3.49 24 oz.

Sampson Red 
Seedless Grapes

$1.99 lb. 

Mott's 6 Pk. 
Applesauce

2/$5 24 oz.

Berlin Police Department
Arrest on warrant

BERLIN – On November 
2, officers from the Berlin Police 
Department were called to a minor 
single vehicle crash on Fisher 
Road. During the course of the 
crash investigation, it was deter-
mined that the passenger, Dannika 
Dobrowski of Plainfield, had an 
active arrest warrant. 

Dobrowski was wanted out of 
Washington County for a failure-
to-appear warrant. Dobrowski’s 
warrant was for Petit Larceny. Bail 

on this warrant was set at $100. 
Dobrowski was taken into 

custody without incident and 
transported to the Berlin Police 
Department for processing. 
Dobrowski was issued a citation 
into Vermont Superior Court, 
Washington Criminal Division, 
on November 2, at 12:30 p.m., 
to answer the above charges. 
Dobrowski was able to make 
bail and was released to a family 
member. 

Cabot Fire Department
Mutual aid support

About 3 a.m., Monday, Nov. 3, Cabot firefighters provided mutual aid support 
to Marshfield Fire Department for a tractor trailer unit off the road on VT-215. 
There were no injuries. Cabot provided scene lighting, deployed traffic control 
measures, and assisted with other incident response tasks in support of the 
Marshfield Fire Department.                                                    courtesy photo
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Hardwick Police Department
Media Log

Hardwick Police Department
Leaving scene of  accident, 

failure to comply with registry

AWARE Report
HARDWICK – Twenty-two 

people used AWARE services be-
tween October 19 and November 
2. The AWARE 24-hour hotline is 
802-472-6463. 

A non-profit established in 
1984, AWARE serves Hardwick 
and the greater Hardwick area in 
preventing and healing the trauma 
of domestic and sexual violence. 

AWARE provides help during im-
mediate crises, as well as advo-
cating for on-going emotional and 
legal support for people of all ages 
and gender. 

For more information about 
AWARE, including educational re-
sources, programming and how to 
get involved as a volunteer visit 
awarevt.org.

HARDWICK –  On Octo-
ber 6 the Hardwick Police De-
partment conducted a Sex Of-
fender Registry (SOR) check 
on Jacob M. Williams, of Hard-
wick, who was listed as being 
non-compliant. Investigation 
revealed that Williams had nu-
merous violations for not send-
ing in required registration pa-
perwork, failing to contact the 
SOR daily, and for not report-
ing his location.

Williams was issued a ci-
tation to appear in Vermont 
Superior Court, Criminal 

Division, Caledonia Unit, to 
answer the charge. 

On October 28, at approx-
imately 12:38 p.m., Barbara 
Jacobs, of Morrisville, called 
to report her vehicle had been 
hit in the Tops Market park-
ing lot. The accident happened 
while she was in the store and 
no one notified her. Jacob’s ve-
hicle was hit on the passenger 
side front bumper and received 
moderate damage. If anyone 
has any information, please 
contact the Hardwick Police 
Department.

HARDWICK – October 26: 
Suspicious Event, Elm St.; Tres-
passing, Vt. Route 14 S.; Accident 
- TCNR, Vt. Route 14; Suspicious 
Event, Vt. Route 15; Suspicious 
Event, Vt. Route 15; Suspicious 
Event, Wolcott St.; Motor Vehi-
cle Complaint, Wolcott St.; Citizen 
Dispute, Spring St.; Traffic Stop, 
Mill St.; Motor Vehicle Complaint, 
Vt. Route 15. 

October 27: Information, High 
St.; Medical, Elm St.; Trespassing, 
Cottage St.; Assist - Public, Maple 
St.; Suspicious Event, Brook St.; 
Theft, Main St.; Trespassing, Mill 
St.

October 28: Directed Patrol, S. 
Main St.; Citizen Dispute, Elm St.; 
Juvenile Problem, Richardson Rd.; 
Fingerprints, High St.; Accident - 
LSA, Vt. Route 15 W.; Suspicious 
Event, Mill St.; Fingerprints, High 
St.; Threats/Harassment, Elm St.; 
Suspicious Event, Granite St.; 
Traffic Stop, Granite St.

October 29: Directed Patrol, S. 
Main St.; Directed Patrol, Hazen 
Union Drive; Accident - LSA, S. 
Main St.; Trespassing, Mill St.; 

Medical, Main St.; 911 Hangup, 
Mackville Road; Citizen Dispute, 
Prospect St.; Traffic Stop, Vt. Route 
14 S.; Traffic Stop, Vt. Route 14 S.; 
Traffic Stop, Wolcott St.; Traffic 
Stop, Wolcott St.; Traffic Stop, Vt. 
Route 15 E.

October 30: Traffic Stop, Wol-
cott St.; Directed Patrol, S. Main 
St.; Medical, Benway Drive; Ani-
mal Problem, Highland Ave.; Med-
ical, Vt. Route 15 W.; Traffic Stop, 
Vt. Route 14 S.; Traffic Stop, Wol-
cott St.; Suspicious Event, Hard-
wick Farms Road.

October 31: Directed Patrol, S. 
Main St.; Fingerprints, High St.; 
Fingerprints, High St.; Overdose, 
Mackville Road; 911 Hangup, Cot-
tage St.; Directed Patrol, Cottage 
St.; Juvenile Problem, S. Main St.; 
Property Damage, Vt. Route 16; 
Citizen Dispute, Lower Cherry St.

November 1: Traffic Haz-
ard, Vt. Route 16; Juvenile Prob-
lem, S. Main St.; Noise Distur-
bance, S. Main St.; Welfare Check, 
Elm St.; Motor Vehicle Complaint, 
Vt. Route 15; Juvenile Problem, S. 
Main St. 

Hardwick Rescue
Monthly Statistics

HARDWICK – From 6 a.m. on 
September 1 to 6 a.m. on November 
1, Hardwick Rescue received 145 re-
quests for service. The primary dis-
patch reasons included falls and lift 
assists, general illness, and breath-
ing difficulties, in that order.

As of November 1, the organi-
zation is on incident number 862 for 
the year. Pacing continues to have 
us nearing 1,000 requests for service 
for the year, which far surpasses the 
volume in previous years. The years 
of 2023 and 2024 incidents ended 
around 830 calls for the entire year.

The town-by-town breakdown 
is: Hardwick-94, Craftsbury-14, 
Greensboro-12, Wolcott-9, Wood-
bury-7, Walden-6, Stannard-2. 69 
percent of the patients contacted 
were transported to the hospital.

During this stretch of time, 
Hardwick Rescue relied on neigh-
boring agencies for coverage three 
times, with mutual aid taking an 

additional five incidents when a 
second call came in when the first 
ambulance was already out on an 
incident. The organization was able 
to staff a second ambulance on six 
occasions when our primary crew 
was already out.

Both ambulances were out the 
evening of Halloween and present 
for trick-or-treating in downtown 
Hardwick.

Hardwick Rescue is a private, 
non-profit EMS agency that pro-
vides primary ambulance cover-
age for parts of eight towns. Rotat-
ing crews are covered by three full-
time EMS members, four per diem 
employees, and a contingent of 20 
regularly-scheduled volunteers. Ad-
ditional volunteer members sup-
port crew needs and first response 
in outlying communities. More in-
formation on the agency and how 
to volunteer can be found at hard-
wickrescue.org.

Students
Continued From Page One
predict it would cause multiple 
closures, including, as some 
assume, Hazen Union.

As the bustle died down, 
Gann talked about what she 
thinks this bill would cause in 
Hardwick. “I think this will de-
stroy the foundation on which 
Hardwick is built.” In more con-
crete terms, she said it would 
mean, “fewer families moving into 
Hardwick. Fewer people staying. 
If this passes, Hardwick will be 
deserted.”

During the meeting, Gann 
raised the question “Are students 
being asked about this?” State 
Representative Leanne Harple 
said the House Education Com-
mittee heard testimony from the 
Vermont State Youth Council.

“We had a whole afternoon 
dedicated to asking students. It’s 
a good idea, and it’s happening.” 
After the meeting, Gann respond-
ed to Harple’s comment, saying, “I 
feel like the answers about student 
voices were true, but I think it’s not 
enough. I think all students should 
have a permanent place to share 
their voice, though I don’t know 
what that would look like.”

“Honestly, I think showing 
up to things like these is so im-
portant” for students to stay in-
formed and make their voices 
heard about school redistricting 
right now, said Gann.

Student Council Vice-Pres-
ident Daniel Pougnier, said, “I 
think the most important part 
to consider would be the shift in 
how kids are socialized. A change 
in how many kids grow up togeth-
er will have a definite impact on 
the immediate culture. I wouldn’t 
want to label it as a good or bad 
thing, though.

“I also think that if this bill 
is passed, we may see a more 
drastic accumulation of districts, 
maybe eventually moving to-
wards a completely assimilated 
system.”

Poungier said students don’t 
know as much about the redis-
tricting process as they would like 
to. “I’d like to know more about 
why this bill is being proposed in 
the first place, what was wrong 
with the current system, and how 
this bill would fix them without 
introducing new problems.”

Will Helms is a Hazen Union 

School student interning with The 

Hardwick Gazette.
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Weather Watch

FEMA funded demolition of 41 Brush Street is complete in this view of the 
Main Street bridge to the left of the Hardwick Inn, showing vulnerability of 
the river bank to future Lamoille River high water events as the river enters 
Hardwick’s downtown.                                                         photo by Paul Fixx

Wet and windy; more snow by weekend
by Tyler Molleur

EAST HARDWICK – As ex-
pected, very light accumulations 
of snow fell at the higher eleva-
tions by Saturday morning, with 
cars coming from Coles Pond 
displaying a thin layer of snow 
on their roofs. A North Greens-
boro observation station report-
ed three-tenths of an inch of snow 
Saturday morning, with an addi-
tional trace in the 24-hour period 
that followed.

The rest of us experienced 
multiple days of rain during the 
forecast period, with our backyard 
rainfall total reaching 1.08 inch-
es for the week. A couple of days 
with sunshine provided some re-
lief to the unsettled conditions, 
with Wednesday featuring more 
sun than clouds during the day-
light hours. Conditions cleared 
by sunset on Sunday, before the 
next rain-maker moved in Mon-
day afternoon.

Multiple clipper-like systems 
are sequenced to pass from the 
Great Lakes into New England 
every 36-48 hours or so, starting 
with a system approaching mid-
day Wednesday. Enough cold air 
may exist above 2,000 feet for pre-
cipitation to start as snow, before 
turning to a period of rain by eve-
ning. Snow levels will drop again 
as the cold front passes overnight 
Wednesday with everyone seeing 
a chance of some snow showers as 
the front exits Thursday morning. 
Perhaps an inch is possible above 
2,000 feet, with a dusting else-
where. It will also be quite windy 
as this system passes through.

After some brief clearing, 
the second system arrives for Fri-
day afternoon and lingers through 

Saturday morning. Conditions 
look warm enough for this system 
to be mostly rain. Unsettled con-
ditions persist through the week-
end, with intermittent breaks in 
the clouds. An upper-level trough 
then deepens to our west as the 
final system approaches later Sun-
day, with a round of moderate pre-
cipitation as energy shifts to the 
coast. Precipitation may start as 
rain in the valleys but will tran-
sition to snow overnight. Light ac-
cumulations are possible, with up 
to a few inches in the mid-eleva-
tions. Welcome to November! Here 
are the forecast details:

Wednesday:  Mostly cloudy. 
Rain showers likely, with isolat-
ed snow showers at elevations 
above 1,500 feet. High: 43. Low: 
31. Southwest wind 10-15 mph, be-
coming northwest and increasing 
to 15-25 mph with gusts to 45 mph.

Thursday:  Mostly cloudy 
in the morning, then becoming 
partly sunny. More clearing over-
night. Scattered snow showers in 
the morning. High: 38. Low: 21. 
Northwest wind 10-20 mph with 
gusts to 35 mph, diminishing 
throughout the day.

Friday:  Becoming mostly 
cloudy. Rain showers likely in the 
afternoon. High: 45. Low: 34. Light 
and variable wind, becoming south-
west 5-10 mph in the afternoon.

Saturday:  Mostly cloudy. 
Scattered rain showers in the morn-
ing. High: 45. Low: 26. Light and 
variable wind, becoming southwest 
around 5 mph in the afternoon.

Sunday: Rain and snow 
showers likely, becoming all snow 
overnight. High: 39. Low: 26. 
Southeast wind 5-10 mph, becom-
ing northeast and increasing to 
10-15 mph.

Chaos
Continued From Page One
sales to fund the market’s gift 
card, saying in a social media 
post Monday that $800 had been 
“donated from the last couple days.”

The CAE is organizing the pro-
duction of soups, which will then 
be distributed through the HAFP 
in containers provided by the mar-
ket, according to James and the 
CAE’s Bethany Dunbar

James says the CAE is “giv-
ing us free storage space to store 
a two week emergency supply 
of food” and “the Vermont Food 
Bank has graciously offered to 
help pay for some of these emer-
gency food supplies. We are pre-
pared to see more households 
than usual but are yet unsure 
what the need will be.” 

Dunbar says these supports 
have been put in place quickly, but 
it’s a good use of the new communi-
ty kitchen and “there seems to be 
energy around looking for ways to 
continue.” 

“Vermont officials voted to 
fund food assistance for the first 
half of November on Wednesday 
in the absence of federal funding 
while the shutdown continues in 
Washington, D.C,” wrote VTDig-
ger, October 29.

“‘It’s our obligation at this 
point as states to do what we can 
for the people we serve,’” Scott told 
reporters after the meeting. “‘This 
is a basic benefit that many, many 
Vermonters rely on.’”

The state says 50% of the 
usual monthly benefits will be 
available to food stamp recipients 
without any special application, 
and in the same way they have 
been receiving their benefits, on or 
before November 7.

The Vermont Emergency 
Board plans to meet again by No-
vember 13 to decide whether to 
issue the second half of the ben-
efits if the federal funding lapse 
continues. 

A court decision late last week 
ordered the federal government to 
use an emergency fund to provide 
some SNAP benefits during the 
shutdown. 

Tuesday in a post on Truth So-
cial, President Trump wrote, SNAP 
benefits “will be given only when 

the Radical Left Democrats open 
up government, which they can 
easily do, and not before!”

Meanwhile, the Agriculture 
Department seems to be mov-
ing toward releasing some of the 
emergency funds to provide 50% 
of SNAP benefits on a delayed 
schedule. 

CBS News reported a Mon-
day filing by the Justice Depart-
ment indicating “the Depart-
ment of Agriculture would provide 
states with information necessary 
for calculating the benefits due 
to each eligible household, which 
would allow states to then begin 
disbursements.”

She suggested it would be a 
cumbersome process that could re-
sult in a weeks-long delay for food 
stamp recipients.

“If the government opens, 
families get their FULL benefit 
much more quickly,” wrote Agricul-
ture Secretary Brooke Rollins on 
X, adding that her agency sent no-
tice to states Tuesday morning.

Last year, 84 volunteers at 
the HAFP’s three sites, in Hard-
wick, Craftsbury and Albany, pro-
vided food to 2,400 people in 836 
households and from 63 towns. 
Eight hundred fifty four were chil-
dren and 495 seniors. Home deliv-
ery served 300 people.

Brewery’s near and far have 
been supporting the HAFP with 
Hill Farmstead’s Festival of Farm-
house Ales bottle raffle raising over 
$11,000 for the HAFP, Lawson’s 
Finest Liquids’ Sunshine Fund 
contributing more than $14,000 in 
July and The Alchemist continuing 
to support it year-round through 
Tips for Change.

Adding to HAFP capacity 
to help feed area residents, each 
week, Jasper Hill Farm donates 
120 half-gallons of milk that are 
distributed across all three of the 
HAFP sites. 

The HAFP’s James said the 
milk saves needed funds for other 
essential items.

“This gift not only helps fami-
lies access fresh, local food — it also 
allows us to stretch our resourc-
es further. . . We are so grateful to 
Jasper Hill Farm for their generos-
ity and for helping keep our com-
munity well-nourished.”
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Food
Continued From Page One
in Washington, D.C.

At a Tuesday meeting, Gov. 
Phil Scott and legislative leaders 
on the state’s Emergency Board 
approved a $6 million propos-
al that fully funds 3SquaresVT, 
Vermont’s version of the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram, through Nov. 15. The stop-
gap measure will allow SNAP re-
cipients to access half of their 
expected November benefits for 
now as usual, through Electronic 
Benefit Transfer, or EBT, cards.

“It’s our obligation at this 
point as states to do what we can 
for the people we serve,” Scott 
told reporters after the meet-
ing. “This is a basic benefit that 
many, many Vermonters rely on.”

Some 65,000 people in Ver-
mont receive SNAP benefits.

Lawmakers have worked 
with Scott in recent weeks to pre-
pare a response, after the state 
received guidance earlier this 
month that the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, absent a congres-
sionally-approved funding bill, 
does not have sufficient funds to 
continue SNAP into November.

The roughly $6.5 million 
in total costs for all the provi-
sions in the plan will be drawn 
from the $50 million in surplus 
revenue that Vermont set aside 
in May to shore up state agen-
cies impacted by federal cuts. 
This decision marks the first 
time that pot of money has been 
used.

Vermont is one of only a few 
states moving in recent days to 
temporarily step in and replace 
the loss of federal funds, which 
Scott said he was “surprised to 
learn.”

“I think we’re doing it right,” 
he said.

Virginia and Louisiana are 

Front Seat Coffee had donated $800 toward the Buffalo Mountain Market’s 
plan to offer $50 gift cards to food stamp recipients in November, as federal 
benefits are delayed.                                                        social media photo

Miranda Gray, the deputy commissioner of the Department for Children and 
Families’ Economic Services Division, speaks to the Emergency Board at 
Wednesday’s meeting.                 photo by Theo Wells-Spackman, VTDigger 

among states who appear to be 
funding an alternative food as-
sistance solution, despite the 
USDA having advised states that 
self-funded measures to contin-
ue dispensing SNAP will not 
be reimbursed by the federal 
government.

The claim that no federal 
funds are available has been con-
tested, both by Vermont’s con-
gressional delegation and by 
state Attorney General Charity 
Clark, who on Tuesday joined a 
multi-state lawsuit against Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s adminis-
tration demanding the USDA re-
lease contingency funding for the 
program. 

Officials estimated that ex-
tending food stamp coverage for 
half the month will cost the state 
roughly $6.2 million, assuming 
that roughly 38,000 households 
across the state enroll. Technical 
support and outreach costs will 
add up to an additional $100,000, 
they said.

Those benefits should be 

available to participants “on or 

before November 7,” according to 

documents provided by the Scott 

administration. In view of this 

expected delay, the state will pro-

vide the Vermont Food Bank with 

a supplemental one-time grant of 

$250,000 to assist in meeting in-

creased need.
John Sayles, the Food Bank’s 

CEO, said Wednesday that the 
funding will go directly to the 
organization’s local partners, 
so that individual pantries can 
stock up on food. Just $250,000 
may not be truly sufficient to 
meet the need if state funding 
doesn’t come through until No-
vember  7, he said. 

But nonetheless, Sayles 
said, “it’s something, and we’re 
grateful that the legislature and 
the Governor recognize that.”

Scott said after the meeting 
that he had been worried about 
the financial outlay while pre-
paring his response, and had ad-
vocated caution in deciding how 
much of the full monthly nutri-
tional benefit the state would 
front right now.

Sen. Andrew Perchlik, 
D/P-Washington, who serves on 
the Emergency Board as the head 
of the Senate Appropriations 
Committee, called Wednesday’s 
solution “a good compromise.”

Perchlik said he would like-
ly support two additional weeks 
of full coverage if the state finds 
itself in the same situation in 
mid-November. The Emergency 
Board will reconvene on or before 
Nov. 13`	  should the federal 
shutdown continue.

Rep. Emilie Kornheiser, 
D-Brattleboro, who chairs the 
legislature’s Joint Fiscal Com-
mittee and sits on the Emergen-
cy Board, said Wednesday she 
and her colleagues are taking 
this issue “a month at a time,” at 
present.

Kornheiser has also been ac-
tive in working to ensure that the 
federal Low Income Home Ener-
gy Assistance Program, or LI-
HEAP, is available to Vermont-
ers as the temperatures fall next 
month.

“People need to heat their 
homes,” Kornheiser said. “It’s 
getting really cold.”

Scott affirmed the impor-
tance of the heating program, 
calling its funding “easy” to sign 
off on. The Governor also said he 
was “confident” the state will re-
ceive federal reimbursement for 

the program.
LIHEAP dispersal has al-

ready been approved by the Ver-
mont Legislature, which eases 
the process of providing inter-
im support. Heating benefits will 
be available to Vermonters on a 
normal schedule “in anticipation 
of federal spending,” Kornheis-
er said. It’s a move with plenty 
of precedent in Montpelier, she 
added.

While a state-funded SNAP 
stopgap is much more unusu-
al, Kornheiser emphasized the 
state’s lack of alternatives.

“I’m really pleased that we’re 
able to fully fund the program so 
that Vermonters can get the food 
that they need,” she said.

“This (shutdown) is being 
used as a political tool by both 
parties,” Scott said. “It’s unfortu-
nate that they can’t come togeth-
er and figure this out.”

In a press conference on 
Wednesday, U.S. Sen. Bernie 
Sanders, I-Vt., called the Trump 
administration’s actions in rela-
tion to SNAP “unbelievable.”

“The president is legally ob-
ligated to use this emergency 
fund,” Sanders said, referring to 
the same contingency funding 
Clark sued for on Tuesday. He 
also said that a bipartisan bill 
co-sponsored by U.S. Sen. Peter 
Welch, D-Vt., which seeks to re-
lease funds for the USDA to con-
tinue operating SNAP without 
interruption, should “get to the 
(Senate) floor immediately” for a 
vote.

Theo Wells-Spackman is a Re-

port for America corps member who 

reports for VTDigger.
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Questions
Continued From Page One

It was clear there are a lot of questions left 
to be answered as the process moves forward, 
even for Caledonia County Sen. Scott Beck, an 
insider to the process. Senate Minority Leader 
Beck is a St. Johnsbury Academy social stud-
ies teacher and a representative to the Vermont 
Act 73 Redistricting Task Force.

That task force is charged with providing 
three maps on December 1 with potential new 
Vermont school districts for the legislature to 
consider when it returns in January.

Beck had been with the task force at its 
meeting in Winooski the day before and was able 
to share some of the current thinking of that 
group as it works to develop the maps.	

Ranny Bledsoe, who serves on both the 
Hazen Union School Board (HUSB) and the 
Orleans Southwest Supervisory Union Board 
(OSSU), began the evening with a presentation 
for the roughly 30 attendees in the room and a 
handful online.

She said there are few answers to the 
many questions raised by Act 73, but the school 
boards are working to educate the public and 
gather input based on what information is now 
available. 

She made it clear that Vermont’s education 
system is creating effective student outcomes, 
with Vermont measuring well against other 
states.

She summarized challenges of rising ed-
ucation costs that she said are due in part to 
a statewide decline of roughly 20,000 school-
age students over the last 20 years. When the 
cost of facilities designed for more students is 
combined with inflationary pressures, compet-
itive wages, legislative mandates and a shift 
to delivering services in schools that were once 
available elsewhere, such as those for mental 
and physical health, taxes continue to rise.

Provisions of Act 73 include district consol-
idation, moving toward fewer school districts by 
July 1, 2028; a foundation formula to replace 
the current education funding system for the 
2028-2029 school year; a statewide property tax 
to replace the current system that varies by dis-
trict; a new income-based homestead property 
tax exemption and class size minimums to be 
implemented in July 2026.

Beck later explained the funding formula 
begins with a set amount per student to equal 
the state’s current total education expense, then 
makes adjustments, though the details are yet 
to be determined. 

The current funding figure would be just 
over $15,000 per student, he said.

Suggested adjustments to the base per-stu-
dent funding amount would be made for eco-
nomically disadvantaged students, English lan-
guage learners, special education students, ca-
reer and technical education (CTE) students, 
preschool students and some district-level ad-
justments for school scale and district sparsity.

Kyle Anderson, Hardwick’s representative 
to the Mountainview Union Elementary School 
District (MVUESD), helped answer questions 
and gathered details about class size minimums 
in response to questions about the item that 
seemed to be a concern for many in the room. 
The proposed class size minimums exempt 
pre-K and K classrooms, then set a 10 student 
minimum for grade 1, 12 students for grades 2 
to 5, 15 for grades 6 to 8, and 18 for Grades 9 to 
12, he said. The State Board of Education will 

be able to grant waivers in some cases, for geo-
graphic isolation, as an example. 

Beck said there will likely be adjustments 
for Advanced Placement (AP ) classes, CTE stu-
dents and the need for special materials, and 
that he sees the class size minimums as the 
“most unfortunate part of the bill.”

Moving on to statewide redistricting 
maps, Bledsoe explained three maps have 
been looked at by the task force so far. One is 
based on county boundaries, one on CTE cen-
ters and one, called the Board of Cooperative 
Educational Service (BOCES) model, is de-
signed around resource sharing between su-
pervisory unions.

Bledsoe then explained that the new 
funding formula and the tax adjustments as-
sociated with it will be repealed if the legisla-
ture does not approve a new map of state edu-
cation districts during the upcoming 2026 ses-
sion that begins in January, as will a new sec-
ond home tax. 

Minimum class size requirements and a 
reduction in the number of private schools qual-
ified to receive private funds will still become 
effective in the absence of a new map, she said.

If a new map is approved, the new school 
districts would become effective July 1, 2028, 
with the foundation funding formulae and a 
uniform statewide education property tax rate 
will take effect for the 2028/9 school year.

Even with new administrative districts, 
schools will remain as they are for now, said 
Bledsoe, but it’s expected the new “districts 
will have to begin to consider school closures 
and mergers.”

She said there is no information available 
now about how these changes will affect taxes. 
“A major argument for redistricting is the pos-
sibility of lower taxes, but there is no way of 
knowing at this point.”

Questions remain about school infra-
structure where there are significant issues 
with deferred maintenance, said Bledsoe. “It 
is not clear how new districts and reconfigured 
schools will address this.”

In the audience were Rep. Michael South-
worth, who now holds that Caledonia-2 seat; 
Rep. Leanne Harple, a language arts teacher 
at Hazen Union School, who lives in Glover, 
representing Orleans-4 in the House, where 
she sits on the Committee on Education; Sa-
brina Morrison, who serves on both the HUSB 
and OSSU boards and Woodbury’s Steven Frei-
hfner, HUSB Chair.

Terri Vest, who serves on all three Hard-
wick school boards: MVUESD, HUSB and 
OSSU, moderated a lively and civil discussion 
following Bledsoe’s presentation.

Orise Ainsworth said the “goal [of Act 73] 
is closing small schools as I see it.”

Morrison said the savings are unknown. It 
“seems foolish to go through this without more 
certainty,” and health care seems one of the big-
gest issues that isn’t addressed at all by Act 73.

Beck said “redistricting is not an exercise 
in saving money, it’s an attempt to move to a 
more efficient system.”

Responding to a question from Hardwick 
resident Rachel Cole about what makes it in-
efficient, Beck said the current system is top-
heavy with superintendents.  

Cole asked how student outcomes fit in. 
Erica Sisk echoed that concern, wondering 
what KPIs (key performance indicators) 
will be measured.

Many returned to the question of health 
care costs and the apparent lack of attention 
to those costs under At 73.

A comment was made about the broader 
context of how we encourage people to move to 
Vermont where there are few jobs in an envi-
ronment where there’s a threat of local schools 
closing. 

Woodbury’s Cindy Gorden wondered about 

what she said are 1,300 school board members 

in Vermont and fewer in larger states.

In response to a question about student 

involvement in the Act 73 process from Sadie 

Gann, Hazen Union School’s Student Council 

President, Rep. Harple said she’s been work-

ing with the Vermont Youth Student Council 

on a proposal to establish students as voting 

members of school boards.

Hardwick Elementary School art teacher 

Beth LeCours said taxes are going up, health 

care costs are going up and an issue is how 

far students are traveling. She said all of this 

misses the important questions which should 

be asked of teaching professionals: “What do 

you need for the students?” She said, “I want 

the money spent on kids. Being rural is real, a 

district of 4,000 students is unrealistic in the 

Northeast Kingdom (NEK).”
“The VPA (Vermont Principals Associ-

ation) and superintendents are people who 
work to keep their jobs,” said LeCours.

Gordon said “communities are the foun-
dational unit in the state” and closing schools 
will have a negative impact on that, with re-
districting leading to a suburbanizing rural 
Vermont.

Cole talked about her experience in Iowa 
where redistricting led to small town schools 
disappearing, towns being hollowed out and 
students having to travel a long way to school. 
She said “Vermont is very special,” where she 
has been surprised driving through town after 
thriving town. 

Audrey Grant commented on closing 
schools and losing towns, suggesting “Hazen 
doesn’t seem safe from closure.” She said she’s 
frustrated with the process and thinks Act 
73 misses opportunities to move away from 
a property tax model to pay for schools, fail-
ing to take into account reports by the Public 
Assets Institute on alternative school funding 
models.

Morrison said smaller schools in Vermont 

give students opportunities and offer equali-

ty that larger athletic programs can’t as they 

need to cut students. Gann and another com-

menter agreed, adding long drive times is 

likely to create less equity.
Beck said there’s been lots of research on 

drive times and bus times and what it means.
Vest added that 50% of her 11th graders 

have full-time jobs and would likely be impact-
ed if they had to travel long distances to school, 
making them less available for local work. 

She wrapped up the conversation noting 
the evening was “an awareness session with 
not very many answers,” expressing concern 
that quality education is not part of the conver-
sation and her students deserve quality educa-
tional opportunities. 

Board members are asking Hardwick 
residents to share their concerns and inter-
est in staying informed about the redistrict-
ing process by filling out a survey at bit.ly/
survey-school-redistricting-hardwick
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Career Center looks for $149M in bond vote 

An architect’s rendering of the proposed new Central Vermont Career Center.
courtesy CVCCSD

by Paul Fixx

CVCC SCHOOL DISTRICT 
– Voters in the Central Vermont 
Career Center School District 
(CVCCSD) had the opportunity to 
vote by absentee ballot, or go to 
the polls Tuesday to vote on issu-
ing bonds of up to $149,000,000 to 
build a new technical center.

The 18 towns of the district 
include Cabot, Calais, Marshfield 
and Plainfield where votes were 
underway November 5 as this 
issue went to press.

In warning the vote, the dis-
trict said, “The School Construc-
tion Aid Program is currently 
under suspension by the Vermont 
State Legislature. Therefore, 100% 
percent of the project shall be built 
at the school district’s cost without 

State participation.”
It went on to say, “State funds 

may not be available at the time 
this project is otherwise eligible 
to receive State school construc-
tion aid,” which would leave :the 
district responsible for all costs 
incurred in connection with any 
borrowing done in anticipation of 
State school construction aid.” 

The board’s goal is “to serve 
all eligible students in our region 
and to provide programming that 
fulfills the needs of students, em-
ployers and the community.”

They say the “present facili-
ties prevent us from doing so.”

The board says the current fa-
cility doesn’t meet its needs, result-
ing in turning away a significant 
number of applicants each year. Its 
current four-hour daily programs 

can’t be expanded to full-day pro-
grams without sharing facilities,  
reducing the number of students, 
or finding space outside the cur-
rent building. 

Its vision is that, “CVCC’s 
state of the art facility serves all eli-
gible students in our region, staffed 
and resourced appropriately, with 

expanded capacity for increased en-
rollment versus applicant percent-
age; increased academic achieve-
ment through full day program-
ming in a full school day schedule; 
pathways to advanced career cre-
dentials; strengthening partner-
ships with middle schools across the 
region to improve student access.”

Towns hope to move flood-related projects forward with bond votes 
by Paul Fixx

PLAINFIELD, CABOT – 
Flood-related projects were on yes-
terday’s ballots for voters in Plain-
field and Cabot.

In Plainfield the select board 
was looking to borrow $600,000 to 
purchase land for the proposed vil-
lage expansion project. If its appli-
cation for a $9.7 million grant is ap-
proved, the loan will fund the pur-
chase of land for the project, which 
will allow the town to keep 100% of 
the proceeds from the sale of that 
land for 40 proposed housing lots. 
The select board said the bond will 
not be needed If the grant is not 
approved.

Social media posts over the 
past several days have raised con-
cerns about community mem-
ber’s conflicts of interest and about 
building in wetlands, which others 
say will not happen.

In a post on the eve of the vote, 
Walker Usenza Blackwell wrote, 
“Increasing the housing stock 
will add to the town’s coffers and 
lower people’s tax and water/sewer 
bills. This plan keeps hard-earned 
money IN OUR HANDS if it goes 
forward and if we get the DR grant 
and if the development happens. 

“We all lift each other up in 
this tiny financial pond. We need 
more lifters!”

Commenting on that post, 

election day, Tuesday, Plainfield’s 
emergency management direc-
tor Michael Cerulli Billingsley 
wrote, “We have a total of 27 res-
idential buildings in for buyout 
right now [containing] 41 hous-
ing units, counting 4 units earlier 
buyout-approved from 2023. (Two 
had dropped out.) 21 of those 41 
housing units were lost and un-
liveable after the 2024 flood, and 
the remaining 20 continue to be 
occupied. 15 of the 21 lost and un-
liveable housing units were occu-
pied by renters at the time of the 
flood, including one mobile home, 
and 6 were owner-occupied. Many 
of the displaced are of modest 
income.”

Cabot is asking voters for per-
mission to use up to $250,000 of 
the roughly $1,000,000 currently 

in its Cabot Community Invest-
ment Fund for flood related capital 
projects.

$150,000 of that would serve 
as the 10% matching funds for a 
grant application currently pend-
ing for approximately $1.5 mil-
lion to fund the replacement of the 
bridge at Menard Brook, the Rec 
Field tributary, and raising of the 
adjacent road beds.

Up to $30,000 would cover the 
cost of obtaining legal easements 
from adjacent landowners to allow 
for the the bridge reconstruction; 

Then, an additional amount of 
not more than $20,000 to cover the 
cost of test borings on Lyford Brook 
(the Village Center tributary) to 
determine the feasibility of install-
ing debris catchers to limit damage 
in future floods.Vote

Continued From Page One
At the July 9 select board 

meeting, purchase was approved 
and the board signed a sales agree-
ment with Brindlee Mountain 
Fire Apparatus, contingent on 
financing. 

Article II, to abate taxes for the 
Caspian Lake beach, owned by the 
town of Hardwick, states Greens-
boro has never charged Hardwick 
taxes on the beach, which is used 
by residents of both communi-
ties. A recently-passed law states 
that education taxes are not to be 
charged to Hardwick. It is only in 
the ‘definitions’ section of the law 
that it identifies ‘municipal taxes’ 
for levy, unless the voters forgive 
taxes. This can be done for up to 
five years, which the ballot ques-
tion asks voters to approve. 

Article III, to enact a local op-
tion tax, proposes to add a 1% tax 
on short term rentals, meals and 
served liquor\. 

Discussion at a June select 

board meeting deferred the ques-
tion to the July meeting, with the 
eventual decision made to add a 
local option tax of 1% to the state’s 
9% rooms and meals taxes as well 
as the 10% tax on served alcohol, 
raising those taxes to 10% and 11%.

At that meeting, Christine 
Armstrong said current room sales 
in Greensboro approach $1 million 
per year. The additional 1% room 
tax would roughly raise $10,000. 
The state would keep 25%, sending 
back $7,500 to the town annually.

The town won’t need to collect 
the tax. The amount would be in-
cluded with sales taxes paid to the 
state by those providing rooms, 
meals and serving alcohol,. The 
applicable taxes would be then be 
sent to the town. 

Residents can get absentee 
ballots via the town clerk by mail, 
or in person at the town offices. Ab-
sentee ballots can be mailed, put in 
the drop box outside the clerk’s of-
fice or brought to the town hall on 
voting day. 
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Greensboro Halloween Trick or Treat Trail

Beth Belote (left) in a blue donkey costume and her mother Penny Bretschnei-
der of Greensboro were at one of 27 sites giving away candy along Breezy 
Avenue, East Avenue and Wilson Street for the Greensboro Halloween Trick 
or Treat Trail, October 31.                                   photo by Vanessa Fournier

Oscar Peters, Logan Gravel and Olivia Peters of Albany trick or treated in the 
rain along the Greensboro Halloween trail, as did many others. 

photo by Vanessa Fournier

Left: Andy Kehler (left) and Victoria Von 
Hessert (center) joined Jerilyn Virden 
(right) at her house on Wilson Street 
to help pass out candy for the annual 
Greensboro Halloween Trick or Treat 
Trail held Halloween night. 

photo by Vanessa Fournier

Nate Gordon (third from left) and his children Solana 
(left), Luna and Gloria of West Glover joined many 
who attended the annual Greensboro Halloween 
Trick or Treat Trail, organized by the Greensboro 
United Church of Christ. 

photo by Vanessa Fournier

Left: Jess and Maynard Bartlett Jr. as Ernie and Bert 
give candy away in the front of their Greensboro Ga-
rage during the Greensboro Halloween Trick or Treat 
trail held Halloween night. 

photo by Vanessa Fournier
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Hardwick community nonprofit moving across the road

Volunteers paint the exterior of the 
Civic Standard’s new headquarters 
in Hardwick.                                              
photo courtesy of the Civic Standard

The Civic Standard is moving from its offices in the former Hardwick Gazette 
building, foreground, to a location across the street in Hardwick. Seen on 
Tuesday, Oct. 21.                                       photo by Glenn Russell, VTDigger 

by K. Fiegenbaum, VTDigger

HARDWICK – Hardwick’s 
community-building organiza-
tion The Civic Standard has spent 
the better part of the past year 
weighing what to do with its dilap-
idated headquarters in the oldest 
building on Main Street. The group 
has enlisted experts to assess its 
structure, applied for funding and 
solicited input from anyone and in 
any way they could.

In the end, the answer turned 
out to be right across the street.

In early September, the three-
year-old nonprofit, which specializ-
es in “grand and tiny experiments 
in getting together,” purchased a 
three-story building at 39 S. Main 
St. The structure, built in the 
1920s, was most recently a flow-
er shop put on the market because 
the owner needed to move closer 
to their family, the business owner 
said in a social media post. Prior, 
the space had a long life as a gro-
cery store.

The new building not only 
meets the Civic’s needs, “but al-
lows us the space to dream far be-
yond them,” the nonprofit wrote 
in  a newsletter announcing the 
purchase. “We imagine fami-
ly-style meals at long dining ta-
bles, more accessible live music 
performances, an upstairs café run 
by local teenagers after school, a 
year-round costume library, ample 
studio space for the creation of 
new shows, and on goes the list of 
dreams.”

Civic co-founder and Execu-
tive Director Rose Friedman said 
earlier this month that it feels like 
a big leap for the young organiza-
tion to make mortgage payments 
(the building cost $352,000). How-
ever, she noted that the communi-
ty support for the Civic has “made 
it really clear that there is wide-
spread valuing of what we offer, 
which is a pretty simple mission to 
get people together, often with this 
commitment to low-barrier, acces-
sible programming for all the kinds 
of people in our community.”

Historically, the organization’s 
work has included everything from 

“Hardwick State,” a townwide, 
weekend-long free pop-up univer-
sity, to game nights and  facilitat-
ing the creation of a local skate 
park. The group also produces the-
ater performances by, for and about 
Hardwick. This past weekend, the 
Civic wrapped up five sold-out per-
formances of an “immersive soap 
opera” which explored the “unspo-
ken tensions” that exist in town 
through a fictional wedding be-
tween a young woman who grew 
up in Hardwick and a young man 
from Connecticut who grew up 
summering on Caspian Lake.

The growing nonprofit, which 
has received state and  nation-
al publicity and acclaim for its in-
novative work in rural commu-
nity revitalization, took up resi-
dence in the then-vacant, longtime 
Hardwick Gazette building in the 
spring of 2022 and made it into a 
“living room on Main Street.” That 
building was eventually donated to 
them.

“It was very much not at all 
suited to any of our needs, but it 
had the location,” Friedman told 
VTDigger in March. “In my mind, 
we took something that wasn’t 
being used and we tried to get it 
useful again, both for our purpos-
es and to serve the community’s 
needs.”

The building slopes wild-
ly toward the Lamoille River and 
needs, at the very least, its foun-
dation stabilized, exterior painted 
and roof replaced just to retain in-
surance. It is also the only build-
ing in downtown Hardwick located 
in the designated floodway, Fried-
man said, which makes work sig-
nificantly more complicated and 
expensive.

When the Civic’s board was 
facing that “first layer of repairs” 
this past winter, it started contem-
plating whether patching up the 
building was the right move, or if 
it might cause its mission to drift 
into the “can of worms” that is pre-
serving an old building, Friedman 
said.

Then, “literally, within that 
month,” she said, “the ‘for sale’ sign 
went up right across the street” at 
the flower shop.

As Friedman explained, there 
are not a lot of buildings in town 
that fit the Civic’s needs. Many 
have the same structural issues 
that tend to come with old build-
ings, and most others are small 
storefronts that lack space or a 
commercial kitchen, the key for the 
Civic’s popular free weekly com-
munity suppers. The former flower 
shop, however, checked the boxes, 
with more than double the space 
on the ground floor.

Friedman and the Civic spent 
this year pursuing all of the options 

at once, furthering the building 
purchase, as well as repair assess-
ments, while continuing the pub-
lic conversation about what the 
Civic should do. The organization 
wrote newsletters soliciting feed-
back, held public meetings and 
had “countless conversations with 
all kinds of neighbors and local ex-
perts, from appraisers, to river sci-
entists, to the kids who regular-
ly stop by for popsicles,” said the 
newsletter about the decision.

“Those conversations have 
been overwhelmingly towards the 
move; people have been very sup-
portive and very clear that this 
was the right thing for our organi-
zation,” Friedman said.

That support has been finan-
cial as well. Around the time the or-
ganization closed on its new build-
ing, it had raised just over half 
of the $400,000 goal for its “New 
Home Fund,” which Friedman said 
will cover the cost of the build-
ing, as well as some minor repairs. 
Many have also donated items or 
volunteered their time to paint the 
place inside and out.

What happens, then, to the 
building the Civic is moving out of 
at 42 S. Main St.?

“Most people have felt a ‘it’ll 
be what it’s supposed to be,’ kind 
of thing,” Friedman said. “It’s a 
beautiful historic building and it’s 
important to the downtown land-
scape and also it might be that the 
landscape around it has changed 
enough to make it difficult to be 
worth saving.”

Earlier this month, the Civic 
put out  a call for letters of inter-
est  from anyone who wants to 
“maintain the building as a cultur-
al and community asset to Hard-
wick” on a temporary or perma-
nent basis.

Friedman said the organi-
zation is open to all kinds of proj-
ects that could utilize the building. 
According to rough assessments, 
shared on the Civic’s website, the 

three base repairs that need to 
be completed to maintain insur-
ance coverage would cost around 
$140,000.

While the Civic is stepping 
away from doing that repair work 
itself, it’s also not condemning the 
space, Friedman said.

“This doesn’t have to be our 
decision alone,” she said. “We’ve 
made the decision that we are not 
going to save it, that that’s not 
going to be part of our mission. But 
that doesn’t mean that somebody 
else can’t.”

The Civic is accepting letters 
until Dec. 1, which is also around 
when the organization hopes to 
start hosting public events in its 
new building. If a new owner for 
the oldest building on Main Street 
is not found, another option could 
come into play.

In late February, the Civic 
entered the structure into the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency’s buyout program, which 
would cover the costs of demol-
ishing the structure and return-
ing the property to green space 
and the floodplain. The organiza-
tion can back out of the program 
any time and the current time-
line gives them about two years to 
make a decision.

“We’re just trying to get it ei-
ther into the next set of hands 
that’s going to care for it, or into its 
next life,” Friedman said.

For Friedman, the most mean-
ingful part of the move is that the 
Civic will continue to hold a posi-
tion in the heart of town instead 
of being relegated to an out-of-the-
way space, she said.

The “place where you can 
gather and meet people that you 
wouldn’t otherwise run into” can 
be kept “front and center and, say, 
as important as having a grocery 
store and a bookstore and a cof-
feeshop and the places to eat and 
the places that you need to buy the 
things you need,” she said.
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Maple Corner saves Curtis Pond Dam

The newly reconstructed Curtis Pond dam in Maple Corner on October 5, 2025.
photo by Mason Singer

The historic Curtis Pond dam in Maple Corner overwhelmed and near washing 
out on July 11, 2013.                                                photo by Betty Copeland

Calais state Rep. Marc Mihaly leads a toast to the newly reconstructed Curtis 
Pond dam in Maple Corner.                                       photo by Mason Singer

by Mason Singer 

CALAIS – Thanks to a three-
decade-long community endeavor, 
Maple Corner’s historic Curtis Pond 
dam is once again safe and sound. 

Completion of the longtime ef-
fort to replace the endangered Cal-
ais dam and preserve the scenic 
pond behind it was celebrated in fine 
fashion on a sunny and unseason-
ably warm fall day, Octpber 5.

A crowd gathered at the Maple 
Corner Community Center for 
cake and ice cream, followed by 
two pond-related videos. The dam’s 
nearest neighbor, Don Heise, and his 
locally famous hand puppet, Bucky 
the Beaver, thanked “Dam Nation” 
(otherwise known as generous sup-
porters) and spoke about the endur-
ing importance of the pond, likening 
it to “that one house in the neighbor-
hood where everyone goes.” 

The party then moved to the 
nearby dam for a champagne toast. 
Glasses in hand, the group, led 
by Calais state Rep. Marc Mihaly 
(D-Washington-6) toasted the newly 
restored dam. Poet Geoff Hewitt 
then read a light-hearted ode to the 
pond, and “for the last time” musi-
cian Lewis Franco performed an 
original song titled “Hell or High 
Water.” 

Although work on the new dam 
officially began a little over a year 
ago, the path to reconstruction start-
ed about 30 years earlier when dam 
neighbors Don and Bev Heise first 
noticed large and worrisome “piles 
of gravel washout” at its base. This 
proved a forewarning; behind its 
picturesque facing, the barrier was 
slowly deteriorating. 

A dam has existed at the site 
since around 1813, when it helped 
power a grain mill. The current 
dam was built later, in 1900, and 
despite its simple stone rubble ma-
terial, proved remarkably durable. 
Its failure would threaten the thriv-
ing village store and its renowned 
Whammy Bar, numerous homes, the 

restored community center, and an 
historic water powered sawmill. The 
heart of the village and roads would 
likely be washed away and with it, 
Curtis Pond.

Though the need for recon-
struction was obvious, the means to 
that end proved difficult and costly. 
Over the years numerous efforts to 
fix the structure faced substantial 
obstacles, regulatory, legal, finan-
cial, and stalled. There was no sim-
ple path forward.

In the interim, residents 
worked diligently, sometimes he-
roically, to maintain the crumbling 
structure and save the 72-acre pond, 
home to much wildlife and a hub for 
year-round activities, such as fish-
ing, swimming, ice-skating, boating, 
and, a local favorite, pond hockey.

Bev Heise and Betty Copeland 
both vividly recalled group struggles 
to save the dam — working through 
the night to cover it in tarps and re-
inforce the stone during intense 
storms — as it overflowed and came 
close to washing out.

Finally, cobbling together re-
pairs was no longer viable, and in 
2019 residents formed the Cur-
tis Pond Association to steward the 
pond and save it as a lasting natu-
ral resource. 

The passing years and ex-
treme weather took a toll on the 
dam’s structural integrity, and also 
increased the cost of replacement, 
rising from around $400,000 to a 
daunting $1.2 million. The small 
community of 1,667 responded with 
a variety of fundraising efforts: 
benefit concerts, online auctions, 
boat rides, parade floats, special-
ly brewed beers, and more. Gifts, 
such as proceeds from the infamous 
“Men of Maple Corner” calendars, 
piled up. After hundreds of hours of 
work, partial funding for the dam 
was eventually secured by a town 
bond, federal American Rescue Plan 
Act funds, generous donations, and 
a private loan to the association. 

John Rosenblum, whose home 

overlooks the pond, remarked that 
each unfulfilled attempt had been 
important and served to provide the 
foundation for subsequent work, 
and “without those earlier efforts 
the dam might never have been 
rebuilt.”

The new structure, designed 
by Debois & King and built by He-
bert Excavation, is fabricated of ce-
ment secured into bedrock and then 
fronted by stone salvaged from the 
old dam. Finished, its appearance 
is designed to mimic its humble, 
but much-admired, predecessor and 
should last well into the future. 

Curtis Pond Association mem-
ber Marge Sweeney, who has com-
piled a comprehensive timeline of the 
various rescue efforts and the many 
people who made it possible, noted 
that the $100,000 loan remains to be 

fully paid off and that fundraising 
continues. Sweeney’s detailed ac-
counting of people and financing, “It 
Takes a Community,” can be found 
at curtispond.org, where donations 
can also be made.

As the party broke up, and a 
harvest moon rose over the tranquil 
pond, there was no fear of flooding. 
The summer drought had lowered 
water levels significantly, but the 
dam now remains strong and ready 
when the rains do come again. In the 
fading light, CPA member, general 
store manager, and the town’s un-
official mayor, Jamie Moorby, noted, 
“If we hadn’t finally done it when we 
did, we’d have lost the pond. We re-
ally dodged a bullet.

This article first appeared in 
the October edition of the Bridge, 
covering central Vermont.
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HCTV appoints MacKenzie executive director

Circus Smirkus Director Schiffer cautiously optimistic

New town website goes live
by Paul Fixx

CRAFTSBURY – A  new web-
site at craftsbury.gov debuted Oc-
tober 1. The site has links to se-
lect board and other meeting ar-
chives with agendas, minutes and 
videos. 

The  website  introduces the 
town  by  saying,  “Founded in 
1789, Craftsbury is one of Ver-
mont’s oldest and most pictur-
esque towns. With its classic 
New England village green, his-
toric buildings, and panoramic 
views of the Green Mountains, 

Craftsbury offers a timeless 
charm. Our community values 
heritage, sustainability and a 
strong connection to the land — 
making it a special place to visit, 
live and grow.

Craftsbury Website Commit-
tee members Michelle Warren, 

Donald Houghton and Victo-
ria Hudson are term limited to 
one year, with the site noting 
they and the Town of Craftsbury 
Selectboard reserve the right to 
refuse submissions if it is consid-
ered inappropriate or not direct-
ly related to Craftsbury.

by Paul Fixx

HARDWICK – “Lance MacK-
enzie will be filling the roll [sic] of 
[HCTV] Executive Director. Lance 
has been a field producer with HCTV 
for a year now, so you may know him 
as ‘Lance on Camera,’” said an Oc-
tober 31 email message and a blog 
post on the Hardwick Community 
Television (HCTV) website. 

The appointment comes 
less than two months after the 

station celebrated its twentieth 
anniversary with the release of 
a video titled “HCTV Celebrates 
20 Years” that is available on 
the station’s YouTube channel @
hardwickcommunitytelevision.

May 27, 2026, will mark 20 
years since Hardwick Town Man-
ager Dan Hill and Hardwick Select 
Board Chair Todd Delerichliere 
joined then-HCTV Station Manag-
er Robin Grant for a ribbon cutting 
to open HCTV’s third floor studio 

and office in the Hardwick Memo-
rial Building. 

Minutes of the September 
24 HCTV meeting indicate “[for-
mer director] Macy [Molleur] has 
moved out of state, and has contin-
ued working for HCTV remotely, 
but that is wrapping up. A job post-
ing for the position of executive di-
rector received four applicants. 
Jim and Rachel will meet with 
one applicant soon, and will re-
port back to the board.” No further 

information was available about 
activity between that meeting and 
the announcement.

HCTV is a community ac-
cess PEG (Public, Education, Gov-
ernment) cable TV station and 
media center, serving Hardwick, 
Woodbury and Greensboro. It op-
erates as a nonprofit, funded by 
cable subscribers, underwriters 
and donors to cover local meetings, 
Hazen Union sports and communi-
ty events.

by Paul Fixx

GREENSBORO – As the big 
top tents came down early in Octo-
ber, Circus Smirkus Executive and 
Artistic Director Rachel Schiffer 
was already looking at scenarios 
for the 2026 season, while focusing 
on fundraising in the short-term.

The organization’s usual staff 
of seven or eight people has re-
cently managed three programs: a 
Big Top Tour, a summer camp and 
year-round school residencies. 

Three people staff the 

organization now as it evaluates 
next steps, with Schiffer saying, “I 
feel good about what the communi-
ty response has been to our recent 
fundraising.”

She’s “cautiously optimis-
tic about ending the year in a bet-
ter position than we had originally 
anticipated.”

That’s in part because the or-
ganization had raised $100,000 to-
ward its $400,000 goal by late Sep-
tember. In early October she wrote, 
“A generous group of Smirkus 
friends has come forward with a 

Matching Gift Challenge! Every 
donation made between now and 
November 1 will be matched dol-
lar-for-dollar up to $100,000.”

We’re about three quarters of 
the way toward reaching the goal 
Schiffer said last week.

“There’s energy coalesc-
ing around the Big Top with good 
steps being made there and a goal 
of building a more sustainable 
model,” she said. “Perhaps as a 
stepping stone to the future.”

In recent years the Big Top 
Tour has involved 30 performing 

children, who have rehearsed for 
three weeks early in the summer, 
then gone on tour through the sum-
mer. Five to seven summer camp 
sessions have been held for chil-
dren ranging in age from five to 18.

Schiffer says current staff has 
the capacity to plan and deliver 
2026 programs, though the specif-
ic sessions may be different from 
what they’ve been in the past.

Smirkus finances were af-
fected this summer due to ris-
ing costs and lower than expect-
ed ticket sales, as well as a signif-
icant hit from the tariff on a new 
tent shipped from overseas, said 
Schiffer.

Helicopter flyovers begin Nov. 3 
PLAINFIELD, MARSH-

FIELD – Beginning the week of 
November 3, weather permitting, 
there will be a low-flying red heli-
copter flying over the Great Brook 
and the Winooski River. This he-
licopter will be collecting LIDAR 

(Light Detection and Ranging) 
data as part of a study of the 
river. The study is being fund-
ed and managed by the state of 
Vermont. 

The helicopter will head up over 
parts of Plainfield, as far as John 

Fowler Road, and western Marshfield. 
This is not government sur-

veillance. The helicopter was re-
quested. Plainfield has two Haz-
ard Mitigation projects under-
way, one to understand the im-
pact of Batchelder Dam removal, 

and the other to understand how 
the Great Brook behaves in order 
to plan road repairs or realign-
ment. These low-altitude (under 
500’) scans will show the exact 
brook and river width, depth and 
direction. 

HU’s HUGS Club awarded $10,000 grant
by Orleans Southwest  
Supervisory Union

HARDWICK –  Hazen Union 
High School’s Gay-Straight Alli-
ance (GSA), known as the HUGS 
Club, has been awarded a $10,000 
Changemakers grant from the It 
Gets Better Project to support a 
student-led initiative: a two-day 
regional queer youth dance and 
summit.The Hazen Union HUGS 
Club is a community-centered club 
focused on uniting queer-identified 
and -allied youth.

The grant will fund an event or-
ganized by and for Hazen students, 
designed to bring queer youth to-
gether from across the region to 

connect, build community and to 
encourage queer joy and resilience. 
The summit will feature a diverse 
range of programming, including 
workshops, trainings, guest speak-
ers and experiences aimed at uplift-
ing and empowering queer youth.

“Being a queer person in a 
small town is hard, and it’s even 
harder for queer youth who don’t 
always have a car, a good support 
system at home, or just a place 
where they can really be them-
selves,” said a HUGS Club youth 
leader who helped develop the proj-
ect and assisted with the grant ap-
plication process. “That’s why this 
project is so important: we want 
to give queer youth a place where 

they can learn more about them-
selves, meet other queer people 
from all around Vermont, and be in 
a space where they feel supported.”

The It Gets Better Project’s 
Changemakers grant program sup-
ports innovative, youth-led proj-
ects that create positive change 
for LGBTQ+ young people in their 
communities. Hazen’s HUGS Club 
was selected from a competitive 
pool of applicants nationwide for 
their vision of creating a safe, af-
firming space for regional queer 
youth to gather and thrive.

Details about the queer youth 
dance and summit, including dates 
and registration information, will 
be announced in coming weeks.
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See CHOICE, next page

Redistricting task force grapples with school choice

Jennifer Botzojourns, third from right, makes a presentation during a meeting 
of the school district redistricting task force in Winooski on Tuesday, Oct. 28. 

photo by Glenn Russell/VTDigger

Rep. Rebecca Holcombe, D-Norwich, listens to a presentation during a meeting 
of the school district redistricting task force in Winooski on Tuesday, Oct. 28. 

photo by Glenn Russell/VTDigger

by Corey McDonald,  
VTDigger

MONTPELIER – The group 
considered several kinds of merg-
ers that would reduce costs across 
the state, including for school dis-
tricts that provide families choice 
when there are public schools in 
neighboring districts.

Protect Vermont’s school 
choice system: That was the loud 
and clear message to the Vermont 
school redistricting task force 
during its Oct. 22 public forum at 
Rutland High School.

But some task force mem-
bers see putting guardrails around 
school choice as one way to reduce 
costs for public education across 
the state.

At the same forum in Rutland, 
task force members also heard 
from Barstow school district board 
chair Debbie Singiser, who testified 
about the impact of school choice 
on her community. State taxpayers 
were “increasingly funding educa-
tion for students with limited or 
only temporary ties to our commu-
nity,” she told them.

Indeed, in the past five years, 
half of the 122 students who re-
ceived public funding to attend pri-
vate schools through Barstow Uni-
fied Union School District did not 
graduate from Barstow Memori-
al School’s 8th grade. And nearly 
half of the students using the tu-
ition system from Barstow’s dis-
trict in the past five years attended 
Killington Mountain School, a ski 
academy.

The data, compiled by task 
force members, supports Singiser’s 
comments at the public forum sug-
gesting families are “moving into 
our school district to take advan-
tage of that school choice and the 
tuition for high school.” That raises 
costs of taxpayers statewide, task 
force members argued.

“None of this is technically il-
legal. I mean, it’s just, is this what 

we want for our public school sys-
tem?” Singiser said in an interview 
earlier this year. “We’re talking 
about how public education is get-
ting expensive, and our property 
taxpayers are struggling, and when 
I look at that happening, I feel like 
we should fix that problem.”

During the task force’s Tues-
day meeting, David Wolk, Gov. Phil 
Scott’s appointee to the task force, 
said it “shocked” him when he saw 
the data around tuition out of Bar-
stow. He called it a problem that 
the Legislature “has got to change.”

“There has to be guardrails. 
There has to be some way to change 
this,” Wolk said. “It’s not right.”

As the state’s school redistrict-
ing task force continues its work 
to craft new school district maps, 
members are taking a microscope 
to the intricacies of the state’s 119 
school districts and 52 supervisory 
union or supervisory districts, and 
highlighting some of the inefficien-
cies in school districts like Barstow.

The 11 members of the body 
have spent three months analyz-
ing the state’s complex public edu-
cation system, with one month left 
to go. The group is tasked with de-
veloping no more than three maps 
of new school boundaries for the 
Vermont Legislature to consider 
for the upcoming legislative ses-
sion, which starts in early January.

So far, the task force has three 
map proposals in development. 
One creates 13 school districts to 
emphasize broader access to exist-
ing career and technical education 
opportunities. Another focuses on 
creating regional comprehensive 
high schools for underserved (and 
over-served) regions.

The third seeks to organize 
merged districts around region-
al BOCES, or a Board of Cooper-
ative Educational Services, a type 
of educational governance entity 
used widely in New York and other 
states to help school districts col-
laborate on services such as special 

education and transportation.
That map, drafted by task 

force members Jennifer Botzo-
jorns and Rep. Rebecca Holcombe, 
D-Norwich, takes the first stab at 
highlighting in detail where the 
state could target mergers and 
why.

Among other suggestions for 
mergers is Barstow, which Bot-
zojorns and Holcombe said could 
be absorbed by the Rutland City 
School District as a way to control 
costs.

But time is limited. The task 
force has only two meetings left be-
fore it is required to finalize a re-
port with three maps. Rep. Edye 
Graning, the co-chair of the task 
force, on Tuesday called it a “her-
culean” task for the body.

“I just keep coming back to the 
time crunch. We don’t have enough 
time,” Graning said. “We just don’t 
have the time to do the work … 
with the quality and level of detail 
that we would all love to be able to 
do it in. It makes me sad, because 
this is a big deal.”

At the task force’s meeting on 
Tuesday, Botzojorn and Holcombe 
discussed three examples of areas 
where enrollment and resources 
were either declining or not being 
used efficiently, and where the 
state could look to merge districts.

These different cases were 
meant to show the kind of detailed 
analysis needed to determine 
where specifically to draw district 
lines in a way that both reduces 
the cost to taxpayers and increas-
es access to opportunities for stu-
dents, they said. 

Those merged districts would 
then be overlayed with cooperative 
education service areas to allow 
collaboration on shared expenses 
like travel and special education.

One example is typified by the 
state’s capital region, which “has a 
unique opportunity to coordinate” 
high schools in Barre, Montpelier 
and Twinfield, Botzojorn said.

This kind of area has “strand-
ed costs,” where student enroll-
ment was dropping faster than the 
disparate school districts’ ability 
to decrease costs. Costs at these 
school districts remained the same 
despite enrollment declines, put-
ting financial stress on the overall 
system.

Merging districts could also 
improve access and save costs in 
districts like the Bennington-Rut-
land Supervisory Union. There, 
public school funds are being used 
to pay tuition for private schools in 
choice systems, siphoning tax dol-
lars spent by the state away from 
the public school, Holcombe and 
Botzojorn argued. 

In that supervisory union, the 
Winhall School District, a non-op-
erating district, could be merged 
into the neighboring Tacon-
ic and Green School District to 
bolster overall enrollment and 
per-pupil-spending.

And in their third example, 
Holcombe and Botzojorn discussed 
areas with “sparsity loss,” where 
schools have become so small they 
may be considering closure. The 
proposal pointed to towns like 
Danville, Windham, West River, 
Twin Valley, Readsboro, Stamford 
and Halifax as examples. Merging 
in these districts would strengthen 
the isolated public schools, so they 
don’t close and potentially create 
regions with public school deserts.

Task force members on Tues-
day also looked again at a map first 
proposed by Wolk and Sen. Scott 
Beck, R-Caldeonia, earlier this 
month. That map would create 13 
school districts that closely mirror 
the state’s 15 career and technical 
education regions, each identified 
by the technical education center 
that anchors it.

The proposal aims to expand 
career and technical education op-
portunities to students and honor 
“school choice where it presently 
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exists,” Wolk said.
A revised version tweaked 

some of the boundaries in exist-
ing districts, but little else was 
changed from the map’s first it-
eration. District sizes remained 
lopsided. One district covering 
Chittenden County and a part of 
Grand Isle County would have 
nearly 22,000 students, while the 
smallest, the River Bend Area 
District, would have just over 
2,000 students.

Another proposal, developed 
by Holcombe and Jay Badams, 
would center a new map around 
comprehensive regional high 
schools.

By identifying and target-
ing construction aid at regional 
high schools, the state could in-
centivize neighboring districts to 
collaborate on the design and de-
velopment of new regional high 
schools and potentially access 
state construction aid. Shared 
governance would then ensure 
communities retain a voice in 
how schools meet the needs of 
students, Badams said.

“If we were to designate the 
areas that we identify as like-
ly sites for comprehensive pub-
lic high schools, we could give 
(school districts) their own desig-
nation and give them priority in 
school construction funding and 
other things,” Badams said.

Badams, like the other pre-
senters, called his proposal “half 
baked.” The exact number and lo-
cation of the regional high schools 
has not yet been finalized. But he 
noted on Tuesday that the three 
map proposals shared so far 

all have elements that could be 
worked into each other. 

“I think if we could weave 
them together a little better, we 
might be on to something that 
can be actionable,” he said

All three proposals, however, 
have yet to address how new dis-
tricts would be governed. Specif-
ically, which district governance 
model would be used, supervisory 
districts or supervisory unions.

Both models provide back of-
fice functions such as account-
ing and payroll and may oversee 
the provision of special education 
services and curriculum coordi-
nation. But the two systems dif-
fer in their structure. Superviso-
ry unions are made up of school 
districts that each have their 
own board of directors, while su-
pervisory districts have only one 
governing board.

Badams called governance 
the task force’s stumbling block. 
“We have three maps on the table 
right now that don’t really get to 
the whole idea of governance in 
a way that was contemplated” by 
the legislature, he said.

“We’re tinkering,” he said. 
“We’re trying to make an omelette 
without breaking a single egg.”

The task force will continue 
to flesh out its proposals for their 
Nov. 10 meeting. Members are 
expected to vote on which maps 
to recommend to the legislature 
at its final meeting next month.

“None of us wants to upset 
anyone,” Graning said, “and at 
the same time, that’s what we’ve 
been asked to do, is to make 
recommendations.”

This story was first pub-

lished on VTDigger, October 31, 

2025, 5:16 p.m.

Alyssa Bennett, a small mammals biologist with VT Fish and Wildlife, showed 
bats she had taxidermied herself during a talk about she gave at the Jeude-
vine Memorial Library last week, on October 28. Twenty people attended the 
talk during International Bat Week, learning about the nine species of bats in 
Vermont, each with unique habitat needs and threats.

photo by Diane Grenkow

Ready for the sari fashion show at the Child Haven benefit, November 1, (from 
left) are Fiona Creaven of Glover, Indriel Boyer of Walden, Aquilla Lowell of 
Montpelier and Oria Boyer of Walden. 

photo by Vanessa Fournier
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Federal websites and the Hatch Act
Americans visiting the U.S. Department of Agriculture 

(USDA) Food and Nutrition Service website to learn what 
might be happening with their Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program (SNAP) benefits, which have been threatened 
to end on November 1, during the Federal Government 
shutdown, have seen some version of yesterday’s message 
copied below, with the main difference being the number of 
votes it indicates:

“Senate Democrats have now voted 13 times to not fund 
the food stamp program, also known as the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). Bottom line, the well 
has run dry. At this time, there will be no benefits issued 
November 01. We are approaching an inflection point for 
Senate Democrats. They can continue to hold out for healthcare 
for illegal aliens and gender mutilation procedures or reopen 
the government so mothers, babies, and the most vulnerable 
among us can receive critical nutrition assistance.”

While I write this, a message at the top of the White House 
website shows, “Democrats have shut down the government 
for: 34d, 0h, 24m, 11s.”

At the USDA Forest Service website, a message reads: 
“The Radical Left Democrats shut down the government. This 
government website will be updated periodically during the 
funding lapse for mission critical functions. President Trump 
has made it clear he wants to keep the government open and 
support those who feed, fuel, and clothe the American people.”

A similar message at the Health and Human Services 
website indicates, “Mission-critical activities of HHS will 
continue during the Democrat-led government shutdown. 
Please use this site as a resource as the Trump Administration 
works to reopen the government for the American people.”

Perhaps not surprisingly, the Supreme Court website 
indicates only, “Due to a lapse of appropriations, the Supreme 
Court Building will be closed to the public until further notice. 
The Building will remain open for official business,” making 
no mention of Democrats. 

And the website uscourts.gov follows that lead with 
“Funding Lapse: Judiciary operations are limited due to the 
government shutdown.”

Why doesn’t the U.S. court system mention Democrats as 
the cause of the federal shutdown when other federal depart-
ments do? One doesn’t have to look far for an answer.

The U.S. Office of Special Counsel has a section detailing 
provisions of ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​The Hatch Act, a federal law passed in 1939, 
that limits certain political activities of federal employees, 
as well as some state, D.C., and local government employees 
who work in connection with federally funded programs. 

There we learn that “​The law’s purposes are to ensure 
that federal programs are administered in a nonpartisan 
fashion, to protect federal employees from political coercion 
in the workplace, and to ensure that federal employees are 
advanced based on merit and not based on political affiliation.”​​​​ ​​

Under the act certain less-restricted employees may 
“Express opinions about candidates and issues. If the expression 
is political activity, however – i.e., activity directed at the 
success or failure of a political party, candidate for partisan 
political office, or partisan political group – then the expression 
is not permitted while the employee is on duty, in any federal 
room or building, while wearing a uniform or official insignia, 
or using any federally owned or leased vehicle​.”

I’m not an attorney and don’t intend to litigate any issue 
here, I simply ask, how is it that the messages shared above 
get posted on official U.S. websites, presumably with someone 
in the chain of people that does so, being on the federal payroll?

And, how do federal courts seemingly operate with the 
Hatch Act in mind when other departments seem to operate 
differently?

Then finally, I suggest that anyone who has attempted 
to negotiate anything has likely learned that a successful 
negotiation requires talking with the other party and not 
continuing to vote on the same intractable question.

Paul Fixx, editor

No one else is covering your town, your 
sports teams, your events, your town govern-
ment. Democracy needs news. We need you. 
We exist because of your support

Keep local news alive.
DONATE NOW
at hardwickgazette.org/donate
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Woodsmoke by Julie Atwood

“HOW IS IT POSSIBLE TO BE BEST WHEN YOUR 
HUSBAND IS ALLOWING CHILDREN TO BE ZIP-TIED 

AND DRAGGED NAKED FROM THEIR BEDS?”

Wednesday, November 5
Stannard Town School Board, 

first Wednesday, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m., 
Stannard Town Hall.

Wolcott Select Board, first 
Wednesday of month, 6 p.m.

Thursday, November 6
Hardwick Select Board, first 

Thursday of month, 6 p.m.
Monday, November 10
Calais Select Board, second 

Monday of month, 7 p.m.
Tuesday, November 11

     Hardwick Energy Committee 
Meeting, 6 p.m., Hardwick 
Memorial Building, 20 Church 
St., 1st Floor. Information: Bill 
Chidsey, (802) 249-6004, Energy.
CoordinatorHardwickVT.org.

Wednesday, November 12
Craftsbry Town School Board, 

second Wednesday, 6 to 8 p.m., 
Commons Room, Craftsbury 
Academy.

Greensboro Select Board, 
second Wednesday of month, 6:30 
p.m.

Thursday, November 13
Mountain View Union 

Elementary School Board, second 
Thursday, 6 to 8 p.m., alternating 
among the three campuses. 

Town Clerks

Cabot: cabotvt.us
Calais: calaisvermont.gov
Craftsbury: townofcraftsbury.com
Greensboro: greensborovt.gov
Hardwick: hardwickvt.org
Marshfield: town.marshfield.vt.us
Plainfield: plainfieldvt.us
Stannard: Stannard town clerk: 
(802) 533-2577, open Wed., 8-noon, 
townofstannard@myfairpoint.net
Walden: waldenvt.gov 
Wolcott: wolcottvt.org
Woodbury: woodburyvt.org

People who made it possible
by Willem Lange

EAST MONTPELIER – “Mister Lange,” Judge Murphy intoned. 
“In the State of New York you are allowed to amass eight points 
in fourteen months on your driver’s license before a review of its 
status must be held. You have managed to amass fourteen points in 
eight months. Now, what do you imagine will be the result of this 
hearing?”

I don’t remember what I murmured in response, but I was 
mentally noting the touch of humor in the judge’s otherwise sober 
demeanor as he described my record.

“I notice that your wife is obviously pregnant and I have a 
letter from your seasonal employer stating that your truck driving 
job will be restarting next month. But if I don’t take your license 
for a reasonable amount of time, Albany will take it, and God alone 
knows when you’ll see it again. So I’m taking it for thirty days.”

This was better news than I’d been expecting. I nodded appre-
ciatively. Then he asked if my wife could drive us home. He knew 
what I had: a retired race car, a modified Jaguar roadster with four 
on the floor and far too much power, plus a 25-mile drive through 
the woods and mountains to our home village. The notion of my wife 
driving was hair-raising in the extreme. I shook my head.

“Okay, then. You drive it home. I’m pretty sure you won’t get 
stopped on the way. Am I right?” I nodded enthusiastically. “Then 
you park it in your driveway and don’t touch it till your license 
comes in the mail. Good luck to you.”

On the way out of the courthouse, chastened but hopeful, I 
couldn’t help but think of a line from the old Tin Pan Alley song “A 
typical Tipperary,” “Irish judges and police, Begorra, the Irish are 
keepin’ the peace.” 

My friends at home assured me that the license was gone and 
not likely to resurface unless I hired a lawyer. But on the thirtieth 
day it was in my mailbox. I solemnly salute Judge Murphy whenever 
I drive through Port Henry, on the far shore of Lake Champlain.

I often reminisce, on these long, dark late fall evenings, about 
the people, most of them now deceased, who made it possible for 
me to be sitting here in a quiet office, my dog in a chair just behind 
me, the aroma of espresso in the room, placidly typing. There were 

too many to remember all at once. Just over a year after my only 
meeting with Judge Murphy, and now working for good wages at the 
state-operated bobsled run in Lake Placid, I looked around at my 
mates and noticed that they were doing the same work I was, but 
they were older than I and didn’t appear to be enjoying themselves. 
Uh-oh, I thought. I now have a family to support, and don’t want to 
be doing this for the rest of my working life. I’d better go back and 
finish college.

My collegiate record in Ohio was spotty, to say the least. I kept 
dropping out willy-nilly to go west with passing mountain-climbing 
friends. So I approached the dean, one of the kindest men I’ve ever 
known, and asked about it. I still have his response. He’d pled my 
case to the Academic Standards Committee and gotten its approval. 
He wrote that he didn’t need to remind me it was my last admission 
to the college, and went on to say he was looking for housing for us. 
He was a true mensch.

We left the Adirondacks in a January storm, now driving a 
more sensible VW Beetle stuffed with everything we owned and a 
playpen on the roof. 

The local pastor came to see us. Did we have enough money to 
get to Ohio? Well, yeah, but it was going to be tight. About twenty 
gallons of gas ought to get us there. She gave us fifteen bucks from 
her discretionary fund to, as she said, get us out of town. Another 
saint.

There were many more along the way over the next thirty years 
or so, even my boss at the bus station where my evening job kept 
me in college and the family in food. He could do my job, had, in 
fact, for years, but now he was spending evenings “going over the 
books” with the woman who ran his bus station lunch counter. His 
indiscretions were my job security. My discretion was his security.

An elderly Dartmouth professor learned I was building my 
own house in Etna, N.H., and most days after work changed duds 
and came to help till dark. A friend from the Adirondacks heard 
I was going broke at one point and bailed me out by retiring my 
liens. If there’s ever anything he needs that I’ve got, it’s his. There 
were bogeymen, too. One did a Donald Trump on me and caused the 
bankruptcy. But the memories of the last 70 years are studded most 
of all with true saints.
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Vermont’s housing needs require decisive action
by Julie Moore and Kerrick 
Johnson

Vermont faces a housing 
crisis that threatens our 
economic future and the ability 
of working families to remain in 
our state. The cost of housing has 
skyrocketed with  median home 
prices in Vermont more than 
doubling in the last 10 years, 
putting both homeownership and 
rentals out of reach for many. 
Vermont needs 30,000 new homes 
by 2030, requiring 8,000 units 
per year for the next four years. 
At current rates, we’ll struggle to 
hit even 25% of that goal.

In response, Governor Scott 
recently issued a Housing Exec-
utive Order (EO) that directs a 
set of measured yet impactful 
steps to accelerate housing devel-
opment timelines and reduce 
costs. The Governor’s EO doesn’t 
eliminate regulatory review or 
ignore legitimate concerns. It 
balances the need for afford-
ability with environmental 
objectives for housing projects in 
areas identified for development. 
These are modest, commonsense 
reforms designed to provide regu-

latory certainty, moving projects 
more quickly from planning to 
construction while maintaining 
needed protections.

Sadly, if not predictably, a 
number of environmental interest 
groups have responded with 
reflexive opposition. In voicing 
their opposition to the EO, envi-
ronmental advocacy groups have 
offered no actionable alterna-
tives. They haven’t proposed 
how to accelerate permitting 
while maintaining protections. 
They haven’t suggested which 
regulations could be modernized 
or consolidated. They haven’t 
identified specific areas where 
housing could be fast-tracked. 
Instead, they’ve defaulted to crit-
icism without contribution – the 
easiest position to maintain and 
the least helpful for Vermonters 
struggling to find housing.

This matters because housing 
isn’t an abstract policy debate. 
These are real problems affecting 
our neighborhoods, communities, 
businesses and schools. It’s about 
whether a teacher can afford to 
live in the community where they 
work. It’s about whether a young 
couple can start a family here 

instead of moving to New Hamp-
shire or North Carolina. It’s 
about whether businesses, from 
the smallest engineering firm to 
the general store to our beloved 
universities are able to thrive 
right here in Vermont. Without 
housing, we cannot recruit and 
retain staff for our nursing 
homes, clinics and hospitals as 
there simply aren’t places for 
them to live.

Yet in the face of the 
Governor’s modest but concrete 
measures that should reduce 
the cost and speed the timeline 
for constructing homes, these 
interest groups retreat to 
familiar talking points and 
procedural objections. Their 
response reveals an uncom-
fortable truth: their real interests 
lie in preserving the existing 
regulatory barriers rather than 
meaningful problem-solving.

This dynamic exemplifies 
what Ezra Klein, an award-
winning columnist with the 
New York Times, explored in his 
recent work on abundance: our 
regulatory systems have become 
so byzantine, so weighted toward 
one-off objections and appeals 
rather than progress, that we 
actively obstruct the very things 
we claim to want most.

We say we need affordable 
housing, then create endless 
opportunities for delay. We claim 
we want walkable downtowns and 
community schools filled with 
children and then make land-use 
policies that limit density and 
put homeownership out of reach 
for young families. We declare 
climate emergencies, then enact 
policies without regard for the 
cost of implementation. We 
bemoan economic stagnation, 

then strangle development with 
process.

Within the broader environ-
mental community there is clear 
expertise and legitimate perspec-
tives. But expertise wielded not 
to provide constructive input and 
alternatives but to instead assert 
picayune process objections is 
mere obstruction.

Vermont needs an abundance 
agenda: one that recognizes we 
can protect our environment 
while building the housing our 
communities desperately need. 
We can say yes to appropriate 
development while conserving 
what makes Vermont special. But 
this requires solving problems 
rather than simply scoring 
political points.

To the environmental groups 
criticizing this Executive Order: 
please show us your plan. Tell us 
how you would accelerate housing 
production. Identify specific 
regulatory reforms you support. 
If you cannot or will not, then 
most Vermonters will understand 
your opposition for what it really 
is – political theater performed at 
the expense of working families 
searching for places to live and 
businesses struggling to bring 
new hires to the state.

Governor Scott has taken 
action. We stand ready to 
implement solutions. The 
question now is whether environ-
mental interest groups who claim 
to care about Vermont’s future 
will contribute to solving this 
crisis or perpetuate the status 
quo.

Julie Moore is secretary of 
the Vermont Agency of Natural 
Resources and Kerrick Johnson is 
commissioner at the Department 
of Public Service Commissioner.

Woodsmoke by Julie Atwood

Greensboro Development Review Board
Warning

   The Greensboro Development Review Board will conduct a hybrid hearing 
on Monday, December 1, 2025, at 7 p.m., at the Greensboro Town Office and 
via ZOOM.  The Board will consider a Conditional Use request by Alexandra 
Graylin-Frey for an Accessory Dwelling Unit at 137 High Pines. This request 
will be considered under the following by-laws: 2.7 Shoreland Protection Dis-
trict, 3.8 Nonconformities, and 5.4 Conditional Use. An in-person site visit for 
the proposal will be held on Saturday, November 22, 2025, at 11:30 a.m. Both 
the hearing and the site visit are open to the public.
   The meeting number is 824 558 6005. There is no password. You may phone 
into the ZOOM meeting at: 646 931 3860.
    The application is available for review at the Greensboro Town Hall or at 
the Greensboro Town website, www.greensborovt.gov. Participation in the pro-
ceeding, either in person or in writing, is a prerequisite to the right to make any 
subsequent appeal. Interested persons may join the ZOOM hearing or send a 
letter or email (zoning@greensborovt.gov) to the Development Review Board 
at the Greensboro Town Clerk's office to comment on the proposed plan.
            The Greensboro Development Review Board

The  
Hardwick 

Gazette
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 Voices of Spirit

Heller’s World by Joe Heller

We are each other’s harvest
by The Rev. Sarah Lammert

GREENSBORO – On October 
19, many Vermonters stood up for 
democracy by attending No Kings 
Day  2 rallies, a reminder that 
freedom isn’t self-sustaining, as if 
we needed reminding these days. 

Democracy, like faith, depends 
on ordinary people who care deeply 
about one another and about the 
common good; people who keep 
showing up, speaking up and 
tending to one another’s well-being.

When poet Gwendolyn Brooks 
wrote her poem ”Paul Robeson” in 
1970, she was honoring a man 
who embodied both courage and 
compassion. Robeson was one of 
the most accomplished Americans 
of the twentieth century. He was a 
concert artist, stage actor, scholar, 
athlete and advocate. 

The son of a formerly enslaved 
man, Robeson rose from humble 
beginnings to global fame. His 
deep, resonant voice could make 
a concert hall fall silent. He 
starred in  ”Othello”  and  ”Show 
Boat”  and filled audiences 
around the world.

But Robeson believed his 
gifts came with responsibility. He 
refused to separate art from justice, 
speaking out against racism, colo-
nialism and war. For that, during 
the McCarthy era, he was punished: 
his passport revoked, his concerts 
canceled, his voice nearly silenced. 
Still, he refused to stop speaking 
the truth. Brooks saw in him not 
just talent but moral strength; a 
life lived for others, with courage 
joined to compassion.

She wrote:
“We are each other’s harvest;
we are each other’s business;
we are each other’s magnitude
 and bond.”
Brooks’ words ring especially 

true in this harvest season. The 

fields around us are nearly empty 
now. The last pumpkins and 
apples gathered, the corn stubble 
pale in the slanting light. Farmers 
and gardeners are storing what 
remains, giving thanks for the 
bounty while preparing for the 
long winter ahead. In earlier times, 
harvest wasn’t just about food; 
it was about survival. Neighbors 
worked side by side to bring in the 
crops, to make sure no one faced 
the cold months alone. That, too, is 
democracy at work: a community 
taking care of its own.

I see that same spirit at the 
Hardwick Area Food Pantry. 

Every week, the pantry 
serves people doing their best 
to hold things together: families 
living in cars, elders stretching 
meals, working parents who never 
imagined they would need this 
kind of help. I see struggle there, 
but also resilience and generosity; 
volunteers who show up faithfully, 
neighbors who bring in produce 
from their gardens and people who 
share recipes, stories and some-
times even hope.

Lately, the pantry has been 
under growing pressure as federal 
SNAP benefits, the food support 
program that allows many of our 
neighbors to buy groceries, are 
threatened. 

When those benefits shrink, 
more families turn to community 
pantries to fill the gap. It’s a 
heavy lift, and yet it’s holy work: 
democracy with its sleeves rolled 
up.

Faith, at its best, is what 
happens when truth and 
compassion take on hands and 
feet, when someone dares to name 
what’s wrong, and someone else 
quietly shows up to help.

This is what Brooks meant. 
We are each other’s harvest.

Truth-telling and compassion 

in action are the twin labors that 
keep both faith and democracy 
alive. They remind us that love is 
not an idea but a practice, lived 
out in marches and in food lines, 
in words of courage and in acts of 
care.

It isn’t grand or finished work.
It’s daily, imperfect, hopeful 

work, the kind that calls us back, 
again and again, to one another.

Because when one of us names 

the truth, another finds courage.
When one of us extends a 

hand, another gathers strength.
And when we remember that 

we belong to one another, the world 
leans, just a little, toward healing.

Reverend Sarah Lammert 
is the founder of Shared Vision 
Consulting in Vermont and works 
as the Federal Chaplaincies 
Endorser for the Unitarian Univer-
salist Association.

Penelope Otto, 5, of Walden wears a traditional girls dress from South India 
during the sari fashion show at the 17th annual Child Haven benefit dinner, 
November 1.                                                         photo by Vanessa Fournier 

Evan Karp (left) of Greensboro, head kitchen coordinator for the annual Child 
Haven Indian Dinner, held November 1, helps Linda Hunkins (right) of Barnet 
transfer vegetables and spices for the daal. Fifteen volunteers helped to prep 
and cook the Indian dinner held in the Hazen Union Cafeteria. 

photo by Vanessa Fournier
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Get the free newsletter featuring notable news, 
arts, sports and opinion. Sit back, 

relax and catch up.
hardwickgazette.org

or help at
hardwickgazette.org/donate

Soil test now for healthier gardens

Peas planted as a cover crop can prevent erosion of the soil and fix nitrogen 
to provide nutrients for spring plants.                           photo by Amy Simone

Consider adding dolomitic limestone to increase the pH of garden soils that 
are too acidic.                                                              photo by Amy Simone

Cover crops, like winter rye and peas, are great ways to improve soil structure, 
add nutrients, shade out weeds, and help prevent soil erosion.

photo by Debra Heleba

by Amy Simone

SOUTH BURLINGTON – As 
the gardening season draws to a 
close, now is the ideal time to set 
yourself up for success next year. 
Assessing the health of your soil 
this fall will result in a solid foun-
dation for your plants by spring.

Start by conducting a soil 
test (go.uvm.edu/soiltest)  for any 
vegetable and berry gardens, plus 
additional, separate tests for areas 
with different growing conditions 
such as perennial beds, fruit trees, 
and lawn.

The tests will be returned to 
you showing the value of Phos-
phorus (P), Potassium (K), and 
Magnesium (Mg) present in your 
soil sample, in addition to many 
other essential nutrients. It will 
also identify the pH level of the 
sample(s) tested. Lastly, it will 
show the percentage of soil organic 
matter and the Cation Exchange 
Capacity (CEC) percent, which 

is the soil’s ability to absorb 
and deliver positively charged 
nutrients. 

A pH of 6 to 7 is optimal for 
most crops. If the pH is below 5.5 
(acidic) or above 7 (alkaline), the 
chemical conditions in the soil may 
prevent the plants from properly 
taking up the nutrients that are 
present. An exception to this is 
plants like blueberries and rhodo-
dendron which thrive in acidic soil. 

The addition of lime will 
increase the pH in soil that is too 
acidic. Look for calcite, a high-
calcium form of lime, to use on soil 
without a magnesium deficiency. 
If magnesium is low, however, 
choose dolomite, which will boost 
magnesium at the same time as 
the lime lowers the soil ph. If the 
soil test recommends more than 
100 pounds of lime per 1,000 
square feet, splitting the appli-
cation between fall and spring is 
recommended. 

Wood ash can be used in place 

of lime to increase the pH of your 
soil. Use about two to three times 
more ash by weight than lime. 

For soil with too high a pH 
value, elemental sulfur is employed 
to reduce it.

To address soil nutrient defi-
ciencies, pH is often the best place 
to start because some soil nutrients 
become unavailable to plants when 
the pH is off. 

In terms of chemical and 
natural fertilizers, gardeners, 
like farmers, should be careful to 
apply only the amount of nutrients 
needed for optimal plant growth to 
avoid excessive nutrients that may 
inadvertently end up in ground 
and surface waters. In fact, a 2012 
Vermont law restricts the appli-
cation of phosphorus (P) fertilizers 
to lawns unless a soil test indicates 
their soils are deficient in P or if 
you are establishing a new lawn. 
Nitrogen (N) fertilizer applications 
are also prohibited to lawns.

While fall application of some 
slow-release natural fertilizers 
may give them the necessary time 
for microorganisms to break them 
down into accessible nutrients for 
plants, it is best to wait for spring 

for most applications, especially if 
applied to bare soil. The same goes 
for most bagged composts that can 
be high in P if made from animal 
manures. 

Cover crops, on the other hand, 
are a great way to add nutrients 
and improve soil structure. While 
it is late in the season for planting, 
winter rye, triticale, hairy vetch, 
winter wheat, winter peas, fava 
beans, and crimson clover are fairly 
winter hearty once germinated.

Put mulch over bare soil to 
protect it from erosion, help it 
retain moisture, reduce leaching 
of nutrients, build organic matter, 
and suppress weeds. Organic 
mulches such as chopped tree 
leaves, herbicide-free grass clip-
pings, straw, wood bark and 
wood chips are broken down by 
microbes, releasing a moderate 
amount of nutrients into your soil 
in the process. Mulch acid-loving 
blueberries with wood chips, pine 
needles and bark fines, or aged 
sawdust. 

Amy Simone is a University 
of Vermont Extension Master 
Gardener volunteer from South 
Burlington.
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The Outside Story
A Quick Trip to Birding Paradise

American Flamingo (Phoenicopterus 
ruber)                    photo by Jim Goetz 

Broad-billed Tody (Todus subulatus)                               photo by Jim Geotz Greater Antillean Elaenia (Elaenia fallax)                        photo by Jim Geotz

by Jim Goetz

WHITE RIVER JUNCTION – 
As a conservation scientist focused 
on birds and their habitats, I’ve 
worked and sometimes lived on 
Hispaniola, the island that the Do-
minican Republic (DR) and Haiti 
share, since the mid-1990s.

Accompanied by local col-
leagues who have taught me much, 
I’ve crisscrossed the island, hiking 
and birding all kinds of forests: dry 
scrub, wet, cloud, pine, mangrove 
and everything in between. 

Every step of the way I find 
reasons to skip the rum drinks and 
tourist beaches, and explore the 
rest of the island.

What makes Hispaniola so en-
ticing? The surprising interaction 
of diverse geology and diverse ecol-
ogy, for one. Diversity begets diver-
sity. I’ll save the island’s equally 
fascinating history and culture for 
another day.

Working from the ground up, 
plate tectonics are the first-order 
force, driving diversity through 
the slow-motion smashup of three 
smaller islands that today form 
Hispaniola.

Layer upon layer of wrinkled, 
folded bedrock creates a landscape 
resembling a crumpled piece of 
paper, with endless peaks and val-
leys. Sprinkle in sea-level chang-
es repeatedly separating and re-
connecting the islands over eons, 
and we have the main ingredi-
ents of the evolutionary recipe for 

a biodiversity hot spot.
The DR’s biodiversity features 

hundreds of endemic species — 
ones you’ll find nowhere else on the 
planet, among them orchids, igua-
nas, frogs, ferns, and (happily for 
us) 33 extraordinary bird species.

To take in all this diversi-
ty, I like to start by birding from 
the ground up. Are we standing 
on granite or limestone bedrock? 
The former has cool rushing rivers 
and waterthrushes; the latter has 
caves and White-collared Swifts. 

In the cool pines we find cross-
bills, elaenias and siskins; in the 
cloud forest, parrots, parakeets 
and quail-doves. 

In coffee and cacao, look for 
migrant warblers and Red-legged 
Thrushes (but not Bicknell’s). 

In coastal wetlands, it’s ducks, 
egrets and sandpipers.

To bird from the ground up, 
quite literally, we can start at the 
island’s lowest point, Lago En-
riquillo, a hypersaline lake 150 
feet below sea level.

Arriving at dawn, the heat 
is already intense. A tiny lowland 
bird sings incessantly atop the tall-
est tree. Grab your binoculars to 
see the world’s second-smallest 
bird with a body smaller than the 
tip of your little finger, the endem-
ic Vervain Hummingbird. Only Cu-
ba’s Bee Hummingbird is small-
er. As the sun rises, sharp imag-
es of cactus, crocodiles, flamingos 
and endemic Palm Crows melt and 
merge in the shimmering heat. 

As we head to the cool moun-
taintop cloud forests of Sierra de 
Bahoruco to escape the heat, we 
stop to watch a Hispaniolan Liz-
ard-Cuckoo methodically search a 
tree branch-by-branch and mas-
terfully snatch up a lizard with its 
long thin bill. 

In the dry scrub forest of the 
foothills, we hear the rhythmic 
calls of what look like neon-green 

ping-pong balls with bright orange 
bills. They’re lowland Broad-billed 
Todies, a distant relative of king-
fishers. Instead of fishing, they 
deftly catch insects on the wing. 
When we hear a nearly identical 
bird call chi-qui…chi-qui, we have 
found its highland cousin, the Nar-
row-billed Tody, and are already 
above 2,000 feet.

When we reach Zapotén in 
late afternoon, at 5,000 feet, clouds 
bathe the evergreen forest. In this 
and nearby montane broadleaf for-
ests, the Vermont Center for Eco-
studies (VCE) has conducted ex-
tensive Bicknell’s Thrush research 
and conservation work.

Alongside Bicknell’s, we find 
endemic warblers, chat-tana-
gers and trogons. As night falls, 
the haunting song of the La Selle 
Thrush rises to fill the air. Only in 
this habitat, only on this island.

This winter I’ll return to the 

island to work with Grupo Jara-
gua, VCE’s longtime local part-
ner, to install Motus stations: radio 
receivers for tracking Bicknell’s 
Thrush and other migrant birds 
that we and others have tagged. I’ll 
also visit our research site at Res-
erva Privada el Zorzal, a 1,019-acre 
private forest reserve in the North.

Twenty years of close collabo-
ration between the reserve’s care-
takers and local landholders have 
transformed degraded pastures 
and eroded hillsides into a produc-
tive cacao plantation, a lush forest, 
and a refuge for dozens of bird spe-
cies, including Bicknell’s Thrush. 

Now Reserva Privada el Zor-
zal produces a remarkable trifecta: 
exquisite chocolate, great bird hab-
itat and a model for linking pro-
ductive livelihoods and forest res-
toration that really works.

Jim Goetz is a staff member at 
the Vermont Center for Ecostudies.

NOTICE OF HEARING
WOODBURY ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

 The Woodbury Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a public hearing at 6 p.m,  
on Tuesday, Nov. 18, 2025. The hearing will take place at the Woodbury Town 
Hall, 3675 Route 14, Woodbury, Vt. The hearing will be to consider the applica-
tion dated September 9, 2025, to amend the current non-conforming use that 
was previously granted to Swenson Granite Company, LLC. The operator of the 
Granite Quarry, located at 1127 Cabot Road, Woodbury, Vt. 
  Swenson Granite Company, LLC is applying to expand the footprint of the ex-
isting quarry, including stockpile, waste block, stockpile areas and the extraction 
area. Operational modifications are also proposed, including the addition of a 
mobile crusher, stormwater improvements and other related ancillary improve-
ments.
  The hearing will review the following proposed expansions to the current 
non-conforming use: 
    • Addition of a crusher on site to be used for a maximum of 45 days a year. And 
to crush a maximum of 20,000 Cubic Yards per year
   • Expanded use would result in 50 daily truck loads max (100 trips) 
   • Expanded storage and support areas on the hillside to the north of the current site
   The hearing will review Swenson Granite Company; LLC’s proposed expand-
ed use and determine if the plan meets the criteria for Non-Conforming Use in 
compliance with the Woodbury Zoning Ordinance. Particularly Section 2.11.1 
Non-Conforming Uses and Non-Complying Structures.  After the review and de-
termination, the Board will rule on approval or denial of the application. 
  A copy of the application for a Change of Use Permit is available for public 
review with all supporting documentation at the Town Clerk’s Office in South 
Woodbury. 
Dated: October 27, 2025
Woodbury Zoning Board of Adjustment
By Chairperson, Jonah Meacham
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The Outside Story
Lingering Loon Chicks

Loon chick

by Emily Haynes

WASHINGTON, D.C. – At 
this point in the season, most 
migrating songbirds and raptors 
have already left. But on lakes 
and ponds across New England, 
some loons are still fishing and 
paddling. Loon parents may set 
off for the ocean before their 
young can fly, so it’s not uncom-
mon to see loon chicks alone on 
the water in late autumn. 

Concerned birdwatchers 
sometimes call up Eric Hanson, 
loon biologist at Vermont Center 
for Ecostudies, to report what 
they believe are abandoned loon 
chicks when they come across 
young birds without an adult. 
Hanson, who leads the center’s 
loon conservation project, as-
sures callers that loon chicks are 
fairly self-sufficient by 10 weeks 
of age,  sometimes even by seven 
weeks, with fully grown feet and 
effective fishing skills. 

Loon chicks spend much of 
the fall season mastering flight. 
A common training exercise is 
“wing rowing” across the water, 
using their wings like oars to 
propel themselves forward. To 
take flight from the water, loons 
must vigorously flap their wings 
for as long as a quarter of a mile 
before they can lift off; substan-
tial wing and chest muscles are 
imperative for flight. “They have 
to exercise those for a while be-
fore they’re strong enough to get 
airborne,” Hanson said.

Loons take to the ocean in au-
tumn before their home lakes and 
ponds freeze, since this prevents 
them from taking flight, limits 
their fishing range and makes 
them vulnerable to predators.

Despite their need to prac-
tice flying before migration, some 

loon chicks have been known to 
leave their home lakes in early 
September, while others linger 
late into the fall. So what ex-
plains this broad range in depar-
ture times?

Loon behavior is highly var-
ied, biologists say. Lee Attix, a 
consulting loon biologist who 
works with volunteers to mon-
itor loon populations, studied 
fall migration timing from 2013 
to 2017, observing 32 loon pairs 
with chicks across Maine and 
New Hampshire. (Reproducing 
loons typically have one or two 
chicks.) 

Attix was surprised at how 
inconsistent migration timing 
proved to be. During the study’s 
first two years, departure dates 
for each pair’s last chick ranged 
from September 19 to November 
20, with October 30 as the aver-
age departure date. On average, 
the first adult departed on Oc-
tober 10, while the second adult 
left on October 27. 

Sometimes when loon chicks 
first leave their natal lakes, they 
congregate with other chicks 
on larger lakes before complet-
ing their journey. But Hanson 
said scientists understand little 
about how and why a loon choos-
es its migration route. 

Leaving its home waters 
is only the first step in a loon 
chick’s inaugural migration. 
Though short compared to other 
birds’, often just one or two days 
of flight, loon migrations are still 
fraught with risk, including dis-
orientation. “Once a chick begins 
its first migration to the ocean, it 
probably has a 50-50 chance that 
it will survive at least to the next 
year,” said Harry Vogel, senior bi-
ologist at the Loon Preservation 
Committee in New Hampshire.

At sea, loon chicks can count 
on open water through the win-
ter, but they must also avoid new 
predators, such as sharks, and 
adapt to a diet that now includes 
menhaden, lobster and crab. 
They learn new fishing and hunt-
ing techniques, and they also ac-
tivate salt-excreting glands be-
tween their eyes and bill to pump 
salt out of their bloodstream. 

While adult loons typically 
return to inland lakes and ponds 
in April or May, immature loons 
tend to stay on the ocean for three 
or four years. Once they reach 
sexual maturity, loons generally 

return to breed within 30 miles 
of their home waters.

Many loons are now prepar-
ing for migration, some for the 
first time. If you spot loon adults 
or chicks on the water this au-
tumn, there’s not yet cause for 
alarm, biologists say. “Give them 
some space,” Vogel said. “If you 
want to observe loons up close 
and personal, buy yourself a pair 
of binoculars and do it that way.”

Emily Haynes is a writer 

currently living in Washington, 

D.C. An avid birder and hiker, 

she loves exploring the forests of 

the Northeast.

PUBLIC NOTICE
   Pursuant to Executive Order 11988 (Floodplain Management) and Federal 
Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) implementing regulations at Title 44 
of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 9, FEMA hereby provides final 
notice of its decision to provide Public Assistance Program funding for an action 
located in the floodway. Funding would be provided through Vermont Emergency 
Management to the Town of Hardwick Electric Department to repair the Hydro-
electric Facility along the Lamoille River.
   The proposed action is located on the Lamoille River in Wolcott, Vermont. Work 
to repair and rehabilitate this facility is ongoing. FEMA proposes to fund repairs 
to the dam, the gatehouse, and the access road, as well as the replacement of 
damaged components in the hydroelectric generation building, including the tur-
bine, generator, and control room utilities. Future repairs to the building exterior 
and potential hazard mitigation to dry and wet floodproof the hydroelectric facility 
against future flood damages may be forthcoming.
   The project is within the floodway. The repairs to the hydroelectric facility will 
reduce the risk of future damage adversely affecting the functionality of the facil-
ity. A map of the area is available upon request.
   Alternatives considered and dismissed included the No Action alternative and 
re-location. The project must take place within the floodway because the hydro-
electric facility is functionally dependent on its location along the Lamoille River. 
The No Action alternative is not practicable; the facility is needed for electric 
power generation for its service area and is a critical facility.
The proposed action was determined to be the most practicable alternative be-
cause it restores the utility and integrity of the facility and extends the useful 
life of the structures, minimizing risks to human health and safety. Furthermore, 
proposed mitigation measures are intended to minimize adverse impacts by pro-
tecting this facility with dry and wet floodproofing.
   The proposed action is being conditioned for coordination with the local flood-
plain administrator and Clean Water Act permitting.
   Map requests and comments about this project and potential floodway impacts 
should be submitted within 15 days of the date of this publication to:
Federal Emergency Management Agency, Region 1 220 Binney St. Cambridge, 
MA 02142
FEMA-R1-COMPTA-ENV@fema.dhs.gov

Local and South Asian items on the silent auction and bazaar table attract 
attention at the annual Hardwick Child Haven Dinner benefit in the Hazen 
Union School Cafeteria, November 1, where around 180 attended.

photo by Vanessa Fournier
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Taco dinner, Nov. 5 
HARDWICK – On November 

5 from 5:30 to 7 p.m., Neighbor to 
Neighbor (NtN) will host a taco 
dinner, provided by Caja Madera, 
as well as desserts in the Parker 
Ladd Community Room at the 

Jeudevine Memorial Library. 
Attendees will celebrate NtN’s 
volunteer efforts, explore new 
opportunities to get involved, and 
discuss next steps for building a 
more resilient Hardwick. 

Library Mystery Month features games, 
trivia, performances

ST. JOHNSBURY – The St. 
Johnsbury Athenaeum has a slate 
of events for its November Mystery 
Month, including a live CLUE 
game and a murder mystery live 
radio play in the Art Gallery.

Throughout the month visitors 
can pick up a Mystery Bingo card 
and complete to win prizes. 

On Wednesday, Nov. 5, at 6:30 
p.m., teams can compete for prizes 
at the Mystery Trivia Contest. No 
sign-up is necessary and snacks 
will be provided.

On Wednesday, Nov. 12, at 1 
p.m., the Athenaeum Players will 
perform “Murder Me Always: by 

Lee Mueller.
On Thursday, Nov. 20, at 7 

p.m., local mystery writer Beth 
Kanell will talk about her process 
of writing mysteries, including her 
series “Winds of Freedom,” which 
includes “The Long Shadow” and 
“The Darkness Under the Water.”

Mystery Month concludes 
with a Live CLUE game on 
Saturday, Nov. 22, at 6 p.m..Food 
and soft drinks will be provided 
and tickets are available at the 
Athenaeum website at stjath-
enaeum.org but attendance is 
limited. The Anthenaeum is 
located at 1171 Main St.

Blood donations scheduled for Hardwick, 
Plainfield

HARDWICK, PLAINFIELD 
– The American Red Cross asks 
people to schedule time to give 
blood or platelets now to keep the 
blood supply stable ahead of the 
holiday season. Donations may be 
made through the Red Cross in 
Hardwick, at Hazen Union High 
School, November 11, 11:30 a.m. 

to 4:30 p.m., and in Plainfield, at 
Twinfield High School. November 
14, from noon to 5 p.m. Those who 
give blood, platelets or plasma 
through November 16, will receive 
a $20 e-gift card to a merchant of 
choice and automatic entry for a 
chance to win one of three $5,000 
gift cards.

Chess club meets after school Mondays
CRAFTSBURY –    Students 

from grades 2 to 12 can play chess 
at Craftsbury school on select 
Mondays, from 2:45 to 4 p.m.,  in 

the Minden Art Room. Join club 
advisor Andras Hadik-Barkoczy 
in preparing or the Vermont State 
Chess Tournament on March 28. 

Guild Christmas show, Nov. 7 and 8

Fiber art exhibition, Nov. 14

Bollywood dance party to support 
Cutler Library, Nov. 9

PEACHAM – The Peacham 
Corner Guild Christmas Show 
will be held upstairs at Peacham 
Town Hall, November 7, from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m., and November 
8, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.. Guild 
members and invited guest 

artists will be selling their work. 
A trunk containing items made 
and donated by Peacham Corner 
Guild members will be raffled. 
There will be a variety of baked 
goods and light lunch fare to eat 
in or take out.

PLAINFIELD – An opening 
reception for “Fibers of Being,” an 
exhibition showcasing the fiber 
artistry of Elisabeth Mazzilli, will 
take place at the Cutler Memorial 
Library, 151 High St., Thursday, 

Nov. 14 from 5 to 7 p.m. The exhi-
bition is free and open and to the 
public. Attendees will have the 
opportunity to meet the artist and 
learn more about the techniques 
and inspirations behind her work. 

PLAINFIELD – The Plainfield 
Opera House will host an afternoon 
of Bollywood music ,Sunday, Nov. 
9,  from 3 to 5 p.m. Come to dance or 
enjoy the music, and support Cutler 

Memorial Library. Admission by 
donation, accepted as cash/check at 
the door. Bring indoor clean shoes. 
For information, email elizabeth-
mathai@yahoo.com

Death cafe, fourth Monday’s 
HARDWICK – The Hardwick 

Senior Center will host a death 
cafe from 1:30 to 3 p.m. on the 
fourth Monday of each month, with 
tea and goodies served. There is 

no set agenda, just a safe place to 
listen, talk and share about death. 
Discussion will range from plans, 
hopes and worries, to the many 
options for all parts of death. 

Presenting professionals whose products and services 
will assist in creating your special celebration!

For information about advertising in the 
Wedding & Party Planner

call The Hardwick Gazette at 472-6521!

Wedding And 
Party Planner

Weddings,
Special 
Events, 
Sympthy
Design

AMY'S
Artistic Floral

AMY TALLMAN, owner/designer
178 Scott Road, Hardwick
(802) 472-8354 • (802) 595-3751
amysartisticfloral@yahoo.com

Wedding Policy
The Hardwick Gazette provides 

space for engagements and
wedding news as a free service.  

 Wedding announcements and 
photos should be received by

our office within two months of 
the ceremony.  

Photographs supplied will be 
returned when accompanied by 

a SASE.  
Use of engagement and wedding 
information, as well as accom-
panying photographs, is at the 

discretion of the editors. 

The reseeded Lamoille riverbank where a 41 Brush Street home once stood 
to the left of where the concrete slab of a garage is all that remains of the two 
Hardwick buildings removed by the state with FEMA funding. The town has 
hired an engineer to provide advice about next steps to protect the riverbank 
and area from erosion and future Lamoille River high water event.

photo by Paul Fixx



Page Twenty-twoThe Hardwick Gazette, Wednesday, November 5, 2025

Students harvest seeds for planting
by Center for an Agricultural 
Economy

HARDWICK – In October, 
first-graders from Hardwick 
Elementary School met with high 
school students from Hazen’s Dare 
to Be Me class at Atkins Field. 
There, Reeve Basom and Bethany 
Dunbar from the Center for an 
Agricultural Economy welcomed 
them for a morning of riparian 
seed conservation activities with 
community partner guest experts 
from the Northwoods Stewardship 
Center and the Intervale Center.

The speckled alder trees that 
line Cooper Brook were perfectly 
mature for a seed harvest. Students 
learned how to differentiate cones 
from next year’s flowers as they 
carefully used pruning tools to 
harvest no more than 20% of the 
seeds from each chosen tree. Next, 
students used a series of special 
screens to clean the alder seeds 
as well as other varieties brought 
by the instructors. Conservation 
nurseries will grow these seeds 
for planting in riparian zones to 
support ecosystem health and flood 
mitigation.

WOW Wednesday has middle-schoolers 
learning outdoors 

Craftsbury middle-schoolers near the top of Jay Peak, on a hike October 
15, during their WOW (With Out Walls Wednesday) activity.   courtesy photo 

by Paul Fixx

CRAFTSBURY – Craftsbury 
Middle School students in grades 
six to eight leave the classroom each 
Wednesday for the WOW (With Out 
Walls) program. Vermont becomes 
a classroom every Wednesday 
as they have picked blueberries, 
gone rock climbing and visited the 
shores of Lake Champlain.

All 59 middle-schoolers 
made the 1.6 mile hike up 
Wheeler Mountain and 4.4 or 
3.8 mile hikes up Jay Peak on 

consecutive Wednesdays.
Follow middle school WOW 

activities  at  facebook.com/
CraftsburyMiddleSchoolWOW

A social media post there 
noted: “Decades of research and 
the experiences of Craftsbury 
educators – indicate that health and 
well-being are directly correlated 
with time spent in nature. 
Students who spend time learning 
outdoors exhibit: Improved focus 
and behavior, stronger academic 
connections and increased confi-
dence and resiliency.”

Elora Mae Kish

MORRISVILLE – On October 
26, Elora Mae Kish was born to 

Daniel and Lauren (Holt) Kish of 
East Hardwick at Copley Hospital. 

Donna O’ Malley (left) and Cheryl Grimes (right) chop kale for the Hardwick 
Child Haven benefit dinner, held November 1, in the Hazen Union Cafeteria. 

photo by Vanessa Fournier

Eve Gordon of Woodbury stirs daal as Robin Cappaccino (center), director of 
Child Haven International and Tina Ghantous of Glover (right) look on at the 
annual Hardwick Child Haven benefit dinner in the Hazen Union High School 
Cafeteria, November 1.                                        photo by Vanessa Fournier

Julia Barstow (left) and her mother Betsy Barstow (right) of Adamant examine 
the many items on the silent auction tables displayed to bid on during the 
Child Haven benefit, November 1, in the Hazen Union school cafeteria. 

photo by Vanessa Fournier

No one else is covering your town, your 
sports teams, your events, your town govern-
ment. Democracy needs news. We need you. 
We exist because of your support

Keep local news alive.
DONATE NOW
at hardwickgazette.org/donate
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Beverly A. (Bev) Phelps
HARDWICK – Beverly Ann 

(Loura) Phelps, 91, died peace-
fully on Sunday, October 26, at the 
Greensboro Nursing Home.

She was born November 13, 
1933, in Hardwick, the daughter 
of the late Carl A. and Daisy 
(Downing) Loura. She graduated 
from Hardwick Academy in the class 
of 1951.

On September 30, 1954, she 
married Edward Nelson (Eddie) 
Phelps in Morrisville. They even-
tually settled in Hardwick to raise 
their two sons.  Beverly stayed at 
home to care for her young family.  
She was a member of the United 
Church of Hardwick and Circle No. 
8 of that church.

She enjoyed bowling, crocheting, 
dancing, country and western music, 
playing canasta and all kinds of card 
games with her sisters and friends. 
Bev was a devoted wife, mother, and 
grandmother who loved the time 
that she spent with her family.  

Survivors include two sons: 
Reginald (Reg) Phelps of Hardwick, 
and Richard (Rick) Phelps and wife, 
Nancy of Williamstown;  two grand-
daughters Andrea Phelps and her 
partner Travis Bailey of Hardwick 
and Rachel Phelps and her partner 
Justin Tosh of Montpelier; a 
great-granddaughter, Elexia ( Lexi)  
of Salem, Mass.

She was predeceased by  her 
husband Eddie, two sisters Thelma 
and Leola, and a half brother, Jack 
Loura.

Private family services will be 

held in the spring.
The Phelps family would like to 

extend a very sincere thank you to  
Lester Fuller for delivering the daily 
mail (and local news) from the start 
of Eddie’s decline in health until 
Bev relocated to Greensboro, the 
staff of Greensboro Nursing Home, 
Dr. Sarah Morgan and Bonnie 
Cleveland for the kindness and 
support given to Beverly during her 
declining health.

In lieu of flowers, contributions 
in her memory may be made to the 
Lamoille Area Cancer Network, 198 
Farr Avenue, Morrisville, VT 05661.

Arrangements are in the care of 
Northern Vermont Funeral Service, 
60 Elm Street, Hardwick. Online 
condolences are welcomed at: north-
ernvermontfuneralservice.com

Beverly A. (Bev) Phelps

Northern Vermont
 Funeral Service

Dian R. Holcomb
Funeral Director

PRENEED
PLANNING

60 Elm St. • Hardwick, VT 05843

802-472-6861

State of Vermont
Superior Court                       Probate Division 
Caledonia Unit, Docket No. 25-PR-05717 
In re Estate of Denise Michaud Fradette, late 
of E. Hardwick 
I have been appointed to administer this es-
tate.  All Creditors having claims against the 
decedent or the estate must present their 
claims in writing within four (4) months of the 
first publication of this notice. The claim must 
be presented to me at the address listed be-
low with a copy sent to the Court.  The claim 
may be barred forever if it is not presented 
with the four (4) month period. 
Dated: October 31, 2025
Signature of Fiduciary: Mario Fradette
Executor/Administrator: Mario Fradette
64 Petes Pond Rd.
East Hardwick, VT 05836
802-793-4764
Email: fradettesmaplesyrup@gmail.com 
Name of Publication:  The Hardwick Gazette
Publication Date: Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2025 
Name of Probate Court: Vermont Superior 
Court
Address of Probate Court:  Caledonia Unit
1126 Main Street
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

Arline R. Pasette
HARDWICK – Arline Rita 

Pasette, 82, of Hardwick died 
October 31, at the Crescent Manor 
Nursing Home in Bennington.

She was born November 6, 
1942, in West Glover; one of 14 
children born to the late Raymond 
and Margaret (Lussier) Gravel. 

Arline attended schools in 
West Glover, Barton and grad-
uated from Peoples Academy in 
Morrisville in the class of 1962. 

She was employed by 
several agencies and local busi-
nesses during her early working 
years, including the Vermont 
State Hospital in Waterbury, 
Greensboro Nursing Home, 
Hardwick Knitwear, and the 
Dumont Nursing Home. 

On June 24, 1967, she 
married Thomas Calvin Pasette 
at Holy Cross Catholic Church in 
Morrisville. At that time, Arline 
stayed at home for six years to 
care for her young family. Later 
she re-entered the work world 
and was employed at Hardwick 
Elementary School for two years, 
Concord Manufacturing, Ames 
Department Store and Price 
Chopper, all in Morrisville.

Arline was a devoted member 
of Mary Queen of all Saints 
Parish in Hardwick. She enjoyed 
puzzles, drawing, spending time 
with her very large family, espe-
cially her son and his family and 

her dogs, Annie and Little Boy.
Survivors include a son 

Thomas R. Pasette (Tammy), of 
Hardwick; a granddaughter Lynn 
Pasette and a great-grandson 
Huntley Watson, both of Floyd, 
Va.; her siblings Roland Gravel of 
Northfield, Conn., Lucien Gravel 
and Marcel Gravel, both of North 
Wolcott, Norman Gravel,  Edward 
Gravel and Debbie Draper, all of 
East Hardwick, Hazel Bowen of 
Morrisville, and Paulette Hill 
of Johnson; numerous nieces, 
nephews and cousins.

She was predeceased by 
Thomas C. Pasette in 2001; 
her siblings, Raymond Gravel, 
Robert Gravel, Jane Bachert, 
Susan Campbell and Delores 
Dannat.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
will be celebrated in the Spring 
of 2026 at Mary Queen of all 
Saints Parish, in Hardwick, with 
a date and time to be announced. 

In lieu of flowers, contri-
butions in her memory may be 
made to: Lamoille County Mental 
Health Services, Attn. Rita, 72 
Harrel Street, Morrisville, VT 
05661.

Arrangements are in the 
care of Northern Vermont 
Funeral Service, 60 Elm Street, 
Hardwick.  Online condolences 
are welcomed at: northernver-
montfuneralservice.com

Arline R. Pasette
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ALBANY PUBLIC LIBRARY, 
530 Main St., Albany, (802) 755-
6107, albanypubliclibraryvt.org. 
Mon. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Wed. 2 to 6 
p.m.; Sat. 1 to 5 p.m. Storytime for 
all ages: Mon. 10 a.m. and Sat. 4 
p.m.
BROWN LIBRARY, Sterling Col-
lege, Craftsbury Common (802) 
586-7711, sterlingcollege.edu/aca-
demics/brown-library, Monday to 
Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Open to the 
public.
CABOT PUBLIC LIBRARY, 
3084 Main St, (802) 563-2721, 
cabotlibrary.com, Mon., 3 to 6 p.m.; 
Tues., noon to 6 p.m., Wed., 2 to 6 
p.m.; Thurs., 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sat. 
9 a.m. to noon.
CRAFTSBURY PUBLIC LI-

BRARY, 149 Common Loop, 
Craftsbury Common (802) 586-
9683, craftsburypubliclibrary.org, 
Mon. and Thurs. 2 to 6 p.m., Tues., 
Wed. and Fri. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; 
Sat. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Storytime: 
Fri. 10 a.m.
CUTLER MEMORIAL PUBLIC 

LIBRARY, 151 High St, Plainfield 
(802) 454-8504, cutlerlibrary.org, 
Tues., 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Wed. 3 to 6 
p.m., Thurs., 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sat. 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
GLEE MERRITT KELLEY 

COMMUNITY LIBRARY, 320 
School Hill Drive, Wolcott, (802) 
472-6551, Mon. to Thurs., 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m.; Fri. closed; Sat., 9 a.m. to 
11 a.m.
GREENSBORO FREE LI-

BRARY, 53 Wilson St., Greens-
boro, (802) 533-2531, greensbo-
rofreelibrary.org, Mon. and Wed. 
closed; Tues., 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.; 
Thur. and Fri., 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; 

Illusionist Leon  
Etienne at the 
BOH, Nov. 15

BARRE – Illusionist Leon 
Etienne will perform his “Magic 
Rocks” show at the Barre Opera 
House on Saturday, Nov. 15, at 7 
p.m.

Etienne has been featured on 
“America’s Got Talent,” “Penn & 
Teller: Fool Us!,” “Masters of Illu-
sion” and “Late Night with Jimmy 
Fallon.” The show is immersive 
and family-friendly.

Tickets may be ordered online 
at barreoperahouse.org or call the 
Barre Opera House at (802) 476-
8188. The Opera House, at 6 North 
Main St., is handicapped accessi-
ble and equipped for the hearing 
impaired.

Sat., 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Sun. noon 
to 2 p.m.
HAZEN UNION SCHOOL LI-

BRARY, 126 Hazen Union Drive, 
Hardwick, (802) 472-6511, hazen-
library@ossu.org, 7:30 a.m. to 3 
p.m., Mon. to Fri. while school is in 
session. Open to the public.
JAQUITH PUBLIC LIBRARY, 
Old Schoolhouse Common, 122 
School St., Marshfield, (802) 426-
3581, jaquithpubliclibrary.org, 
Tues. to Fri., 9 a.m. to noon and 
3 to 6 p.m., Sat. and Mon. 9 a.m. 
to noon, closed Sundays. Winter 
Storytime and Playgroup, Friday 
10:30 a.m., outdoors, dress for the 
weather.
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Thursday, Nov. 6
LIVING WITH BEARS WORK-
SHOP, an online discussion, 10 to 
11 a.m. Register at vtcoverts.us20.
list-manage.com
GRAPHIC NOVEL GROUP, 3 p.m., 
Jeudevine Memorial Library, Hard-
wick. Recommended for ages 7-11. 
Learn about novels at the library, 
share your favorites and take part 
in a comic drawing activity. Informa-
tion: jeudevineyouthlibrarian@hard-
wickvt.gov or (802) 472-5948.  
Friday, Nov. 7
PEACHAM CORNER GUILD 
Christmas Show, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
upstairs at Peacham Town Hall. Art-
ists selling their work, raffle, baked 
goods and light lunch fare to eat in 
or take out.
Saturday, Nov. 8
PEACHAM CORNER GUILD 
Christmas Show, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
upstairs at Peacham Town Hall. Art-
ists selling their work, raffle, baked 
goods and light lunch fare to eat in 
or take out.
Sunday, Nov. 9
BOLLYWOOD DANCE PARTY to 
support Cutler Memorial Library, 
Plainfield Opera House, 3 to 5 p.m. 
Information: elizabethmathai@ya-
hoo.com. 
Tuesday, Nov. 11
BLOOD DRIVE, 11:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m., Hazen Union School, 126 Ha-
zen Union Drive, Hardwick. Contact 
the American Red Cross to sched-
ule a time.

TUESDAY MORNING HONK & 
WAVE. Stand up for Veterans and 
military families. 10 a.m., Hardwick 
Peace Park, 34 Main St. Informa-
tion: IndivisibleHardwick@pm.me.
Wednesday, Nov. 12
DEATH CAFE, 6 p.m., Albany Pub-
lic Library, 830 Main St. Refresh-
ments provided. Information: (802) 
755-6107, albanypubliclibraryvt.
org.
BRANFORD MARSALIS and his 
quartet, 7:30 p.m., Barre Opera 
House, 6 North Main St. Tickets on-
line at barreoperahouse.org or call 
(802) 476-8188.
TEEN COOKIE BAKING and Dec-
orating, 3 p.m., Parker Ladd Com-
munity Room and kitchen, Jeude-
vine Memorial Library Hardwick. 
For ages 12-18. Information: jeude-
vineyouthlibrarian@hardwickvt.gov 
or (802) 472-5948.

Thursday, Nov. 13
READ TO FOREST the comfort 
dog, 3 p.m., Jeudevine Memori-
al Library, Hardwick. Sign up for a 
10-minute time slot to read to For-
est. Recommended for ages 6 and 
up. Information: jeudevineyouthli-
brarian@hardwickvt.gov or (802) 
472-5948.

Friday, Nov. 14
BLOOD DRIVE, noon to 5 p.m., 
Twinfield High School, 106 Naismith 
Brook Road. Contact the American 
Red Cross to schedule a time.
CABOT COMMUNITY CONTRA 
DANCE, 2nd Fridays, Sept. - June, 
7 to 9:30 p.m., Cabot Town Hall, 

3084 Main St. All dances taught, 
no partner needed. Families and 
beginners welcome. Live music by 
local musicians. Information: cabot-
dance@aroundvt.org.
OPENING RECEPTION for “Fibers 
of Being,” an exhibiion showcasing 
the fiber artistry of Elisabeth Mazzil-
li, 5 to 7 p.m., Cutler Memorial Li-
brary, Plainfield. 

Ongoing Events
CHESS CLUB MEETS, on select 
Mondays, 2:45 to 4 p.m., Crafts-
bury School, Minden Art Room. 
Join advisor Andras Hadik-Bar-
koczy in preparing for the Vermont 
State Chess Tournament on March 
28.
KIDS’ CHORUS, Tuesdays, 3 p.m., 
Jeudevine Library, Hardwick. For 
ages 8 and up. Vocal warm-ups, 
musical games and group singing. 
Information: jeudevine youthlibrar-
ian@hardwickvt.gov or (802) 472-
5948.
PLAINFIELD FARMERS MARKET, 
4 to 7 p.m., Fridays,13 Mill St. Food 
and craft vendors, baked goods, 
fruits and veggies and more.
HARDWICK PEACE (& Cease-
fire) VIGIL, Thursdays, 2 - 3 p.m., 
Hardwick Peace Park, S. Main St., 
Hardwick. (beside the river).
MONTPELIER CONTRA DANCE, 
8 - 11 p.m., Capital City Grange. 
Newcomers lesson at 7:40 p.m. 
First, third and fifth Saturdays. In-
formation: (802) 225-8921 or cdu.
tim@gmail.com
AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE 
practice group, every Thursday, 
2 p.m., John Woodruff Simp-

son Memorial Library, 1972 East 
Craftsbury Road, Craftsbury. In-
formation: (802) 586-9692, jw-
simpsonmemorial.org.
FRIENDS OF THE JEUDEVINE 
LIBRARY, meets the third Tues-
day of every month, 5:15 p.m., at 
the library, N. Main St., Hardwick.
OLD-TIME JAM SESSION, 6 to 
8 p.m., J.W. Simpson Library, 
1972 East Craftsbury Road, 
East Craftsbury. All ages and  
abilities encouraged to attend. Jam  
sessions held on the first and 
third Wednesdays of each month.
COMMUNITY DINNER, noon, 
United Church of Hardwick, 
S. Main St., Third and Fourth  
Thursdays of the month. Call De-
nise Carr at (802) 472-3134 to re-
serve  a meal. Take-Out or Eat-In. 
Donations appreciated.
DUNGEONS AND DRAGONS  
for Young Adventurers, first and 
third Mondays, Craftsbury Public  
Library, for children ages 8-13. Re-
serve a spot to play by contacting  
director@craftsburypubliclibrary.org.
EARLY LITERACY STORY-
TIME, Craftsbury Public Library -  
Tuesdays, 10 a.m. For children ages 
0 - 5. Information: childrenslibrar-
ian@craftsburypubliclibrary.org or 
(802) 586-9683.
TAI CHI CLASSES, Tuesdays, 
Jeudevine Memorial Library 
Parker Ladd Community Room, 
Hardwick, 9:30  to 10:15 a.m.  
Advanced Tai Chi, taught by 
Norma Spaulding, 10:30 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m. Tai Chi for Fall  
Prevention, taught by Norma  

Events

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Laundry

Self-serve • Open daily 6 a.m. - 11 
p.m.

Drop-off service available,
call Derek, (802) 793-7388

Flooring

“Quality You Can Stand On”
454-7301, Hollister Hill, 

Plainfield

Mon. - Fri., 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sat., 9 a.m. - noon

LICENSED & INSURED

HOLMES PLUMBING
Glenside St., RFD 1, Hardwick, VT 

05843

Josh Holmes • 472-6228

Plumbing

See EVENTS, Next Page

ServicesServicesServices ServicesServicesServices Solar

Let the Sunshine Power You
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • ELECTRICAL

FEDERAL TAX CREDITS AVAILABLE
(802) 793-2211

jeff@sterlingmountainsolar.com
Jeff Holmes, Master Electrician
2089 Laporte Road, Morrisville, 

Solar

Let the Sunshine Power You
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • ELECTRICAL

FEDERAL TAX CREDITS AVAILABLE
(802) 793-2211

jeff@sterlingmountainsolar.com
Jeff Holmes, Master Electrician
2089 Laporte Road, Morrisville, 

Solar

Let the Sunshine Power You
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • ELECTRICAL

FEDERAL TAX CREDITS AVAILABLE
(802) 793-2211

jeff@sterlingmountainsolar.com
Jeff Holmes, Master Electrician
2089 Laporte Road, Morrisville, dwrichardson1999@gmail.com

• Dumpster
   rental
• Excavation
• Landscaping
• Stump
  Grinding

Services

The Village Restaurant
Home Cooking at Its Best

74 South Main St., Hardwick
(802) 472-5701

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Daily, 6 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Restaurants
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Propane • Heating Oil • Diesel
Heating Equipment Installations

189 Railroad St., St. Johnsbury, VT
(802) 748-8934 or (800) 222-9276

Delivering On A Promise

Town of Stowe
Senior Accountant
Come Grow with Stowe!
   The Town of Stowe is looking for a dynamic, detail-
driven Senior Accountant to join our Finance team.  If 
you’re passionate about public service, love turning 
spreadsheets into stories, and want to make a real 
impact — we want to hear from you! 
   As Senior Accountant, you won’t just be reconciling 
numbers — you’ll be supporting transparency, 
accountability, and sound financial practices. Your core 

responsibilities will include:
 • Processing payroll and accounts payable
 • Preparing and reviewing journal entries, reconciliations, and financial reports
 • Assisting with month-end and year-end closing processes
 • Collaborating on annual budget development and monitoring 
 • Participating in audit activities and preparing audit schedules
 • Ensuring compliance with GASB, GAAP, and Town of Stowe financial policies
   We’re looking for someone who thrives in a collaborative, public sector 
environment and brings strong accounting expertise. The ideal candidate will 
have (or equivalent combination of education and relevant experience):
• Bachelor’s degree in accounting, finance, or related field (Master’s or CPA 
   a plus!)
• 5+ years of progressively responsible accounting experience (governmental 
   accounting preferred)
• Strong computer skills and proficiency at Excel is a must. Knowledge of 
   NEMRC municipal software is a plus.
•  Analytical mindset with sharp attention to detail
•  Excellent communication and problem-solving skills
  This is an in-person position.  Salary Range: $65,000 - $80,000, depending 
on qualifications.
   The Town of Stowe offers a robust benefit package including health and dental 
with low premium share, generous paid leave, VMERS B pension, and more!
   More information can be found at stowevt.gov/jobs.  Submit cover letter and 
resume to recruit@stowevt.gov.   Application deadline: November 21, 2025, 
with position to start January 5, 2025.

The Town of Stowe is an equal opportunity employer

Spaulding. Information: Nor-
ma Spaulding, (802) 472-8724, 
nspauld@gmail.com.
TAI CHI CLASSES, Church of 
Christ, Greensboro. Thursdays, 
9:30 - 10:15 a.m. Advanced Tai 
Chi taught by Norma Spaulding. 
10:30 a.m. to 11:30. Tai Chi for Fall  
Prevention, taught by Norma  
Spaulding and Paul 
Fixx. Information: Norma  
Spaulding, (802) 472-8724, 
nspauld@gmail.com and Paul Fixx 
(802) 441-4599, pfixx@pfixx.net.
DEATH CAFE, hosted by the Hard-
wick Senior Center, 1:30 to 3 p.m. on 
the fourth Monday of each month. 
Tea and goodies served. A safe 
place to listen, talk and share about 
death. 
MAGIC ON TUESDAY. A group of 
young people get together at The Civic  
Standard, S. Main St.,  
Hardwick, to play Magic: the  
Gathering, hosted by Dean Burns, 
Games begin at 5 p.m. and new 
players are always welcome.
PARENTING GROUP, on  
Wednesdays, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m., 
Jaquith Public Library. Caregivers can  
relax and connect with each oth-
ers while their babies play. Geared 
for babies 0-18 months. Siblings  
invited. 122 School St., Marshfield. 
Information: jaquithpubliclibrary@
gmail.com, call (802) 426-3581 or 
visit jaquithpubliclibrary.org.
COMMUNITY SUPPER, Wednesdays, 
5:30 p.m., The Civic Standard, S. Main St.,  
Hardwick. 
STORYTIME, PLAYGROUP ON 
FRIDAYS, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., 
Jaquith Public Library, 122 School St., 
Marshfield. Information: jaquithpubli-
clibrary@gmail.com, call (802) 426-
3581 or visit jaquithpubliclibrary.org.
MENDING CIRCLE MEETS, every 
third Sunday, 3 to 5 p.m., the Civ-
ic Standard, S. Main St., Hardwick. 
Bring clothes in need of fixing. Ma-
terials, instruction and snacks will 
be supplied.
HARDWICK HAIKU CLUB, every 
first Thursday, 5:30 - 7 p.m., The 
Civic Standard, S. Main St., Hard-
wick. A time to read published hai-
ku, brainstorm some Vermont kigo, 
or season words, and write  your 
own haiku. No previous writing  
experience needed. Hosted by Mark 
Scott.
TRIVIA NIGHT, at the Village 
Restaurant, S. Main St., Hard-
wick, Thursdays, 6 - 8 p.m., unless 
there is a home basketball game. A  
limited menu of burgers and appetiz-
ers. Hosted by Annie Houston.  First 
come, first serve event, with room for 
roughly 10 teams.
ALL HANDS TOGETHER, Commu-
nity Crafting Group, Tuesdays, 4:30 
to 6 p.m., Jaquith Public Library, 122 
School St., Marshfield. Information: 
jaquithpubliclibrary@gmail.com, call 
(802) 426-3581, or jaquithpublicli-
brary.org.
MEDITATION at Craftsbury  
Community Care Center, the second 
and fourth Fridays, 3. to 3:45 p.m., 
1784 East Craftsbury Road, Crafts-
bury. Offered by Nancy Milholland. 
Open to all and sponsored by the 
Mental Health Resource Group of 
Craftsbury.
HANG OUT ON THURSDAYS, at 
the Civic Standard, S. Main St., 
Hardwick, 2:45 p.m. - 6. Relax, make 

art, play games, get help with home-
work, or just spend time with friends. 
Facilitated by Hazen Union’s Com-
munity School Coordinator Vaiva 
Velzis, with support from The Civic’s 
staff. Snacks provided. Information: 
Vvelzis@ossu.org.
DUNGEONS & DRAGONS, Tues-
days, 3:30 p.m. - 5. Cabot Public 
Library. Ages 9 - 13. Mysteries and 
magic, tails and talons, puzzles and 
prophecies. 
OUTDOOR STORY & ACTIVITY 
TIME, with the Cabot Public Library, 
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m. - 11:30, 
Cabot Rec Field Pavilion. Join 
Amanda Otto for stories, songs, 
snacks, crafts, open play and special 
programming.
AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM, Every 
Tuesday, 3 p.m. - 5; Thursday, 10:30 
a.m. Preschool Storytime; Friday, 
10:30 a.m. Homeschool Program. 
Greensboro Free Library. Informa-
tion: (802) 533-2531.
PILATES, at the Barn off the Com-
mon, Craftsbury Common. Mondays 
(level 1), 9 a.m., Wednesdays (Mat 
Level 2), 9 a.m.; Fridays (level 3), 9 
a.m.
MENDING MONDAYS, 3 p.m., 
Craftsbury Public Library.
DANCE, Mondays and Thursdays, 
5:30 p.m., Barn off the Common, 
Craftsbury Common.
COMMFIT, 6 p.m., Craftsbury Out-
door Center.
QIGONG, Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m., at 
the Barn off the Common, Craftsbury 
Common.
CRAFTFIT, Tuesdays, 4:30 p.m., 
Thursdays, 4:30 p.m. and Satur-
days, 2:30 p.m. Craftsbury Outdoor 
Center.
ALL LEVELS TAIJI, Tuesdays, 6 
p.m. Fridays, Intermediate Taiji, 
10:15 a.m., Barn off the Common, 
Craftsbury Common.
CHAIR YOGA, Wednesdays, 9 a.m., 
Traditional Yoga, 5 p.m., Craftsbury 
Outdoor Center.
CRAFTSBURY HISTORICAL SO-
CIETY, open Wednesday and Satur-
day, 10 a.m. - noon.
FOOD SHARE, noon to 2 p.m., Unit-
ed Church of Craftsbury.
CRAFTSBURY FARMERS MAR-
KET, Saturdays, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m, on 
the Common.
LEGOS & LISTENING, 3:30 p.m., 
Craftsbury Public Library.
TAMING KNOTWEED, Thurs-
days  at 4:30 p.m. and Saturdays, 
11 a.m., Town Highway 19 across 
from Little Hosmer Dam. Offered 
by the Craftsbury Conservation 
Commission. Bring water, bug 
spray, gloves and assorted clip-
pers andshovels. 
STORY TIME, Thursdays, 10:30 
a.m. Books, songs, art activities and 
more for ages 5 and under, Jeude-
vine Memorial Library, 93 N. Main 
St. Information: jeudevineyouthli-
brarian@hardwickvt.gov, (802) 472-
5948. 
CHAPTERS IN HISTORY BOOK 
GROUP, second Saturday of the 
month, 2 p.m., Sept. 13 through 
Dec. 13, Jaquith Public Library, 122 
School St., Marshfield. Information: 
jaquithpubliclibrary@gmail.com, call 
(802) 426-3581 or visit jaquithpubli-
clibrary.org. 
ADAPTIVE BIKING MONDAYS on 
the Lamoille Valley Rail Trail, 2 to 3 
p.m. and 3:30 to 4:30 p.m., begin-

ning at the trailhead parking lot on 
Creamery Rd. in Hardwick. Spon-
sored by Adaptive Sports Partners. 
Reservations or information: kerry@
adaptivesportspartners.org or call 
(802) 427-4116.    

Exhibits
ANN YOUNG: PEOPLE AND 

TRAINS. Oil paintings of people on 
and off trains. Parker Pie Art Gal-
lery, 161 County Road, West Glover, 
through November 25.

To have your event listed free 
in our weekly events calen-
dar, please e-mail: news@hard-
wickgazette.com.

Town of Woodbury, Vermont, Job Search
Highway Maintenance Worker

  The Town of Woodbury is accepting applications for a Highway Mainte-
nance Worker to join our road crew. This is a full-time position that requires a 
CDL (min Class “B”) and the ability to work outside of regular working hours 
routinely. The ideal candidate will have at least one year of experience in 
highway maintenance, snow plowing, and operation and maintenance of as-
sociated equipment. 
  The starting hourly wage ($20-24) will depend on experience and qualifica-
tions. Woodbury offers excellent benefits, including health and dental insur-
ance, as well as a retirement plan. 
  The town will also consider applications for seasonal (winter only) work.  
 Contact the Town Office for a job application and job description (clerk@
woodburyvt.org) or (802) 456-7051 to receive a paper copy in the mail, or 
stop at the Town Office at 1672 Vt. Rte. 14 in Woodbury.  A job description and 
applicant can also be found on the Town web site, woodburyvt.org.

The position will be open until filled.
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Cal United boys lose heavyweight title fight in Rutland

CU boys soccer team ready for their 
state championship match against 
Twin Valley over the weekend.

photo by Rory Thibault

Sam McLane (right) boots a direct 
kick against Twin Valley defenders in 
the Division IV championship game 
in Rutland Saturday as no. 2 ranked 
Cal United takes on top seeded Twin 
Valley.

photo by Rory Thibault

Cal United’s Alijah Andrews boots 
a pass at midfield past a Twin Val-
ley defender, during the clash of 
undefeated teams for the Division 
IV High School Soccer Cham-
pionship, Saturday in Rutland 

photo by Rory Thibault

See CU  BOYS. next page

“It was a big stage under the 
lights at night on turf  but it’s 
a state championship and it’s 
supposed to be big.”

by Ken Brown

RUTLAND – In what was the 

marquee matchup of championship 

weekend in Vermont high school 

soccer, top seeded Twin Valley 

survived a battle of the unbeatens 

against the Caledonia United boys 

soccer team to claim the Division 

IV state title. 
Brayden Brown and Niko 

Gerding scored a goal apiece to 
power the Wildcats to a 2-0 win 
over Caledonia United under the 
lights Saturday night at Rutland’s 
Alumni Field. Both teams came into 
the highly anticipated matchup 
with identical 16-0 records and 
high powered offenses that steam-
rolled their opponents throughout 
the regular season by a 9-1 scoring 
margin. After a scoreless first half, 
both teams went into the break 
having survived the cold as well 
as relentless pressure on their 
back lines. Brown landed the first 
punch for Twin Valley from long 
range, beating senior keeper Josh 
Petersen high on a direct kick 
from 25 yards out for a 1-0 lead 

eleven minutes into the second 

half. Brown appeared to trip on the 

artificial turf as he broke towards 

the box, but the play was blown 

dead by the lead official, a foul was 
called and Brown didn’t miss.

“There was good play from 
both teams in the first half in what 
seemed like a frenetic pace early. 
There was a feeling out process for 

both teams speed-wise and adjust-
ments to the physicality of play. We 
created some high quality chances 
early on in the match that we just 
didn’t quite finish. Coming out 
of halftime it felt like the type of 
match where the first team to score 
was going to be tough to beat. The 
call could’ve gone either way on 
awarding them the set piece that 
led to the goal, but credit to them 
on executing and capitalizing on it. 
Josh is a great keeper and I know 
he feels he makes that save 9 out 
of 10 times, but in that moment, in 
that atmosphere, it was just a great 
shot. We played a little nervous and 
tentative after that, and it wasn’t 
until 10 minutes left in the match 

before we regained some shape and 
possession that created some great 
opportunities that their keeper 
handled really well. Once again, 
credit to them and their players for 
disrupting our rhythm, especially 
in the second half,” said head coach 
Peter Stratman.

Petersen made a pair of 
high level saves to keep the Cal 
United faithful’s hopes alive before 
Gerding applied the dagger with 

a mini breakaway off a goal kick 
that he finished far post for a 2-0 
lead with thirteen minutes left 
in regulation. Stratman’s club 
went down swinging, applying 
relentless pressure in the closing 
minutes. Sam McLane lofted a 

perfect ball into the penalty area 
that Eli Russell headed towards 
the goal mouth and Wildcat keeper 
Kaelyn Lackey snagged with seven 
minutes left in regulation. Lackey 
then denied a Judah Klarich 
rocket off the post late to secure 
the ninth shutout of the season for 
the Wildcat defense. 

Twin Valley head coach Buddy 
Hayford further cemented his 
legendary status with his eleventh 
state title after becoming Vermont’s 
all-time winningest coach earlier 
this season with the 500th of his 
career. The Wildcats had been 
Division IV state runner-ups the 
last two seasons but the tandem of 
Brown and Gerding provided the 
offense throughout the playoffs to 

Senior Jola Otten of Caledonia United readies to get a shot off on goal de-
fended by Arlington’s Will Calder during semi-final action on Danville’s town 
field October 29. Otten scored one of the winning goals with Caledonia United 
defeating Arlington, 3-0. 

photo by Vanessa Fournier

Caledonia United junior Evan Whitehead controls the midfield on the town 
field in Danville during Division IV semi-final play October 29. Second-seeded 
Caledonia United beat the No. 3 Arlington Eagles, 3-0. 

photo by Vanessa Fournier
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CU Boys
Continued from previous page

Goalkeeper Josh Petersen looks to 
Eli Russell as he heads a Twin Valley 
shot away from the Cal United goal 
with defenders Ben Monaco and Sean 
Lehoe in on the action.

photo by Rory Thibault

Cal United moves close to the Twin 
Valley goal as (from left) Jola Otten 
and Sam McLane look for a scoring 
opportunity.

 photo by Rory Thibault

offense throughout the playoffs 

to send their 8 senior teammates 

out in style with a perfect 17-0 

season. 

It truly was a storybook 

season for Stratman and his 

eight seniors that included 

McLane, Russell, Petersen, 

Jola Otten, Ben Monaco, Sean 

Lehoe, Samson Kitonga and 

Alijah Andrews. It was the first 

state championship match for 

Stratman and his Cal United 

program that was created just two 

years ago with the three school 

cooperative of Twinfield, Cabot 

and Danville. This outstanding 

core of seniors continued to reset 

the program wins record with 

16 this season and Russell (30 

goals), McLane (26) and Otten 

(14) blitzed Mountain League 

opposing defenses all season 

long. Petersen developed into an 

elite goalkeeper for Cal United, 

recording 11 shutouts this fall. 

“It was a big stage under 

the lights at night on turf but 

it’s a state championship and 

it’s supposed to be big. I thought 

the boys warmed up well, they 

were loose and focused and 

came into the match prepared 

with the right mentality. Going 

up against a coach like Buddy 

makes it even bigger and I have 

respect for what he has done to 

grow the game of soccer in this 

state throughout his career. 

The emotion of losing a state 

title match really hit me and 

it’s all tied to watching these 

amazing players work and 

develop throughout the season 

and throughout their careers. It 

has been so much fun getting to 

know players and their families 

from these three communities. 

The support we’ve received from 

all of them has been simply 

amazing and it just shows 

that this great game of soccer 

truly brings people together. 

I’m proud of these players, I’m 

proud of these communities and 

I’m proud to be the coach of this 

program,” said Stratman.

Gouin leads girls to Mountain League honors
by Ken Brown

NEK – More than a few 
area athletes were recognized for 
outstanding play on the pitch this 
past season with girls All-Mountain 
League selections and honors last 
week.

Hazen Union’s Isabelle Gouin 
put a cherry on top of an outstanding 
career by not only being selected 
as a First Team selection, but also 
being named Mountain League 
Co-Offensive Player of the Year. 
The 2024 Vermont All-State 
selection posted her second consec-
utive 20-goal season for the Lady 
Cats this past fall, on her way to 
becoming the all-time goal scorer 
in school history with 56. 

Gouin broke Kaitlyn Forant’s 
record of 54 goals, which stood for 
17 years.

Sharing the honor as top 
offensive player in the Mountain 

League was Ava Francis. The star 
forward scored the game-winning 
goal to lead her Vergennes team to 
a Division III state championship 
over the weekend. 

Joining Gouin as First 
Team selections were teammates 
Brianna Holbrook and Taylor 
Thompson.

Holbrook finished up her 
career last month with another 
outstanding performance on the 
back line for the Lady Cat defense. 

Thompson earned her third 
consecutive First Team selection 
after anchoring the midfield 
for Hazen, leading them to an 
11-win season. The 2024 Vermont 
All-Stater recorded her first career 
hat-trick this past season and is 
primed to be a scoring force for the 
Lady Cats in her senior campaign. 

Caledonia United was in a 
rebuilding year this past season, 
but the outstanding play of Cora 

Abetti, Eliska Siebenbrunner and 
Sarah Austin earned them a home 
playoff seed and Mountain League 
First Team selections. Abetti was 
a force in the middle of the field, 
Austin was versatile on the back 
line and Siebenbrunner was one 
of the top keepers in the Mountain 
League before breaking her finger 
late in the season. Siebenbrunner 
returned from injury after missing 
only one match, recording two 
goals and two assists in the field. 
The versatile junior will be a key 
piece to a young and developing 
Cal United team next season. 

Rounding out First Team 
selections were: Oxbow’s Natalee 
Spear, Ainsley Smith and Brianna 
Marsh; Richford’s Adison Chagnon 
and Mia St. Pierre; Winooski’s 
Eliza Willis and Bora Kashindi; 
Enosburg’s Kallie Morill, Jorja 
Kinney and Vienna Wilde; Blue 
Mountain’s Kennedy Perrigo, 

Addison Murray and Lily Roy; 
Ashtin Stearns, Adrienne Smits, 
Faith McAllister and Sophia James 
of Vergennes; Lilliana Fournier of 
Missisquoi Valley; Cailin Macaulay 
of BFA-Fairfax and Paine Moun-
tain’s Hannah Spencer. 

Hazen’s Julia des Groseilliers, 
Kelsie Rivard and Mya Lumsden, 
along with Cal United’s Jaidyn 
Carson, Phoebe Crocker and 
Lauren Pecor earned Mountain 
League Second Team honors. 
Honorable Mention selections went 
to Hazen’s Autumn Dailey, Ella 
Renaud and Marina Smith, along 
with Cal United’s Peyton Winn. 

All-Mountain League 
Defensive Player of the Year honors 
went to Natalee Spear of Oxbow. 
Mountain League Keeper of the 
Year went to Enosburg’s Jorja 
Kinney and Oxbow’s Shannon 
Gould was named Mountain 
League Coach of the Year.

Isabelle Gouin 						      social media photo Taylor Thompson						      social media photo
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Hunting Reports
Craftsbury General StoreSmiths Store, Greensboro Bend

Archery Report 
 Adam McAllister in 

Glover, bear, 150 lbs.; Emerson 

Hale in Craftsbury, bear, 

128 lbs.; Travis Michaud in 

Hardwick, bear, 300 lbs.; Dean 

Hill in Hardwick, bear, 93 lbs.; 

Daniel Greaves in Hardwick, 

bear, 134 lbs.; Britni Bartlett 

in Kirby, bear, 167 lbs.; Hunter 

Michaud in Hardwick, bear, 

164 lbs.; Nicholas Crum in 

Cabot, bear, 97 lbs.; Heaven 

Perry in Cabot, bear, 142 lbs.; 

Samuel Mattson in Craftsbury, 

bear, 205 lbs.; Susan Rivard 

in Wolcott, bear, 200 lbs.; 

Daniel Laggis in Hardwick, 

bear, 98 lbs.; Joseph Slayton in 

Woodbury, bear, 99 lbs.; Jeffery 

Perry in Hardwick, 106 lbs.; 

Bryan Reynolds in Stannard, 

120 lbs.; Clarence Wheeler in 

Greensboro, 105 lbs.; Brent 

Hodgdon in Hardwick, 100 

lbs.; Britni Bartlett in Wolcott, 

96 lbs.; Justin Holbrook in 

Hardwick, 128 lbs.; Hunter 

Michaud in Hardwick, 124 lbs.; 

Matthew Atwood in Walden, 93 

lbs.; Shawn Richard in Walden, 

36 lbs.; Cody Dunbar in 

Walden, 134 lbs.; Justin Dela-

richelier in Hardwick, 97 lbs.; 

Thad Shedd in Wolcott, 81 lbs.; 

Quentin Lee in Greensboro, 

120 lbs.; Heaven Perry in 

Cabot, 158 lbs.; Garth Chris-

tensen in Hardwick, 87 lbs.; 

Trevor Smith in Hardwick, 121 

lbs.; Daniel Des Groselliers in 

Hardwick, 108 lbs.; Matthew 

Larose in Hardwick, 113 

lbs.; Frederick V. Demag in 

Hardwick, 124 lbs.; Danielle 

Bailey in Cabot, bear, 98 lbs.; 

Michael Tatro in Stannard, 

203 lbs.; Joshua Ducharme in 

Calais, 90 lbs.; Gregory Adams 

in Hardwick, 90 lbs.; Melvin 

Bailey in Woodbury, 164 lbs.; 

Thad Shedd in Johson, 103 

lbs.; Nathan Kirby in Walden, 

158 lbs.; Seville Murphy in 

Woodbury, 111 lbs.; Andrew 

Menard in Hardwick, 103 

lbs.; William Brian Niemi in 

Greensboro, 122 lbs.; David 

Bailey in Albany, 110 lbs.; 

David Bailey in Albany, 

110 lbs.; George Bailey in 

Hardwick, 128 lbs.; Jeffery 

Perry in Cabot, 117 lbs.; Britni 

Bartlett in Wolcott, 95 lbs.; 

Thomas Collier in Greensboro, 

132 lbs.; Robert Gonyaw in 

Hardwick, turkey, 20 lbs., 3 oz.; 

Shawn Chaplin in Greensboro, 

158 lbs.; Nathan Hayden in 

Woodbury, 188 lbs.; Stanley 

Mcallister in Hardwick, bear, 

115 lbs.; Bradley Slayton in 

Woodbury, 104 lbs.; Joseph 

Rivard in Hardwick, 94 lbs.; 

Quentin Lee in Greensboro, 

100 lbs.; Matthew Larose in 

Hardwick, 111 lbs.; Hutson 

Michaud in Hardwick, bear, 

81 lbs.; Patrick Smith in 

Calais, 98 lbs.; Julian Mercy in 

Craftsbury, bear, 58 lbs.  

Youth Weekend 
Ralph Pickett in 

Greensboro, 117 lbs.; Gary 

Whipple in Cabot, 140 lbs.; 

Michael Reed in Lyndon, 112 

lbs.; Carter Eldred in Hardwick, 

105 lbs.; Cy Lyon in Greensboro, 

116 lbs.; Wade Michael Noyes in 

Greensboro, turkey, 5 lbs., 2 oz.; 

Easton Tatro in Greensboro, 89 

lbs.; Jacob Hoadley in Glover, 

125 lbs.; Reegan Lumsden 

in Hardwick, 58 lbs; Patrick 

Morin in Wolcott, 94 lbs.; 

Emma Thereault in Hardwick, 

60 lbs.; Ethan Hanson in 

Woodbury, turkey, 10 lbs.; 

Calvin Spaulding in Craftsbury, 

turkey, 12 lbs.; Nate Drew in 

Glover, bear, 113 lbs.; Jonathan 

Sicard in Hardwick, 57 lbs.;

 Adrian Holbrook in 

Hardwick, 96 lbs.; Brantley 

Gouin in Hardwick, 49 lbs.; 

Corey Gates in Craftsbury, 

113 lbs.; Matthias Patoine 

in Walden, 122 lbs.; Deegan 

Michaud in Greensboro, 

162 lbs.; Talon Michaud in 

Greensboro, 118 lbs.; Tyler 

Putvain in Stannard, 136 lbs.; 

Dawson Michaud in Hardwick, 

87 lbs.; Emmet Barcomb in 

Wolcott, 61 lbs.; Isibel Gonthier 

in Hyde Park, 108 lbs.; Gavin 

Philip in Hyde Park, 124 

lbs.; Deegan Michaud in 

Greensboro, turkey, 8 lbs., 6 

oz.; Ronald Rich in Stannard, 

turkey, 10 lbs.; Hadley Michaud 

in Walden, bear, 77 lbs.; David 

Smith in Burke, bear, 61 lbs.; 

Lydia Alden in Hardwick, 

59 lbs.; Kenidee Gouin in 

Hardwick, 99 lbs; Cooper Ruetz 

in Greensboro, 92 lbs; Nora 

Churchill in Hardwick, 80 lbs; 

Seeley Cota in Glover, 105 lbs.; 

Ethan Hanson in Woodbury, 

106 lbs.; Archie Hodgdon in 

Woodbury, 104 lbs.; Hadley 

Michaud in Walden, 99 lbs.; 

Grant Ainsworth in Elmore, 119 

lbs.; Trevor Smith in Hardwick, 

141 lbs.; McKenzie DeMag in 

Hardwick, 134 lbs.

Early Bear Season Report

September 1 to November 14: 
Diane Earl in Craftsbury, 209 lbs.; 
Stephen Davis in Craftsbury, 122 
lbs.; Jeremy Flanders in Glover, 
243 lbs.; Kody Ovitt in Johnson, 
92 lbs.; Tyler Earle in Glover, 3 
legged, 281 lbs.; Camden Pierce in 
Craftsbury, 114 lbs.; Wayne Goff 
in Craftsbury, 233 lbs.; Shawn 
Currier in Albany, 168 lbs.; Faith 
Orton in Johnson, 120 lbs.; Joshua 
Paquette in Barnet, 182 lbs. 

Archery Report

      October 1 to November 14: 
Nick Wheeler in Albany, 93 lbs.; 
Cliff LaPoint in Craftsbury, 120 lbs.; 
Erika Tallman in Albany, 138 lbs.;  
Shawn Barrow in Craftsbury, bear, 
99 lbs.; Shawn Curnev in Craftbury, 
108 lbs.; Nicholas Tetrault in Eden, 
10 pts., 91 lbs.; Michael Shad in 
Wolcott, 86 lbs.; Joseph Bowen in 
Hyde Park, 7 pts., 71 lbs.; Peter Pitt 
in Craftsbury, turkey, 7 lbs.; Anthony 
Bellavance in Craftsbury, 37    lbs.; 
Elizabeth Searles in Morristown, 
2 pt., 94 lbs.; Joshua Powers in 
Albany, 104 lbs.; Blair Locke in 
Craftsbury, turkey, 10 lbs.; Rodney 
Stone in Coventry, 6 pts., 134 lbs.; 
Anthony Gravel in Wolcott, 4 pts., 
114 lbs.; John Borneman, Eden, 
7 pts., 164 lbs.; Nathan Brown in 
Craftsbury, 5 pts., 188 lbs.; Roscoe 
Conklin in Hyde Park, 115 lbs.; 
Brian Moody in Wolcott, 7 pts., 156 

lbs.; Thomas Collier in Greensboro, 
155 lbs.; Ashley Straib in Craftsbury, 
5 pts., 137 lbs.; Raymond LaPoint in 
Craftsbury, 7 pts., 127 lbs.; Thomas 
Chamberlin in Craftsbury, 75 
lbs.; Bernard Earle in Hyde Park, 
9 pts., 143 lbs.; William Quinn 
in Craftsbury, 128 lbs.; Gregory 
Talmadge in Craftsbury, 116 lbs.; 
Kaleb Weatherell in Morrisville, 3 
pts., 110 lbs.; Jerome MacNeal in 
Craftsbury, 110 lbs.; Ian Masse in 
Craftsbury, 100 lbs.; Kevin Willey 
in Craftsbury, 100 lbs.; Katelyn 
Colaceci in Albany, 128 lbs.; Joshua 
Powers in Albany, 130 lbs.; Landon 
Cochran in Craftsbury, turkey, 8 lbs. 
5 oz. 

Youth Weekend

October 25 to 26: Stig Link 
in Craftsbury, 104 lbs., Lincoln 
Robillard in Craftsbury, 98 lbs.; 
Brettley Dolan in Eden, 103 lbs.; 
Ivan Masse in Craftsbury, 6 pts., 
146 lbs.; Tanner Westcom in Hyde 
Park, 115 lbs.; Alex Lanphere 
in Waterville, 111 lbs.; Uriah 
Sherlaw in Lowell, turkey, 9 lbs.; 
Anson Magoon in Albany, 129 lbs.; 
Leighton Tabor in Wolcott, 3 pts.; 
118 lbs.; Chase Tallman in Greens-
borom 4 pts., 163 lbs.; Jace Truell 
in Greensboro, 125 lbs.; Finn 
Nunery in Greensboro, 125 lbs.; 
Jessa Audet in Craftsbury, 116 
lbs.; Owen Audet in Craftsbury, 
109 lbs.

Caledonia United senior Sam McLane (left) speeds past Landon Hill (center) 
of Arlington during semi-final play at town field in Danville October 29. Mclane 
got one of the winning goals. In back at right is teammate Eli Russell. Cale-
donia United won 3-0. 

photo by Vanessa Fournier
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Ken Brown’s
Sports Nuggets

Ken Brown’s
Runners Roundup

High Schools wrap 
up cross-country 
seasons at States

THETFORD – Craftsbury 
Academy (CA), Hazen Union, 
and Danville wrapped up their 
seasons two weeks ago, getting 
their young teams some invaluable 
experience at the Vermont High 
School Cross-Country Run State 
Championships.

In the girls 5,000m, freshman 
Aemilia Terrone led the way 
for CA, posting an impressive 
7th-place finish (22:41) in her 
first ever Division III final. Green 
Mountain’s Desi Broadley bested 
the field with a time of 20:22.70. 
Peoples Academy freshman Daisy 
Berg capped off an incredible 
season with a runner-up finish. 
Hazen Union sophomore Ursa 
Goldenrose and senior teammate 
Chloe Dyer also qualified and 

finished. Rice came out on top in the 
team competition, edging Stowe for 
the Division III state title.

On the boys side, Danville 
freshman Landon Garrand was the 
only area runner to finish in the top 
20 with a time of 19:03.20. Hazen 
sophomore Kaiah Cloutier finished 
the season strong by besting more 
than half the field, along with CA 
freshman James Reynolds and 
Hazen Junior Daniel Pougnier. 
Charger seniors Owen McKibben 
and Soren Stelma-Leonard 
wrapped up their high school 
careers by qualifying and finishing, 
along with junior teammate Theo 
Alexander. Hazen’s future also 
looks bright after their trio of 
freshmen Losada Stoddard, Alden 
Pougnier and Kolten Lumsden 
qualified and finished in their first 
state competition. 

BFA-Fairfax senior Gage 
Magnuson bested the field with a 

time of 16:38, leading his Bullet 
team to the division III state title. 
Stowe’s Nico Delena was individual 
runner-up, posting a time of 17:21.

Mantius leads the 
way for Danville in 
Middle School finals

ST. ALBANS – Danville 
eighth-grader Willa Mantius 
bested over 200 runners to win 
the individual title in the Vermont 
Middle School Cross-Country Run 
Championships at Hard’Ack Recre-
ation Area two weeks ago.

Mantius ran her best time of 
the season in the biggest moment, 
crossing the finish line first with a 
time of 11:40.70 to win the 3,000m 
individual state title. Georgia’s 
Lydia Phillips earned runner-up 
honors with a time of 11:52.70. 
Danville sixth-grader Ryker 
Stevens posted an impressive 

21st place finish with a time of 
12:49.30, her best of the season. 
Craftsbury Academy seventh-
graders Adrienne Robillard, Mia 
Stout and Evelyn Patch ran their 
best time of the season to finish 
ahead of more than 75% of the 
field. 

Middlebury took home the 
team title, with Danville finishing 
eighth and CA eleventh out of 27 
teams. 

In the boys 3,000m, Danville 
sixth grader Wyatt Mantius ran 
a personal best time of 11:04.40 
to lead all local runners with a 
twelfth place finish. Craftsbury 
Academy fifth grader Lawrence 
Fox wasn’t intimidated by the big 
stage, besting over 150 runners 
with his best time of the season 
(12:22.10). 

Frederick H. Tuttle edged 
Camels Hump and Hinesburg to 
capture the team state title.

Eames finishes off  
collegiate career 
for Lady Badgers

JOHNSON – Former Craftsbury 

Academy (CA) multi-sport standout 

Ida Eames wrapped up an impressive 

career for her women’s VTSU-Johnson 

soccer team last week.

The Lady Badgers fell to the 

University of Maine-Farmington 

in penalty kicks last Wednesday in 

the quarterfinal round of the North 

Atlantic Conference (NAC) tour-

nament. The two teams had played 

to a 0-0 tie four days earlier in their 

regular season finale, earning the 

Lady Badgers a home playoff match. 

Eames was honored, along with her 

fellow senior teammates for their 

outstanding collegiate careers on the 

pitch. The former CA track & field, 

cross-country and soccer standout 

finished her career with 12 goals and 

five assists for VTSU-Johnson. She 

helped lead the Lady Badgers to 23 

wins the last three seasons, including 

a program best double-digit win 

season last fall that earned them the 

second seed in the NAC tournament. 

Their loss last week ended their 

season at 8-4-5.

Green & Gold Senior 
Classic this weekend

NORTHFIELD – Several local 

seniors will be in action on the pitch 

this coming weekend at Norwich 

Univerity’s Sabine Field in the 

Vermont Green & Gold Senior Classic. 

The Vermont Senior Coaches 

Association (VSCA) have created a 

day of soccer celebration, Sunday, for 

the top seniors from all across the 

state. Invites have been sent to the top 

seniors from Hazen Union and Cale-

donia United (Twinfield-Cabot-Dan-

ville) after leading their teams to 

impressive seasons this past fall.

The division 3-4 girls match 

consisting of Green and Gold teams 

from both North and South all-stars 

will kick of the Senior Classic at 12:30 

p.m. The division 3-4 boys match will 

follow at approximately 2:30 p.m. The 

division 1-2 girls and boys matches 

will be played under the lights at 

Sabine Field at approximately 4:30 

and 7 p.m.

Get the free newsletter featuring notable news, 
arts, sports and opinion. Sit back, 

relax and catch up.
hardwickgazette.org

or help at
hardwickgazette.org/donate
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