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Ice Out for Good rallies demand accountablhty

by Paul Fixx

VERMONT — More than 7,000 Vermonters
came out between Thursday, Jan. 8, and Sun-
day, Jan. 11, as part of ICE Out for Good ral-
lies across Vermont. Within 24 hours of the an-
nouncement, there were already 1,000 events
anticipated nationwide.

A rally in Hardwick began Saturday at
noon, where speakers demanded accountabili-
ty for the killing of Renee Nicole Good last week
in Minneapolis, and an end to the months-
long pattern of unchecked violence and abuse
by ICE agents in marginalized communities
across America.

Walden’s Bob Hawk joined the Hardwick
rally, counting 70 activists on hand at 12:30
p-m., with more still arriving. He reported lots
of cars honking in solidarity. Others reported

some, but only a few negative comments for
those in passing vehicles.

Organizers with Indivisible Hardwick later
reported more than 80 people had joined the
rally.

Greensboro’s Anne Stevens said, “We need
to stand up. We can’t let this go on.”

The Hardwick rally was attended by more
young adults than most recent public rallies
and protests there. Amabel Siorghlas from
Marshfield was joined by Hardwick’s Dana and
Rae Michaud, where Dana said he was there to
“fight for the rights to a safe education.”

He hoped by joining others along the street,
“more people will see us exercising our consti-
tutional rights.”

Manuel O’Neill said it was enough for him
to be there if his presence was “giving one more

See RALLIES, 7

Saturday’s “ICE Outfor Good’rally in Hardwick was
attended by more young adults than most recent
public rallies and protests there. Amabel Siorghlas
from Marshfield was joined by Hardwick’s Dana
and Rae Michaud, where Dana said he was there
to “fight for the rights to a safe education.”
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After a wagon ride through Hardwick, December
17, Hardwick Elementary fourth-grader Jayce Gann
shares a nuzzle with the Belgian Draft horse, part
of a two-horse team handled by Jeff Simpson of
Kingdom’s Horse Drawn Wagon and Sleigh Rides,
who pulled him, along with his Hardwick Elementary
School classmates. photo by Lisa Stinson

The Hardwick Gazette at

Front Seat, Fridays, 10 a.m.
by The Hardwick Gazette

HARDWICK - The Hardwick Gazette
staff will be at Front Seat Coffee every Fri-
day, from 10 to 11 a.m., beginning January
16. The editor and reporter will be on hand
to hear news tips, story ideas, comments
and answer any questions about the local
newspaper.
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HED merger with Morrisville Water & Light explored

by Paul Fixx

HARDWICK - The Hardwick Electric De-
partment (HED) has eliminated its general
manager and begun to explore a possible merg-
er with Morrisville Water & Light (MW &L) sug-
gests the wording of a separation agreement
with former General Manager Sarah Braese
and a new Management Services Agreement
with MW&L.

There’s been no indication of any plan to ex-
plore a merger during public meetings of HED
Commissioners, or in press releases.

“MW&L and Hardwick Electric Department
(HED) seek to explore the potential of various
merger models to strengthen each utility so
that customers may enjoy reliable, superior, af-
fordable electric service into the future,” says

the first sentence of the agreement to share the
management services of Scott Johnstone with
MW&L that was signed by Commissioner Mike
Ambrosino on October 28 for HED.

On December 12, Ambrosino signed an
agreement bringing Braese’s services for HED
to an end, which said HED “has decided to
begin the process of reorganization for greater
effectiveness and efficiency, to a management
structure that eliminates the general manager
position at Hardwick Electric Department and
replaces it with a new general manager posi-
tion shared across multiple municipal electric
departments.

That agreement makes it clear Braese’s
“performance has been at all times satisfac-

tory throughout her employment,” and the
See MERGER, 8

Gov. Scott bullish on educauon reform plans

by Shaun Robinson, VTDigger

MONTPELIER - In his annual address to
Vermont legislators recently, Gov. Phil Scott
urged members of the House and Senate to
move forward with the next stages of the sweep-
ing education reform project they started last
year, at his administration’s urging.

But as the 2026 legislative session got un-
derway this week, it has seemed far from cer-
tain that the process of creating new school dis-
tricts and developing a new funding model with
the goals of improving educational quality and
making the system less expensive overall, will
advance at the pace, or in the form, that the

See BULLISH, 3

Gov. Phil Scottenters the House of Representatlves
chamber to deliver his State of the State address
at the Statehouse in Montpelier on Wednesday,
January 7. photo by Glenn Russell, VTDigger
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PoLiceE REPORT

Orleans County Sheriff’s Office
Unlawful trespass,
retail theft

DERBY - On December 6,
Deputy Cota investigated several
retail thefts and incidents of
unlawful trespass that occurred
between August and November
2025 at the Walmart in Derby.
Investigation revealed that Travis
Daigle, of Greensboro, stole several
times from Walmart in this period
both before and after he was
formally trespassed from the store.
Daigle was located on December
26, 2025 and was charged with
three counts of Retail Theft and two
counts of Unlawful Trespass. He
was referred to Vermont Superior
Court, Orleans Criminal Division
for February 3 at 8:30 a.m. to
answer the above charges.

Forget someone on your
Christmas list? We have all
the belated gifts you need.

On December 6, Deputy Cota
investigated several retail thefts
and incidents of unlawful trespass
that occurred between October and
December of 2025 at the Walmart in
Derby. Investigation revealed Alex
Maldonado, of Wolcott, entered the
store after being formally trespassed
and stole several times within this
period. With the help of Morristown
Police Department, Maldonado was
located on January 5 and charged
with three counts of Unlawful
Trespass and Retail Theft.

Vermont State Police
Stolen baby Jesus,
plow crash

MARSHFIELD — On December
8 at 12:11 p.m., a three car crash
occurred on the Cabot Road in the
Town of Marshfield. Operator No.
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2, Harry Dailey of Woodbury, was
driving a 2023 Western Star 4700
with a snowplow on the front of the
vehicle and turning around at the
Marshfield town line. Dailey had a
snowplow into the roadway and was
waiting for an oncoming vehicle to
pass before turning into the road. The
snowplow was stopped when Operator
No. 1, Douglas Gill of Northfield in a
2017 Ford F150 traveling towards
Marshfield from Cabot, collided with
the end of the plow and then collided
with Operator No. 3, Carol Baker
of Marshfield in her 2014 Honda
CRV. All operators were screened by
EMS and only Dailey and Gill were
transported to CVMC for further
treatment. The roadway was cleared
of any hazards and vehicles No. 1 and
No. 3 were towed by Action Towing
and Caledonia Wrecker Service.

The Vermont State Police - Berlin
Barracks is seeking the public’s assis-
tance regarding the theft of a baby
Jesus and lamb statue from a nativity
scene in the town of Marshfield. The
theft is believed to have occurred
between January 2 and January 3.
Troopers are asking anyone who may
have observed suspicious activity in

the area of Cabot Road during this
time frame, or who may have infor-
mation related to this left, to contact
the Vermont State Police - Berlin
Barracks at (802) 229 - 9191.

Anonymous tops may also be
submitted online at Submit a Tip
via Vermont State Police website or
by texting keyword VTIPS to 274637
(CRIMES).

AWARE Report
HARDWICK - Seven people

AWARE services
between January 4 and January
11. The AWARE 24-hour hotline
is (802) 472-6463. A non-profit
established in 1984, AWARE
serves Hardwick and the greater
Hardwick area in preventing and
healing the trauma of domestic
and sexual violence. AWARE
provides help during immediate
crises, as well as advocating for
on-going emotional and legal
support for people of all ages and
gender. For more information
about AWARE, including educa-
tional resources, programming and
how to get involved as a volunteer
visit awarevt.org.

used
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WEeATHER WATCH

A spectacular sunrise started the day on January 9 on Montgomery Road

in East Hardwick.

photo by Dawn Gustafson

Light accumulating snow to
start; sun appears by Friday

by Tyler Molleur

EAST HARDWICK - Not hav-
ing a thaw during the winter last
year felt like an anomaly. It turns
out that was true. Over the past
couple of weeks, we've seen several
rounds of brief warm-ups causing
precipitation to turn to rain. One
episode of that came just before
2026, when we experienced some
freezing rain that caused scattered
power outages and slippery roads.
Ice accumulations varied from half
an inch in Walden to an eighth of
an inch in Hardwick Village and
East Craftsbury. Cabot report-
ed three-eighths of an inch before
temperatures rose above freezing.
A second warm-up around January
8-10 brought another quarter inch
of rain as temperatures neared 40.

None of the warm-ups creat-
ed huge changes in the snowpack.
Some melting did occur, but sev-
eral episodes of light accumulat-
ing snow in between, minimized
the overall impact. Many obser-
vation stations continue to report
snow depths of at least eight inch-
es, with upwards of one to two feet
in the intermediate hills.

An upper-level trough and ap-
proaching surface cold front sets up
over the Great Lakes on Wednes-
day, bringing a chance of some
light snow showers, although a few
drops of rain may mix in during the
afternoon as temperatures warm
above freezing. The trough deep-
ens and closes off as it approaches
the northeast on Wednesday night
and Thursday, causing a surface

low to form somewhere near the
upper-Hudson  region, bring-
ing some light snow as tempera-
tures cool and winds gust from the
northwest. The rapid drop in tem-
peratures overnight on Wednesday
could make for some very slippery
travel Thursday morning. That low
exits Thursday evening, but a few
lingering snow showers and some
frigid wind chills remain.

Friday will feature weak ridg-
ing and brief influence from mild-
er air again by Saturday, although
another upper-level disturbance
brings in more clouds and some
light snow as the weekend progress-
es. No big snowfall events to men-
tion, but enough snow falls to re-
fresh what is already on the ground.
Here are the forecast details:

Wednesday: Mostly cloudy.
Scattered rain or snow showers.
High: 38. Low: 17. South wind
around 5 mph.

Thursday: Light snow likely.
Snow accumulation of 2 to 4 inches.
High: 27. Low: -3. West wind 10-15
mph with gusts to 20 mph, decreas-
ing to 5-10 mph by evening. Wind
chill values as low as -16.

Friday: Mostly sunny. High:
18. Low: 10. West wind around 5
mph.

Saturday: Partly sunny, with
increasing clouds by afternoon.
Isolated snow showers in the af-
ternoon. High: 30. Low: 14. South
wind 5-10 mph.

Sunday: Mostly cloudy. Light
snow likely. High: 25. Low: 4.
West wind around 5 mph in the
afternoon.

Bullish

Continued From Page One
governor and his Republican allies
want.

That’s in part because the
school redistricting task force set
up in last year’s education reform
law, Act 73, did not recommend new
proposed district maps in Novem-
ber ahead of the session, essential-
ly flouting one of the law’s key di-
rectives. Any new maps would like-
ly include far fewer school districts,
with larger student populations in
each, than what exists today.

Speaking to a joint assembly
of legislators and other officials for
his State of the State address in
the House chamber, Scott called ed-
ucation reform “our most critical
challenge.”

He pointed to how Vermont-
ers could see a nearly 12% average
property tax hike this year, about
half of which is due to anticipated
increases in school district spend-
ing in the 2026-2027 school year, ac-
cording to estimates late last year
from the Vermont Tax Department.

“These are the real costs of
maintaining a system designed
for a Vermont that no longer ex-
ists,” the governor said. “If there’s
one thing you take away from this
speech today, it’s this: education
transformation is not optional. It’s
essential.”

In fact, there was not much
else legislators could take away
from the speech, as Scott’s 35-min-
ute address focused almost entire-
ly on that topic. Scott also took the
notable step of using his speech to
issue an ultimatum: If lawmak-
ers did not make the changes to
the state’s education system that
he wants to see, he would not sign
other key pieces of legislation they
pass, such as the annual state bud-
get or the bill that sets property
tax rates, known as the yield bill.

“From my perspective, the re-
cent failure to produce maps was a
political strategy to preserve the old
system,” the governor said. “Follow-
ing through is about keeping our
word to students, teachers and tax-
payers who all deserve better.”

Scott’s ultimatum drew criti-
cism from the Democratic leaders
ofthe House and Senate in remarks
to reporters shortly after. House
Speaker dJill Krowinski, D-Burl-
ington, said she did not think the
veto threat was productive and, in
fact, could make it harder to per-
suade her colleagues in the cham-
ber to move forward with the plan
the governor has laid out.

“It’s disappointing to hear,”
she said. “I am 100% at the table to
figure this out with the House, with
the Senate and with the governor
and I think we all are coming to a
place of having to reset and figure
out what we do to keep education

transformation going. And, what
does that look like in a map?”

She added, “I think there’s con-
cern and fear about what might hap-
pen” among House members, “but I
truly believe that every member in
my chamber wants to do something.
It’s just how we get there and that’s
going to be the tough work ahead of
us this session.”

Senate President Pro Tempo-
re Phil Baruth, D/P-Chittenden
Central, said he “would have prob-
ably preferred no threat, but a pri-
vate communication of how serious
(Scott) is.” Baruth called Scott’s
speech “the most narrowly focused
State of the State I've ever seen” in
his 15 years in the Senate, though
he understood why the governor
would make that decision.

Asked about his own appe-
tite for advancing the stipulations
of Act 73, Baruth bristled slightly
at a reporter’s suggestion he was
“bullish” on the law.

“I would say I'm committed to
it,” he said.

In a statement issued short-
ly after the address, the minority
leaders of the House and Senate,
for their part, praised the gover-
nor’s speech. Scott “correctly iden-
tified education reform as our most
urgent challenge,” said Rep. Pattie
McCoy, R-Poultney, and Sen. Scott
Beck, R-Caledonia.

House and Senate leaders
have already said they expect some
existing programs will need to be
cut as support from the federal gov-
ernment wavers, especially for key
human services programs such as
nutritional benefits, Medicaid and
assistance for home heating costs.

“This year’s spending package
has required difficult decisions,”
Scott said of his administration’s
budget proposal, which he will
present in another address later
this month. From there, the House
and Senate will develop a budget
bill, which they’ll ultimately send
back to Scott for his sign-off.

The governor said Wednesday
that in national politics, “conflict is
chosen over cooperation, division
over decency and outrage over out-
comes. People lose trust.”

He said he sees advancing the
education reform plan he supports,
and that legislators started last
yearin Act 73, as a way to set an ex-
ample of how people’s “government
still works for them.” Democratic
leaders’ willingness to evolve the
public education system in 2025
along the lines Scott proposed was,
in part, a political response to vot-
ers’ outrage in 2024 over property
tax increases. That spike led Dem-
ocrats to lose a historic number of
state House and Senate seats.

“We don’t need to be asked to
do the right thing,” Scott said. “We
just need to do it.”
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PoLicE REPORT

Hardwick Police Department
Media Log

HARDWICK - December 21:
DUI, Vt. Route 15; Directed Patrol,
Vt. Route 15.

December 22: Directed Pa-
trol, S. Main St.; VIN verification,
Craftsbury Rd.; Assist - Other, Wol-
cott St.; Assist - Other, Wolcott St.;
Suspicious Event, W. Church St.;
Accident - LSA, Vt. Route 15.

December 23: Directed Patrol,
S. Main St.; Medical, S. Main St.;
Alarm, S. Main St.; Fingerprints,
High St.; Welfare Check, Houston
Hill Rd.

December 24: Property Dam-
age, Marshall St.; Accident - TCNR,
Vt. Route 15 W.; Traffic Hazard,
Vt. Route 15 E.; Property Watch,
Vt. Route 16; Traffic Stop, Mill St.;
Traffic Stop, Vt. Route 15; Animal
Problem, S. Main St.

December 25: Accident -
TCNR, Vt. Route 15 E.; Assist -
Agency, Elm St.; Traffic Stop, S.
Main St.; 911 Hangup, Marshall
St.; Abandoned Vehicle, Vt. Route
15.

December 26: Assist - Agency,
Vt. Route 15 W.; Suspicious Event,
Spring St.; Medical, Hillside Ave.;
Parking Problem, S. Main St.

December 27: Accident - Prop-
erty Damage Only, Center Rd.; In-
formation, Church St.; Fire Haz-
ard, Highland Ave.

December 28: Suspicious
Event, Vt. Route 14 S.; Animal
Problem, S. Main St.; Snowmobile,
Hardwick; Accident - Injury to Per-
son(s), Vt. Route 16; Assist - Agen-
cy, West Hill Rd; Suspicious Event,
Vt. Route 14 S.; Animal Problem, S.

Main St.; Snowmobile, Hardwick;
Accident - Injury to Person(s), Vt.
Route 16; Assist - Agency, W. Hill
Rd.

December 29: Suspicious
Event, Vt. Route 16; Accident -
Property Damage Only, Center
Rd.; Citizen Dispute, Mill St.

December 30: Accident -
TCNR, Vt. Route 15; Theft, Re-
naud Rd; Accident - Property Dam-
age Only, Vt. Route 15; Assist -
Public, Maple St.; Assist - Motorist,
Vt. Route 15; Medical, Marsh Rd.

December 31: Alarm, Bliz-
zard Way; Lost Property, Salls Rd.;
Abandoned Vehicle, School Cir,;
Citizen Dispute, Church St.; Assist
- Motorist, Vt. Route 16; 911 Han-
gup, Town Farm Rd.; Trespassing,
Vt. Route 15 W.; Traffic Stop, S.
Main St.

January 1: Assist - Motorist,
Vt. Route 15 E.; Missing Person,
Vt. Route 16; Suspicious Event,
Elm St.; Intoxication, Mill St.

January 2: Welfare Check, The
Lane; Parking Problem, Mackville
Rd.; Assist - Agency, Vt. Route 14
S.; Assist - Public, Cabot Rd.; Park-
ing Problem, S. Main St.; Trespass-
ing, Spring St.; Assist - Agency,
Spring St.; Traffic Stop, Wolcott St.

January 3: Parking Problem,
Marshall St.; Traffic Stop, Wolcott
St.; Traffic Stop, Wolcott St.; Traffic
Stop, Wolcott St.; Welfare Check,
Mackville Rd.; Welfare Check,
Bridgman Hill Rd.

January 4: Custodial Dispute,
Elm St.; Assist - Motorist, Wolcott
St.; Medical, E. Church St.

Vermont State Police
DUI, Home improvement fraud

MARSHFIELD - On Decem-
ber 30, at 10:30 a.m., troopers of
the Berlin Barracks were meet-
ing with Kevin Hudson, of Pea-
cham, outside the Marshfield
Town Clerk’s Office for a mat-
ter unrelated to this case. While
speaking with Hudson, troopers
observed signs of impairment
and established that he had driv-
en to that location shortly prior.
Hudson was subsequently arrest-
ed for suspicion of DUI. He was
later released with a citation to
appear in the Washington Coun-
ty Superior Court, Criminal Di-
vision, January 15, at 8:30 a.m.

PLAINFIELD - On Novem-
ber 30, at 2:57 p.m., troopers re-
ceived a report of a possible home
improvement fraud in Plainfield.
Subsequent investigation indi-
cated Melina Vieux paid Jesse
Reeder approximately $9,000 for
a home renovation project. The

Kevin Hudson

project was started, but Reeder
failed to finish the project or re-
fund Melinda’s money.

On January 3, Reeder was
issued a citation to appear in
the Washington County Superior
Court; Criminal Division for the
above charge.

Cabot firefighters responded on January 1 to a single motor vehicle accident
on Vt. Rte. 215 just after 7:30 a.m. There were no injuries. Mutual aid partners
Marshfield and Walden were canceled en route. The road was temporarily
reduced to one lane of traffic and was reopened by 8:30 a.m.

photo from social media

The Greensboro Flre Depan‘ment responded with mutual aid to Halsey Lane
in Glover on December 29, at 10:04 a.m., for a structure fire. Freezing rain
created difficult road conditions for responding units from Orleans Fire Depart-
ment, Glover Volunteer Fire Department, Albany Volunteer Fire Department
and Irasburg Fire Department. photo by Orleans Fire Deptartment
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Changes to inspection
stickers effective 2026

MONTPELIER - The state con-
tinues the modernization of its Auto-
mated Vehicle Inspection Program
(AVIP) so efficiency can be increased,
as well as protecting the safety of
Vermont’s roads and the cleanli-
ness of the air. The Vermont Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles (DMV) has
had input from the law enforcement
community and has taken steps to
respond to other feedback about
the inspection stickers issued for all
light and heavy-duty vehicles. DMV
redesigned the inspection stickers

based on this feedback.

Changes include enlarged nu-
meric expiration dates to enhance
visibility and removal of the QC
Code to increase the numeric size.

For any questions or concerns,
contact an area DMV inspector or
the Enforcement & Safety Office at
(802) 828-2067 during normal busi-
ness hours. A map of regions served
by DMV inspectors along with con-
tact information can be found
at dmv.vermont.gov/document/
dmv-inspector-map.

Potential priority projects
proposed, board budgets

by Raymonda Parchment

WOODBURY - The select
board capped off the year with a
number of updates, at its Decem-
ber 22, regular meeting, beginning
with Dan Koenemann of the Win-
ooski Natural Resources Conserva-
tion District sharing a spreadsheet
that highlighted priority projects
for potential improvement of water
quality in Sabin Pond (Woodbury
Lake).

Woodbury Volunteer Fire De-
partment (WVFD) president Retta
Dunlap was present to request the
board consider a crosswalk, as well
as traffic warning lights in the vil-
lage, to allow WVFD members and
town residents to cross Vt. Route
14 safely when arriving at the fire
station. The discussion continued
for some time, with board mem-
bers agreeing to discuss funding
sources with the VTrans District 6
Manager.

Town Clerk Robin Durkee re-
ported it has been quiet in the town
offices, as she works on the town
report. She said the new furnace at
the town office has been fixed. The
problem with it was due to a build-
up of condensation.

Road Commissioner Alfred
Larabee said the crew has been fo-
cused on snow plowing. Interviews
continue with applicants for the
third full-time road crew position.

In other Dbusiness, John

Gordon was present to share the
status of FEMA buyouts in the
village.

Durkee reported the water to
the town hall has been shut off,
and will be turned back on for the
monthly potluck suppers.

At its first 2026 meeting, Jan-
uary 5, to continue budget talks
that began in early December,
Town Treasurer Lilly Baron pro-
vided updated copies of the latest
2027 budget.

The board then examined
every expense line by line, declin-
ing a proposal to eliminate most
of the stipends and small payment
amounts for the list of elected and
appointed officials.

A unanimous board vote to in-
crease by 3% all wages paid to em-
ployees and elected officials. The
culvert budget was increased from
$15,000 to $30,000, based on the re-
alization that the town may not be
able to utilize more of the “excess”
FEMA funds. The Outside Services
budget in the Highway Fund was
increased by $10,000 to pay for en-
gineering for two large culvert re-
placements. $75,000 has been bud-
geted as a match for the Valley Lake
Road culvert project. This will be a
VTrans grant project but the grant
amount is limited to $200,000. The
estimated cost of the project was
$275,000. The engineering was al-
ready completed and paid for by a
grant in a prior year.
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The Hardwick Fire Department responded on December 28 at 4:13 p.m. to
a single motor vehicle accident on Vt. Rte. 16 in East Hardwick. Engine 1
and nine members responded. All personnel and equipment were clear and

returning in approximately one hour.

photo from social media

DUI, car crashes

HARDWICK — The Hardwick
Police Department responded to
Vt. Route 16 for a report of a sin-
gle vehicle crash on December 28,
at 4:11 p.m. The operator, Jesse
Wisner of Greensboro, was travel-
ing north in his 2020 Jeep Grand
Cherokee when he lost control of
his motor vehicle. Wisner went off
the roadway causing damage to his
vehicle. Wisner sustained minor
injuries. Hardwick Fire and Res-
cue also responded to the scene.

On December 30, Paul Re-
naud of Hardwick reported a theft
from his barn on Renaud Road. Re-
naud recently noticed his ice fish-
ing gear, that was stored in a black
Jet Sled, missing from his barn.
Some of the gear had his initials on
it. Anyone with any information is
asked to contact the Hardwick Po-
lice Department.

On January 5 at approximate-
ly 3:46 p.m., the Hardwick Police
Department received a report of
a single vehicle crash on Route 15
East. The call came from On-Star.
The investigation revealed Brad-
ley Biron of Cabot was operating a
2013 Toyota 4-Runner east on Route
15. As the vehicle finished rounding
the right curve in the roadway, the
rear of the vehicle broke traction to
the left. The vehicle slid sideways
across the westbound lane and off
the roadway where it rolled 360 de-
grees. Biron was uninjured in the
crash. Biron was processed for DUI
at the Hardwick Police Depart-
ment. He was released on citation
to appear in Caledonia Superior
Court: Criminal Division on Janu-
ary 23 for the charge of DUI.

On Monday, Dec. 29, at 11:52
a.m., Hardwick Police responded
to a single vehicle rollover crash
on Center Road in Hardwick. Har-
vey Xia of Massachusetts was trav-
eling west on Center Road in his
2015 Subaru Forester. Xia lost

control of his vehicle on the slip-
pery road surface. Xia’s vehicle
slid sideways across the eastbound
lane and off the roadway. The vehi-
cle barrel rolled and landed on its
driver’s side. Xia and his passen-
ger were wearing their seat belts
and all of the airbags deployed in
the vehicle. Xia and his passenger
were uninjured in the crash; how-
ever, the vehicle was totaled.

On December 30, at 12:17
p-m., Hardwick Police respond-
ed to a multiple vehicle crash on
Route 15 W in Hardwick. The in-
vestigation revealed that Gaylon
McArthur of Hyde Park was trav-
eling east on Route 15 in his 2022
Ford Escape. Alissa Harvey of
Walden was following McArthur in
her Ford F-150 and Cody Smith of
Waterbury was following Harvey
in his 2001 Toyota Tacoma truck.
McArthur activated his left turn
signal and slowed to make a left
turn into the residential driveway
of 944. As McArthur made the left
turn, Harvey stopped and noticed
Smith’s vehicle coming up behind
her too fast to stop. Harvey steered
to the right and Smith passed her
vehicle on the left striking McAr-
thur’s vehicle. This spun McAr-
thur’s vehicle off the roadway. Mi-
chael McGlynn of Woodbury was
traveling west on Route 15 in his
Ford F250. Smith’s vehicle struck
the rear of McGlynn’s vehicle. Har-
vey’s vehicle was not struck by any
of the other vehicles. There were
no injuries in this crash and dam-
age to the vehicles was minor.

On January 5, at approxi-
mately 2:39 p.m., Hardwick Po-
lice were advised of a person at the
Quick Stop known to have a war-
rant. Casandra Rich was locat-
ed at this location and taken into
custody without incident. She was
lodged at Northeast Regional Cor-
rectional Facility.
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Thank you to the more than 1,000 individuals, families, granting organizations
and advertisers who have contributed to The Hardwick Gazette in its first two
years as a nonprofit, community-supported online and limited print newspaper.

18 Main Restaurant, Abigail Q Spring, Abrah
Griggs, Adam Gann, Ahme Fauyk, Aileen
Gebbie, Alex Peltz, Alicia Benoit-Clark, Aliena
Gerhard, Alison C. Hayford, All Around Rental,
Allegra Holch, Allen Davis, Allison Stegner,
Alyssa Krebs, Amanda Legare, Amy Atkins, Amy
Crank, Amy Denton, Amy Rosenthal, Amy
Tosch, Amy’s Artistic Floral, Anastasia and Will
Lyman, Andre Bourdeau, Andrea Brightenback,
Andrea Gilbert, Andrea Jones, Andrea Perham,
Andrea Robertson, Andrea Rosin, Andrea W
Robertson, Andrew Anway, Andrew Brown,
Andrew Taylor, Angel Outfitters Thrift Store,
Angela Grace, Angela V. Grace, Anita Engel,
Ann Goering, Anna Gebbie, Anna Kehler, Anne
Hanson, Anne McPherson, Anne P Holdridge,
Anne Smiley Percival, Anne Stevens, Anne T.
Hanson, Annette Kelley, Annette Miller, Annie
D’Alton, Annie Gaillard, Annie N Minor, Anthony
Acheson, Anthony Daniels, Anthony Risitano,
Anthoony Acheson, Arlene Averill, Arnold
Stewart, Asack & Son Tree Farm, Ashley B
Richards 3, Ashley Richards, Audrey Grant,
Auriel Gray, AWARE, Ballet Wolcott, Barb Baird,
Barb Zander, Barbara Conn, Barbara Graham,
Town of Barre, Barry Dimick, Ben Hewitt,
Benjamin Pougnier, Bert Smith, Beth Mclntyre,
Bethany Dunbar, Betsy Hunt, Betty Jones,
Beverly Jene, Beverly Thurber, Beverly Watson,
Bill & Ginger Cotten, Bill Half, Bill Richardson, B
Appelbaum, BJ Kilbride, Bob Hawk, Bonnie
Szymanski, Brad Richards, Brandi Stringer,
Brendan Buckley, Brenton MacAloney, Brett
Stanciu, Brian Henderson, brian j machesney,
Brian Machesney, Brian Renaud, Bridget Collier,
Brown-Gonzalez Charity, Bruce E. and Lynn D.
Holbein Fund, Buffalo Mountain Market, Cabot
Community Association, Cabot Public Library
Cabot Public Library, Cacky Peltz, Center for an
Agricultural Economy, Calderwood Insurance,
Caledonia Central Supervisory Union, Caledonia
County Clerk’s Office, Caro M Thompson, Caro
Thompson, Carol A. Woodard, Carol and Bob
Calcagni, Carol Calcagni, Carol Ceraldi, Carol H
Calcagni, Carol McElwee, Carol Schminke,
Carolyn Coe, Carolyn L Shields, Carolyn
Mecklosky, Carolyn Norris-Baker, Carolyn Ray,
Carolyn Stewart, Caspian Arts, Catharine Irwin,
Catharine K Irwin, Catherine Bernhard,
Catherine Cerulli, Catherine Siefert, Cathie
Helfand, Cecilia Gulka, Cecilia M Gulka, Center
for an Agricultural Economy, Center for Arts &
Learning, Central Vermont Council On Aging,
Central Vt. Solid Waste Managemnt. District,
Charles Peck, Charles Volk, Charles Wohlers,
Charley Burbank, Charlie Charlton, Charlotte J
Lima, Charlotte Lima, Chet Greenwood,
Christiane Short, Christine & Richard Foster,
Christine F Foster, Christine McDonnell,
Christine Rossiter, Christopher Gebbie, Cindy
morgan, Cliff Tardiff, Clive Gray, Coe + Coe
Architecture, Conchessa Brownell, Constance
Hedglin, Copley Hospital, Cornelia Crocker,
Country Floors, Courtney Judkins, Craftsbury
Community Care Center, Craftsbury Outdoor
Center, Craftsbury Public Library, Town of
Craftsbury, Craig Taylor, Cristine C. Isham,
Curtis-Britch-Converse, Cynthia Newton,
Cynthia Osgood, Cynthia West, Cyrena Celley,
DAFgiving360, Dale Manning, Dale Rowell, Dan
Callahan, Dan Predpall, Dan Renaud, Dana H
Bascom, Daniel & Robin Gauthier, Daniel
Callahan, Daniel E. Callahan, Daniel Gauthier,
Daniel Gebbie, Daniel Hudson, Daniel J.
Hudson, Daniel Penrice, Daniel Solomon, Dave
Burnham, Dave Stoner, David Bett, David
Edsall, David Healy, David Kelley, David
Kreindler, David Lane, David McMath, David
Mitchell, David Torkanowsky, Davis Barnett,
Dawn Andrews, Day Patterson, Dead River,
Dean Fletcher, Dean Lafont, Debbie Messier,
Deborah Kasper, Deborah LaCasse, Deborah
McKinley, Delores Holton, Delton Davison,
Denise L Macaloney, Denise L. Campbell,
Denise Wheeler, Dennis Sauer, Dereck
Williams, des Groseilliers Funeral Home, Diana
Frederick, Diana Peduzzi, Diane Demers, Diane
Grenkow, Dick and Chris Foster, Donald Koch,
Donna Casavant, Donna Fitch, Donna Jenckes,
Donna Perry, Donna Smyers, Dorothy Hill, Doug
Fleer, DR Property Maintenance, Dunbar
Oehmig, Dunstable Farm, Durrelle Morey, EBI

Consulting, Ed Okie, Edmond Lamarche,
Edward Jones Investments, Edward Lemery,
Elaine Gendron, Eleanor Guare, Elias Lyman,
Elinor Osborn, Elisabeth Hunt, Elisha Renne,
Eliza Burnham, Elizabeth A Armstrong, Elizabeth
Baum, Elizabeth D Sartorius, Elizabeth Donlon,
Elizabeth Dow, Elizabeth Garcia, Elizabeth
Hasen, Elizabeth Hatch, Elizabeth Hook,
Elizabeth Mullin, Elizabeth Nelson, Elizabeth
Reynolds, Elizabeth Rossano, Ellen Bresler,
Ellen Cairns, Ellen Celnik, Ellen Gershun, Ellen
Mitchell, Elsa Williams, Emilie Stuart, Emily
Lanxner, Emily Thompson, Emily Willems, Eric
H Hanson, Eric Marshall Towing & Recovery,
Eric Pope, Erich Stephens, Ericka Sisk, Erin
Smith, Evan Karp, Evelyn Bailey, Evelyn Lavelli,
Evelyn Preston, Fairview Cemetery Association,
Fan Watkinson, Fares Mohamed Fidelity
Charitable, Florence LeBlanc, Flower Basket,
Francy Hays, Fred Carter, Fred Ehrsam,
Frederick Ehrsam, Front Seat Coffee, G. C.
Birur, Gail & David O'Brien, Gail L Obrien, Gail
Osherenko, Gail Sangree, Gail & David O'Brien,
Galaxy Bookshop, Gary and Cheryl Michaels,
Gary Anderson, Gary L Anderson, Gary
Michaels, Gebbie Sandy, Geoffrey Bok, George
Hussey, George Rancourt, Ginger McClure,
Glenn McKee, Glenn McKee, Gordon Clow,
Gordon Dubois, Grace Johnstone, DC, Green
Mountain Power, Green Mountain Technology
and Career Center, Greensboro Association,
Greensboro Free Library, Greensboro Historical
Society, Greensboro Nursing Home, Town of
Greensboro, Greensboro United Church,
Gretchen Casey, Gudrun Ullmann-Hawk,
Guibord Funeral Home, Guy Fairbanks, Gwen
Mann, Gwenyth (Wendy) Jones, Gwenyth
Jones, HA/HU Alumni Association, Habitat for
Humanity, Halfmoon Movement & Healing, Halle
Phillips, Hardwick Cemetery Association,
Hardwick Downtown Partnership, Hardwick
Electric Department, Hardwick Fitness, Hardwick
Journalism, Inc., Hardwick Rescue Squad,
Hardwick Trails Committee, Hardwick XYZ,
Harold Gray, Harold McCoy, Harry Besett, Harry
Hoblin, Haydon Rochester Jr, Hazen Union
School District, Headwaters Community Trust,
Healthy Lamoille Valley, Heartbeet Lifesharing,
Heather Davis, Heather Emerick, Helen Beattie,
Helen Neveu, Highland Center for the Arts,
Holmes Plumbing, HomeShare Vermont, Hooker
& Whitcomb Funeral Home, House of Pizza,
Hugh W Knox, inald Phelps, Irene Hill, Irene
Nagle, Isaac Jacobs, Israel Helfand, Jacki
Davison, Jacqueline I. Molleur, James Duncan,
James Fredericks, James L Jacobson, James
Landon, James Lyles, James Peale, James
Sutton, James Wolynetz, Jane Campbell, Jane
E Johns, Jane Hoffman, Jane Johns, Jane
Marlin, Jane Mercaldi, Jane Richards, Jane
Rudolph, Jane Woodruff, Janet Bellavance,
Janet L Long, Janet L. Newton, Janet Showers,
Janet Slayton, Janet Travers, Jason Watson,
Jean Dutton, Jeanne Johnson, Jed Feffer, Jeff
Jensen, Jeff T. Nichols, Jeff Weiss, Jeffrey E.
Foss, Jeffrey Pierpont, Jennifer Bayles, Jennifer
Curschmann, Jennifer Fliegelman, Jennifer
Linck, Jennifer Lucas, Jennifer Ranz, Jenny
Bayles, Jeremiah Cook, Jerry Schneider, Jerry
Willard, Jesse Nichols, Jessica Trevits, Jessie
Dubuque, Jim Hostetler, Jim Lyles, JoAnn
Hanowski, Joanne Campisi, Joanne Chase,
Joanne Chass, Jocelyne Lussier, Jodi Lew-
Smith, Joe Bellavance, Joe Houston, Joe
Nudell, Joe OBrien, John & Cynthia Gordon,
John & Nancy Wadson, John A Teevan, John
and Jane Teevan, John and Nancy Wadson,
John C. Miller Jr., John Cannon, John Cohen,
John Derek Williams, John Fixx, John Holahan,
John Loeb, John Martin, John Pollard, John
Reid, John Robb, John Schweizer, John
Slayton, John Stone, John Teevan, John
Walters, John Williams, Joseph Young, Josh
Nudell, Joshua Karp, Joyce Slayton Mitchell,
Judith Dunnan, Judith Robert, Judy Carpenter
and Karl Stein, Judy Bellairs, Judy Geer, Jula
Dudley Voigt, Julian Levine, Julie Brochu, June
Bascom, June P Cook, Karen Baker, Karen
Gowen, Karen L. Klotz, Karen Mueller-Harder,
Karen Pitt, Erika Karp, Kate Latz, Kate Reetz,
Kate Simpson, Katharine M Amnold, Katherine
Simpson, Kathleen Hayes, Kathleen Hemmens,

Kathleen Sampson, Kathleen Spaulding,
Kathryn Dodge, Katt Tolman, Kay Freedy, Keith
Morgan, Kenneth Eastman, Kenneth Johnston,
Kent & Cathy Hansen, Kent Mecklosky, Kerry
Fosher, Kevin Gregoire, Kevin Lewis, Kim
Stewart, Kimball Igleheart, Kingdom County
Productions, Kirk Knudsen, Krissie Ohlrogge,
Kristen Sultan, Kristin Glaser, Kristine McAllister,
Kurt Bos, Lamoille County Mental Health,
Lamoille County Players, Lamoille Family
Center, Lamoille Funeral Home, Lamoille
Housing Partnership, Lamoille Valley Fish &
Game, Lamoille Valley Transportation, Laura
Cannon, Laura Christie, Laura Massell, Laurie
OHanlon, Leanne Harple, Leif Goldberg,
Leighton Wass, Lela Avery, Leland Peterson,
Lenore & Wayne Renaud, Leslie Anderson,
Leslie Molder, Linda Algarotti, Linda and Rick
Ely, Linda B. Nicely, Linda Di Sante, Linda Ely,
Linda Markin, Linda Ramsdell, Linda Shatney,
Linda Young, Lisa byrns, Lisa Leavitt, Lisa
Sammet, Lise Armstrong, Lise Prown, Liz Baum,
LJ Thompson LLC, Lorelei Wheeler, Lori
Ferland, Louellen Stedman, Louis L Pulver,
Louise Anair, Louise Crawford, Lucian Avery,
Lucille A Rainville, Lucinda R Smith, Lucinda
Smith, Lucy Mitchell, Lussier Bernie, Lydia
Parker, Lynette E. Courtney, Lynn Angebranndt,
Lynn Anner-Bolieu, Lynne Bell, Lynne
Gedanken, M. Louise Menard, M. Stuart &
Associates Inc., Mabel and Don Houghton,
Maggie McGuire, Maple Haven Law, Margaret
Drown, Margaret E Hough, Margaret M.
Ramsdell, Margaret McGuire, Margaret Milliken,
Margaret Ramsdell, Marge Gulyas, Margot Hall,
Maria B. Hale, Marie LaPre Grabon, Marilyn
Holbrook, Marilyn Rogerson, Mario Fradette,
Mark Bowen, Mark McGrath, Marko S Russell,
Marsha Amsden, Marsha Harvey, Marshall
Stover, Martha Zweig, Martin Fellner, Marty
Knight, Mary Braun, Mary Hall, Mary Jane
Fradette, Mary Ladd, Mary Lee Metcalf, Mary
Lou Isaacson, Mary Meyer, Mary R. Hall, Mary
Rowell, Mary T White, Mary Tirpok, Mary
Wheeler, Mary Whitaker, Mary White, Mary
Young, Mary-Ellen Lovinsky, Mason Singer,
Masonic Lodge, Mateo Kehler, Mathew Chabot,
Matt Jerome, Matthew Kehler, Matthew Pietryka,
Maureen Mitchell, Maureen Roianov, Maureen
Williams, Maurice Goodell, Max Dextraze, Maya
McCoy, Mayo Crane Rental LLC, Megan
Paterson-Brown, Megan Ahlburn, Megan Gray,
Megan Gray Paterson-Brown, Mel Reis &
Associates, Melanie Clarke, Melanie Moore,
Merrill Leffler, Merry Gangemi, Metta Motycka,
Michael Cassidy, Michael Metcalf, Michael
Morin, Michael Parker, Michael Porrazzo,
Michele Mackin, Michele Sulham, Michelle
Laflam, Michelle Warren, Michelle Zornes, Mike
& Kris Lance, Mike Lammert, Mike Lance, Minor
Funeral Home, Miranda Elkins, Miwako Phelps
Mollie Lambert, Monica Morrissey, Monique
Herzog, Mosaic Vermont, N.A. Manosh Corp.,
Nancy A Lammert, Nancy A Sullivan, Nancy A.
Shepard, Nancy A. Sullivan, Nancy Durand,
Nancy Hill, Nancy Oakes, Nancy Schade, Nancy
Shepard, Nanette Symonds, Naomi Brahinsky,
Naomi Ranz-Schleifer, Nat Bacon, Nat Smith,
Natalie Moses, Nathaniel Smith, Nicole Decker,
Nikki The Barber, Nolan Gebbie, Noreen Bryan,
Norm and Ginger Etkind, Norma C Spaulding,
Norma Wiesen, Norman L Rodriguez, Norman
Rodriguez, Northern Vermont Funeral Service,
Olive Ylin, Orleans County Conservation District,
Orleans County NRCD, Orleans Southwest
Supervisory Union, P & R Lumber, Pall Spera
Company Realtors, Palma Bickford, Pamela
James Blumgart, Patricia Eastman, Patricia
Latz, Patricia Sullivan, Patricia Webster, Patrick
Flood, Patrick Gebbie, Patrick Hussey-C, Patrick
Larsen, Patti Reid, Patty Meyer, Paul C Wade,
Paul Council, Paul Fixx, Paul Gruhler, Paul
Schnitger, Paul Wade, Paula Harmon, Paula
Tamburello, Peacham Corner Guild, Pel Mitchell,
Peltz Catherine, Penelope Doherty, Penny
Bretschneider, Peter Gould, Peter Hall, Peter
Moskovitz, Peter Romans, Peter Watson, Philip
Brown, Philip Cook, Philip Nobel, Philip Rost,
Phillip Doherty, Philp Cook, Phoenix Healing &
Recovery, Polly E. Parsons, Polly Parsons,
Power Play Sports, Pruneau-Polli Funeral
Home, Pula Harmon, Pyramid Black Belt

Academy, R.D. Eno, Rachel Cole, Rachel E
Cole, Rachel Kane, Rachel Towns, Ray Small,
Raymond Demers, Reginald Phelps, Rick
Norcross, Rick Winston, Ricker Funeral Home,
Ricky Albores, Rip Keller, Rita Foss, Rob
Harbour, Robert Foss, Robert J Twiss, Robert
Libby, Robert Purvis, Robert Twiss, Robert
Young, Robin Cappuccino, Robin Hardy, Roger
Fox, Roger Prevot, Ronald A Whitcomb, Ronald
Whitcomb, Ronald Wiesen, Rosalie Warshaw,
Rosann Hickey, Rosanna W. Jaffin, Rosemary
Averill, Rosemary Averill, Ross Connelly, Ruth
And David Gaillard, Sabina Peck, Sabra Jones,
Sabrina Peck, Sacred Fire Somatic Therapies,
Sally A Bellavance, Sally Holdman-Bellavance,
Sally Smith, Sandi-Jo Geller, Sandra Scott,
Sandy Reeks, Sara Behrsing, Sara Slater, Sara
Strand, Sarah A Miller, Sarah C Smith, Sarah C.
Darling, Sarah E Morgan, Sarah Goldfrank,
Sarah Houston, Sarah Lamemrt, Sarah
Lammert, Sarah Lyons, Sarah Miller, Sarah
Remick, Sarah S Remick, Saudia LaMont,
Sayles Funeral Home, Scott Beck, Scott
Calderwood, Scott Finn, Scott Slater, Sean
Prentiss, Shannon LaCasse, Shannon Sanborn,
Shannon Trainor, Shari Cornish, Sheila Halpin,
Shelly Greene, Sherilyn Peterson, Sherral
Lumsden, Sinuosity, Skip & Susan Marchesani,
Skip Duncan, Skip Hoblin, Skip Marchesani,
Sonya Olsacher, St. Johnsbury Academy,
Stackpole & French Law Offices, Stannard
Town of, Stefanie Cravedi, Stella Gravel,
Stephanie Kaplan, Stephen Ferber, Stephen
Murphy, Sterling Mountain Solar, Steven
Gorelick, Steven Winkler, Stony Point
Foundation, Town of Stowe, Stuart A Johnstone,
Stuart Johnstone, Stuart O’Sullivan, Sue
Trainor, Summer Music From Greensboro,
Summersweet Gardens, Susan Alice Bickford,
Susan and Mike Coffey, Susan Bickford, Susan
Bloch, Susan Cammer, Susan Coffey, Susan
Houston, Susan Hudson, Susan K Sawyer,
Susan M Hudson, Susan O’Connell, Susan
Renaud, Susan Sawyer, Susan Schulman,
Susan Slater, Susan Weeks, Suzanne Driscoll-
Bader, Suzanne Griffiths, Sybil Messier, Tanya
Thomas, Ted Scatchard, Terri Vest, The Clip
Joint & Co., The Prevot Family Foundation Inc.,
Theodore Graham, Theresa Davis, Theresa L
Davis, Theresa Lay-sleeper, Thomas Brooks,
Thomas DeKornfeld, Thomas F. Ziobrowski,
Thomas J. Bellavance, Thomas Turner, Tim &
Bobbie Nisbet, Tim Brennan, Tim Fritz, Tim
Nisbet, Tim Nudell, Tim Patterson, Tim Whitney,
Timothy Breen, Timothy Phelps, Tobin Porter-
Brown, Tom Bellavance, Tom Edmonds, Tom
Fortmann, Tom Laffan, Tom Sedore, Tomas
Kalmar, Tonya L West, Tossing Funeral Home,
Town of Cabot, Town of Danville, Town of
Greensboro Internet Service, Town of Hardwick,
Town of Walden, Trudi Martin, Trudy Martin,
Trustees of Greensboro Free Library, Tyler
Molleur-C, Tyrone A Shaw, Union Bank, United
Church of Hardwick, University of Vermont,
Valda Laird, Valdine Hall, Valerie & Mary Giroux
& Morin, Valerie A Rooney, Valerie Carter,
Vanden Bergh, Richard G., Vangie Kelly,
Vermont Electric Cooperative, Vermont Electric
Power Company Inc., Vermont Foodbank,
Vermont State Archives & Records Admin.,
Village Laundromat, Village Restaurant, Vincent
Rossano, Viola & Christian Terwiesch, Viola
Terwiesch, Virginia Dantona, Virginia Jenkins,
Virginia S Jenkins, VT LOVE, Vt. Agency of
Transportation, Wahl Media, Walden Heights
Nursery, Walter G Reeve, Walter Reeve, Ward
K Marchesani, Washburn Masonic Lodge,
Wayne & Mary Young, Whistle Emporium,
Willey’s Store, William Bird, William Fishell,
Wolcott Town School District, Woodbury Fire
Department, Town of Woodbury, Zarina Castro
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Rallies

Continued From Page One
person the courage to come out.”

Ed Sunday-Winters, pastor at
the Greensboro United Church of
Christ, was introduced as a speak-
er by organizer Jan Mueller, who
said, “He’s a heck of a guy and a
lover of peace.”

Sunday-Winters said, “I don’t
know what to say and I've felt this
way for the better part of the past
year.”

“I have just one word today:
Together,” he said.

“And us together: The power
of us together and not letting oth-
ers convince us we didn’t see what
we know we saw.”

“We must believe we can be
better than we are.

“And insist on it,” he said in
conclusion.

An ICE agent shot and killed
the U.S. citizen and legal observer
Renee Nicole Good in Minneapolis
last week as she attempted to turn
her car around to leave the scene
after reassuring masked agents
that she meant no trouble. In hun-
dreds of events last weekend, peo-
ple around the country responded
in the face of the act of violence,
raising their signs and voices in
protest against the federal gov-
ernment’s aggression. From Burl-
ington to Bennington, Vermonters
participated in more than 29 in-
dividual actions, including vigils,
marches and honk and waves, to
demand accountability for Renee
Nicole Good and an end to ICE.

Arlene Averill said, “It’s going
to have to get a lot more intense.”

In between chants of “ICE out
for good” at the Hardwick rally,
Melissa Jordan reported more than
60 people had been at a Morris-
town rally that morning.

She said she’s been very

e .

Rallygoersat an“ICE Out for Good” rally in Hardwick line the west side of South Main Street from the drieway in

front of Mike’s Service Center to the pedestrian bridge, Saturday, January 10, as they demand accountability for the

killing of Renee Nicole Good last week in Minneapolis.

depressed the last few months, but
this event and others before it help
to break the isolation she and oth-
ers have been feeling.

In Montpelier, the 5 p.m. Sat-
urday vigil originally planned for
50 to 100 participants at City Hall
was moved to the Vermont State-
house lawn when sign-ups and
word of mouth led organizers to ex-
pect 500 or more to join. Ross Con-
nelly, who joined the event from
Hardwick, estimated between 500
and 1,000 people were on hand for
that evening’s vigil.

50501 Vermont, which serves
as an umbrella organization for
Vermont activism, collected
formation for 33 Vermont events
across the state.

ICE Out for Good was a na-
tionwide mass mobilization or-
ganized by a broad national coa-
lition, including Indivisible, Mo-
veOn Civic Action, the American
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), Voto
Latino, United We Dream, 50501,
the Disappeared in America Cam-
paign of the Not Above the Law co-
alition, and partner organizations.
across the country, is calling for

in-

At the regular Thursday afternoon Hardwick Peace Vigil, January 8, (from
left) Woodbury’s Teresa Lay-Sleeper joins Hardwick’s Mary Gagnon and
Kathleen Sampson, calling attention to peaceful ways to address national
and international confiicts.. photo by Paul Fixx

photo by Paul Fixx

a coordinated ICE Out For Good
Weekend of Action on Saturday,

Indivisible groups in Hard-
wick, Woodbury and an Onion

January 10, and Sunday, January River group in Plainfield are listed
at the indivisible.org website.

11”°

Hardwick’s Ross Connelly, attending the Ice Out for Good vigil Saturday at 5
p.m. with Walden Louie Pulver said they estimated between 500 and 1,000
had attended the event billed by organizers as a “peaceful vigil to Honor
Renee Good and to get ICE out of Vermont,”

photo by Ross Connelly

Organizer Jan Mueller (front left) watches traffic on South Main Street in
Hardwick, while Rachel Cole (front right) speaks to the crowd at the “ICE
Out for Good” rally across the street. From left Greensboro’s Judy Carpenter,
Woodbury’s Ellie Hayes and Greensboro Pastor Ed Sunday-Winter look on.
Cole shared plans for legislation to requlate ICE activities in Vermont.
photo by Paul Fixx
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Town plan adopted, fire department active

YEAR
IN REVIEW

by Paul Fixx

WALDEN - in 2025 Walden’s
story was about voters adopting
a long-awaited town plan, volun-
teers answering fire calls, students
graduating and neighbors gather-
ing for events and meetings.

With snow on the ground in
January, Town Clerk and Treasur-
er Debbie Messier prepared election
materials and financial reports,
while the Walden Select Board
planned its early-year agenda.
Community listings in The Hard-
wick Gazette reflected the season’s
slower pace, with library hours and
church gatherings planned.

At its February 10 meeting,
the select board reviewed road con-
ditions, committee appointments

and inter-town school matters, in-
cluding continued involvement
with the Rural Community Schools
Alliance.

At the March 6 Town Meeting
Day, Walden voters approved both
the general and highway budgets
and adopted the town’s first official
town plan.

The plan’s passage was years
in the making, offering Walden a
formal framework for land use,
housing and infrastructure. Vot-
ers re-elected Debbie Messier as
town clerk and treasurer and re-
turned Heather Thompson to the
select board. Town meeting re-
flected what one observer de-
scribed as “a clear commitment
to local control and long-term
planning.”

In April, road maintenance
dominated select board discus-
sion, alongside appointments and
emergency planning. The board
approved updates to Walden’s

Metrger

Continued From Page One

separation was voluntary. She was
to be on paid leave through the
end of 2025.

The total severance package
awarded to Braese amounts to

$111,152.66.
That amount covers final
paychecks of $3,082.53 and

$14,865.02 to cover the remain-
der of 2025 and compensation for
169.19 hours of accrued time off
at an hourly rate of $76,92 based
on her annual salary of $160,000.

Additional severance pay of
$73,333.33 is to be paid through
the normal payroll cycle from
December 15, 2025, through May
31, 2026.

HED agreed to pay the in-
surance company $18,371.78 for
her continuing COBRA medical
benefits and pay her $1,500 to
cover the cost of her dental and
vision insurance through June
30, 2026.

A non-disparagement clause
in the agreement restricts the
Town of Hardwick, HED staff
and Braese herself, from making
any negative statements about
the other party to the agreement
which might harm its reputation.

The agreement with MW&L
notes, “When representing HED
Scott will identify as the HED
General Manager so that cus-
tomers and staff in HED ser-
vice territory will understand
HED

they are speaking to

representation.”

Details of the compensation
being paid to MW&L for Scott’s
management not
shown in the agreement. It sim-
ply indicates Scott’s salary, plus
benefits, has been increased by
20% as he takes on the addition-
al oversight of HED. Scott’s total
compensation is to be split equal-
ly between HED and MW&L,
with HED to be invoiced regular-
ly by MW&L.

The HED vehicle previously
used by Braese will be available
to Johnstone, with HED covering
all costs associated with its use.

The agreement with MW&L
indicates little about what a pro-
cess of exploring an HED merg-
er might look like, indicating only
that it might take six months.

A sentence does however,
suggest the merger is not the only
possible result of Johnstone’s
coming on board at HED. “Should
merger be removed as an option,
then Scott-will continue to assist
HED while it determines future

leadership of the organization.”

services 1S

At its December 16 meeting,
commissioners agreed to work
closely with Greensboro and the
Town of Hardwick to explore op-
tions for the Caspian Lake dam.
They decided to ask the Hard-
wick Select Board to approve an
increase in the HED credit line
from $300,000 to $575,000 to
meet increased needs of the de-
partment. An additional loan of
$325,000 for a new bucket truck
was approved with a plan to sub-
mit that too to the Hardwick Se-
lect Board for approval.

Local Emergency Management
Plan, aligning the town with state
standards and regional response
networks.

May blended governance with
public safety. The select board ap-
proved roadside mowing contracts
and maintenance work for town
buildings, while continuing dis-
cussions around broadband infra-
structure and grant funding.

A Vermont State Police report
of a two-vehicle crash on Route 15
drew a response from the Walden
Volunteer Fire Department.

June brought both fiscal scru-
tiny and celebration. At its June
2 meeting, the select board re-
viewed budget pressures, FEMA
reimbursements tied to past storm
damage and a Better Roads grant
for guardrail and infrastructure
improvements.

Walden’s eighth-grade gradu-
ation ceremony marked the transi-
tion to middle school.

Summer governance contin-
ued with a late-July select board
meeting focused on roads, tax bills
and seasonal maintenance. The
town’s calendar filled with region-
al events, recreation and informal
gatherings, noted in The Gazette’s
calendar listings.

The Walden Fire Department
remained active, responding to

Prices shown valid 01/16 - 01/22
Member-owner deals valid 01/01-01/31

motor vehicle incidents.

Fire department respons-
es continued in August, including
mutual aid calls with neighboring
towns.

A Walden United Methodist
Church benefit dinner brought and
end to summer

An Army National Guard vet-
eran received a free Kubota tractor
through the company’s Geared to
Give program.

October was Walden’s most
visible month in Vermont news,
with the Walden Town Report win-
ning a Vermont League of Cities
and Towns award for communities
under 1,000 residents.

A report on the possible clo-
sure of Danville High School exam-
ined how proposed changes in re-
gional school governance could af-
fect Walden students’ secondary
school choices.

The history of the Walden
Community Library, highlighted
its 130 years of service to the com-
munity in a story by Sandy Scotts.

November passed uneventful-
ly, with winter weather setting in
early.

December brought holiday
events and emergency respons-
es, with the Walden Fire Depart-
ment participating in regional mu-
tual-aid calls.

While supplies last
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Bunnie Mac and Cheese Classic Round Crackers

Annig's 6 oz Back to Nalure, 65 0z

Cheese Slices & Cuts Ground Coffee Varieties
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i) o
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N ion Pasta S: Chicken Soup Varieties

Fody, vanioties, 19.4 oz Zoup, varicities, 16 oz

LO MOUNTAIN M4

coOPE“"'TwE"Y OWNED SINCE 1975
Weekly Highlights

Just a taste of the deals this week. Stop in for hundreds of local items, cafe food, and more!

Biobag. compostable. 13 gallon

B 57
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Chicken Curry
Deep Indian Kitchen, 8 oz

Gluten Free Rolled Oats

Bob's Red Mill 32 oz
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Celebration Roast

Green Min Gringo, 16 oz Field Roast. 16 oz

:
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Tortilla Strips Varieties Hummus

Green Mountain Gringo, 8 0z Ithaca, varieties, 10 0z
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Cat Food Varieties

Fancy Feast varietios, 3 oz Twin Ping, varicties, 16 oz

75 Mill Street Hardwick, VT 05843 - 802 472 6020 * www.buffalomountainmarket.com



The Hardwick Gazette, Wednesday, January 14, 2026

Page Nine

World Cow mural in tribute to Lauris Ch

by Rachel Amster

BRISTOL - What started
off as stencils sketched by D.J.
Barry turned into murals of cows
popping up in over 50 countries,
the largest being 66 feet wide
and 44 feet tall in Washington.

One of these murals, a 16
feet by 10.5 feet black and white
cow, is plastered on the side of
the newly-renovated Cubbers
Restaurant in Bristol.

Bristol resident D.J. Barry
started his non-profit organiza-
tion, Cows for a Cause, back in
2015.

Barry was driving by cows
in Craftsbury one afternoon and
decided to take some photos.

He turned the digital pic-
tures into stencils of one partic-
ular cow and started traveling
around Vermont.

Often dressed in a cow cos-
tume, he would sell his art at
various fundraising events. Half
of his art sales were donated to
local charities, like ANEW Place
in Burlington and Central Ver-
mont’s Relay For Life.

Barry said an “ah-ha mo-
ment” for his organization was
when one of his family members
came up with the phrase, “We’re
all spots on the same cow.” In
2016, he painted his first 20-
foot World Cow mural in Mid-
dlesex near Rumney Elementa-
ry School, where he had attend-
ed more than 20 years before.

“The world is something that
is a public domain,” Barry said.
“We’re trying to unite everyone
. . . People getting behind World
Cow are getting behind the idea
that we can all come together.”

Social media played a large
role in growing the herd interna-
tionally. Barry sent a set of sten-
cils to an artist in Greece. Ger-
man artist JPS painted one with
the hashtag, #worldcow. He later

challenged an artist in Russia to
paint one.

Barry said when the Cows
for a Cause “campaign eventually
turned into World Cow at the end
of 2015, (they) started fundrais-
ing and making contributions to
charities in other countries.”

On September 1, a new
World Cow mural was unveiled
back where it all started for D.dJ.
Barry: Vermont.

The mural is on Cubbers
Restaurant in Bristol, where
D.J. Barry’s wife, Jen, is from,
and where the two of them cur-
rently live.

Cubbers Restaurant is fam-
ily-owned and has been a local
landmark since 1975, with the
current owners being Ben Cham-
berlain and Andrew Smith.

This past dJuly, Cubbers
Restaurant was renovated, or
“got a facelift” as Barry said.

The inside of the restaurant
was renovated during the pan-
demic when people weren’t eat-
ing in the dining room.

“We took out a bunch of the
booths and the soda fountain and
added in all these really nice,
handmade wooden tables and
chairs,” Juniper Smith, Andrew
Smith’s daughter, said. “And
then we kind of wanted the out-
side to match that a little bit.”

The outdoor renovations
started last spring and ended
recently.

There
was rotten wood that needed to
be replaced,” Juniper Smith said.

The changes to Cubbers took
place while they were still open.

“I think ultimately, it just
needed a little bit of love, and it’s
looked the same way for forev-
er,” Juniper Smith said. “It was
nice to be able to give it a lit-
tle remodel too and make it look
bright and shiny.”

The original World Cow

“It was structural.

e T e
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Prince Moyo in Maun, Botswana.

photo courtesy D.J. Barry

amberlain

-

The field of flowers in which Hardwick’s World Cow on the side of a tool shed
at Atkins Field is standing, was painted August 11, 2023 by a different child
from the Hardwick community, while Rural Arts Collaborative showed every-

one who stopped by the art of stenciling.

mural on their restaurant was
taken down in the process.

“It was our favorite mural,
still is actually,” Barry said.

The mural was put up in
honor of Lauris Chamberlain,
Ben Chamberlain’s late wife,
who passed away in March 2023.

“It is a wonderful tribute to
Lauris,” Chamberlain said. “She
deserves all the memories she can
get. She did a lot for the commu-
nity and is very much missed.”

“For the community, it is a
great thing,” he said later. “When
the mural was taken down, peo-
ple would constantly ask when it
was going to be put back up.”

“Some people kind of came
together to raise money for it,”
Juniper Smith said. “She loved

Michelle and Aaron Simmons posing with the World Cow in Bristol.

photo by Paul Fixx

cows and peace and harmony.”

Now that the mural is back
up, it “does attract people,” Ju-
niper Smith said. “I see people
standing there and taking pho-
tos with it, too.”

Barry said painting has be-
come his outlet of relaxation,
and he never imagined the World
Cow reaching the scale it did.

“It feels really good,” he said.
“But I also stay focused on con-
tinued growth. I want it to grow
more so that the message grows
further.”

“Imagine a million little
world cows,” he added.

Rachel Amster reports for
the Community News Service, a
University of Vermont journalism
internship.

photo courtesy Lila Simmons
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Cabot Village 12th Night Celebration

One of 12 different events featured during the Cabot 12th Night Celebration
was Native American storyteller HearsCrow who lives in the Narragansett
tradition in Castleton. Her stories bring the longhouse traditions alive.

April Hill of Woodbury helps her grandson Winter Hadaya, 3, decorate a
lantern during a workshop held in the United Church hall during Cabot’s 12th
Night Celebration.

Becky Tracy and Keith Murphy of Brattleboro play traditional French and Celtic
music in the Cabot Church sanctuary during the 7th annual Cabot 12th Night
Celebration, January 3.

Jana Zeller, second-generation puppeteer of Sandglass Theater in Putney
performs a 50 minute Punschi show January 3 in the Willey Building audito-
rium during the Cabot 12th Night Celebration. Twelve different events were ’i
featured in four different venues throughout the village including storytelling, [
theatre, dance and concerts. The festival is supported in part by the Vermont
Arts Council and the Cabot Community.

Photos
by
Vanessa

Fournier Melissa Pratt of Cabot works on decorating her paper lantern for the sunset
lantern parade held around the village common in celebration of Cabot’s
12th Night.
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The best

To the editor:

Jerry Schneider’s story
(“Fiction: Northern Star,”
The Hardwick Gazette,

December 24, 2025, hardwick-

gazette.org/2025/12/23/north-
ern-star-1970/) was the best! Great
paper through and through.
Olive Ylin
Hardwick

Thoughts on equity in government

To the editor:

Last Thursday, in a discussion
of this year’s proposed $4.7 million
town budget that lasted over an
hour, the select board spent 30
minutes debating whether to elim-
inate a $1,500 allocation to the
Equity Committee.

The claim that our
government “shouldn’t be legis-
lating equity” was repeated
several times, and ultimately the
board reached a compromise to cut
the committee’s funding to $500.
Equity is not optional in
government, it’s an obligation. The
Fourteenth Amendment compels
local government to guarantee for
every person the “equal protection
of the laws.” While the Consti-
tution does not require us to have
or fund an Equity Committee, I
was concerned by the ideological
argument that was made to
defund and potentially dissolve it.
The town budget is set to rise by
over 7% this year, with or without
the Equity Committee appropri-
ation. This line item represents
just 0.03% of the total budget and
did not increase at all year over

year.

At one point a board member
described the Equity Committee’s
work as “performative.” If the goals
of the committee are unclear or
misaligned, that should certainly
be addressed, as it would be with
any committee. But spending
half the budget review on one of
the smallest line items is clearly
disproportionate, performative,
even.

That time could have been
better spent finding meaningful
ways to bring costs down for
taxpayers.

The highlight of this discussion
was when all select board members
seemed to agree about concrete
equity issues in our town that
need addressing. These included
ADA accessibility in pedestrian
infrastructure and more equitable
billing for utilities.

I hope that we can keep
perspective, focus our time and
energy wisely, and continue to
prioritize equity for every person
in Hardwick.

Joe Nudell
Hardwick

For the record:

The first paragraph of the December 24 story, “Superior Court
orders bail hearing for murder suspect,” should have read “The
Vermont Supreme Court has ordered a lower, trial court to hold a bail
hearing and establish conditions for the release of a Morrisville man
held without bail since his August arrest.”
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YANKEE NOTEBOOK

Miles were already adding up

by Willem Lange

EAST MONTPELIER — Normally, when I thread the stop-and-go
traffic of Lynn, break out at last into seven breakneck miles of I-95, and
then merge into the rocket-propelled caravan of 1-93, headed for New
Hampshire and Vermont, it’s with a feeling of regret. I'm leaving a lovely
weekend behind, and heading back to a lonely existence (albeit one
enlivened by the constant presence of Kiki, around my feet, in my lap,
or watching me from her chair) and the normal obligations of an elderly
homeowner.

This past Sunday, though, I found myself driving without looking
over my shoulder

regretfully. Yes, it would be a couple of weeks before I'd see Bea
again, discuss the day’s news with the Times spread out on the kitchen
table, or chat quietly after supper, she with her mug of tea and I with my
demitasse of espresso. But this time my home in Vermont seemed less a
dark, empty house and more like a hobbit hole.

Truth is, I was kind of worn down by the holidays. They started on
December 20 with my fiftieth and last reading of Dickens’ “A Christmas
Carol” in Hanover. That was followed by a night at the Inn and breakfast
at Lou’s (an ancient pleasure) with my son and one granddaughter,
who’d flown all the way from Arkansas for the swansong. The very next
day, leaving Kiki with the house-sitter, I was off to Nahant for the night,
before a morning flight out of Logan for Arkansas. I was delighted to be
driving Batty, a small hybrid, but the miles were already adding up.

Arkansas was a crowded round of present-openings, big family
dinners, old movies on Netflix, and an epic journey to Missouri to look at
an old car I was interested in. I wrote about that last week. I didn’t buy
the car, which caused some regret, but saved a world of complications.

We got back to Boston from Arkansas late in the evening of December
27, and the next morning I was off to Vermont for a day, to do laundry,
get a haircut, and write a newspaper column. On December 31, we left
Vermont (Kiki was with me this time, to her apparent delight) early
enough to drive to Concord, Mass., that afternoon for New Year’s Eve
with friends of Bea’s of long standing. Great conversation, and we all
stayed awake long enough to make a champagne toast at midnight.

We started the new year with a leisurely breakfast and more conver-
sation. Then it was off again to Nahant through relatively light traffic.
It’s always amazed me that people can drive in that traffic every day as
a matter of course. Hundreds of us — even thousands — all stream side
by side, headed at relatively high speeds for individual destinations, and

Woodsmoke

by Julie Atwood

everyone seems to want to get there first. Bea does our driving in the city,
but I do my bit with my right foot on an imaginary brake pedal.

We were at it again next morning, with a trip to the Museum of Fine
Arts for a Winslow Homer show. He’s probably my favorite artist; three
prints of his Adirondack paintings hang here in my office, and a guide
boat, painted to match one of his most famous, “The Blue Boat,” sits in
my barn. So that was a trip down Memory Lane, which I took in a wheel-
chair, courtesy of Bea, who tried hard in the crowded, darkened rooms
(watercolors are delicate) not to whack other art lovers in the shins with
the foot rests.

Afterward, lunch in a cafeteria (I think there were three, all full)
and back into Boston traffic for the run to the foot of the causeway out to
the island of Nahant. We’d left Kiki for about six hours. In the manner
of dogs, who don’t seem to get upset about anything past, she acted
delighted to see us. There followed a nap (an increasingly popular habit
of mine), a quiet supper nearby (they served me a bulky roll which will
last me here at home till Wednesday), and tea and espresso.

Saturday was a day of rest. We drove our cars one at a time to the
car wash, run by a guy who was probably a retired Boston cop, and got
them sudsed clean. Home again. A bit of Canadian Mist saw me through
to supper with a couple of good friends at the local seafood restaurant,
where we can look out the windows at the reflections of the shore lights
on the tide flats.

Sunday morning was the usual sweet sorrow. Kiki snuggled quickly
into her bed in the back seat. I followed the route that’s now becoming
second nature. They say nothing happens in Vermont. As I pointed Batty
toward home, I fervently hoped so.

MeeTing MEemo

Tuesday, January 13

otherwise warned.

Hardwick Energy Committee,
6 p.m., Hardwick Memorial
Building, 20 Church St., 1st Floor.
Information: Bill at (802) 249-6004,
Energy.CoordinatorHardwickVT.
org.

Wednesday, January 14

Craftsbry Town School Board,
second Wednesday, 6 to 8 p.m.,
Commons  Room, Craftsbury
Academy.

Greensboro Select Board, second
Wednesday of month, 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, January 15

Hardwick Select Board, third
Thursday of month, 6 p.m.

Tuesday, January 20

Hazen Union Board Meeting,
6 -8 p.m.

Cabot Select Board,
Tuesday of month, 7 p.m.

Craftsbury Select Board, third
Tuesday of month, 7 p.m.

Hardwick ElectricDepartment
Board of Commissioners, third
Tuesday of month, 6 p.m. unless

third

Marshfield Select Board, third
Tuesday of month, 5:30 p.m.
Plainfield Select Board, third
Tuesday of month, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, January 21
Wolcott Select Board, third
Wednesday of month, 6 p.m.
Wolcott Town School Board,
third Wednesday, 6 to 8 p.m.,
Wolcott Elementary School.

Town Clerks
Cabot: cabotvt.us
Calais: calaisvermont.gov
Craftsbury: townofcraftsbury.com
Greensboro: greensborovt.gov
Hardwick: hardwickvt.org
Marshfield: town.marshfield.vt.us
Plainfield: plainfieldvt.us
Stannard: Stannard town clerk:
(802) 533-2577, open Wed.,
8-noon, townofstannard@myfair-
point.net
Walden: waldenvt.gov
Wolcott: wolcottvt.org
Woodbury: woodburyvt.org

“COMPLY OR DIE!”

JOURNALISM
= EDUCATION
‘ FOUNDATION

ATTENTION ASPIRING
New England Journalists!

Up to $2,000 scholarships available to
high school seniors and college students

pursuing a career in journalism.

More Info: nenpa.com
students@nenpa.com
Deadline: March 27, 2026
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LETTERS FROM READERS

To the editor:

Elinor Osborn’s article on
behalf of Craftsbury Conser-
vation Commission is an excellent
description of the challenges we
face in tackling invasive Knotweed
and the importance of doing so to
protect native environments and
pollinators.

The Greensboro Conser-
vation Commission (GCC) has
discussed and collaborated with
a number of neighbouring towns
(Craftsbury among them) as we
work to tackle the knotweed chal-
lenge. We all agree that manual
methods DO work provided you
can access the right amount of
labor over the right amount of
time (often a decade). Elinor
notes almost 1000 hours of
volunteer time on just that one
patch of knotweed in Craftsbury
in 2024 and 2025 alone. That
level of volunteer work is hugely
challenging to organize and
sustain across multiple patches of
Knotweed over multiple years and
prohibitively expensive to employ
anyone to address.

Knotweed challenges

Craftsbury’s experience with
herbicide in 2018 is certainly one
we have taken into account. That
said, it is one data point. When
Elinor and I visited with the Mad
River group (Waitsfield-War-
ren-Fayston) I was also impressed
by the ongoing multi-year manual
effort and the impact it was
having. Some volunteers were
spending multiple days a week
throughout the summer on the
task. That said, in response to
my specific questions on the use of
herbicide the group we were with
were clear that, notwithstanding
the success they were having with
manual methods after many years
of work, they saw herbicide as
part of the long-term solution to
the challenge in combination with
other techniques.

That is also the experience
of other neighbouring towns,
including Hyde Park that Elinor
mentions. It’s not necessarily
one solution versus another that
works. For example herbicide
can be used in year 1 to weaken
the root structure and then make

Glyphosate does not cause cancer
in humans

To the editor:

I have sympathy for anyone
with cancer and realize many
people are looking for a reason as
to what caused it, but Roundup
(glyphosate) is certainly not the
reason.

Nancy Riege suggests in her
letter to the Hardwick Gazette
that her mother’s non-Hodgkin
lymphoma (NHL) could have been
caused by her use of Roundup in
the 1960s and 1970s. However,
most of this time-frame predates
the introduction of Roundup, first
marketed in 1974, with dramatic
increase in use only after 1995.

There are many contradictory
conclusions as to whether Roundup
causes cancer. The most frequently
cited source is IARC, an agency
within the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO), which concluded
that glyphosate is a probable cause
of cancer. IARC’s conclusion was
based on an assessment of hazard:
could glyphosate cause cancer
at some dose and schedule, but
according to IARC, almost every-
thing causes cancer. They did not
consider risk which also assesses
likely exposure. For example, IARC
(and the referenced Panzacchi
et al paper from 2025) fed rats
glyphosate daily for up to two
years. This is a life-time exposure
for rats and is far beyond that for
a person using glyphosate for a few
days around the garden or to kill
Japanese knotweed, and hopefully
consuming none. Furthermore,

IARC classified glyphosate as a
Class 2A carcinogen along with
red meat, hot beverages and
many common medicines, and
less hazardous than bacon, salted
fish, oral contraceptives and wine,
among many examples.

The critical question is
whether glyphosate has caused
cancer in humans. The American
Cancer Society provides excellent
statistics. NHL is a common cancer,
with a lifetime risk of 1/50. There
are more than 80,000 cases in the
USA each year. This incidence has
not changed since the introduction
of Roundup (apart from a slight
increase before 1990 attributed to
HIV). There has been no further
increase and even a decline since
2010.

If glyphosate caused NHL, its

incidence would have increased
following exposure, plus some
lag time. For comparison, there

is well-recognized 20-year lag
between smoking tobacco and the
incidence of lung cancer. No such
increase in NHL has occurred.
TARC’s conclusion contradicts
three other WHO agencies as well
as the EPA and regulatory agencies
in the many other countries who
did independent evaluation of the
available data. To believe that
glyphosate causes cancer, one would
have to believe in a coordinated
world-wide conspiracy involving
all these agencies.
Alan Eastman
Groton

subsequent years of manual
management fewer to get to
the desired outcome of a native
habitat where a knotweed mono-
culture existed before.

The GCC are not in any way
advocating the widespread use
of glyphosate in agriculture nor
for residential use or sale. We
voted last year solely to conduct
two small stem-injection projects
in Greensboro in the Fall of
2026 as an integral part of our
ongoing manual efforts to help our
community combat the knotweed
threat so it does not become over-
whelming as it has done so visibly
in Morrisville and Stowe for
example.

Meanwhile, at our meeting
just passed on Saturday 10th

January we  discussed the
recent withdrawal of the 2000
glyphosate study published in
Regulatory Toxicology and Phar-
macology and agreed to remain
alert to any change in guidance
re herbicide and invasive plant
management from the EPA and
the Vermont Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation that may
result and also agreed to invite
additional expert speakers to our
next public meeting in March. We
are also looking at potential solu-
tions to help us build a larger more
engaged community volunteer
group to help us with our manual
efforts.
Chris Steel, chair
Greensboro
Conservation Commission

Dependable service every day

To the editor:

As we turn the page on the
holidays, I appreciate customers
in Wolcott for the patience,
kindness and support they showed
the local postal service team
during the busiest mailing and
shipping season of the year.

Carriers, clerks and plant
teams worked hard to keep
mail and packages moving for
families, small businesses
and neighbors who rely on wus.
Behind every delivery is a local
employee who lives here, shops here
and cares about getting it right.

Now that the holiday rush
is behind us, our focus is simple:
steady, dependable service every
day along with  continued
improvements that help us
handle today’s mix of letters and
packages more efficiently.

If you had a great experience
with your local Post Office this
season, I hope you’ll share it with
our team. And if we missed the
mark, please let us know so we can
keep improving at usps.com.

Sherry Cowles
Postmaster
Wolcott Post Office

I cannot support the Mountainview budget

To the editor:

I'm really feeling like the
Mountainview Elementary Union
School Board is throwing money
away. They have already paid
$15,000 for an analysis of the
Woodbury Elementary School fire
escape. If they go forward, the cost
of an architect could be around
$50,000, with the rebuilding of
the fire escape costing around
$400,000.

We have been told that the
budget they adopted does not
include monies for any of the
fire escape repairs. So they have
spent $15,000 not having a clue
where funds will come from for
the rest of the costs to actually
get the project done.

How is this being fiscally
responsible? Stop wasting
taxpayers money.

How can the school even
operate if the fire escape is not
up to code and there, as far as
taxpayers are being told, is no
money budgeted for the repair? Is
that not a safety issue?

Then let’s talk about the
water issue that has been going
on for years. How much money

has been spent to purchase
water? Again, a safety issue and
throwing money away.

The elevator repair cost is
around $100,000, with no money
budgeted for the repair.

We have an elementary
school in the district where all
students can get an education.
That school also needs repairs.
Maybe, just maybe, if the board
would focus on one school to keep
up to code then we would have
one school that would be safe for
all students to attend and less
financial burden on taxpayers.

I will be voting no to the MVU
budget because I cannot support
sending students to a school that
is not safe.

I cannot support a budget that
would rather keep sinking money
into a building we don’t need.

I cannot support a budget
that cuts direct instruction posi-
tions needed in one school to keep
another building open that is in
horrible shape with no funds to
fix it.

Enough is enough.

Doreen Cota
Hardwick
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Buffalo Mountain Town Forest presentation, discussion, Jan. 24

by Rachel Kane

HARDWICK - A presentation
and discussion of the Buffalo
Mountain Town Forest proposal
will be held Saturday, Jan. 24, from
2 to 4 p.m., in the Parker Ladd
Room at the Jeudevine Library.
Refreshments will be served.

Right now the Town of
Hardwick has an exciting oppor-
tunity to convert 329 acres on
Buffalo Mountain, in the heart of
Hardwick, to a community forest
owned by the town. This proposal
is not an outright purchase by the
town, but one in which grants,
facilitated by the Trust for Public
Land and the Northern Rivers
Land Trust, will cover over 95% of
the costs.

Once the land is under town
ownership, activity and uses
on the land would be directed
and managed by the town
itself, through a stewardship

committee, and the select board.
The January 24 presentation will
be a review of the project, with
full information, and updates of
where it is now.

What could happen in a town
forest on Buffalo Mountain? While
conserved from outright devel-
opment (for which it is largely
unsuitable due to the terrain) there
would be many possibilities. These
lands also contain some significant
ecosystems and species worthy of
protection. Existing uses, such as
snowmobile and ATV trails, will
continue, as will hunting, if the
town so wishes.

Some ideas are for mountain
biking, back country ski trails
and educational nature trails for
children.

Could we have a picnic spot
overlooking the village, rock
climbing, an accessible-trail so
that everyone could enjoy some
refreshing moments in a forest?

Could there be overnight
camping sites, to allow through-
riders on the Lamoille Valley Rail
Trail to spend a night and have
dinner in town?

Some areas could be logged, or
sugared, to create income.

The residents of Hardwick
will be the ones to decide.

In addition to the recreational
enjoyment, the conservation of the
land will enhance flood resiliency
and protect an important wildlife
corridor and habitat.

The proposal is underway
now, but is not yet finalized. At this
time, as the proposal moves ahead,
we want to hear from residents,
to share ideas and any concerns
about the project. There will be a
vote on Town Meeting Day about
supporting this extraordinary
opportunity. Residents who have
an interest in serving on the future
stewardship committee are invited
to attend the meeting.

Surely, the most effective and
well-rounded committee will be
made up of different voices and
priorities, so folks from all interests
are invited to get involved.

As Vermont faces increasing
development pressure and forest
lands are being splintered and
broken up, preserving our own
Buffalo Mountain for the public
will be a permanent and priceless
gift to the residents of Hardwick;
something that future generations
will be thankful for.

Complete information about
the proposal can be seen at
the Town of Hardwick website,
on the page for the Hardwick
Conservation Commission,
hardwickvt.gov/government/
committees-commissions/
conservation-commission/

For  further information,
contact Rachel Kane, co-chair
of the Hardwick Conservation
Commission at (802) 472-5512.

LEGISLATIVE REPORT

by Sen. Scott Beck

MONTPELIER — Vermonters
are justifiably concerned with
due process infractions that have
persisted for many months, some in
Vermont, with many more outside
our borders. Continued action
by Immigration and Customs
Enforcement officials has raised
important questions about consti-
tutional due process. The Fifth
Amendment is clear: “no person
shall be deprived of life, liberty,
or property without due process of
law.” Senate Republicans believe
that any discussion on this issue
must begin with a commitment
to due process for all individuals,
including non-citizens. Regardless
of immigration status, every
person deserves fair treatment
under the law. We applaud those
who are passionate about this
subject and remind them that
all includes law enforcement and
government officials. This principle
is foundational to our democracy
and justice system, and should
guide Vermont’s expectations and
response to federal actions. If you
aren’t for due process for all, you
aren’t for due process.

At the same time, Senate
Republicans recognize the need for
a clear and effective legal immi-
gration process. Current federal
policies often subject individuals
and communities to uncertainty,
creating challenges for employers,
families, local and state govern-

Weighty issues in the first week

ments, and law enforcement.
Vermont benefits from a diverse
population and workforce, but
without a predictable and trans-
parent immigration process, we
risk undermining both economic
stability and public trust. We
support efforts to normalize immi-
gration procedures, so that the
many who seek to live and work
in Vermont can do so through an
efficient legal process that respects
human dignity and the rule of law.
Our agriculture and tourist indus-
tries are particularly sensitive to
this issue.

Vermonters need more than
due process to be secure; they
also need affordability. Our state
faces an affordability crisis that
is damaging families, seniors and
businesses. Rising costs in housing,
energy and everyday necessities
are compounded by the forecast
12% average increase in education
property taxes. This is on top
of the five-year 41% increase in
education property tax rates that
Vermonters have experienced. It
represents an unacceptable burden
for homeowners, renters and busi-
nesses across Vermont. Increasing
property taxes are forcing many
to consider whether they will be
able to remain in Vermont. All
Vermont government spending has
increased by $2B since COVID-19,
far  exceeding inflation and
surpassing Vermont’s tax base.

Education is a cornerstone
of Vermont’s future and we all

want strong schools. However, we
must balance that goal with the
reality that taxpayers cannot bear
unlimited increases. Another area
of concern is the continued allo-
cation of General Fund dollars to
provide property tax relief. While
this may provide short-term relief,
it raises serious questions about
long-term fiscal responsibility. The
General Fund supports a wide
range of programs that directly
benefit Vermonters, including
public safety and critical services
for vulnerable populations. $75M
makes unacceptable property
tax increases slightly less unac-
ceptable while jeopardizing our
most vulnerable.

It would be far wiser to slow
the growth in district education
spending, forecast to increase by
6% this year, with an average
increase of 5.1% for the last 10
years. Senate Republicans unani-
mously proposed restricting FY27
spending in May, but were opposed
by every Senate Democrat. Now we
are in the middle of school board
budgeting, which makes restricting
spending more difficult, but no less
necessary.

We believe Vermonters
deserve a government that plans
for stability rather than relying

on temporary fixes. Fiscal disci-
pline is not about cutting essential
services; it is about ensuring that
every dollar is used effectively
and that we do not compromise
future budgets for short-term solu-
tions. Vermont’s strength lies in
its communities and our policies
should reflect a commitment
to affordability, fairness and
sustainability.

These issues are inter-
connected. Immigration policy
affects workforce availability and
community stability. Education
funding impacts property taxes
and affordability. General Fund
allocations influence the breadth of
services Vermont can provide. As
policymakers, our responsibility is
to consider these connections and
make decisions that strengthen
Vermont for the long term.

We invite Vermonters to join
us in constructive dialogue on these
challenges. By working together
across party lines and with respect
for differing perspectives, we can
craft solutions that uphold our
values and meet the needs of all
Vermonters.

Senator Scott Beck (R) of St.
Johnsbury represents the Cale-
donia District and is the Senate
Republican Leader.
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by Rep Leanne Harple

MONTPELIER - I hope you
all enjoyed some restful holidays
and are off to a rejuvenating new
year, filled with renewed energy
for making positive change. It’s a
joy and an honor to be back in
the State House. We've officially
completed the first week of the new
legislative session, and it’s clear
that this spring will be both busy
and extremely consequential.

The House Education
Committee has already begun
taking testimony on the future of

First week of legislature busy and consequential

Act 73. Over the past several days,
we’ve heard from the Vermont Prin-
cipals’ Association, the Vermont
School Boards Association, the
House-appointed Commission on
the Future of Education, Vermont
NEA, the Redistricting Task Force,
the Secretary of Education, and of
course, Governor Phil Scott, during
last week’s State of the State
address. As you might expect, there
are strong and differing opinions
about the best path forward
following the Redistricting Task
Force’s findings last fall.

As a brief refresher, the Task

LETTERS FROM READERS

Emergency management

To the editor:

I've served as the Plainfield
Emergency Management Director
for quite a few years, including
a break, working with six select
boards starting back in 2015 under
Rob Bridges.

I told the select board a few
months ago that I will resign on
May 1, before my 80th birthday in
June. I'll be turning my attention
back to music, hazard mitigation,
media arts and Buddhist activism,
which were the core of my life until
a decade ago.

I am beginning to look for
candidates to take my place.

Emergency management is
a big job, thankfully shared with
others and supported by our select
board.

The job is defined by federal
and state regulations as part of
the FIOPS (Federal Interagency
Operational Plans for U.S. disaster
preparedness and response).

I will train and mentor
any successor with a good heart
who can embrace the work and
research. State mandated training
is included.

The position requires an
abiding curiosity, including under-
standing Plainfield’s history of
disaster events and the future
in flux and deep compassion and
empathy for people already harmed
by disaster, for those ahead who are
in harm’s way and a willingness to
look for trouble and avert it.

The job also requires the
pragmatism to look at tough real-
ities, even those we wish weren’t
true, and to solve the puzzle of
reducing possible harms and good
communications and organizing
skills, including being able to
let the town know what is really
going on, finding and encouraging
volunteers, making arrangements

director search begins

N

Michael Billingsley

for the shelter and other support
services (and state resources)
that are needed for disaster harm
reduction, including immediate
collaboration with state emergency
management and other agencies.

We will use the next five
months to finish up a check list of
strategies and resources so Plain-
field can better prepare for the next
disaster, and improve our resil-
ience and pool of resources (espe-
cially for our vulnerable people and
schoolchildren).

We have a working office, a
staff of two others and an Emer-
gency Operations Center at Town
Hall, and a public shelter nearing
completion.

The job includes an hono-
rarium and paid expenses.

The EMD does not need to be
a resident of Plainfield but must be
within immediate driving distance.

Please join us If you have these
qualities and are a person with a
desire to serve your community.

Contact me with your offer to
help by email at plainfieldvtem@
gmail.com, or call (802) 380-6408.

Michael Billingsley
Plainfield

Force concluded that forced district
consolidation would not achieve
the cost savings envisioned when
Act 73 passed. Instead, it recom-
mended creating large Cooperative
Education Service Areas (CESAs)
to share costs in transportation,
administration, special education,
human services and other collabo-
rative functions. Despite this, the
governor, his administration, and
some legislators remain focused
on completing Act 73 as originally
envisioned, including adopting
larger district maps. In fact, the
governor has stated that he will
not sign a budget that does not
include a plan for redrawing school
districts.

This is the first of many hard
conversations of the session, and I,
along with my colleagues, remain
committed to listening carefully,
weighing all options and working
with the Senate and the adminis-
tration to find a responsible path
forward. Vermont students deserve
the best education we can provide,
taxpayers deserve a system that
is affordable and makes sense and
our rural communities deserve
policies that protect our long-term
sustainability.

Beyond education, I continue
to prioritize legislation that
advances housing affordability and
overall cost-of-living relief, as well
as strong environmental protec-
tions, including safeguards for our
local lakes and ponds. Additionally,
I will be co-sponsoring legislation
related to equity, public safety, and
due process protections for some
of our most vulnerable community
members.

I hope that you will reach out
to voice your questions, concerns
and positions on the bills that
come before the House. As always,
hearing directly from constituents
helps guide this work. You're
welcome to reach out by email or
join me at my monthly coffee hour
on the last Saturday of each month
at the Highland Center for the Arts
in Greensboro.

There are also several
upcoming opportunities to connect

with legislators. NEK Legislative
Breakfasts sponsored by the North
Country Chamber of Commerce
will be held monthly. While the full
NEK delegation planned to attend
the first breakfast, January
12, future sessions will feature one
senator and a few legislators to
allow for deeper discussion. I'll be
presenting on March 16.

NEK at the State House
Day takes ©place Thursday,
January 22, hosted by the NEK
Collaborative. The day begins at
8 a.m. with coffee in the gover-
nor’s ceremonial office, followed
by committee testimony, time with
legislators, advocacy training and
an afternoon press conference
where I'll be speaking about the
importance of rural community
schools. This is one of my favorite
days at the State House, and I hope
you’ll consider attending.

In closing, I appre-
ciate everyone who continues to
guide this work by sharing their
concerns, offering ideas and using
their voices to help build a better
Vermont. In these unsettling times,
talking about politics and speaking
up for social justice can feel fright-
ening, sometimes even unsafe,
and yet it is more necessary than
ever. The death of Renee Nicole
Good in Minneapolis this week
weighs heavily on my heart, and
it is deeply troubling to see how
quickly situations can escalate into
senseless violence and tragedy.
My hope is that those fighting
for a better tomorrow stay safe
and continue to feel empowered
to lead with courage. One of the
most meaningful takeaways from
this past year, as my network has
grown, has been seeing just how
much is being done by so many
right here in our community, and I
am so grateful every day for all of
you. Keep using your voices. I am
always listening.

Peace in 2026.

Representative
Leanne Harple (D)
serves Orleans-4 (Albany,

Craftsbury, Glover and Greensboro)
in the Vermont Legislature.

JOURNALISM
= EDUCATION
' FOUNDATION
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high school seniors and college students
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by Robert Hawk

After the January 6, 2021,
attack on the U.S. Capitol by
Trump supporters, the president
told them to “Stand down, and
stand by”. Those rioters, including
the Proud Boys, Oath Keepers and
Three Percenters were all later
tried and convicted of criminal
actions in courts of law by their
peers, as required by our Consti-
tution, and many sent to jail or
fined.

One of Trump’s first exec-
utive orders in 2025 was to pardon
every one of those insurrectionists,
overriding 250 years of judicial
law. He unilaterally threw out the
separation of powers that has been
the hallmark of our democratic
Republic.

Now, his administration is
actively recruiting those same
convicted felons to join the ranks
of ICE, offering up to $50,000 as

Trump’s private standing army

recruitment bonuses, $60,000
student loan repayments and 25%
premium pay (websites of ICE and
Dept. of Homeland Security, Wash-
ington Post, 12/31/2025, “ICE plans
$100 million ‘wartime recruitment’
effort targeting gun shows, military
fans for hires”). That is $100
million of our taxpayer’s dollars to
be spent in one year to boost the
ranks of ICE’s employees of 20,000
by an additional 10,000 recruits.
More than 220,000 applications
in five months have already been
received.

Kristi Noem, secretary of
Homeland Security, is using online
influencers, conservative talk
shows like Rumble, and geo-tar-
geting people who have attended
UFC fights, listened to patriotic
podcasts or shown an interest in
guns and tactical gear. The ads
call for recruits who are willing
to perform their “sacred duty”
to “protect the homeland” from

“foreign invaders.”

Although ICE agents are
required to take an oath to
support the Constitution, the
warrants they use are admin-
istrative warrants, issued by
“administrative judges” part of
the Department of Homeland
Security, not regular judicially
issued warrants by judicial
branch judges (“Are ICE agents
violating their oath?” by Richard
Johnson, a former Warrant
Issuing Magistrate, Medium.com,
May 13, 2025). As an employee of
Homeland Security their job is to
fulfill the one-million deportation
quotas, not worry about trampling
on Fourth Amendment rights,
“The right of the people to be secure
in their persons, houses, papers,
and effects, against unreasonable
searches and seizures, shall not be
violated, and no Warrants shall
issue, but upon probable cause,
supported by Oath or affirmation,

and particularly describing the
place to be searched, and the
persons or things to be seized.”

As the Trump administration
tramples on the rights of “the
people,” including those immi-
grants legally in the U.S., those
granted asylum or temporary
protected status, what is to
prevent it from later using the ICE
goon squad from rounding up and
deporting those he deems having
undesirable ideologies: “anti-cap-
italism,” “anti-Christianism” and
“anti-Americanism” as he stated in
his speech of September, 20247

We are already seeing a rise
of Hitler-like brown shirt tactics
of intimidation, online threats,
and actual targeted killings of
politicians and those Trump deem
as standing in his way to fascist
authoritarianism, while rewarding
the kleptocratic billionaires who
are dividing up the financial pie
among themselves.

OSSU budgeting, redistricting, class sizes, superintendent search occupy school boards

by Dr. David Baker

HARDWICK - Our family is
looking forward to a better 2026.
I appreciate all the support that I
have gotten during a very trying
summer. These are great commu-
nities, and I am proud to serve all
of you.

January will bring with it
final board meetings to finalize
the budgets at Orleans Southwest
Supervisory Union (OSSU) and
for each school. I would be lying if
I said this was an easy task this
year, it is not.

With very conservative expen-
diture budgets, tax rates are still
predicted to go up. Many variables
create the increase: state yield,
Common Level of Appraisal, and
the Long-Term Weighted Average
Daily Membership, to name a few.
The school boards do not control
these variables.

As I write this, we are in the
middle of making significant cuts
to each and every budget.

The school boards are always
cognizant of the needs of each and
every student. They try to avoid
cutting positions that are directly
related to instruction and academic
intervention. This year, they may
not be able to avoid some of that
cutting. It is too early to tell, but once
budgets are in place, we will make
every effort to share the information.

Some community members
have asked why the communities
can’t be more involved in the actual
reductions. If that were to happen,
boards would have to start the
process much earlier and would not
have any state information listed
above that would indicate what

reductions might be necessary. It is
a real conundrum.

This legislative season will be
critical. The legislators are going
to deal with school district organi-
zation and school district funding.
We will stay right on top of those
deliberations, as these decisions
will be critical to our small rural
schools.

The legislature will be
addressing the redistricting report
filed by the commission established
last legislative session. The report
recommended an incremental
approach after finding no evidence
that larger districts save money or
improve education.

Three key recommendations
are to create five regional BOCES
(Boards of Centralized Educa-
tional Services) for shared services
like special education and trans-
portation; to support voluntary,
data-driven  district = mergers
rather than arbitrary size require-
ments; and to establish regional
high schools offering advanced
coursework, languages, technical
education, mental health services
and extracurriculars.

In essence, the commission
did not feel they had enough time
to formally recommend any of
these options and, instead, offered
a longer timeline to gather more
data related to cost savings asso-
ciated with each.

Some legislators and the
governor were disappointed in the
commission’s report. They felt the
commission had been delegated
with one task; to draw maps that
would embrace the idea of district
and/or supervisory union (SU)
mergers. It should be an inter-

esting legislative session. You
can read the full report at bit.ly/
VT_Redistrictinhg

It is important to note that
Act 73 did include a section on
minimum class sizes. The first year
of implementation will be next year.
The recommended class sizes will
be difficult for many of our small
schools. Next year is intended to be
a state data-gathering year. Each
school will have to report their class
sizes by grade level and teacher.

There is an allowance to
combine two grades, but no more
than two. Then the state is supposed
to identify who is in compliance
and who is not. A school will have
the following year to come into
compliance. Many of the decisions
regarding the budget, both this
year and next, will have to consider
this minimum class size legal
requirement. Again, it’s not an easy
task. We will stay on top of this.

The search process for a
new superintendent is underway.
It is being facilitated by the
Vermont School Board Associ-
ation in consultation with the SU
board. The community survey has
closed, as well as the application
window for serving on the search
screening committee. We had a
healthy number of applicants; the
OSSU board will affirm the search
screening committee and review
the community feedback at their
January meeting. We will keep
everyone updated on the next steps.
The current timeline aims to fill
the position by the end of February,
if possible.

As the position is now posted,
the board invites board members,
staff and members of the public

to assist in sharing the oppor-
tunity broadly to help attract a
strong and diverse pool of qual-
ified candidates. More information
can be found at ossu.org/en-US/
superintendent-search.

Some January school meeting
schedules are: Craftsbury Board
Meeting, January 14, 6-8 p.m.,
Craftsbury Common Room; Hazen
Board Meeting, January 20, 6-8
p.m., Hazen Union Library; and
Wolcott Board Meeting, January 21,
6-8 p.m., Wolcott Elementary School.

Community participation
is welcome and encouraged at
all school budget informational
meetings and annual school district
meetings scheduled:

Wolcott Town School District,
February 18, 6 p.m.: Budget Infor-
mational meeting on the FY27
Budget, March 3, 15 minutes
after town meeting, annual school
district meeting.

Mountain View Union
Elementary School District,
February 24, 6 p.m.: annual school
district meeting, February 24, 6:30
p.m., public informational hearing
on the FY27 Budget.

Hazen Union School District,
February 25, 7 p.m.: public infor-
mational hearing on the FY27
Budget, February 25, 7:30 p.m.:
annual school district meeting.

Craftsbury  Town  School
District: March 3, 9 a.m., annual
school district meeting, followed by
the annual town meeting.

Stannard Town School
District: March 3, 9 a.m., annual
school district meeting.

Dr. David Baker is the Orleans
Southwest  Supervisory  Union
Superintendent.
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ANOTHER

OriniON

by Elinor Osborn

CRAFTSBURY - The
Craftsbury Conservation
Commission (CCC) began a

Japanese Knotweed (JK) demon-
stration project in 2017 to show
landowners ways to eradicate or
at least control the non-native
invasive plant.

The project site, across from
the Little Hosmer fishing access
in Mill Village, is owned by the
Vermont Department of Environ-
mental Conservation under the
administration of the Vermont
Department of Fish and Wildlife. It
was chosen because of its roadside
visibility at a  well-traveled
intersection.

In 2018, a licensed herbicide
applicator demonstrated injecting
large stems of JK with glyphosate.
That method was costly, time-con-
suming and didnt control as
completely as expected.

There are always apprehen-
sions on using herbicide, so we
abandoned that method.

Other methods demonstrated
at the site have been pulling,
cutting, mowing and smothering.
We demonstrated how to dry stalks
with and without roots.

In 2024 the Craftsbury
Conservation Commission received
a Watershed Grant from Vermont
Fish & Wildlife to start a new
experiment using erosion fabric,
plantings and fascines (bundles of
fast growing willow) to stop erosion
flowing from the gravel road into
the Little Hosmer Pond outlet
stream.

It was expected that Japanese
Knotweed would prevent erosion,
but it doesn’t. It doesn’t have a
tangle of fine roots as many native
plants do, so soil moves easily
between the widely spaced JK
roots.

JK roots are brittle and break
off into the moving soil to be

ErOSIon h/dden by Japanese knot-
weed now shows afteritwas cut along
Town Highway 19 in Craftsbury. A
2024 Watershed Grant from Vermont
Fish & Wildlife allowed the Craftsbury
Conservation Commission to start an
experiment using erosion fabric, plant-
ings and fascines to stop erosion into
the Little Hosmer Pond outlet stream.
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]apanese Knotweed control project continues

Native plants grow in slits in the fabric
cover at the Craftsbury Conservation
Commission demonstration site along
Town Hlghway 19.
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carried into the stream, floating
downstream and taking root in a
new spot. You have probably seen
streams and rivers in Vermont
edged thickly with JK for long
stretches.

The conservation commission,
with more than 999 hours of
volunteer help from Craftsbury
residents, Sterling College
students and Craftsbury Outdoor
Center athletes, dug up a large
eroding area of JK adjacent to
Town Highway (TH19} in 2024 and
2025.

The steep slope, which had
eroded in the previous summer’s
flooding, was then covered with
erosion control fabric to smother

the JK roots.
More than 200 Vermont
native, bare-root shrubs were

planted In May 2025 through
slits in the fabric along TH19. The
plants were chosen for their ability
to thrive under dry, sunny condi-
tions; to grow a thick root cover
from their rhizomes to hold soil in
place, outcompeting knotweed; and
to attract pollinators, birds and
other wildlife.

The native shrubs are
Arrowwood (Viburnum dentatum),
Red Osier Dogwood (Cornus
sericea), Chokecherry (Prunus
virginiana), Black Chokeberry
(Aronia melanocarpa), Gray
dogwood  (Cornus  racemosa),
Nannyberry (Viburnum lentago)
and Purple-flowering Raspberry
(Rubus odoratus).

Nearly all of the shrubs were
doing well late in the growing
season.

It remains to be seen whether
the fabric and the plants will control
erosion from the road, smother the
JK and help crowd it out.

When JK covers large areas
and crowds out native plants,

wildlife is lost, including polli-
nators. Birds don’t nest in it and it
doesn’t produce berries for wildlife
food. Bees use it only when it’s in
bloom. But they need an assortment
of flowering, nectar-bearing plants
all spring and summer, not just one
spread of all the same blossoms
only in late summer.

In the fall of 2025, native grass
seed with asters was planted to
control erosion at the road shoulder.

Both Hyde Park and Waits-
field-Warren-Fayston (WWF) are
proving that mechanical control of
JK is working. I visited WWF last
summer and was amazed at how
much they have accomplished in
clearing large areas of JK. Hyde
Park says “repeat cutting [of JK]
absolutely works to deplete the
plant’s energy. You have to be
realistic about the work required:
It takes time and persistence over
many years.”

The CCC experience shows
that is so true. Our job in 2026
will be to keep pulling up JK as
we know it doesn’t give up easily.
But each pull weakens it and even-
tually it will give up.

Sterling College student Abigail
Weinstein stakes one of many rapidly
growing willow bundle called fascines
into the bank along the Little Hosmer
Pond outlet stream for erosion control.
She worked with other Sterling College
students and their instructor at the
Craftsbury Conservation Commission
Japanese knotweed control project
site along Town Highway 19.

photo by Elinor Osborn

Elinor Osborn is a member
of the Craftsbury Conservation
Commission.

LETTERS FROM READERS

We need more wild forests and
more ecological forestry

To the editor:

We applaud Mr. Riley’s
excellent  opinion piece on
ecological forestry [“Embracing

ecological forestry, a new approach
to forest management,” VIDigger,
November 11, 2025]. We share his
love of forests.

Forest loss and fragmentation
diminish both the vast biological
and ecological functions of forests
and all the benefits we humans
derive from forests. Permanent
conservation is needed to keep
forests as forests.

Ecological forestry, which we
fully endorse, is an approach to both
maintain forests and to produce the
products we need locally.

We also need more wild
forests: forests that are allowed
to mature with free will, under
natural processes and evolving
over time.

As forests mature, they become
more complex biologically and struc-
turally, store vast amounts of carbon
and are scientific benchmarks for
bettering our understanding of
forest ecology and management.
Moreover, wild forests and all their
inhabitants simply have inherent
value. We have a responsibility to
protect them.

Wild forests are rare in the
region.

The 2023 report, “Wildlands in
New England: Past, Present, and
Future.” identified only 3.3% of the
region as protected wildlands. Both
this report and Vermont Conser-
vation Design call for at least nine
to ten percent of the landscape to be
protected as wildland or old forest.

The 2024 analysis and report,
“Beyond the Illusion of Preser-
vation” identifies three steps for
our forests’ future: Protect forests
(at least 10 percent of the land as
wildlands, 70 percent as managed
woodlands), reduce consumption by
25 percent and expand ecological
forestry.

We need more wild forests and
more ecological forestry, and we
have plenty of room for both.

Eric Sorenson, Calais

Brett Engstrom,
Marshfield

Liz Thompson, Williston
This commentary first

appeared in VTDigger, December
16, 2025. Eric Sorenson, Brett
Engstrom and Liz Thompson are
ecologists with professional expe-
rience in Vermont and the Northeast

and all board members of Northeast
Wilderness Trust.
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AnoTHER OPINION

by The Orleans Southwest
Educators’ Association
Executive Team

HARDWICK —As the new year
begins, our communities’ volunteer
school boards are hard at work
revising budgets for the coming
2026-2027 school year. We appre-
ciate their tireless efforts towards
this difficult task. As daily costs
are rising, we recognize the real
strain that property taxes place
on households. We also appreciate
that the expense of education is an
investment in these very commu-
nities, their current well-being and
their futures. Our school board
members face a difficult balancing
act, working to preserve these
essential institutions  without
placing too great a financial burden
on those who benefit from it.

At its most recent meeting
(December 15, 2025), the Hazen
Union School Board, at the recom-
mendation of Principal Jason
Di Giulio, tentatively approved
Reductions in Force (RIFs) that
would eliminate seven teaching
positions. While we understand
that the Hazen Union budget
needs to be under a certain dollar
amount to avoid tax penalties, we
are alarmed to see these student-
facing roles on the chopping block,
while administrative roles were
untouched in the proposed budget.

At this juncture, we urge
the Hazen board to reconsider,
and construct a budget that will
mitigate direct impact on our
students by managing costs in
ways other than cutting the school
staff they interact with on a daily
basis.

The proposed cuts of a math
teacher, an English teacher, a
global citizenship teacher, a science
teacher, our only French teacher,
our only technology integrationist

and our work-based learning
driver, would dramatically harm
Hazen’s culture and learning
environment.

Losing this significant portion
of our staff would counteract years
of effort to ensure our students can
access learning experiences that
are rich, engaging, and equitable
with those of students across the
state.

These staffing changes would
not only destabilize student
learning  opportunities,  they
would have a massive impact on
the culture in which our students
thrive.

In recent years, Hazen Union
has prioritized expanding robust
elective offerings at the high
school level in order to ensure our
students can access learning expe-
riences that are equitable with

Alarm at student-facing roles on chopping block

those of students across the state.
In spite of these efforts, the reality
is that our core subject instructors
(math, science, English and global
citizenship) are already operating
beyond sustainable capacity. The
loss of a teacher in each of these
departments will result in the
elimination or significant consoli-
dation of remaining electives, or in
some cases potentially even cutting
graduation-requirement courses.

There is a great deal of nuance
in the complexities of building
a viable master schedule for
middle and high school that offers
all students sufficient learning
pathways to meet their diverse
academic needs.

This challenge will only be
compounded by the loss of a teacher
from each core department. Three
of the four core positions impacted
by the proposed cuts are middle
school teachers.

In addition to slashing options
for course offerings at the high
school, these reductions would
mean the loss of the middle school’s
current teams-based teaching
model. Our seventh and eighth
grade teams foster culture-building
and social-emotional learning;
support rising seventh graders in
the transition from elementary
school to Hazen; and are rooted in
best practices as defined by current
education research. They have
been a model of excellence within
our school, and uplift our students
through some of the toughest years
of growing up.

The other positions at risk of
being cut all bring just as much
value to Hazen’s students, in a host
of delightfully specific ways: Our
French program connects a signif-
icant portion of our students with
their family heritage and has
opened the doors to international
experiential education, allowing
students of all socioeconomic
backgrounds to learn in Montreal
and Paris. Building language
and intercultural opportunities
are critical ways in which our
school seeks to meet its mission
to empower students “to achieve
their full potential and become
successful, responsible, and
contributing members of society,
locally and globally.” World
Language learning improves
cognitive function and skills,
supports literacy in a learner’s
first language, and fosters inter-
cultural skills that improve
interactions with all neighbors
of diverse backgrounds and
perspectives. The French program
has been critical, as half of the
World Language department, in
making Hazen a school where
every student pursues biliteracy.

All Hazen middle schoolers learn
a language other than English.
Through  third, fourth and
fifth-year study, students prepare
for and have achieved the Vermont
Seal of Biliteracy, an endorsement
added to their Vermont High
School Diploma that is portable
to academic and professional
contexts.

The technology integrationist
has filled a crucial gap at Hazen
in the last two years, not only
supporting every teacher in their
ability to interface with learning
management software and
classroom technology, but teaching
middle school tech classes that
have given Hazen students the
real-world tech skills they need to
thrive in school and beyond.

The computers class has
supported learning across all
subjects, empowering students

to effectively navigate the tech-
nology embedded in all of their
classes, while media expo intro-
duces students to practical appli-
cations of modern technology
including 3D design and covers
important topics such as the
impacts of AI in school and at
large. Separating this work from
the equally essential role of the
librarian has been a proactive
shift at a time when literacy scaf-
folding is so greatly needed, maxi-
mizing direct literacy support for
the students who need it most.

Hazen’s work-based learning
program is a centerpiece of our
flexible pathways program, and
offering reliable transportation as
a piece of that program has enabled
more equitable access toit, allowing
students to take on professional
opportunities without weighing
their ability to drive themselves
there as a factor.

The most direct impact of
these staffing cuts would be a loss

of diverse offerings at Hazen; from
there, we can expect the growth
of existing inequity to accelerate,
with  better-resourced families
choosing to send their children
to better-resourced schools and
Hazen’s student body continuing to
dwindle. The reality is that every
adult who works directly with
students at Hazen plays a unique
and important role in the education
of our community’s young people
— acting as mentors, broadening
horizons, and ensuring our students
gain access to the learning opportu-
nities they deserve.

As budget drafts are finalized
across our Supervisory Union,
we urge boards to look closely at
expenses other than the adults
who spend their days directly
interfacing with students.

While there is a possibility
that Hazen will need to meet
class-size minimums in the years
ahead, those policies have not
yet been finalized and are years
from enforcement, and we do not
yet know what flexibility may be
available to a school of our size and
in our rural location, especially as
long as we remain a school whose
students are thriving.

The intent behind Act 73 is
rooted in the consideration of admin-
istrative costs, and we encourage our
school board to look closely at the
proportions between administration

and student-facing staff.
In the face of Act 73, the
proposed cuts to instructional

staff would shake Hazen’s foun-
dation, making our community
more vulnerable to losing its school
entirely in the years ahead. We
need to fortify our schools against
pending legislation by preserving
robust, diverse and academically
rigorous learning experiences for
our students, scaffolded by lean,
efficient administrative support.

Hel |el"S WOI"d by Joe Heller
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OUR NEIGHBORHOOD

by Amy Rosenthal

HARDWICK - In the early
morning of August 24, 2022, FBI
agents raided my house. Unbe-
knownst to me, for the previous
three weeks I had been renting
one of my Airbnb spaces to Brian
Preller, a participant in the events
of January 6, 2021, at the U.S.
Capitol. The FBI had a warrant
for his arrest which they executed
without incident and left my home
intact a few hours later.

I won’t easily forget that day.
It was alarming at first to see
armed men surrounding my house,
upsetting the quiet and calm of my
usual Vermont existence. As I stood
outside in my pajamas waiting for
the agents to arrest Brian and take
him away, my alarm turned to
curiosity as I chatted with the FBI
agents about the charges against
Brian, about how long they had
been surrounding my house (since
2 a.m.) and whether or not I could
offer them coffee and mulffins.
They initially refused my hospi-
tality but commented that they
knew about my muffins and scones
from my Airbnb reviews. They also
knew about my older dog, Lewis

The day the FBI came to Grandma’s house

from the reviews as well but were
unfamiliar with the new puppy,
who hadn’t been mentioned in any
Airbnb reviews yet because she
had just come to live with us.

It was at that point that I
realized Brian, and my house had
been under surveillance for about
a week. As the hours dragged on,
forensic officers searched the airbnb
and secured the scene, and the
other agents stood around catching
up and eventually accepting my
offer of muffins.

For weeks afterwards the dogs
would check the many spots in the
woods around the house where
agents had hidden themselves in
advance of the raid. It was a daily
reminder of the events that had
taken place weeks before.

I gained important lessons
and gifts from the experience.
I learned a lot about myself. I
learned I had the capacity to stay
calm and gracious in the face of
such an unusual event.

Once all the excitement was
over and the arrest was made, I
served muffins and coffee to the
agents who had been surrounding
my house since 2 a.m. and were wet
and hungry. They were grateful

VOICES OF SPIRIT

Seven haiku for a new year

by Anthony Acheson

O, how our minds need

to grasp: what is held in thought

is what waits in store.

Thinking, watching from
a perfect sanctuary.
Nothing understood.

Here, now, yet again,
a chance to experience

experiencing.

Ocean-walk at dawn.

Sun, surf, breeze, seagulls singing.

Godhead 1.0.

Silence says, “Come in.”

Learn here-dwelling, story-free.

Then — unchained — you’ll see.

Time is less a fact

of physics — or things changing.

More: our mode of mind.

How easy it is
to confess the wrongdoings
of people long-dead.

Rev. Acheson is the retired Pastor of the Greensboro United Church
of Christ, and author of the book of essays, “Beyond Denial.” He can be
reached at acheson.anthony@gmail.com. Samples of his writing are at

anthonyeacheson.com.

FBI agents in an assault vehicle, a van and other vehicles, visit a Hardwick
residence and Airbnb rental in the early morning hours of August 24, 2022
to arrest Brian Preller, suspected of being involved in the January 6, 2021

attack on the U.S. Capitol.

and remarked about how it was the
most beautiful place they had ever
raided.

Chalk up one more positive
point for Vermont!

The second, and I think the
most important lesson, was not
about me, but about how others
reacted to the raid, the arrest and
its aftermath as I told and retold
the story of that morning to a
variety of people over the years.

Others reacted quickly to the
details of the events and made
judgments about the experience
based mostly on their personal and
political perspective. They would
offer their opinions freely about
what I should have done differ-
ently: How I should never have
allowed the FBI or the January 6th
conspirator onto my property; how
I must be more careful about who I
rent my Airbnb space to, especially
those with guns; and why in the
world would I have let him come
back for another week to finish out
his reservation once he made bail.

I learned that, while many
talk a good game about the need
to heal the rift between factions in
the country and create a climate
of mutual respect for different
perspectives when given the
chance, few choose to do so.

No one ever asked if I was all
right or what I thought about those
events.

The third and probably most
improbable outcome of the expe-
rience that caused me to become
weirdly adjacent to the events of
January 6, was that Brian and
I developed a unique and yet
important relationship.

While Brian was away in
Rutland being arraigned I had to
make the decision whether or not

photo by Amy Rosenthal

to let him come back to complete
the last week of his reservation.
After consulting my own conscience
and a friend whose opinion about
complex issues I value greatly, I
realized there was no good reason
to not honor the remainder of his
reservation.

I hadn’t felt unsafe with him
during our numerous coffee conver-
sations before I knew he had
been involved with the January 6
uprising, so there was no reason to
suspect I would feel unsafe after
his arrest.

Having worked for years
with victims of crime through the
Vermont Department of Correc-
tions, and having spent lots of time
talking with those who had been
convicted of crimes, I knew how
easy it is to judge someone by the
last worst thing they had done as
opposed to the next good thing they
might do.

Before his arrest, Brian had
shared many details about his life,
none about his involvement with
the Guardians of Freedom, but a
lot about his life as a teen father;
he had married the mother of his
child while staying in school and
supporting them financially.

He share how he had done two
tours in the Middle East with the
Florida National Guard; how upon
his return home he had difficulty
finding work; and how he even-
tually found a job as a security
guard in a housing project.

He talked about how
important it was for him to interact
with residents there with respect
and positive regard.

He later shared that he joined
the Guardians of Freedom origi-
nally because they made him feel

See FBI, Next Page
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like he belonged and that his orga-
nizational and management skills
had value that he had put to good
use. He had since left the group
and was no longer affiliated with
them.

My conversations with Brian
after his release were the most
interesting conversations I had ever
had with someone whose political
views couldn’t have been more
diametrically opposed to mine.

I got to share my thoughts
about January 6th with him and he
got to share his story with me.

I shared what it was like to
see the assault of the institution
that I held in high regard and I
was honest with him about my
feelings of disgust, horror and fear
as I watched the events of that day
unfold.

I told him what it was like
for me, a Jewish woman, to watch
white supremecists use racist and
anti-semitic chants to whip the mob
into a frenzy.

He denied being either racist
or anti-semitc. He proclaimed
himself an anarchist and said in his
defense that his group had trained
both black and Jewish anarchist
groups from all over the world to
shoot guns and strategize ways to
topple and resist governments.

I countered that you can’t
march side by side with indi-
viduals who are advocating white
supremacy and wearing camp
Auschwitz sweatshirts  while
claiming you aren’t one of them or
don’t somehow support them. You
can’t pick and choose.

I watched as he began to think
about that. And, how eventually his
thoughts about that day became a
bit more complicated for him, as did
mine.

He told me about the
Guardians of Freedom, and it’s
their relationship to the Trump
Administration, and I learned a
lot about how deeply involved that
administration was with anarchist
and anti-government groups.

Brian was very clear that he
hadn’t shown up at the Capital
because he was a Trump supporter.
Quite the opposite; he said he and
his group had no respect for Trump
at all.

He said he was there because,
as an anarchist, he appreciated
Trump as a disruptor, someone
whose behaviors and approach to
governing were going to put an end
to government as we know it and
give the power to govern, or not,
back to the people.

Overturning the results of the
election to please Trump was just
one step in the right direction as far
as they were concerned.

Trump was a pawn for them,
albeit a powerful and dangerous
one: one whose only value was to

FBI agents at Amy Rosenthal’s Hard-
wick residence and Airbnb rental in
the early morning hours of August
24, 2022 discuss the arrest of Brian
Preller, suspected of being involved
in the January 6, 2021 events at the
U.S. Capitol. She fed them muffins
before they left with Preller after sev-
eral hours.

photo by Amy Rosenthal

cause the government to become
so weak and chaotic that it would
eventually fail.

While his anarchist rhetoric
was fundamentally horrifying to
me, he pointed out that anarchists
and those on the left agree on
several points: that governments
should not tell us who we can and
cannot marry, and that they should
keep their hands off decisions about
medical interventions, especially as
they apply to women.

These were points [ hadn’t ever
thought about, having considered
anarchists as nothing but violent
disrespectful disruptors whose only
goal was to advocate for chaos and
create a culture where every person
was out for themself, something
January 6 only confirmed for me.

We agreed to disagree over the
government’s responsibility to help
the needy, the necessity of taxing
citizens, police oversight and the
role of woke government to attain
and maintain civil and human
rights.

I came away from those conver-
sations realizing I would never
be an anarchist, but also under-
standing that things were more
complicated than I had originally
thought and many in this country
did not share my respect or faith in
the government.

I came away grateful to have
been able to talk with Brian about
things that I could only have specu-
lated about before.

I believe he came away grateful
that someone was willing to listen
and argue with him respectfully.

Before he left he told me he
would check in with me on the anni-
versary of the arrest to let me know
how he was doing.

I wondered to myself if I
actually wanted to be reminded
yearly about the events of that day
in August.

He didn’t call the next August.

He did one better: he called me

the next Mother’s Day to thank me
for my kindness towards him at the
time and to let me know he was still
awaiting trial.

He contacted me again the next
Mother’s Day to let me know he was
about to complete his sentence that
included eight months of house
arrest.

Last Mother’s day I didn’t hear
from him.

By then he had been pardoned
and I was busy trying to make
sense of what has been happening
in the world since January 2025
and making it through each day.

Then came the fifth anni-
versary of what is now referred to
as J6.

I have been giving my rela-
tionship to it and to Brian a lot of
thought.

I have written and re-written
this essay a few times over the last
few weeks trying to capture my
thoughts and feelings.

None of my drafts seem to say
what I have wanted to say.

They have been filled with all
kinds of advice about how to make
it through these challenging times.

This January 6, as I was trying
to refine my latest draft, I texted
Brian to see how he was doing
Within a minute of getting my text,
he called me.

We talked for an hour, picking
up where we had left off during our
last conversation.

He is living back in Florida
now, having spent his house arrest
time working hard for Amazon
delivering packages; work being the
only thing someone on house arrest
is allowed to do.

His relationship with his girl-
friend, who he had come to Vermont
with, was over. He felt isolated
and vulnerable in New England,
believing that, if others found out
about his relationship to January
6th, he would have been given a
hard time.

He is no longer a member of
any group. He has become politically
agnostic, believing both sides are
corrupt and not worth supporting.
He has come to understand his
affiliation with an anarchist group
had more to do with his personal
demons than his political commit-
ments and it was about needing to
belong and to matter; something I
think most of us can relate to.

He now sits in the middle, not
taking sides.

While he still has some
conspiracy theory notions about
government corruption and pres-
idential politics, he is no longer a
Trump supporter.

He worries about the echo
chambers on both the right and
the left that have failed to move us
towards any kind of solid leadership
and way forward.

He is disgusted with what is
happening in America and would
like to leave.

He filled me in on his family
and I finally had the courage to
ask him about the pardon. He was
frank with me, saying it really
helped him. He acknowledged that
not having to put on an application
that he was convicted of a felony for
his involvement in January 6th has
helped him get back on his feet and
not be judged harshly by others.

He didn’t think that the
pardons should have gone to
everyone. He believed those who
were not violent like him, deserved
them and those individuals who
caused physical harm should never
have been pardoned.

I asked if he thought those
who prosecuted him should be
prosecuted in return. He said he
thought they should only be pros-
ecuted if there was evidence they
had done something illegal, but not
because of Trump’s spite and need
for revenge.

When I challenged him about
giving in to hyperbole and general-
izations in his accusations, he said
he appreciated how respectfully I
disagreed with him.

Ijoked that we should take our
conversations on the road.

He said he would do it with me
any time. He said we could model
how to have these kinds of conver-
sations in a civil manner. He said
he would go with me because he
knew I would never “punch him
in the face”. And I know he would
never punch me in mine.

There is a lot of talk about the
need and importance of working
across the political aisle and not
finger pointing or pre-judging
who others are just because they
disagree with us politically.

It’s easier said than done, but
it must be done.

What has come out of the
FBI raid for me, and by extension
January 6, is a unique relationship
with someone I would never have
had a relationship with before.

I highly recommend it.

It has given me the opportunity
to put theory into practice and have
conversations in a respectful way
about difficult topics on which there
is only minimal agreement.

It made me be J6 adjacent,
and gave me access to other
perspectives and points of view
that took me out of my own echo
chamber; something that needed
to be done.

In the end though it gave me a
great story to tell that will become
part of my family’s lore as they tell
and retell the story about the day
the FBI came to grandma’s house.

Amy Rosenthal has lived in
Hardwick since 2005, is a Justice of
the Peace, a former Hazen School
Board member and a member of
the Hardwick Equity Committee.
She has five grandchildren who are
still too young to understand what
happened at their grandmother’s
house, but eventually they will.
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| HEARD IT THROUGH THE JEUDEVINE

by Brendan Buckley

HARDWICK - At the beginning
of a new year it is not unusual
to reflect on what around us has
changed in the past twelve months.
How much taller are our children
or grandchildren? How much has
that apple tree grown? How many
more miles are on the odometer?
How many more grey hairs are
there? Perhaps those reflections
harken back further: to a new year
some decades ago, against which we
measure more than inches or miles.

In the years that I served as
a Jeudevine trustee, and now fill a
role as an occasional columnist and
weekly volunteer, I have marveled
at the remarkable change, across
my lifetime, to the definition of both
library and librarian.

As a child in the 1950s and
1960s, a weekly trip to the library
was part of our family routine. A
parent would leave me in the chil-
dren’s section and head to the adult
room. It was a silent world, so silent
that any stray sound, such as a
cough, or a book falling to the floor,
resulted in a lifting of heads by all

Change to definition of library, librarian

within earshot. Conversations at the
circulation desk were carried out
in whispers. There were no other
conversations. Upon returning to
the outside world it seemed momen-
tarily strange to speak in one’s
normal voice.

Libraries were all about books.
There were no books on tape,
e-books, DVDs or arts and crafts
workshops. One went to the library
to borrow books, and occasionally to
sit and read there, if parents were
running errands.

Were a person to time-travel
from a mid-twentieth century library
to our Jeudevine today, they would
recognize the stacks of books and the
comfortable chairs, but they would
be shocked at the ongoing conversa-
tions held in normal speaking voices,
and astounded at the even louder
volume of conversation that fills our
children’s spaces. Borrow a movie:
unheard of! Borrow a moisture
meter, a Strider-bike, a museum
pass. Wow!

Similarly, a librarian from
that earlier time would be over-
whelmed at the job description.
Beyond helping us find books (and

THE OUTSIDE STORY

DVD’s), Diane, Kevin and Rachel
oversee a variety of events, ranging
from author presentations, to film-
screenings, to fabrics-art classes,
to cooking instruction, to storytime
sessions. They help patrons navigate
the internet to fill out applications
for food assistance or other state
services. They answer the phone for
Neighbor-to-Neighbor to help others
with transportation, or clearing an
icy walkway.

What’s up in the coming weeks?
Last month I reported on Jodi Lew
Smith’s new novel, “Asa James.”
Next month she will hold a discussion
group about the book on the evening
of Thursday February 5, at 6:30 p.m..
The library has two copies of the book
available to borrow. (If you have read
it and can lend the Jeudevine your
copy, please do.) All are welcome.
There is no requirement to have read
the book in advance.

The Vermont Humanities
Council has recently sent about two
dozen copies of “The Light Pirate” to
the Jeudevine. It is the current choice
for the Vermont Reads program, now
in its twenty-third year. The story it
tells is about Wanda, who lives in

a coastal Florida town confronting
dramatic weather changes that are
resulting in rising sea levels. Wanda
must adapt to the cataclysmic atmo-
spheric patterns.

The Jeudevine will hold two
events connected to the statewide
reading collaboration. On February
12, at 6 p.m., it will present “Facing
a Flooded World.” Shawna Trader of
“Barre Up” will share information
about several community building
projects under way in her town,
which has also experienced cata-
strophic flooding in recent years.
Through such programs the town
has begun to develop a resilience to
the devastating storms.

In March, the Jeudevine will
host a book discussion group on “The
Light Pirate” with the date and time
to be announced later.

On the youth front, There is a
new baking program that will meet
on the third Wednesday of each
month, beginning January 21 at
3 p.m. This month’s project is soda
cupcakes.

The current ukulele class is
full. If you missed out, stay tuned as
there may be future sessions.

by Loren Merrill

MILLBROOK, N.Y. - Last
autumn, I was canoeing in a quiet
saltwater cove on the Maine coast
when I realized I had a tiny stowaway
onboard. A masked shrew (Sorex
cinereus, also called the cinereus
or common shrew) was huddled in
the boat’s bow, trying to disappear
into the nose of the canoe. I was out
on a solo photography trip (or so I
thought) hoping to capture images of
mink, seals and birds.

I knew about the shrew’s
infamous metabolism: they have
an average heart rate of 780 beats
per minute and need to eat almost
continuously throughout the day or
they die of starvation, so I figured I
would make a truncated trip. After
10 minutes or so, the shrew became
active and started exploring the
canoe’s interior. After 20 minutes,
it began trying to scale the steep
sides of the canoe, and I realized I
would have to head back to shore
or risk having the shrew expire on
the trip.

Once on shore, I ushered the
shrew out of the boat, and it vanished
into the leaflitter, presumably to find
its next meal. Masked shrews have a
generalist diet and will eat just about
anything they can find and subdue:
worms, insects, arachnids, snails,

The incredible shrinking shrew

Masked shrew

amphibians, other small mammals,
small bird eggs and nestlings, as
well as seeds, nuts and fungi. In
addition to their wide-ranging diet,
masked shrews are the most widely
distributed shrew in North America,
inhabiting most of the northern half
of the continent.

Masked shrews are one of our
smallest mammals, tipping the
scales at between 3 and 6 grams (one
to two pennies), with a 2.5-inch-long
body, and a 1.5-inch tail. They
have a long, pointed snout full of
sharp teeth, and a powerful nose
surrounded by extremely sensitive
whiskers. Their small size belies an
outsized appetite; their infamous
metabolism, mentioned above,
requires an impressive number of
calories to fuel it. Masked shrews

can consume three times their body
weight in a day, or the equivalent of a
150-pound person eating 1,800 quar-
ter-pound burgers. During periods
of rest, masked shrews can enter a
state of torpor, dropping their body
temperature, heart and breathing
rates, and subsequently reducing
their energy requirements. But
torpor is a short-term energy fix, and
these diminutive eating machines
remain active throughout the winter.
Winter presents a one-two punch of
challenges for these mammals: their
primary food source (invertebrates)
becomes scarce, and the colder air
temperature forces them to burn
more energy to maintain their body
temperature.

To help offset these cold-
weather challenges, masked shrews
have evolved an unusual ability: they
shrink in the winter. And this is not
just a reduction in body mass; their
skeletons, including their skulls,
also get smaller. This is known as
Dehnel’s phenomenon, and it has
been documented in a handful of
small mammals and weasels. It
represents a form of phenotypic
plasticity, in which an organism
can express a different phenotype
(the observable or expressed traits)
in response to changing ecological
conditions. Scientists do not yet have
a clear picture of how the shrews are

able to reduce their skeletal dimen-
sions, nor how they regrow them in
the spring, but the size reduction
results in a decrease in their overall
energy requirements.

Despite the energy savings they
get from shrinking, masked shrews
still need to forage almost constantly
during the winter. Their small
size and elongated body shape are
well-suited for their semi-fossorial
(partly underground) lifestyles, but
their extremely high surface area
to volume ratio results in a high
rate of heat loss. Snow provides an
important insulating layer under
which they can limit the amount of
heat loss, but the masked shrew’s
internal combustion engine runs on
overdrive for most of the winter. It
is perhaps not surprising that very
few masked shrews even approach
the age of two years before their fires
are extinguished. They have come to
epitomize the live-fast, die-young”
lifestyle.

My encounter in the canoe
underscored how close masked
shrews exist to the edge of their
physiological limits. Shrinking their
bodies in winter helps keep them
from falling off that edge.

Loren Merrill is a science writer
and photographer with a PhD in
ecology living in Millbrook, N.Y. Illus-
tration by Adelaide Murphy Tyrol.
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INn THE GARDEN

by Henry Homeyer

CORNISH FLAT, N.H. -
Overall, my gardens did well last
summer despite the lack of rain,
largely because of all that sunshine.
Most of us had a wet spring and
early summer, then a very dry
summer and fall.

For people planting new trees,
shrubs and perennials it meant lots
of watering. Until plants have done
some root growth, they really need
to have soil that does not completely
dry out. Vegetables, of course do
best with lightly moist soil.

Each year I plant a few more
trees and shrubs, even though my
list includes over 100 different
kinds that I have planted since
I bought my house in 1970. Last
spring I planted a spring-blooming
witch hazel, one called “Arnold’s
Promise.” I've had the native witch
hazel for decades — they bloom
late in the fall with lovely yellow
blossoms. This new one is a Zone 5
tree, only hardy to minus 20 F. I've
been in a Zone 4 area for decades,
but have been trying Zone 5 trees
for the last few years, and they have
all survived our winters. Hopefully,
“Arnold” will, too.

Last fall I planted a Dawn
Redwood (Metasequoia glyptos-
troboides). This is not the Cali-
fornia redwood, but a descendent of
a trees only found in fossil records
until the 1940s. Then an alert
forester found a grove of them in a
remote part of China. He contacted
the Arnold Arboretum at Harvard,
and an expedition was mounted
after WWII. Seeds were collected
and sent all over the world, and this
fast-growing deciduous conifer has
succeeded well in many locations. It
likes wet soil and prefers full sun,
but will tolerate some shade. I have
seen several in New Hampshire
and Vermont. I can’t wait to see how
it performs for us.

Looking ahead, I will soon be
studying the catalogs and websites
of my favorite seed companies.
It’s good to order seeds now, as
some popular seeds will sell out,
especially small packets of tomato
seeds of things like “Sun Gold,” my
favorite cherry tomato.

If you have been thinking

Sungold cherry tomatoes.
courtesy photo

Looking back on 2025 and forward to 2026

about starting your own seedlings,
now is a good time to build a simple
A-frame stand that will support
lights and the flats you will use
to start your plants indoors. I've
written how to make one, so just
email me if you want directions
on how to do it. Your local lumber
store should be willing to cut all
the pieces of wood to size for you.
It’s quite easy to build, even for
non-carpenters.

I don’t believe in writing New
Year’s resolutions, but do like to
reflect each year at this time about
what improvements I want to make
in how I garden, and what I shall
plant. So here are a few of my ideas,
and a few from friends willing to
share theirs.

Although we have large popu-
lations of native plants that support
pollinators and birds, in 2026 I hope
to locate and plant a wider diversity
of plants. I am on the list to get the
Massachusetts Master Gardener
on-line newsletter called “The

Dirt.” In the January issue it lists
native plants that are important to
support our pollinators that are at
risk and declining in numbers.
Using that list I will see which
I can add to our environment.
Dr. Gegear, who researched and
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Arnold’s Promise has yellow blossoms
with a splah of orange in early spring.
courtesy photo

prepared the list, includes bloom
time, whether it is important for
pollen or nectar, and what polli-
nators it is important for. A good
source for native plants is the
Native Plant Trust garden shop
in Framingham, Mass., and their
production facility, Nasami Farm
in Whately, Mass. Both are open
seasonally, opening in mid-April.

My friend, Hank, emails this:
“Over a cup of tea and the last of the
holiday cookies I sift through the
dog-eared pages of color and hope
(the seed catalogs). I take the time to
add to the lists, create my to do’s, and
purposely circle plant varieties that
I am interested in trying. I take the
time to consider where I'll be building
anew shed and then wander into the
barn to spend more time organizing,
looking for the tools that need to be
cleaned and sharpened.”

And Jenny from Vermont
emailed saying that she will “try to
keep the goutweed in check so the

Young dawn redwood at New England Botanic Garden in Boylston, Mass.
courtesy photo

new Mayapple can dominate, and
I'll try to rein in the white cohosh
that has gone wild. Last year I tried
to add a toad lily and it failed. I may
try again.” My thought? Yes, try toad
lily again, it’s a great plant (but not
a true lily) that blooms in the fall. I
always give plants two more tries in
different spots if I wasn’t successful
with them on the first try.

Last year, my friend Mark
planted five little pawpaw trees that
he got from another friend. Pawpaws
send up lots of root sprouts, but
they will not produce fruit if they
are genetic clones (all from a single
mother tree, as his probably are). I
have some from another source, so
he'll trade me one of his for one of
mine. Most small trees move easily.

S et

Pawpaw fruit has a tropical flavor but a texture that is mushy.

Pawpaws are a native tree common
in Appalachia, but hardy here. Their
fruit tastes tropical.

Sara told me that she is
looking forward to warmer weather.
She wants to re-wild areas on her
property to include more native
species that will support pollinators
and wildlife.

And my friend Rika e-mailed
saying, in part, “My intention every
year is to become more relaxed - not
casual, and intuitive in the garden.”
I like it.

I wish you all a successful year
in your gardens.

Homeyer’s column appears
once a month. Reach him at henry.
homeyer@comcast.net or P.O. Box
364, Cornish Flat, NH 03746.
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THE OUTSIDE STORY

by Susan Shea

BROOKFIELD - Walking in
our woods in winter, I notice dense
patches of clubmoss that lend a
welcome splash of green to the for-
est floor. Some of these evergreen
plants resemble miniature Christ-
mas trees; others have fuzzy run-
ners that creep across the ground.

Despite their name, clubmoss-
es are not true mosses. They are
the oldest group of vascular plants,
which have specialized tissue
called xylem that transports water
and nutrients. Clubmosses evolved
410 million years ago and dominat-
ed the forests of the Carboniferous
Period (roughly 350 to 300 million
years ago), when they could grow
up to 100 feet tall. Coal deposits
contain the remains of these an-
cient clubmosses.

Today’s clubmosses are small
herbaceous plants with shiny, nee-
dle-like leaves called microphylls.
Their name comes from their re-
semblance to mosses and their
club-like reproductive structures,
called strobili. Strobili grow from
the tips of erect stems and disperse
spores. The dust-like yellow spores
were used for flash powder by
early photographers. Because of
their high oil content, they give off
a flash when ignited. Plants can
spread vegetatively through hori-
zontal stems that creep along the
ground, or through subterranean
rhizomes.

Clubmosses grow in wood-
lands, on forest edges, in bogs and
swamps, and in brushy fields. Dif-
ferent species prefer different
soil types, ranging from acidic to

Quiet persistence of clubmosses

nutrient-rich and from moist to
dry. Six different genera, or groups,
of clubmosses are found in New
England, containing about fifteen
species.

Prickly tree clubmoss (Den-
drolycopodium dendroideum) is a
common species that looks like a
row of small conifer trees. Vertical
stems arise every six inches from
underground runners. The upright
stems have many branches, with
dark green microphylls that are
prickly to the touch. Yellow-green
strobili that contain the spores
grow singly from upper branches.
Prickly tree clubmoss is closely re-
lated to princess pine, once widely
harvested for holiday decorating.

Southern ground cedar (Dipha-
siastrum digitatum) is another com-
mon species, though it is quite dif-
ferent from the tree clubmosses. Its
yellowish-green vertical stems have
flattened, fan-like branches with
tiny, scale-like leaves that resemble
those of a cedar bough. The yellow
strobili rise in candelabra-shaped
clusters of two to four from stalks
that grow off the upper branches.

Common clubmoss (Lycopodi-
um clavatum) is not tree-shaped
like the last two species. Its fuzzy,
green erect stems grow from hor-
izontal rhizomes that trail across
the surface of the ground, often in-
terlacing to form dense colonies.
One to five strobili grow on a stalk
from the tip of each vertical stem.

Like their fern relatives, club-
mosses undergo two very differ-
ent developmental stages during
their lives (sometimes called alter-
nating generations). There is a ga-
metophyte, or sexual, phase, and

Thank you for the expressions
of sympathy during the
loss of our loved one.

To those who brought food,

sent cards or flowers,
called, and stopped by,
this has given us great
comfort and will be
forever remembered.
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a sporophyte phase, the spore-pro-
ducing phase. When a spore lands
in a suitable moist spot, it develops
into a gametophyte: a flat, green,
heart-shaped body with sex or-
gans that grow underground. When
stimulated by water, sperm from
one gametophyte can swim to the
female organ on another gameto-
phyte and fertilize an egg. The egg
divides and grows into a tiny club-
moss, a new sporophyte, at first an-
chored to the gametophyte. While
the gametophyte phase is tiny and
hard to see, once a sporophyte de-
velops, it becomes recognizable to
us as a clubmoss. The complete life
cycle, from spore to gametophyte to
sporophyte, can take up to twenty
years.

Clubmosses play an important
ecological role on the forest floor.
Mats of clubmoss hold soil in place,
preventing erosion, especially on
slopes. They maintain soil moisture
and reduce temperature fluctua-
tions, creating a stable, sheltered
microhabitat for fungi, microorgan-
isms, invertebrates, and small an-
imals. Clubmosses contribute to

Thanks

for saying

you saw it in the
Hardwick Gazette

hardwickgazette.org

nutrient recycling in the forest. As
their dead leaves and stems decom-
pose, they release essential plant
nutrients back into the soil. Spe-
cies that colonize disturbed areas
can improve the soil, facilitating the
growth of other plants.

I've wondered why clubmoss-
es are abundant in some wood-
lands, like ours, and not in oth-
ers. This is likely determined by
soil type and past land use and dis-
turbance history, including wheth-
er they were harvested for Christ-
mas displays. Because clubmosses
are so slow to reproduce, collection
can deplete local populations. This
practice is now banned or requires
a permit on many public lands.

It’s best to enjoy these unique
evergreen plants in their natu-
ral habitat and appreciate the
color and diversity they add to the
winter woods. In their quiet per-
sistence, clubmosses remain living
links to Earth’s first forests.

Susan Shea is a naturalist,
writer, and conservationist based
in Brookfield. Illustration by Ade-
laide Murphy Tyrol.
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Our CoOMMUNITIES

Alumni session: Transition
information, Jan. 14

by Sterling College

CRAFTSBURY - Wednes-
day, Jan. 14 from 6:30 to 7:30
p.m., the Sterling College Board
of Trustees Transition Task Force
and College Leadership Team in-
vite Sterling College alumni to at-
tend a virtual information ses-
sion via Zoom. Updates will be
shared about the College’s tran-

sition, transcript and records

information from the Academic Of-
fice, future programming possibil-
ities, on-campus alumni events,
volunteer opportunities and other
ways to get involved with the Ster-
ling community in its final under-
graduate semester.

To gain access to this meeting,
register at bit.ly/4qDszmy. After
registering, you will receive an
email confirmation with informa-
tion to join the meeting.

Catching up on climate change, Jan. 15

MARSHFIELD — On Thurs-
day, Jan. 15, at 6:30 p.m., mete-
orologist Roger Hill will provide
an update on what has been hap-
pening climate-wise while every-
one has been focused on Wash-
ington, including the latest world
surface conditions and tempera-
ture trends, latest updates on the
Atlantic Meridional Overturn-
ing Circulation, the increasing

possibility of future local heat
waves, and colder early winter
conditions. This is the first pro-
gram in a series of events at the
Jaquith Public Library around
Vermont Humanities’ 2026 Ver-
mont Reads book, “The Light Pi-
rate” by Lily Brooks-Dalton.

More information is available
at jaquithpubliclibrary.org or (802)
426-3581.

“Gone Guys” documentary screens Jan. 15

by OSSU Central Office

GREENSBORO - The Ver-
mont-made documentary “Gone
Guys”, produced by Montpe-
lier-based Well Told Films, explores
the social, economic and emotional
pressures contributing to a grow-
ing sense of disconnection, isola-
tion, and loss of direction among
boys and young men in rural and
working-class communities.

On Thursday, Jan. 15, 6 to
8 p.m., the film will screen at the
Highland Center for the Arts in
Greensboro, followed by a panel
discussion and audience questions.
The screening is free or pay-what-
you-can, with tickets available at
the door or in advance or via sev-
endaystickets.com/.

Set in rural Vermont, the
45-minute documentary blends

national data with personal stories
from young men, educators, and
mentors, exploring issues of aca-
demic disengagement, loneliness,
and well-being. This community
event and conversation is co-host-
ed by Highland Center for the Arts
and Hazen Union School.

“In November, the faculty
at Hazen Union participated in a
screening of Gone Guys,” said Jen
Olson, work based learning coor-
dinator. “After examining our own
data, we found that nearly 85% of
behavior incidents involve male stu-
dents, and 58% of failed classes are
attributed to male students, under-
scoring the urgency and relevance
of the issues highlighted in the film.
We will continue to have conversa-
tions about the challenges facing
young men and to identify meaning-
ful ways to improve their outcomes.”

Annual group art show, Jan 18

by Jaquith Public Library

MARSHFIELD — Sunday, Jan.
18, at 2 p.m., the Jaquith Public Li-
brary will hold an opening recep-
tion for the return of local artists for
the annual invitational group art

show, which can be viewed during
regular library hours through mid-
April. Light refreshments will be
served.

More information is available
at jaquithpubliclibrary.org or (802)
426-3581.

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jt.’s
birthday observance, Jan. 19

GREENSBORO - On Jan-
uary 19, The Greensboro United
Church of Christ (GUCC) will hold
a gathering in observance of Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s birth-
day at the GUCC Sanctuary and
fellowship hall from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m.. This is a time to gather as a

community and hold space for free-
dom. All are welcome.

Attendees may bring a short
reading, a song or a thought per-
taining to freedom to share at the
gathering. The gathering will con-
clude in Fellowship Hall with soup
and bread.

Film screening series begins, Jan. 22

by Jaquith Public Library

MARSHFIELD - Thursday,
Jan. 22, at 6:30 p.m., the first film
in a new film series, “Glimpses of a
Maybe Future” will be screened at
the Jaquith Public Library. Abrief
overview, a populist Presidential
candidate quickly rises to the top
and is elected. In the background,

a monolithic global corporate donor
quietly arranges for the vice presi-
dent to take control of the country.
The series will continue on the sec-
ond and fourth Thursdays at 6:30
pm. The series is cosponsored by
the Salmon Falls Sangha and the
Jaquith Public Library. More in-
formation at jaquithpubliclibrary.
org or (802) 426-3581.

Sunday afternoon poetry, Jan. 25

by Jaquith Public Library
Staff

MARSHFIELD - On Sunday,
Jan. 25, at 2 p.m., the Poetry So-
ciety of Vermont and the Jaquith
Public Library will host Sunday
Afternoon Poetry at the Jaquith.
This first event of this monthly

poetry reading series will feature
Scudder Parker and Judith Janoo.
The reading is hosted by the
Jaquith Public Library and PSOV
board members David Hartnett
and Elizabeth McCarthy.

More information at jaquith-
publiclibrary.org or (802)
426-3581.

“Other Side” film screening, Jan. 25

by HCA Staff

GREENSBORO - On Janu-
ary 25 at 2 p.m., the Highland Cen-
ter for the Arts (HCA) will hold a
film screening for the documentary
“Other Side.” Admission is by do-
nation, get tickets at the door or at
the HCA website: boxoffice@high-
landartsvt.org

“Other Side” is a fea-
ture-length documentary about
Lynda Bluestein’s journey access-
ing medical aid in dying in Ver-
mont as an out of state resident.
It premiered to sold-out crowds
at South by Southwest Film Fes-
tival in March 2025 and has been
touring the country since then.
This screening of “Other Side” is

co-sponsored by the NEK Death
Care Community and Patient
Choices Vermont.

The NEK Death Care Commu-
nity is a local group of community
members encouraging compassion-
ate conversations about loss, grief,
and dying, and connecting people
with resources related to these top-
ics. Patient Choices Vermont is ded-
icated to education about Medical
Aid in Dying and end-of-life choice
in Vermont. Members of both or-
ganizations will answer questions
and facilitate a discussion after the
film. All proceeds from ticket sales
will go directly to the filmmakers
to support their continued work.
The HCA is located at 2875 Hard-
wick St., Greensboro.

Book discussion with
Rachael Cohen, Jan. 29

MARSHFIELD — On Thurs-
day, January 29, beginning at 6
p-m., the Jaquith Public Library
will hold a book discussion of “The
Light Pirate” by Lily Brooks-Dal-
ton with facilitator Rachael Cohen.
“The Light Pirate” is Vermont Hu-
manities’” 2026 Vermont Reads
book. The book considers climate
change and the dissolution of the

human-made world. This program
is part of a series of events at the
Jaquith Public Library around Ver-
mont Humanities’ 2026 Vermont
Reads. Free copies of the book are
available at the library. More in-
formation is available at jaquith-
publiclibrary.org or (802) 426-3581.
Snow date is Saturday, Jan. 31, 2
p.m.

Winter tracking field trip, Feb. 1

by Craftsbury Conservation
Commission

CRAFTSBURY - The Crafts-
bury Conservation Commission is
sponsoring a winter tracking field
trip on Saturday Feb. 1, from 9
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Jonathan Shapiro from the

Fox Paw School will share in-
formation about winter crea-
tures and the clues they leave to
help identify them. Arrive at the
Craftsbury Academy Woodlot on
Wylie Hill Road on time because
space is limited. The event is free
and open only to adults and ma-
ture teens.

The Hardwick Gazette ~ Since 1889 ~

News, Opinion, Entertainment, Sports & More!
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EDUCATION

OBITUARIES

2026 chess championship, Mar. 28

HYDE PARK - The 2026 Ver-
mont State Scholastic Chess Cham-
pionships will be held on Saturday,
March 28 at Lamoille Union High
School. Registration for all Vermont

students will be open in January
and scholarships will be available.
This is an all-day event open
to K-12 players. Save the date and
watch for registration information.

Rowell named to SNU Dean’s List

MANCHESTER, NH. -
Emma Rowell of Greensboro
Bend has been named to South-
ern New Hampshire University’s
(SNU’s) Fall 2025 Dean’s List. The
fall terms run from September to
December.

Full-time undergraduate

students who have earned a mini-
mum grade-point average of 3.500
to 3.699 for the reporting term are
named to the Dean’s List. Full-
time status is achieved by earning
12 credits over each 16-week term
or paired 8-week terms grouped in
fall, winter-spring and summer.

Three local students named
to SNU President’s List

MANCHESTER, N.H. — Trys-
tine Brennan-Hess of Greensboro
Bend, Chelsea Marcus of Wolcott
and Lindsay Brennan of Calais
have been named to the Southern
New Hampshire University (SNU)
Fall 2025 President’s List. The fall
terms run from September to De-
cember. Full-time undergraduate

students who have earned a mini-
mum grade-point average of 3.700
and above for the reporting term
are named to the President’s List.
Full-time status is achieved by
earning 12 credits over each 16-
week term or paired 8-week terms
grouped in fall, winter-spring and
summer.

Student project exhibition, Jan. 15

CABOT - The end-of-the-se-
mester Cabot High School ex-
hibition is scheduled for Thurs-
day, Jan. 15, from 5:30 — 7:30
p-m., at Cabot School. Stu-
dents will present their work.
On display during the evening,
starting at 5:30 p.m., will be: sci-
ence room: Future Evolutions -
class’s timeline, Waters of the Win-
ooski - topographical map of water-
sheds; English room: How Things
Works - final projects, AP Language

and Composition essays; math
room: Geometry House presenta-
tions, Design Thinking games and
social studies room: video of Model
UN debate.

Also, formal presentations at
5:30 in the shop p.m., engineer-
ing presentations; 6:25 p.m., in
CSPAC, filmmaking film premieres
of “Mourning of Silence” (horror),
“How to Carry the Light Home”
(drama) and 6:45 p.m., in CSPAC,
high school band performance.

Important Annual Notice Regarding Herbicide Use in the Maintenance of Electric Utility Rights-of-Way

utility system are treated.

The Vermont Public Utility Commission has set forth rules under PUC Rule 3.600 ' pertaining to the use of herbicides in the
maintenance of electric utility rights-of-way (ROW). Each spring, herbicide applications may begin on or after April 1st. These rules
afford you important rights and duties. Vermont electric utilities maintain electric line rights-of-way with several methods, including
the selective use of herbicides on trees and brush. They also encourage low-growing shrubs and trees which will crowd tall-growing
species and, thus, minimize the use of herbicides. Methods of herbicide applications may include stump, stem injection, basal, soil,
and foliar. Only electric utility rights-of-way that have tall-growing tree species with the potential of threatening the electric

If you reside on or own property in Vermont within 1000’ of an electric utility right-of-way:

scheduled herbicide application.

1. Sign up to receive written notification from your local electric utility of plans to apply herbicide on any ROW within 1000’
of your property or the property where you reside. Check nearby poles for tags identifying the utility and/or pole number,
complete the form below and submit it to your local electric utility by mail before February 15", 2026 to be added to the
notification list. If determined to be qualified, you will receive notification from the utility at least 30 days prior to

2. You are responsible to make your local electric utility aware of the location of any potentially affected water supply, and
of any other environmentally sensitive area where herbicide application ought to be avoided.

3. Watch and listen for public service announcements in newspapers and radio ads noting upcoming herbicide applications.

4. Check with your local electric utility regarding the vegetation management cycle near your particular line.

5. You have the right to request, in writing, that the utility refrain from applying herbicides in the process of clearing the right-
of-way, and the utility may offer alternatives such as herbicide stump treatment or herbicide stem injections.

6. You have the right to refuse, in writing, the use of herbicides whatsoever at no cost to you if the type of lines in the right-
of-way are distribution lines, bringing electric service directly to individual customers.

7. You have the right to refuse, in writing, the use of herbicides whatsoever by paying a $30 administration fee if the type of
lines in the right-of-way are transmission lines or sub-transmission lines, bringing electricity to or between substations.

For more details, or to ask additional questions, please contact your local electric utility, or one of the following:

(leave blank for local electric co. mailing
address and phone)

Agency of Agriculture
Public Health & Ag. Resource Mgmt
116 State St., Montpelier, VT 05602
1-802-828-2431

Department of Public Service
Consumer Affairs & Public Information
112 State St., Montpelier, VT 05620
1-800-622-4496

Barbara Lightfoot Woodward

GREENSBORO - Barbara
Lightfoot Woodward died peaceful-
ly in her home in Greensboro, De-
cember 9. She was 96 years old.

Barbara is predeceased by her
husband, Tom Woodward Jr., mar-
ried for 72 years, and survived by
her children, Emilie, Tom III, Edie
(Martie), grandson Tom, grand-
daughter-in-law Sara, great-grand-
son Miles, many dear extended
family and friends and beloved cat,
Bebe.

Barbara was born in Atlantic
City, N.J., April 18, 1929, and at-
tended Bryn Mawr College, where
she met Tom, attending Haverford
College, in 1950. The couple fell
in love and married the day after
Tom’s graduation in 1952.

Barbara’s career began in her
twenties as a salesclerk at Scribner
Book Store in New York. During
Tom’s graduate studies she worked
at Planned Parenthood in Cam-
bridge, Mass., and also as a sec-
retary in the education and En-
glish departments at Harvard
University.

Barbara also taught students
with disabilities at the Devereux
School in Devon, Pa., and was a
preschool and fourth grade teach-
er for several years. She devoted
20 years of her career as the direc-
tor of college guidance at the Agnes
Irwin School in Rosemont, Pa.,
during which time she published
numerous papers and articles on
education for young women. After
dedicating her career to others for
decades, Barbara and Tom retired
in Greensboro in 1992.

During retirement, Barba-
ra volunteered for the Craftsbury
Chamber Players for 10 years. She
also served on the board of trust-
ees of the Greensboro Free Library

Barbara Lightfoot Woodard

and volunteered at the Greensboro
Historical Society. Barbara and
Tom had the great fortune to travel
to warm places in the winter.

Barbara will be remembered
for her cheery, outgoing nature,
and kindness, strength and resil-
ience. She relished sitting by the
fire, immersing herself in a good
book, and watching the sun set
over the lake with Tom. And she
loved her sherry.

The family wishes to extend
deep gratitude to all of the many
caregivers who loved Barbara
as they helped her stay safe and
healthy in her home to her final
days, as she wished.

Services will take place at
the Greensboro United Church of
Christ at 165 Wilson St., Greens-
boro, Saturday, Aug. 1, at 10
a.m. Gifts in Barbara’s memo-
ry may be sent to the Greensboro
Free Library at 51 East Crafts-
bury Road, Greensboro, VT 05841,
or the St. John the Baptist Episco-
pal Church at 39 West Church St.,
Hardwick, VT 05843.

Enjoy furnished third floor bedroom in spacious in-town
home shared with welcoming family. Shared BA. No
smoking. Hypoallergenic dog considered, no other pets.
$600-plus utilities.

(802) 863-5625 or HomeShareVermont.org for applica-
tion. Interview, references, background checks required.

EHO

Based on the information above, if you believe you qualify to be notified in advance of pending herbicide applications
in the rights-of-way, mail the request below to your local electric company before February 15", 2026.

Resident/Property Owner Request to be Added to Herbicide Treatment Notification Mailing List

Name

Town/City of Affected Property

Street Address

Home Phone Number

Town

Work Phone Number

State Zip Code

O.K. to use work number? Yes No
(circle one)

Electric Utility Account Number

Best time to contact you

Affected Property: Year-Round Residence Summer Residence Commercial Property Water Supply Organic Farm Land
Other
(Circle all that apply)

Line/Pole Identification:
Utility Initials

Pole Numbers

Please fill out this request completely to help us determine if you qualify for herbicide treatment notification.
MAIL THIS REQUEST TO YOUR LOCAL ELECTRIC UTILITY AT THE ADDRESS LISTED ABOVE BEFORE FEBRUARY 15™, 2026

Large furnished bedroom and
private half bath available in
spacious 1800s farmhouse.
Plant enthusiast seeking a winter
season housemate interested in sharing occasional compan-
ionship and shared meals as mutually desired. $500/mo. plus
$50 utilities in winter months, no smoking, pets considered.
B802-863-5625 or HomeShareVermont.org for application. In-
terview, references, background checks required. EHO
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New England Journalism
scholarships now open

WOBURN, Mass. — Applica-
tions are now being accepted for
the 2026 New England Journal-
ism Scholarship Program, offer-
ing scholarships of up to $2,000
to outstanding student journal-
ists across the region from the
Journalism Education Founda-
tion of New England (JEFNE).

Administered by the New
England Newspaper and Press
Association, this annual pro-
gram supports up to ten stu-
dents who are committed to pur-
suing a career in journalism or a
related field. The program also
includes the prestigious Mac-
Gregor Fiske Award, present-
ed each year to an exceptional
student journalist who demon-
strates great promise in the pro-
fession. Eligible applicants in-
clude high school seniors and un-
dergraduate students who are
residents of Connecticut, Maine,
Massachusetts, New Hamp-
shire, Rhode Island or Vermont.
Applicants will be required to
submit a cover letter, transcript,
résumé or biography, letter of
recommendation and a portfo-
lio of at least three published or
class-produced journalism piec-
es. Full application details and
links are available on the NENPA
website.

Tobe considered, a completed

application must be submitted
by March 27.

Qualifications for JEFNE
scholarships include: must be
a resident of New England; ap-
plicants may attend a college or
university outside New England:
residency determines eligibili-
ty, not school location; must be a
high school senior or undergrad-
uate college student planning to
attend college in Fall 2026, study-
ing journalism or a related field.
Graduate students are currently
not accepted; must have a GPA of
3.0 or higher; must demonstrate
a strong interest in a journalism
career by submitting cover letter,
transcript, résumé or biography,
letter of recommendation; must
submit a minimum of three piec-
es of published or class-produced
journalistic work.

Applicants  will  receive
an email confirming receipt of
the application and instruc-

tions for submitting the rest
of the required documents.
For any questions or more infor-
mation, contact students@nenpa.
com. Journalism Scholarship
Program information at nenpa.
com/scholarships/. Journalism
scholarship application at nenpa.
com/scholarship-application/

The Hardwick Gazette is a
member of NENPA.

Mrs. Wheeler’s second-grade students (from left) Lily Smith and Orchid Dyer,
take a moment to thank these beautiful gentle giants for a horse-drawn wagon
ride through Hardwick, December 17. The event was sponsored and funded
by the Friends of HES PTO.

photo by Lisa Stinson

Emma Rowell, A recent graduate of Hazen Union High School and a Greens-
boro native, receives a certificate recognizing her as a finalist for the 2026
John Lewis Youth Leadership Award from Vermont Secretary of State Sarah
Copeland Hanzas on Monday, January 12, in the Vermont Statehouse. The
national honor recognizes young leaders under the age of 25 who demon-
strate exceptional leadership, a commitment to social justice and a dedication

to improving their communities.

photo by Heather Lumsden

Emma Rowell finalist
for youth leader award

by Paul Fixx

MONTPELIER - Vermont
Secretary of State Sarah Copeland
Hanzas recognized Greensboro na-
tive Emma Rowell as a finalist for
the 2026 John Lewis Youth Leader-
ship Award at the Vermont State-
house on Monday.

The national honor recognizes
young leaders under the age of 25
who demonstrate exceptional lead-
ership, a commitment to social jus-
tice and a dedication to improving
their communities.

The John Lewis Youth Lead-
ership Award is presented by sec-
retaries of state across the country
through the National Association
of Secretaries of State. The award
honors the legacy of the late Con-
gressman John Lewis, whose cour-
age during the civil rights move-
ment and lifelong commitment to
public service continue to inspire
generations of Americans.

Rowell graduated from Hazen
Union High School last year and
is currently pursuing her college
education through Southern New
Hampshire University.

While pursuing her studies,
she serves her community as a 911
dispatcher for the Lamoille Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department, a role that
places her on the front lines of pub-
lic safety and emergency response.

A dedicated member of 4-H
for the past nine years, Rowell
made a lasting impact in her home-
town by reestablishing a 4-H club
in Greensboro after more than 45
years without one.

Her leadership has also been
recognized at the state and nation-
al levels. In 2024, Rowell was se-
lected as one of four Vermont 4-H
representatives to attend the Na-
tional 4-H Conference in Washing-
ton, D.C. During the conference,
she gave a presentation on the topic
“Supporting Connectedness as a
Protective Factor” during a round-
table discussion for the Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration.

In 2025, Rowell led her local
4-H club in securing American
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding
to create an inclusive, safe and
sustainable community gathering
space in Greensboro. Serving as a
key youth leader, she guided the
project from planning through im-
plementation, helping to enhance
the town’s outdoor environment
while supporting local business-
es and performers impacted by the
pandemic. The sheltered, year-
round space is expected to foster
community connection, provide
opportunities for live performanc-
es and strengthen the resilience of
local public spaces.
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High schoolers spark curiosity in younger science learners

by Lisa Stinson

Hardwick Elementary sixth grade students (from
left) Caleb Camley (left) and Estella Foster (right)
record their observations during a science unit on
states of matter, December 18, 2025. Hazen Union
11th-grader Chloey Camley (center) prompts critical
thinking as she teaches the class.

photo by Lisa Stinson

HARDWICK - Only blocks apart, two local
schools are even closer this year as they collabo-
rate on science education. High school students
enrolled in Hazen Union’s Science Enrichment
class are learning to see science through the
eyes of kindergarteners and sixth graders by
planning and teaching lessons to students at
Hardwick Elementary School.

Over the past few months, lessons on chem-
ical reactions, air pressure, buoyancy, sound
and vibration, and states of matter have en-
gaged younger learners while challenging older
students to think more deeply.

Drawing from Next Generation Science
Standards, Vermont’s adopted science education

Hardwick Elementary School kindergartener JJoshua
Camley Jr. (right) feels the vibrations of a tuning fork
as Hazen Union student Kolbey Rich describes the
properties of sound waves, December 18, 2025.
photo by Lisa Stinson

WHERE ELSE ?ifss

Hardwick Elementary kindergarteners (from left)
Kolton Patten, Lily Beer and Harper Clark wait to
see ifthere will be a chemical reaction between the
two mystery liquids Hazen Union 10th grader Kayla
Raitanen (with arm outstretched) mixes together,

December 11, 2025, photo by Lisa Stinson

framework, students like 11th-grader Cloey
Camley research core ideas that will appeal to
the targeted grade level. “When I decide what
to teach, it generally depends on what I am in-
terested in teaching. Because if I am not inter-
ested in teaching the topic, then the students
won’t be interested. Mr. Considine helps us fig-
ure out what the standard for our topic is and
how we can explain it at a sixth-grade level,”
Camley said.

As lessons progress, moments when teach-
ing leads to understanding have been the most
exciting. Tenth grader Kayla Raitanen has been
impressed with the kindergarteners’ curiosi-
ty and critical thinking. “With the chemical re-
action lesson, students were engaged in what
I was doing and whether something would ex-
plode or not. At one point, during the experi-
ment, I heard a little girl say, “This one is cloudy;
maybe that’s the reaction.”

Camley takes her cues from the classroom
atmosphere. “Generally, after we explain some-
thing, we will ask a question to check for their
understanding, and that’s generally when you
can see their mood change. Usually, if they are
happy/excited, they understand it or at least
think they understand it, and if they seem to be
questioning their answer, they probably aren’t
confident in their answer.”

Of course, as any teacher would attest, not
everything goes as planned in the classroom.
Sometimes lessons run too long or too short,
and Hazen’s student teachers must adjust on
the fly. “When we don’t have enough to do, we
improvise, ask more questions, or explain more

Willthe solution fizz, expand, turn color? Kindergart-
ner Raiden Herbert (r) and Hazen Union 10th-grade
student Willow Dyer (I) work together in a chemical
reaction lab as part of a collaborative science unit
between the two schools, December 11, 2025.
photo by Lisa Stinson

to gauge an understanding from the students,”
Camley commented.

While the excitement of a bubbling test
tube or molecules in motion can kindle enthu-
siasm, the most powerful moments come from
students learning together.

By stepping into the role of teacher, Hazen
students are reinforcing their own understand-
ing of science while helping younger learners
gain confidence in asking questions and mak-
ing observations.

For some, the experience has revealed an
unexpected interest in teaching. “This expe-
rience taught me that the same topic can be
taught in so many different ways for different
ages and made me realize that I like teaching
on a smaller scale,” said Camley.

Both schools hope to continue the program,
underscoring the value of peer-led learning in
science education.

Sixth-grade students (fromleft) Gracie Cruichshank,
Brantley Gouin and Colton Daigneault learn about
the properties of air pressure on December 11,
2025, with Hazen Union School science teacher

Marc Considine. photo by Lisa Stinson
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o Where else would the public get the very complete coverage of the candidates for local
and state offices such as appeared in this week’s issue?

» Where else would there be coverage of the exciting news that Habitat for Humanity will
be building two housing units in Greensboro Bend?

o Where else was there coverage of the beautiful mural recently unveiled in the Bend?

o Where else has there been unbiased coverage of the critical issues such as the future of the
Lakeview School or discussion of the proposed use of Town Hall?

o Where else do you find such complete coverage of events at the Highland Arts Center?

» Where else do you find such complete coverage of Hardwick sports and local teams?

Remember the value received and how an investment by
you will make the service even better. As a 501(c)(3), all
donations in support of this valuable resource are tax de-
ductible. Your support, through a donation, will help us
fill the vacuum in local news and the continuation and ex-
pansion of full and unbiased information about the things
that directly impact your lives. Please consider giving your
support to the Gazette and its hard-working staff.

hardwickgazette.org
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The Laddies, cons:stlng of (from left) Rick Atkinson, Bob Barrett and Bob
Sassaman and Tom Wales, will lead a singalong on January 18 in Adamant.

courtesy photo

Singalong, Jan. 18 in Adamant

ADAMANT - A singalong of
1960s and ’70s favorites led by The
Laddies will be the free event at
the Adamant Community Club’s
Winter Sunday series on Sunday,
Jan. 18, at 3 p.m.

The central Vermont-based
group The Laddies consist of Bob
Sassaman and Tom Wales on guitar,
Bob Barrett on ukulele, and Rich
Atkinson on piano and concertina.
The singalong audience can expect
to hear Beatles tunes and classics

Craven’s film, “Lost

Nation” screens

Jan. 16

HARDWICK - Jay Craven’s
newest film, “Lost Nation,” will
screen at 7 p.m., Friday, Jan.
16, at the Jeudevine Memorial
Library. Craven will appear at the
screening for post-film questions.

“Lost Nation” is a Revolu-
tionary War-era action drama
set in the early Republic of
Vermont, stars Irish actor Kevin
Ryan (“Copper,” Harry Wild”)
as Vermont founding father and
rebel schemer, Ethan Allen,
who leads resistance to New
Yorker land claims, launches an
ill-fated attack on British forces
in Montreal and leads invasions
by his Green Mountain Boys into
Yorker strongholds of Guilford
and Brattleboro.

Lost Nation was shot at 52
Vermont and Massachusetts loca-
tions and includes 43 speaking

characters, including Vermonters
Ira Allen, Seth Warner, Gideon

Brownson, Thomas Chittenden
and founding fathers Alexander
Hamilton, George Washington

and Samuel Adams (played by
his direct descendent, Samuel
Adams).

This film screening event
will be held in the Parker Ladd
Community Room of the Jeudevine
Memorial Library, located at
93 N. Main Street. This is not a
library-sponsored event. For more
information and tickets go to
kcppresents.org.

like “Mustang Sally” and “Wooly
Bully.”

Quest! Auditions through Jan. 24

CABOT - Cabot Community
Theater is seeking performers
for its May 7-10 performance of
“Quest!” Adults, teens and children
are needed for parts of all sizes.
The play has lots of lead roles,
including wizards, elves, demigods
and assorted heroes, as well as
smaller parts and ensemble roles
with no solo lines. Casting will be
flexible in terms of age and gender.
Everyone is welcome to audition.

Auditions will be held in the
Cabot School Performing Arts
Center, 25 Common Road, on
Sunday, Jan. 18, 1-4 p.m.; Tuesday,
Jan. 20, 7-8:30 p.m.; and Saturday,
Jan. 24, 1-4 p.m.

Sign up for one 45-minute

slot at tinyurl.com/Questauditions
Younger children who are only
interested in a very small or
non-speaking role should sign up
for one of the designated slots at
1-1:45 p.m., where they will do
some theater activities but not
have to read from a script.

A list of roles and a link to the
script will be sent to everyone who
signs up to audition. Rehearsals
will be weekend days and Tuesday
evenings, February through April,
with most people rehearsing once
a week; the schedule will be deter-
mined after casting.

For questions or
further information,
email info@cct.aroundvt.org

Admission is free. The series The
will continue each Sunday through Hardw H ck PEOPLE
March 1. For more information, G azette SERVING
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Young Concert Artists on Tour, including (from left) Oliver Neubauer, Lisa
Hokomura, Bennett Tsai, James Baik and Toby Appel will perform Sunday,

Jan. 25, 3 p.m. at South Church Hall, St.Johnsbury.
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String Quintet to perform Jan. 25

ST. JOHNSBURY - Young
Concert Artists on Tour will appear
on Sunday, Jan. 25, 3 p.m. at
South Church Hall, St.Johnsbury,
presented by the Northeast
Kingdom Classical Series.

The ensemble, viola, two
violins and two cellos, includes four
young, prize-winning musicians
and their seasoned master artist.
The concert will include works of

Elizando and Dohnanyi that high-
light different combinations of the
instruments, and they all come
together for Schubert’s “C Major
Quintet,” one of chamber music’s
masterworks.

Tickets are available at the
door or online, with a special rate
for those on a budget. For more
ticket and program information,
visit nekclassicalseries.org.

Craven’s film, “Lost Nation” screen Jan. 16

HARDWICK - Jay Craven’s
newest film, “Lost Nation,” will
screen at 7 p.m., Friday, Jan. 16, at
the Jeudevine Memorial Library.
Craven will appear at the screening
for post-film questions.

“Lost Nation” is a Revolutionary
War-era action drama set in the early
Republic of Vermont, stars Irish actor
Kevin Ryan (“Copper,” Harry Wild”)
as Vermont founding father and rebel
schemer, Ethan Allen, who leads
resistance to New Yorker land claims,
launches an ill-fated attack on British
forces in Montreal and leads inva-

uy oe item,
get another FREE!

EXCLUDES SPECIALLY MARKED ITEMS
and winter gear

Angel Outfitters
Thrift Shop

United Church of Hardwick
South Main Street
, Hardwick ¢ (802) 472-6800
New Hours: Thurs., 11-2;
Fri., 2-7; Sat., 10-3

sions by his Green Mountain Boys
into Yorker strongholds of Guilford
and Brattleboro.

Lost Nation was shot at 52
Vermont and Massachusetts loca-
tions and includes 43 speaking
characters, including Vermonters
Ira Allen, Seth Warner, Gideon

Brownson, Thomas Chittenden
and founding fathers Alexander
Hamilton, George Washington

and Samuel Adams (played by his
direct descendent, Samuel Adams).
This film screening event will be
held in the Parker Ladd Community
Room of the Jeudevine Memorial
Library, located at 93 N. Main
Street. This is not a library-spon-
sored event. For more information
and tickets go to keppresents.org.

The
Hardwick Gazette
~ Since 1889 ~

Neuws,
Opinion,
Entertainment,

Sports
& More!

JOURNALISM
= EDUCATION
' FOUNDATION

pursuing a career in journalism.

ATTENTION ASPIRING
New England Journalists!

Up to $2,000 scholarships available to
high school seniors and college students

More Info: nenpa.com
students@nenpa.com
Deadline: March 27, 2026

Farmers Night Series presents
Bob Wagner and Friends

MONTPELIER - The 2026
Farmers Night Weekly Concert
Series begins on Wednesday, Jan.
21, 7:30 p.m., with Bob Wagner &
Friends.

Burlington-based  musician
Bob Wagner is known for his guitar
work, vocals and songwriting. His
collaborations bring together a
cast of musicians. Joining him at
Farmers Night will be the Josh
Weinstein on bass, and vocals, and
Dan Ryan on drums.

Wagner’s longtime collabo-
ration with Vermont singer-song-
writer Kat Wright has seen him tour
the country, performing at venues
such as the Ryman Auditorium in
Nashville, Webster Hall in New
York City, NPR’s Mountain Stage
and the Montreal Jazz Fest. In 2025
Wagner began touring with Phish
bassist Mike Gordon’s solo project,
performing at the Joy Theater
during Jazz Fest in New Orleans.
Wagner is also known for orga-
nizing and leading benefit concerts
in the Burlington area, and serves
as bandleader for the Hug Your
Farmer music series.

The Farmers Night Concert
Series is a longstanding State

Bob Wagner

House tradition which goes back
over 100 years to a time when
lawmakers entertained themselves
in the House Chamber mid-week
while away from home. Artists
from around the state, in genres
ranging from classical music to
bluegrass to spoken word, perform
in the well of the House Chamber
each Wednesday night at 7:30
during the legislative session. All
concerts are free and open to the
public.

Auditions for “Pippin,” Jan. 17-18

HYDE PARK - Lamoille
County Players will hold auditions
for “Pippin,” directed by Shannon
Sanborn, on January 17 and 18,
1 p.m., at the Hyde Park Opera
House. Performance dates will be

April 17-19 and 24-26. If interested
in auditioning, visit Icplayers.
com for more information. Audi-
tioners may attend either audition
date and do not need to sign up in
advance.

- Wedding And
Party Planner

Presenting professionals whose products and services
will assist in creating your special celebration!

AMY'S
Artistic Floral
AMY TALLMAN, owner/designer
178 Scott Road, Hardwick
(802) 472-8354 * (802) 595-3751
amysartisticfloral@yahoo.com

/.

Wedding Policy
The Hardwick Gazette provides
space for engagements and
wedding news as a free service.

Wedding announcements and
photos should be received by
our office within two months of
the ceremony.

Photographs supplied will be
returned when accompanied by
a SASE.

Use of engagement and wedding
information, as well as accom-
panying photographs, is at the
discretion of the editors.

For information about advertising in the
Wedding & Party Planner
call The Hardwick Gazette at 472-6527!
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EVENTS

Wednesday, January 14

HOMESCHOOL UKULELE
CLASS for beginners, 11 a.m. for
ages 7 and up. Borrow one from
the library or bring your own. Sign
up required: jeudevineyouthlibrari-
an@hardwickvt.gov or (802) 472-
5948.

DEATH CAFE, 6 p.m., Albany Pub-
lic Library, 830 Main St., Albany. In-
formal conversation. Refreshments
provided.

Thursday, January 15

STUDENT PROJECT EXHIBI-
TION, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., Cabot
High School. Students will present
their work.

CATCHING UP ON CLIMATE
CHANGE, with meteorologist Rog-
er Hill, 6:30 p.m., Jaquith Public
Library, Marshfield. Information:
jaquithpubliclibrary.org or (802)
426-3581.

Saturday, January 17

ALBANY LIBRARY WRITING
GROUP, 2 - 4 p.m., Albany Public
Library, 830 Main St. Information:
(802) 755-6107, albanypublicli-
braryvt.org.

FIBER ARTS CLUB, 10 a.m.,
Woodbury Community Library.

Sunday, January 18

ANNUAL GROUP ART SHOW
Opening Reception, 2 p.m., Jaquith
Public Library. Information: jaquith-
publiclibrary.org or (802) 426-3581.
QUEST! AUDITIONS, 1 to 4 p.m.,
Cabot School Performing Arts Cen-
ter, 256 Common Road. Casting kids
and adults for Cabot Community
Theater’s spring play. Sign up at
https://tinyurl.com/questauditions.

Questions: info@cct.aroundvt.org.

Tuesday, January 20
KIDS’ CHORUS, 3 p.m., Jeudevine
Memorial Library, Hardwick, for

ages 9 and up. Information: jeude-
vineyouthlibrarian@hardwickvt.
gov or (802) 472-5948.

QUEST! AUDITIONS, 7 to 8:30
p.m., Cabot School Performing
Arts Center, 25 Common Road.
Casting kids and adults for Cabot
Community Theater’s spring play.
Sign up at https://tinyurl.com/ques-
tauditions. Questions: info@cct.
aroundvt.org.

Wednesday, January 21

HOMESCHOOL UKULELE
CLASS for Beginners, 11 a.m.,
Jeudevine Memorial Library, Hard-
wick, for ages 7 and up. Informa-
tion: jeudevineyouthlibrarian@
hardwickvt.gov or (802) 472-5948.
BAKING CLUB, 3 p.m., Jeude-
vine Memorial Library, Hardwick,
for ages 10 and up. Information:
jeudevineyouthlibrarian@hard-

wickvt.gov or (802) 472-5948.

Saturday, January 24

QUEST! AUDITIONS, 1 to 4 p.m,,
Cabot School Performing Arts Cen-
ter, 25 Common Road. Casting kids
and adults for Cabot Community
Theater’s spring play. Sign up at
https://tinyurl.com/questauditions.

Questions: info@cct.aroundvt.org.
BUFFALO MOUNTAIN Town For-
est Expansion proposal presen-

tation, 2 to 4 p.m., Parker Ladd
Room, Jeudevine Library, N. Main
St., Hardwick. Refreshments
served. Sponsored by the Hard-
wick Conservation Commission.
Information: Rachel Kane at (802)
472-5512.

Sunday, January 25

WINTER FARMERS MARKET, 10
a.m. to 1 p.m., Hazen Union School
gymnasium.

SUNDAY AFTERNOON POET-
RY, 2 p.m., Jaquith Public Library,
Marshfield. Hosted by the Po-
etry Society of Vermont and the
Jaquith Library, featuring Scudder
Parker and Judith Janoo. Infor-
mation: jaquithpubliclibrary.org or

(802) 426-3581.

Ongoing Events

ARTHRITIS RELIEF EXERCISE
CLASS, Thursdays, 10 a.m., Com-
munity Center, Hardwick. Spon-
sored by the NEK Council on Ag-
ing. Information: Sara at Shbehrs-
ing@gmail.com.

PICKLEBALL, Sundays, Hardwick
Elementary School gym. Begin-
ners group starts at 11 a.m. Inter-
mediate and above, noon to 2 p.m.
Information: Sara at Shbehrsing@
gmail.com.

CHESS CLUB MEETS, on select
Mondays, 2:45 to 4 p.m., Crafts-
bury School, Minden Art Room.

Join advisor Andras Hadik-Bar-
koczy in preparing for the Vermont
State Chess Tournament on March
28.

KIDS’ CHORUS, Tuesdays, 3 p.m.,
Jeudevine Library, Hardwick. For
ages 8 and up. Vocal warm-ups,
musical games and group singing.
Information: jeudevine youthlibrar-
ian@hardwickvt.gov or (802) 472-
5948.

PLAINFIELD FARMERS MARKET,
4 to 7 p.m., Fridays,13 Mill St. Food
and craft vendors, baked goods,
fruits and veggies and more.
HARDWICK PEACE (& Cease-
fire) VIGIL, Thursdays, 2 - 3 p.m.,
Hardwick Peace Park, S. Main St.,

See EVENTS, Next Page

USINESS

Country Floors

F- &
fainfierd, )

Mon. - Fri., 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sat., 9 a.m. - noon

“Quality You Can Stand On”
454-7301, Hollister Hill,

Self-serve ¢ Open daily 6 a.m. - 11

plml
Drop-off service available,

Plainfield call Derek, (802) 793-7388
. J
4 R - I

s%a 0 %

LICENSED & INSURED
HOLMES PLUMBING
Glenside St., RFD 1, Hardwick, VT

05843
Josh Holmes ¢ 472-6228

* Dumpster
rental

* Excavation

* Landscaping

* Stump
Grinding

PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE
(@)

802.793.7388

HARDWICK VERMONT

dwrichardson1999@gmail.com

e
The Village Restaurant
Home Cooking at Its Best
74 South Main St., Hardwick

(802) 472-5701
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Septic Tank Pumping + Line Jetting & Thawing
Water Treatment = Pump Sales & Service

Aggregate- Graval & Stone Preducts
Pond Aeration

24{7 Emergency Service

130 NORTHGATE FLAZA, SLITE 2 MORRISVILLE

H02.6088.5722 | MANCSH.COM

\_ Daily, 6 a.m. to 3 p.m. J

% ~
J [
I PENSKE I

Truck Fental
RELOCATING?

* household * commercial
CALL KASEY

(802) 223-5434
LOCAL PEMSKE AGENT
\_ =9 YEARS MOVING EXPERIENCE

( )

Septic. Tank Pumping # Line.Jakting & Thawing
Camera Inspection » Hydro-Vac Services
Catch Bagin Claaning « Lift Statien Maintanance
24T Emergency Service

120 HORTHC E FLAZA. SUITE 2 MORRISVILLE

pilik] L5722 | MANOSH.COM

Let the Sunshine Power You
RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL « ELECTRICAL
(802) 793-2211

jeff@sterlingmountainsolar.co
ﬂJeff Holmes, Master Electricia/®

2089 Laporte Road, Morrisville,
o J
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Hardwick. (beside the river).
MONTPELIER CONTRA DANCE,
8 - 11 p.m., Capital City Grange.
Newcomers lesson at 7:40 p.m.
First, third and fifth Saturdays.
Information: (802) 225-8921 or
cdu.tim@gmail.com

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE
practice group, every Thursday, 2
p.m., John Woodruff Simpson Me-
morial Library, 1972 East Crafts-
bury Road, Craftsbury. Informa-
tion: (802) 586-9692, jwsimpson-
memorial.org.

FRIENDS OF THE JEUDEVINE
LIBRARY, meets the third Tues-
day of every month, 5:15 p.m., at
the library, N. Main St., Hardwick.
OLD-TIME JAM SESSION, 6 to
8 p.m., JW. Simpson Library,
1972 East Craftsbury Road,
East Craftsbury. All ages and
abilitiesencouragedtoattend. Jam
sessions held on the first and
third Wednesdays of each month.
COMMUNITY DINNER, noon,
United Church of Hardwick,
S. Main St., Third and Fourth
Thursdays of the month. Call
Denise Carr at (802) 472-3134 to
reserve a meal. Take-Out or Eat-
In. Donations appreciated.
DUNGEONS AND DRAGONS
for Young Adventurers, first and
third Mondays, Craftsbury Public
Library, for children ages 8-13. Re-
serve a spot to play by contacting
director@craftsburypubliclibrary.org.
EARLY LITERACY STORY-
TIME, Craftsbury Public Library -
Tuesdays, 10 a.m. For children ages
0 - 5. Information: childrenslibrar-
ian@craftsburypubliclibrary.org  or
(802) 586-9683.

TAlI CHI CLASSES, Tuesdays,
Jeudevine Memorial Library
Parker Ladd Community Room,
Hardwick, 9:30 to 10:15 a.m.
Advanced Tai Chi, taught by
Norma Spaulding, 10:30 a.m.
to 11:30 a.m. Tai Chi for Fall
Prevention, taught by Norma
Spaulding. Information:

Norma Spaulding, (802) 472-8724,
nspauld@gmail.com.

TAI CHI CLASSES, Church of
Christ, Greensboro. Thursdays,
9:30 - 10:15 a.m. Advanced Tai
Chi taught by Norma Spaulding.
10:30 a.m. to 11:30. Tai Chi for Fall

Prevention, taught by Norma
Spaulding and Paul
Fixx. Information: Norma
Spaulding, (802) 472-8724,

nspauld@gmail.com and Paul Fixx
(802) 441-4599, pfixx@pfixx.net.
MAGIC ON TUESDAY. A group of
youngpeoplegettogetheratThe Civic
Standard, S. Main St.,
Hardwick, to play Magic: the
Gathering, hosted by Dean Burns,
Games begin at 5 p.m. and new
players are always welcome.
PARENTING GROUP, on
Wednesdays, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.,
Jaquith PublicLibrary. Caregivers can
relax and connect with each oth-
ers while their babies play. Geared
for babies 0-18 months. Siblings
invited. 122 School St., Marshfield.
Information:  jaquithpubliclibrary@
gmail.com, call (802) 426-3581 or
visit jaquithpubliclibrary.org.
COMMUNITY SUPPER, Wednesdays,
5:30p.m.,TheCivicStandard,S.MainSt.,
Hardwick.

STORYTIME, PLAYGROUP ON

FRIDAYS, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.,
Jaquith Public Library, 122 School St.,
Marshfield. Information: jaquithpubli-
clibrary@gmail.com, call (802) 426-
3581 or visit jaquithpubliclibrary.org.
MENDING CIRCLE MEETS, every
third Sunday, 3 to 5 p.m., the Civic
Standard, S. Main St., Hardwick.
Bring clothes in need of fixing. Ma-
terials, instruction and snacks will
be supplied.

HARDWICK HAIKU CLUB,
every first Thursday, 5:30 - 7 p.m.,
The Civic Standard, S. Main St.,
Hardwick. A time to read published
haiku, brainstorm some Vermont
kigo, or season words, and write
your own haiku. No previous writing
experience needed. Hosted by Mark
Scott.

TRIVIA NIGHT, at the Village
Restaurant, S. Main St.,, Hard-
wick, Thursdays, 6 - 8 p.m., unless
there is a home basketball game. A
limited menu of burgers and appetiz-
ers. Hosted by Annie Houston. First
come, first serve event, with room for
roughly 10 teams.

ALL HANDS TOGETHER, Com-
munity Crafting Group, Tuesdays,
4:30 to 6 p.m., Jaquith Public Li-
brary, 122 School St., Marshfield.
Information:  jaquithpubliclibrary@
gmail.com, call (802) 426-3581, or
jaquithpubliclibrary.org.

SPANISH CLUB, meets the second
Saturday of each month, 11:30 a.m.,
Woodbury Community Library.
FIBER ARTS, meets the third Sat-
urday of the month, 10 to 11 a.m.,
Woodbury Community Library.
MEDITATION at Craftsbury Com-
munity Care Center, the second and
fourth Fridays, 3. to 3:45 p.m., 1784
East Craftsbury Road, Craftsbury.
Offered by Nancy Milholland. Open
to all and sponsored by the Mental
Health Resource Group of Crafts-
bury.

CABOT COMMUNITY CONTRA
DANCE, second Fridays, through
June, 7 to 9:30 p.m., Cabot Town
Hall, 3084 Main St. All dances
taught, no partner needed. All wel-
come. Information: cabotdance@
aroundvt.org.

HARDWICK AREA QUILTERS, the
second and fourth Wednesday of the
month, 1 to 4 p.m, Jeudevine Memo-
rial Library, Hardwick. All levels are
welcome. Not a library sponsored
event.

HANG OUT ON THURSDAYS, at
the Civic Standard, S. Main St
Hardwick, 2:45 p.m. - 6. Relax,
make art, play games, get help with
homework, or just spend time with
friends. Facilitated by Hazen Union’s
Community School Coordinator
Vaiva Velzis, with support from The
Civic’s staff. Snacks provided. Infor-
mation: Vvelzis@ossu.org.
DUNGEONS & DRAGONS,
Tuesdays, 3:30 p.m. - 5. Cabot Pub-
lic Library. Ages 9 - 13. Mysteries
and magic, tails and talons, puzzles
and prophecies.

OUTDOOR STORY & ACTIVITY
TIME, with the Cabot Public Library,
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m. - 11:30,
Cabot Rec Field Pavilion. Join
Amanda Otto for stories, songs,
shacks, crafts, open play and special
programming.

AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM, Every
Tuesday, 3 p.m. - 5; Thursday, 10:30
a.m. Preschool Storytime; Friday,

10:30 a.m. Homeschool Program.
Greensboro Free Library. Informa-
tion: (802) 533-2531.

PILATES, at the Barn off the Com-
mon, Craftsbury Common. Mondays
(level 1), 9 a.m., Wednesdays (Mat
Level 2), 9 a.m.; Fridays (level 3), 9
a.m.

MENDING MONDAYS,
Craftsbury Public Library.
DANCE, Mondays and Thursdays,
5:30 p.m., Barn off the Common,
Craftsbury Common.

COMMFIT, 6 p.m., Craftsbury Out-
door Center.

QIGONG, Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m., at
the Barn off the Common, Craftsbury
Common.

CRAFTFIT, Tuesdays, 4:30 p.m.,
Thursdays, 4:30 p.m. and Satur-
days, 2:30 p.m. Craftsbury Outdoor
Center.

ALL LEVELS TAlJI, Tuesdays, 6
p.m. Fridays, Intermediate Taiji,
10:15 a.m., Barn off the Common,
Craftsbury Common.

CHAIR YOGA, Wednesdays, 9a.m.,
Traditional Yoga, 5 p.m., Craftsbury
Outdoor Center.

CRAFTSBURY HISTORICAL SO-
CIETY, open Wednesday and Satur-
day, 10 a.m. - noon.

FOOD SHARE, noon to 2 p.m., Unit-
ed Church of Craftsbury.
CRAFTSBURY FARMERS MAR-
KET, Saturdays, 10 a.m. -1 p.m, on
the Common.

LEGOS & LISTENING, 3:30 p.m.,
Craftsbury Public Library.

TAMING KNOTWEED, Thursdays
at 4:30 p.m. and Saturdays, 11 a.m.,

3 p.m,

Town Highway 19 across from Little
Hosmer Dam. Offered by the Crafts-
bury Conservation Commission.
Bring water, bug spray, gloves and
assorted clippers andshovels.
STORY TIME, Thursdays, 10:30
a.m. Books, songs, art activities and
more for ages 5 and under, Jeude-
vine Memorial Library, 93 N. Main
St. Information: jeudevineyouthli-
brarian@hardwickvt.gov, (802) 472-
5948.

CHAPTERS IN HISTORY BOOK
GROUP, second Saturday of the
month, 2 p.m., Sept. 13 through
Dec. 13, Jaquith Public Library, 122
School St., Marshfield. Information:
jaquithpubliclibrary@gmail.com, call
(802) 426-3581 or visit jaquithpubli-
clibrary.org.

ADAPTIVE BIKING MONDAYS on
the Lamoille Valley Rail Trail, 2 to 3
p.m. and 3:30 to 4:30 p.m., begin-
ning at the trailhead parking lot on
Creamery Rd. in Hardwick. Spon-
sored by Adaptive Sports Partners.
Reservations or information: kerry@
adaptivesportspartners.org or call
(802) 427-4116.

Exhibits

VICTORIA MATIESEN: Always
Looking. New landscape paintings,
through January 20, Parker Pie Gal-
lery, 161 County Road, West Glover.

To have your event listed free
in our weekly events calen-
dar, please e-mail: news@hard-
wickgazette.com.

TOWN OF CRAFTSURY IS HIRING

FULL-TIME ROAD CREW

Viait craftsbung. govirasources/amployment- application tor an apploateon,
Iob opening will start inthe fall

Compatitive Salory $25-328/Mowr & Boanefits = EQE,
Contect (302) SBE-2823 or crafisburypmail.com For mora infcameston.

>

)  Dead River

Propane * Heating Oil ¢ Diesel
Heating Equipment Installations
189 Railroad St., St. Johnsbury, VT
(802) 748-8934 or (800) 222-9276

Delivering On A Promise

Company

Get the free newsletter featuring notable news,
arts, sports and opinion. Sit back,
relax and catch up.
hardwickgazette.org

or help at
hardwickgazette.org/donate
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Lady Cats take over to

Hazen Union Varsity girls coach Randy Lumsden watches his team during
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play against Oxbow January 7. Team members from right include Assistant
Coach Sue Rivard and players Julia des Groseilliers, Ari Nichols, Ella Renaud,
Sadie Gann, Marina Smith and Kennidee Gouin.

by Ken Brown

NEWPORT - The
Union girls basketball
capped off an impressive run over
the holiday break with a statement
win over reigning Capital League
champs North Country.

Mya Lumsden and Kelsie
Rivard scored 17 points apiece to
lead Hazen to a 46-34 road win
over Division I North Country last
Friday. The Lady Cats took a seven-
point lead into the fourth quarter
and Lumsden doused any chance
of a Lady Falcon comeback with 11
points in the final eight minutes.
Addie Nelson led North Country
(6-2) with 15 points in what was
their second loss of the season after
falling to Lamoille on the road
two nights earlier. Rivard is on a
collision course with 1,000 career

Hazen
team

photo by Vanessa Fournier

points in just her junior season,
averaging nearly 23 points per game
for the Lady Cats. She has played on
the biggest of stages already in her
young career, but stepping on North
Country’s court was extra special for
the entire Rivard family. Her mother
Sue, who is an assistant coach on the
Lady Cat bench, held the all-time
scoring record at North Country
for 29 years before it was broken by
Sabine Brueck last February. Brueck
and the Lady Falcons have been the
bell of the ball in the Capital the last
three seasons, making it to three
straight division II state title games
and cutting down the nets in 2023.
Hazen announcing themselves with
astatement win as the new kid on the
block in the Capital in a ggmnasium
Rivard’s mother helped build, made
it that much more sweeter.

“I feel like we were a little
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"HARDWICK TRAILS
Open Ski
& Instruction

Saturdays ¢ 9am-12 noon
January 10 — February 14
(PENDING CONDITIONS — CHECK OUR WEBSITE OR FACEBOOK)

Plenty of loaner skis available!
: B .

hardwicktrails.com
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p spot in Division III
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n (rit) oos to ss as she’d-

fended by Kayleigh Davis (left) of Oxbow during action in Hardwick January
7. Inthe back is official Jordan Blais. The Wildcats beat the Olympians 64-52.

overlooked by everybody going
into the season and into a new
league. Peoples Academy is
up-and-coming, talented team
and coming off big divisional wins
over them and top seeded Oxbow,
then beating North Country on
this court, makes a big statement
for our team. It’s been really cool
hearing stories from people who
saw my mom’s career. It was
awesome playing on this court
and to see her announced as a
legendary  1,000-point  scorer
before the game,” said Rivard.

Rivard, Lumsden and the
Lady Cats have been on roll since
suffering their only loss of the
season to Division I powerhouse
CVU on December 16. The dynamic
duo has been on an absolute heater
ever since, leading the Lady Cats
to dominant wins over Thetford
Academy, Randolph, Enosburg,
Peoples Academy (PA), Oxbow
and now North Country. Rivard
has averaged 22 points per game
and Lumsden 14 over that span.
They have vaulted to the top of
the current Division III rankings
after a 54-24 dismantling of PA in
the 3rd Annual Winter Solstice at
the Barre Auditorium, followed by
a 64-52 win over an undefeated
Oxbow team. The lessons learned
in the loss to a CVU team that has
claimed two Division I state cham-
pionships the last four seasons
were invaluable to Rivard and her
talented squad.

“Going into their gym was
definitely intimidating. We had
been preparing for that game ever
since it was scheduled and we

photo by Vanessa Fournier

knew going in that it was going
to be a tough match-up. Even
thought it didn’t end in our favor,
it was a huge stepping stone for
our team and it showed us what
we need to work on to get better,”
said Rivard.

Hazen will look to make it
seven straight wins on Saturday as
they travel to take on a Randolph
team riding their own four-game
winning streak.

"

o

Hazen Union 9th-grader Eloise Fos-
ter (No. 5) turns the corner on Abby
Longto of Oxbow during play at Hazen
January 7. Hazen won 64-52.

photo by Vanessa Fournier
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Twinfield-Cabot boys finally make it home, pummel Blue Mountain
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Twinfield senior Eli Russell (center) soars to the hoop for two surrounded
by Blue Mountain players (from left) Conner Dailey (no. 51), Landon Houle
(No. 4) and Evan Farguharson (No.22) In the back is Sam McLane of Twin-

Tej Stewart (No. 2) of Twinfield-Cabot races past Blue Mountains Landon
Houle (No. 4) at Twinfield, January 8. Twinfield-Cabot outscored their op-
ponents 76-30. photo by Vanessa Fournier

field-Cabot. Twinfield-Cabot won the January 8 match 76-30.

by Ken Brown

MARSHFIELD - The Twin-
field-Cabot boys basketball team
returned home from a grueling six
game road stretch over the holiday
break to pummel Blue Mountain
last week, improving to 6-1.

Senior Tej Stewart poured
in 27 points to lead the Trojans to
a dominant 76-30 win over Blue
Mountain last Thursday in their
home opener. Fellow senior Eli
Russell buried a pair of threes on
his way to a 14-point night as Twin-
field-Cabot took a 39-12 lead into
the break and never looked back.
Zepherin Hebert added 10 points and
freshman Azeem Stewart chipped in
with nine in the win. Brody Scott led
the Bucks with 10 points as they fell
to 0-5.

“It was great to finally play in
front of Trojan Nation,” said head
coach Kris Bador. “We’re continuing
to work on a few wrinkles on both
ends of the court and will get ready
for a busy week against some tough
ball clubs,”

For a second straight season
Bador’s talented squad passed
several tests over the Holiday
Break, including an impressive
win over divisional powerhouse
Williamstown in the 3rd Annual

photo by Vanessa Fournier

Winter Solstice at the Barre Audi-
torium on January 2. Stewart and
Russell scored 13 points apiece and
Hebert and Sam McLane compli-
mented with nine apiece to help
down the Blue Devils 76-63. The
Trojans drained seven field goals
from long range and converted 15
free throws on the night to answer
any runs from a Williamstown
team that was a Division IV semi-
finalist last winter. Nick Mascitti
paced the Blue Devils with 18 and
Alex Clark added 14 in the loss.
The Trojans followed that up the
very next night with a hard-fought
56-46 road win over Division III
Enosburg. Russell led the way with
13 points and Sam Churchill and
Thomas Gouge provided the muscle
inside against a physical Hornet
team with nine points apiece.

The bounce-back wins were
much needed for the Trojans after
losing another heartbreaker to
crosstown rival Danville 52-48 to
end the year. Sebastian Eldred
punished Twinfield-Cabot with
21 points, 13 boards and Alijjah
Andrews added 18 tough points in
the paint. The defending Division
IV champs have handed Twin-
field-Cabot losses in five of their last
six meetings, including knockout
blows to their playoff runs the

aar s

Twinfield-Cabots Omar Miksic Knibb (No. 13) looks to the basket followed

by teammate Tej Stewart. Following the play are Connor Dailey (No. 51) and
Jamal Saibon (No. 23) of Blue Mountain. Twinfield-Cabot took the January

8 victory 76-30.

past two seasons. Bador’s Trojans
are currently ranked second in the
divisional standings behind unde-
feated West Rutland and will look
to continue to build momentum
for a highly anticipated rematch
against the Bears on their home
court at the end of the month.

“We survived a tough stretch of
games on the road to start the season
with a pair of back-to-backs and to
be sitting at 6-1, we’ll take it. We
were back in the lab all week to get

photo by Vanessa Fournier

ready for a tough Richford team that
showed how talented they can be by
knocking off Danville last week,” said
Bador.

Twinfield-Cabot  welcomed
Richford to town on Tuesday and
will stay at home for a Mountain
League clash against Division III
BFA-Fairfax on Thursday night.
The Trojans will wrap up a four
game homestand next Tuesday
against Northfield.
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Wildcats weather tough schedule with big road win

by Ken Brown

VERGENNES - The Hazen
boys basketball
bounced back from a heartbreaker
against division rival Thetford
Academy earlier in the week with
a big road win against Vergennes
over the past weekend to improve
to 4-2 on the season.

Jamison Lamarre scored a
game-high 23 points to lead the
Wildcats to a tough 65-60 road win
over Vergennes on Saturday. Hazen
and Lamarre (seven rebounds,
five assists) appeared to be on
cruise control early, taking a 40-28
advantage into the break.

The Commodores came
storming back to cut the lead to one
with eight minutes to play behind
seven second half threes.

Hazen hit their free throws
down the stretch to hold on for a
gutty road win as Sully Laflam
added 17 points and Ethan Gann
chipped in with 10 points and six
rebounds.

Union team

Theo Elzinga led Vergennes
with 18 in the loss, falling to
2-4 on the season. It was a big
bounce-back win for head coach
Aaron Hill and his veteran club,
coming off a gut wrenching 44-42
home loss to Thetford Academy on
Thursday.

Connor Sloop led the Panthers
with 12, including the game’s final
basket in the closing seconds.

Hazen led 42-40 with just over
four minutes to go and took the air
out of the ball for over two minutes
before Thetford turned them over
and tied the game at the other
end. Another Hazen turnover led
to Sloop’s game-winner and the
Wildcats couldn’t answer.

Lincoln Hill led the Wildcats
with 13 points and Lamarre added
nine. Xander Oshoniyi compli-
mented Sloop with 11 points as
they continued to have the Wildcats
number.

The Panthers have won four
out of the last six Division III state
championships, beating Hazen in

the title game the last two years.

“They’re a good program with
big physical players, but we just
didn’t show up ready to play. For
whatever reason theyve had our
number the last few years. As
disappointed as I was with how flat
we were Thursday, I was thrilled
with the energy we brought on the
road over the weekend against a
really good Vergennes program,”
said Hill.

Hill’'s team sits at 4-2 and
is positioned well in a rugged
Division III bracket after sweeping
Peoples Academy (PA) over the
holiday break. Lamarre punished
the Wolves with 24 points and 11
rebounds in a 66-53 win in the
3rd Annual Winter Solstice at the
Barre Auditorium on January 3.
Morgan Michaud was equally as
impressive for the Cats with 22
points, seven rebounds and four
assists. Hazen’s defense held the
high scoring Jack Lafayette to 16
points on the night as they fell to
3-4 on the season. The Wildcats

currently sit fourth in the current
Division III rankings and will have
a chance to officially announce
themselves as contenders this week
with pivotal matchups against
third ranked Enosburg and unde-
feated Randolph this week.

“I feel like we are starting to
figure things out rotation-wise and
I started to see some of the hard
work we’ve putting in pay off offen-
sively against Vergennes. It was
encouraging to see us starting to
get more comfortable with our roles
on the offensive end on Saturday.
Things ran smoother and I think
it will only improve as our under-
standing of the offense we want to
run improves as the season goes
on,” said Hill.

Hazen welcomes Enosburg
to the Cat Den on Thursday night
and will travel to Randolph on
Saturday. The Wildcats will stay
on the road for a match-up against
Lake Region next Tuesday. All
home games can be streamed live
on Hardwick Community Tele-
vision (hctv.us).

KEN BROWN'’S
HiGH ScHooL UPDATE

Twinfield-Cabot girls
still searching for first win

STOWE —The Twinfield-Cabot
girls basketball team couldn’t keep
up with Danville to start the week
before losing a defensive battle to
Stowe over the weekend, falling to
0-7 on the season.

An improved Stowe team
defended their home court with
a hard-fought 28-22 win over the
Lady Trojans last Friday. The Lady
Raiders improved to 2-4 on the
season.

Earlier in the week, Peyton
Winn drained five threes on
her way to a 19-point night to
power Danville to a 57-35 road
Myah Morgan added 18 as
the Lady Bears improved to 2-6.
Over the holiday break, Hannah
Spencer poured in a career-high 28
points to lead Williamstown to a
51-37 victory over Twinfield-Cabot
in the 3rd Annual Winter Solstice
at the Barre Auditorium. Chloe
North paced the Lady Trojans with
10 points and Finley Washburn
chipped in with nine. North has
been a bright spot for Twin-
field-Cabot, enjoying a breakout
junior campaign that included
18 points and five three-pointers
in a 45-37 loss to BFA-Fairfax on
December 30.

The Lady Trojans will looked
to get on track with a home tilt
against BFA-Fairfax on Monday
night. They welcome Williamstown
to town on Wednesday before
hitting the road for a match-up

win.

against Richford on Friday.

Personal bests
for Charger bowlers

CLAREMONT, NH - Junior
Kosmos Gletsos led the way for
the Craftsbury Academy (CA)
bowling team last weekend with
a career-high across the border at
Maple Lanes.

Gletsos bowled a personal
best 169 in his final game after a
slow start, taking his average for
the season up over 121. Senior
teammate Tucker Holcomb was the
most consistent, finishing his day
with a 141 after a solid 133 to open.
Senior Soren Stelma-Leonard
continued to improve in his first
season, posting games of 130 and
137.

To start the new year, the
Chargers lost a heartbreaker in
Bakers to White River Valley
at Sparetime in Colchester. The
Wildcats scratched out a 140-139
in the opening game in the first
round before pulling away for a 22
pin win to seal the match. Senior
Parker Holcomb led the way, rolling
a personal best 131 and junior Eva
Small’s 127 was her best game of
the season.

“Our athletes had a hard time
getting started but sowed up in the
Bakers. We inevitably lost a heart-
breaker in the tenth frame, and it
just wasn’t our match to win. We
continue to improve with personal
bests every week and I am so proud
of how far this team has come!”

said head coach Ashley Gravel.

In other news, St. Johnsbury
Academy won their first match of
the season over the weekend and
Randolph and Fair Haven continued
to roll, both claiming their fourth
wins of the year to remain at the
top of the team standings. Fair
Haven sophomore Aiden Goyette
bowled the first perfect game (300)

of the year in week-three and the
second perfect game in Vermont
high school bowling history to vault
him into the No. 6 spot in the indi-
vidual standings. Randolph soph-
omore Nathan Luciano continues
to pace the field with a 211 average.

The Chargers will be back in
action this Saturday at the Valley
Bowl in Randolph.
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ERIC HANSON’S

Craftsbury’s Ruth Krebs (119) follows Selma Nevin (71) of the University of
Colorado in the 10 km classic national championship race in Lake Placid.

Krebs is a first year student at Bowdoin College.

Skiers raise

money for warmth

CRAFTSBURY -  Over
100 skiers took to the trails
to raise money for Northeast
Kingdom Community Action’s
Warmth Fund, January 3, at
the Craftsbury Outdoor Center.
Kendal Bowen from Green
Mountain Valley School won the
women’s 5 km race in 16:34.

Local skiers included
Hannah Dreissigacker 3, Aemilia
Terrone 4, Anners Johnson 5,
Anna Cotterill 6, Gina Campoli
9, and Polly Allen 12.

For the men’s 5 km, Neal
Graves was first in 15:59 followed
by Jin Ramsay 3, Dean Roy 6, and
Kevin Nadzam 10.

photo by Eric Hanson

In the women’s 10 km event,
Hallie Grossman took the win in
33:55 with Susan Dunklee 3, Anya
Moriarity 4, Emily Dreissigacker
5, Phoebe Bakeman 8, Amalie
Pratt 14, and Elizabeth Mackenzie
15. Jake Hollenbach placed first in
the 10 km men’s race in 30:44.

Other local skiers included
Isaac Nadzam 5, Alex Howe 7,
Oakley Crawford 11, Travis Roy
14, Ethan Dreissigacker 22,
Christopher Gaupe 23, Soren
Wilkens 25, Cyrus Kidder 35,
Andrew Crawford 38, Alan
Moody 40, Matt Moody 43, James
Fredericks 45, Craig Taylor 47,
Bertrand Ganee 50, and Andrew
Ross 54. Over $3,000 was raised
for the Warmth Fund.

Craftsbury Ski Club (CSC) coaches Audrey Magnan and Raleigh Gossling (on
the right facing downhill) launch themselves down the ski wax testing lanes
to help prepare fast skis for CSC and Craftsbury Green Racing Project skiers
at U.S. Nationals, January 4-9.

photo by Eric Hanson.

SKI1 REPORT
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o

Craftsbury Green Racing Project skier Michaela Keller Miller (82) takes off
in the 10 km classic race at U.S Nationals in early January at Lake Placid’s

Mount Van Hovenberg.

Locals at U.S. Cross
Country Skiing
Championships

LAKE PLACID. N.Y. — Many
local skiers convened at the Mount
Van Hovenberg trail network
for the U.S. Cross Country Ski
Championships from January 4-9.
Craftsbury Ski Club juniors, college
level skiers, and Craftsbury Green
Racing Project (GRP) skiers joined
nearly 700 athletes from across the
U.S. and Canada.

GRPer Brian Bushey had some
of the top results with a 9th in the
10 km classic race and a 7th in the
20 km mass start skate race (4th
U.S. skier). John Schwinghamer
(GRP) had the fastest classic sprint
qualifier time but did not move out
of the quarterfinals in the heats.

Ruth Krebs from Craftsbury
and now a student at Bowdoin
College, made it to the top 30
U18-U20 skier grouping in the
skate sprint, won her quarterfinal
and semifinal, and placed 3rd
in the final. Ava Thurston from
Waterbury, Vt., and currently a
Dartmouth student had a 6th in
the 10 km classic race and 4ths in
the freestyle sprint, 20 km free-
style, and classic sprint races for an
impressive showing.

photo by Eric Hanson

Northern Vermont
High School Race
at Outdoor Center

CRAFTSBURY - On January
7, teams from BFA Fairfax, Stowe,
Peoples Academy, Lamoille Union,
St. Johnsbury, All Saints, Lake
Region, and Craftsbury Academy
(CA) tested their classic ski skills
in an afternoon of races at the
Craftsbury Outdoor Center.

Craftsbury’s Oakley Crawford
won the boys races in 18:44 followed
by Magnus Hayden (PA) and Max
Demaine (Lake Region). Oryon
Hart (CA) was 6th, Jin Ramsey
(PA) 25, Linden Urie (LR) 32, and
Eli Davis (LR) 33.

In the girls varsity race, St.
Johnbury’s Anya Moriarity placed
1st (21:19) followed by Aemelia
Terrone (CA) 2, Nora Demaine
(LR) 3, Kate Mackenzie (St. J)
10, Lila Bunten (CA) 12, and Lila
Mackenzie (St. J) 17.

Ada Allen was 5th in the JV
girls’ race.

For the middle schoolers,
Bowman Suddaby (PA) placed
1st in 9:54 with CA skiers Hollis
Allen 3, Bea Johnson 5, Joe Krebs
10, Eleanor Hammond 11, and
Beckham English 25.
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Hardwick Trails volunteers (from left) Corey H
Andrew Gilbert apply glide wax to cross country skis to prepare them for the
upcoming ski season during a Hardwick Tra ils work party, Saturday, Jan. 3,
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Cabin behind Hazen Union School, which serves
as a base for cross-country ski and snowshoe equipment and winter trails

committee programming.
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athaway, Brendan Buckley and

s 4

Kristen Leahy waxes skies during her four hour shift, at the Hardwick Trails

waxing party Saturday, January 3.
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Free loaner skis, snowshoes available for lessons, tours, games

by Paul Fixx

HARDWICK - This year’s
early snow cover has allowed the
Hardwick Trails Committee to get an
early start grooming the extensive
trails network. Trails are now open
to all community members.

For the first time in the history
of the Hardwick Trails ski program,
a team of volunteers glide-waxed the
entire ski inventory. Five volunteers
joined the waxing party, Saturday
morning, Jan. 3, with an upgrading
of the loaner skis, owing to the Prevot
Family Foundation’s contributions
over a number of recent years.

The waxing crew included
Kristen Leahey, Brendan Buckley
and Hardwick Trails members Eric
Remick, Corey Hathaway and Andy
Gilbert.

With loaner skis waxed,
the committee was ready for the
January 10 start of beginner ski
lessons and staffing the cabin to
offer loaner skis and snowshoes last
weekend.

Loans of snowshoes or skis
(classic or skate), boots and
poles are available to community
members of any age on Saturday
mornings, between 9 and 11 a.m.,
in the cabin behind Hazen Union
school through to February 14.
There is a week loan option.

Those walking or snowshoeing
on the trails should avoid the ski
tracks created for classic skiers, with
the blue-Shepard’s trail reserved for
skiers and snowshoers only.

Saturday morning beginner
ski lessons for Hardwick area
community members are offered
when snow and weather condi-
tions are favorable. Instructors are

available to work with those who
are new to the sport or would like to
improve their skills.

Beginner Nordic ski lessons
are from 9:15 to 10 a.m., with skiers
gathering at the log cabin behind
Hazen Union School.

Those wanting to borrow
equipment for a lesson should
arrive 15 minutes early to be fully
outfitted. Young children must be
accompanied by an adult. Family
participation is encouraged.

This year, expanded options
are being offered to further skill
development beyond the intro-
ductory level. There are three
options.

Multi-generational games on
skis at the Hazen Union field will
be held from 10 to 10:45 a.m. each

Saturday. The variety of games
might include Red Light-Green
Light on skis. “Playing games is a
great way to improve your skiing
comfort level and have a hoot in
the process,” said trails committee
member Helen Beattie.

Small group tours of the trails
from 10 to 11 a.m. Saturday’s will
be tailored to participant’s skill
levels and led by an experienced
skier. Participants must pre-reg-
ister to ensure the availability of
volunteer guides. Email how many
in a party will be participating
and the estimated skill level to
HardwickTrails@gmail.com by the
Wednesday preceding the Saturday
offering and look for confirmation.

Skate skiing clinics will also
be offered in the 10 to 11 a.m. time

slot. Look for notice of this offering
and a sign-up process.

Lessons may be canceled due
to adverse weather or trail condi-
tions. Check the Hardwick Trails
website at hardwicktrails.com
or the Hardwick Trails Facebook
page by 8:30 a.m. on the Saturday
morning of the lesson for notice of
cancellation.

The goal of the Hardwick
Trails and recreation committees
is to increase the number of
people using the trails during
winter months and ensure access
to equipment is not a barrier.
The Hardwick Trails are one
of the hidden treasures of the
community, available to explore
in all their quiet beauty, said the
committee.

Outdoor Center adapts to new wax technology

by Paul Fixx

CRAFTSBURY - A July
2025 WCAX story reported that
“Researchers  have  uncovered
so-called forever chemicals at
regional ski racing areas.” While
that story said, “. . . it’s a sign that
change is needed, starting at home.”

Ollie Burrus at the Craftsbury
Outdoor Center (COC) says that
change has already come.

Until 2019, ski waxes used in
the U.S. routinely contained per-
and polyfluoroalkyl substances-- or
PFAS-- a dangerous and persistent
group of chemicals.

The use of PFAS was an issue
mostly at the elite racing end of the
nordic skiing spectrum, where a
room full of technicians preparing

skis  without any  personal
protective equipment, said Burrus.
Now gloves and masks are standard
equipment for those prepping skis
for elite racers, he said.

Newer waxes don’t have the
same properties as the old ones,
but the playing field is leveled even
if those who've been in the sport
longer recall being able to go faster,
said Burrus.

Burrus, a nordic skiing race
director, says it’s now his mission
tomake sure that no skier uses wax
containing PFAS at Craftsbury
Outdoor Center.

“Vermont banned the sale
of ski waxes with intentionally
added PFAS in 2023 and they will
be banned in New Hampshire in
2027, said the WCAX story. “Still,

on many ski slopes, the damage
may be done.”.

Soil under ski trails at COC
has been tested and found to contain
low levels of PFAS, including some
that have broken down in the
environment, making them more
dangerous

Burrus said there’s no current
danger to Craftsbury residents or
skiers at COC. Ski areas in general
show a much lower impact than
airports, for example. “While it’s a
low impact, it’s not as low as was
thought,” he said.

Coming to grips with a
problem we didn’t know was an
issue, has been a societal issue,
said Burrus..“Ski areas are not
hiding from the impact of PFAS,
We'’re dealing with it.”
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KEN BROWN’s SPORT NUGGETS

Runners Roundup

MONTPELIER - Several local runners
braved the cold over the holiday break to post
strong results in the Central Vermont Runners
(CVR) New Year’s Eve 5K.

Calais native Sargent Burns posted a
fourth overall finish in frigid temperatures
with a time of 19:19 to wrap up the final event
of 2025 in the CVR/Onion River Outdoors Race
Series. The 20-year-old former U-32 standout
helped lead both the Raider track and field and
cross-country boy’s programs to a combined six
Division II state championships. Burns was
also a member of the 2021 U-32 team that took
home Vermont’s first New England High School
Cross-Country championship in three decades.

Equally impressive was Cabot’s Dahe Stod-
dard’s eighth overall finish with a time of 21:10.
The 48-year-old Hazen Union cross-country
head coach finished second to East Montpelier’s
Peter Maksimow in his age group. The cold
temps didn’t slow down Mack Garder-Morse of
Calais as the 64-year-old finished 24th overall
with a time of 25:03. St. Johnsbury’s Peter
Luyckx (54) posted a top twenty finish with a
time of 23:59. John Brenner (28) of Needham,

Mass., bested the field of nearly 100 runners
with a time of 17:49.

Dillon Burns (46) of Calais finished 37th
overall and was tops in the female 45-49 age
group with a time of 27:17. Plainfield’s Laura
Lapierre (43) was fourth in her age division
and posted a 61st overall finish with a time of
32:13. Winooski’s Sophie Doman (26) finished
9th overall and was top female in the field with
a time of 21:12.

The first competition on the 2026 CVR
schedule is the Millstone Madness Snowshoe
Race in Barre on February 8.

Otten named to

Vermont Lions Cup roster
MARSHFIELD - Twinfield-Cabot’s Jola
Otten put a bow on an outstanding high school
soccer career earlier this month by being named
to the 2026 Vermont Lions Cup boys roster.
Otten had a stellar senior campaign for
a record-breaking Caledonia United (Twin-
field-Cabot-Danville) boys soccer team this past
fall, leading the program to its first undefeated
regular season (16-0) and its first Division IV
state championship match. Cal United fell to

top-seeded Twin Valley 2-0 in the state title
match at Rutland High School. Otten formed a
three-headed monster with senior teammates
Eli Russell and Sam Mclane as Cal United
outscored its opponents 90-10 throughout
their historic run. Otten scored a career-high
14 goals and was a First Team All-Mountain
League selection.

Joining Otten on the Verrmont boys roster
this summer are Randolph’s Zane Cooper
and George Rosalba, Mount Mansfield’s Levi
Causey and Otis Lee, Twin Valley’s Tucker
Magnant, Montpelier’s Will Curtis, Burling-
ton’s Faraja Diedonre, Peoples Academy’s Noah
Brown, CVU’s Sebastian Bronk, Will Wallace
and Julian Olin, Harwood’s Brycen Scharff
and Emmanuel Mego-Vasquez, Mt. Abe’s
James Graziedei, South Burlington’s Sebastian
Bertmann, West Rutland’s Brayden Schutt,
Burr & Burton Academy’s Bodie Smith, Eagan
Murray and Ethan Pringle-Corcoran of Essex,
Ryker Mosehauer of Vergennes and Evan
Bretton from Rice.

The Lions Cup match-up between state
rivals Vermont and New Hampshire will be
held at Hanover High School on July 18.

New Vermont turkey, deet, moose regulations, seasons

by Vermont Fish and Wildlife

AREA TOWNS - Vermont
Fish and Wildlife periodically
updates hunting regulations as
new issues arise, conditions change
or new opportunities become
available. Several changes take
effect in 2026. They are intended to
provide additional hunting oppor-
tunity and allow for more effective
management.

For turkey, the fall archery
season has been extended. It now
begins on October 1, and runs until
the Friday before the regular deer
season in November.

The regular moose season
has been extended from six days
to nine days, and now includes
two weekends. The harvest is still
controlled by adjusting the number
of permits available, but this
change provides more flexibility for
hunters. Success rates will be more
consistent and less affected by poor
weather.

Deer regulations saw a
number of changes. The youth and
novice weekend has been moved
back to the original youth weekend
timing, on the weekend before the
regular season. The earlier timing
since 2020 had resulted in reduced
participation due to conflicts with
other fall activities.

The antler point restriction
has been reinstated in Wildlife
Management Unit-D1 (WMU).
After the removal of the antler
restriction in 2020, too many
young bucks were being harvested
in this WMU, which resulted in a
decline of mature bucks. All the

other WMU’s have been able to
meet buck age structure objectives
under existing regulations.

The archery season is no
longer closed during the regular
season and now runs continuously
from October 1 to December 15.
This simplifies regulations and
provides additional opportunities
for some hunters.

Expanded archery zones
have been established in eight
areas around the state. These
are primarily developed areas
around major cities and towns
where deer cannot be effectively
managed with firearms. Within
these areas, the archery season
will begin September 15 and will
be for antlerless deer only until the
regular archery season begins.

Antlerless permits may now
be used during the regular season.
Hunters with an antlerless permit
may use it during the muzzleloader
seasons, as in previous years, or
during the regular season. This
change was necessary to achieve
antlerless harvest objectives in
some parts of Vermont. It also
provides a new antlerless deer
harvest opportunity for a large
segment of Vermont’s deer hunters.

Hunters may now hold two
antlerless permits at one time,
provided the permits are for
different WMU’s. Only one permit
may be acquired through the
lottery. If unallocated permits are
available, a second permit, for a
different WMU, may be purchased
before filling the first permit.

Hunters may take a second
buck if they meet the following

conditions; they purchase a second
buck tag; their first buck has three
or more points on one antler; they
harvest an antlerless deer.

The order of the conditions
doesn’t matter, as long as they
are all met. Only one buck may be
taken per season.

Five days have been added
to the December muzzleloader
season. It now begins on the
Monday immediately after the
regular season and extends for
14 days. This provides additional
opportunity and flexibility for
muzzleloader hunters.

Hunter’s education classes
scheduled through year

by Raymonda Parchment

AREA TOWNS - Hunter,
bowhunter and trapper education
classes in Vermont are scheduled
throughout the year, with a focus
on preparing students for safe
and responsible hunting. Classes
are generally held just before
the hunting seasons, and peak
in March and April in advance of
spring turkey season, and again in
August and September before the
fall hunting seasons.

Classes are held in various
locations across the state. Courses
cover a wide range of topics,
including firearm handling,
survival skills, ethics and hunting
regulations. Prospective hunters
are guided through interactive
lessons, practical demonstra-
tions, and hands-on exercises to
ensure a comprehensive learning
experience.

While there are no in-person
courses within a 50-mile radius,
registration for the nearest
Vermont Hunter’s Home Study in
Randolph will open February 1.
The class will meet Saturday, April

18 from 4 to 8 p.m., at Randolph’s
Fish and Game Club, located at
549 Lefebvre Road in Randolph.
Students must bring their certif-
icate of completion or completed
workbook with them to the start of
class.

The be
completed online at hunter-ed.com/
vermont/, or students can complete
the manual and workbook. To
request a manual and workbook
contact the Hunter Education
Program at (802) 828-1193 or
email them at HunterEducation@

homework can

vermont.gov.
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