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Special Town Meeting set for town forest contribution,
holdmg future town meetings by Australian Ballot

An overflow crowd attends the April 2 Hardw:ck
Select Board meeting, upstairs in the Memorial
Building, during which a special town meeting was
set for May 19, at 6:30 p.m., in the Hardwick Town
House for a revote on committing $25,000 to the
Hardwick Town Forest project and to consider a
petitioned item to have all future public questions,
town budget and appropriations at town meeting
voted on by Australian ballot.  photo by Paul Fixx

Common parking
safety a concern

by Raymonda Parchment

CRAFTSBURY - The last meeting, March
17, saw the select board finalize a number of on-
going projects, discuss safety issues on the Com-
mon, as well as review municipal finances.

According to minutes, whether for public or
school use, parking is an issue. This past week-
end, vehicles parked in the road created basical-
ly one-lane traffic flow. This makes access diffi-
cult in an emergency. The board considered if
the town needs to create some sort of parking
system. Another safety concern that arose was
speeding. The school board seems to be unaware
of this issue based on initial discussions.

Planning commission members Reed Hold-
en and Dave Rowell were present, to discuss up-
dates to the building notification form. Ques-
tions were brought to the board, with minutes
highlighting three main themes: the fee ($25),
the necessity of the form and its contents.

The board said the purpose of the form is
to collect the information that’s important for
the town to obtain: to ensure anyone new to
the area understands requirements related to
wastewater compliance, 911 addresses, road
safety, emergency vehicle access, etc. The form
is intended to assist with the checks and balanc-
es required to ensure compliance. The planning

See PARKING, 5

Croissants
B AKED
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SANDWICHES

by Paul Fixx

HARDWICK - A well-attended select board
meeting with an overflow crowd upstairs in the
Hardwick Memorial Building last Thursday
began with an announcement by the Trust for
Public Lands’ (TPL) Hannah Redmon announc-
ing that a $465,000 grant had been awarded by
the Vermont Housing and Conservation Board
(VHCB) for the Buffalo Mountain Town Forest
purchase.

The board quickly moved through the town
manager’s and police department reports, ap-
proving liquor license renewals for the Agri-
Mark/Yellow Barn Cabot store and the House
of Pizza.

Almost 15 minutes early, Select Board

Chair Ceilidh Galloway-Kane took up a petition
many of those in attendance were there for, call-
ing for a revote on an article approved at town
meeting to contribute $25,000 toward the town
forest purchase. Town Clerk Tonia Chase pre-
sented the valid petition signed by 5% of Hard-
wick’s 2,333 voters. After almost 45 minutes
of discussion the reconsideration vote was set
for May 19, at 6:30 p.m., with the board voting
unanimously for the motion.

After that, Chase presented two other valid
petitions she’d received. The first called for Aus-
tralian ballot votes to be held on all town meet-
ing questions beginning with the March 2027
meeting. The second petition was for all recon-

sideration votes to be voted by Australian ballot.
See FUTURE, 6

Some of the 32 students Students from Craftsbury
Academy and Hazen Union School who walked out
of class early Tuesday, March 31 to protest ICE
activity in the U.S. stand on the corner of Wolcott
and S. Main Sts. in Hardwick.

photo by Claudia Gohl

Student protest ICE

activity with walk-out
by Will Helms

HARDWICK - Nineteen Hazen Union stu-
dents joined 13 Craftsbury Academy students
who walked out of school to shout chants, wave
signs and rattle noisemakers at the intersec-
tion on South Main Street to protest ICE activ-
ity in the U.S, from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., Tues-
day, March 31.

An adult at the protest provided an impro-
vised drum made out of wood and packing tape.
A student banged a pot with a spoon at pass-
ing cars, prompting many honks, a few gestures
and at least one shout of retaliation.

Craftsbury student Nora van Golden was

See WALK-OUT, 4

Wastewater committee
proposes shift
to modular systems

by Raymonda Parchment

GREENSBORO - According to minutes
from March 23, the Greensboro Wastewater Ad-
visory Committee has shifted its focus from a
town-wide wastewater system, instead propos-
ing to find options for smaller modular waste-
water systems that can be of service to a hand-
ful of businesses and residences.

This comes in the wake of nearly five years
and $450K in grant funding, with engineering
firm Hoyle Tanner failing to locate a suitable
site capable of handling 30,000 to 40,000 gal-

lons a day.
See WASTEWATER, 6

ael Cloutier (left) and Clarence Wheeler mark
their ballots in a slow start to voting on the second
Mountain View Union School budget, Tuesday,
April 7. All four towns in the district are voting on a
budget that’s identical to the one rejected by voters
on Town Meeting Day. photo by Paul Fixx
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Hardwick Police Department
Fender Bender, DUI

HARDWICK - On March
20, at 4:08 p.m., Hardwick Police
were notified of a two-car accident
located at the intersection of Route
15 and Route 14 N. A 2015 Subaru
CrossTrek operated by Richard
Jones of McAdam ,New Brunswick,
Canada, pulled out in front of a
2005 Buick Park Avenue operated
by Isahia Martinez or Hartford,
Conn.. The roads were covered and
slippery and Martinez could not
stop before impacting the Subaru.
There were no injuries and both
cars received moderate damage.

On Tuesday, March 31, at 1:30

p-m., Hardwick Police responded
to a single vehicle crash on Route
15, approximately .5 miles west of
Route 14. The operator was iden-
tified as Peter Cook of Johnson.
Cook advised he was not paying
attention to the roadway and
steered off the right side of the
roadway into the ditch. Cook
was uninjured in the crash. He
was subsequently arrested and
processed for DUI at the Hardwick
Department. He
released on a citation to appear
in Caledonia Superior Court;
Criminal Division, on April 13.

Police was
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Men's Carhartt
Clothing
Back in Stock

April 8 - April 14

Jelly Bean Rugs
$20.00

(Wide Awake|[
Coffee

L$4o79 10-12 0z or 10 ct. Keup )

.

Kellogg's
Assorted Cereals

2/$ 6 8.8-12 oz.

[ Kellogg's Mini
Wheat Cereal

$3o99 13.3-16 oz.

J

s

Kellogg's
Pop Tarts

2/$5 13S0z

\ J \

1 Ben's Ready | Kraft Mac & |
Rice

2/$ 5 8.5-8.8 oz.

Cheese Dinner

4'/$ 5 7.25 oz.

VAN J

Chi-Chi's
Salsa

$2.29 16 oz.

| ergresso Vegetablew
Classic Soups

2/$5 19 oz.

(Bumble Bee 4 Pk.)
Solid White Tuna

$7o99 20 oz.

Wishbone
Salad Dressing

\ 2/$3 8oz

[ Filippo Berio |
Olive Oil
%8.99 1690

rSkippy Peanut|
Butter

2/$ 5 15-16.3 oz.
L J

J

rBetty Crocker Cake|
Mix or Frosting

2/$ 3 12-16 oz.

rBetty Crocker
Brownie Mix

24 630

~N

(Nabisco Belvital
Biscuits

$3 o99 8.8 0z.

J \\ J

[ Bear Naked |
Granola

$3099 11-12 oz.

J \\

Stonyfield
Organic Yogurt

$4o79 32 oz.

|(Stonyfield Organic]
12+1/2

$4.99 32 oz.

J

\(

aVd

Stonyfield
Organic Milk

$4.49 64 oz.

\ J

1(Cascadian Frozen
Vegetables

5349 .

~N

Newman's
Thin Crust Pizza

L $6o49 15.1-16 oz. )

ThuieYecle

The Willey's Store

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sat. & Sun. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
802-533-2621 * tol-free 855-533-2621

* Full-service Grocery & Hardware ¢ Clothing
* Footwear « Housewares ¢« Hunting & Fishing
* Coffee Bar « Beer & Wine * Toys * Gifts

~

Since 1900
Greensboro

"If we don't

have it, then
you probably
don't need it."

AWARE Report
HARDWICK - Twenty-two violence. AWARE provides help
people used AWARE services duringimmediate crises, as well as

between March 29 and April 5.
The AWARE 24-hour hotline is
(802) 472-6463.

A non-profit established in
1984, AWARE serves Hardwick
and the greater Hardwick area
in preventing and healing the
trauma of domestic and sexual

advocating for on-going emotional
and legal support for people of all
ages and gender.

For more information about
AWARE, including educational
resources, programming and how
to get involved as a volunteer
visit awarevt.org.

Orleans County Sheriff’s Department
Aggravated domestic assault, active warrant

GREENSBORO — On February
1, at 11:38 p.m., Deputy Battista
responded to a 911 call of a possible
vehicle crash with an active assault
taking place, on Main Street in
Greensboro. Deputy Battista arrived
and conducted an investigation with
the individuals involved.

After investigation, Deputy
Battista placed Steven Mossey
under arrest for 2nd degree
aggrieved domestic assault and

active warrant confined for Mossey
through Lamoille County Sheriff’s
Department.

Mossey was transported and
processed at the Orleans County
Sheriff’s Department and lodged at
Northern State Correctional Facility
on $1,000 bail. The vehicle involved
was towed. Mossey was cited to
appear at Vermont Orleans Criminal
Court on March 2 to answer the
above charges.
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WEeATHER WATCH

Cooler temperatures briefly return; moderating temperatures on the horizon

by Tyler Molleur

EAST HARDWICK - A couple
of steady rain events brought new
precipitation amounts of around an
inch region-wide in the past week.
Additional snowmelt occurred
as temperatures reached the
low-to-mid 60s by Saturday, which
also featured some sunshine and
a warm breeze. The precipitation
amounts have us at 140 percent of
normal for the month so far, with
medium-range forecasts from the
Climate Prediction Center showing
a persistent trend in above-normal
precipitation for the next several
weeks. Our drought status is
likely to be removed should trends
continue this way for the rest of
April. Temperatures are also likely
to be above normal during this time.

The past several days featured
different conditions from our
forecasted trends. Snow showers
returned overnight on Sunday,
resulting in an inch or two of
snow accumulation. Snow showers
persisted into Tuesday morning
with a colder air mass in place.

Cooler air lingers through today
as a high-pressure system slides
east over the next 36 hours with
sunshine. Temperatures moderate
somewhat tomorrow and winds
pick up from the south. The combi-
nation of a dry airmass and a strong

breeze will increase the fire danger
concerns and any fire that starts on
Thursday will have the potential to
quickly become uncontrolled.

An  approaching  frontal
boundary slows over the northeast
Thursday night and a wave of
low pressure travels along the
front on Friday. Some light rain
is expected on Friday, especially
in the afternoon and evening.
Highs start out approaching 50 on
Saturday after that front passes,
but they will quickly warm with
ample sunshine through most of
the weekend, with highs reaching
60 by Sunday. A storm system
approaching Sunday night looks to
bring another chance of rain as we
head into the work week. Here are
the forecast details:

Wednesday: Sunny. High:
44. Low: 24. Calm wind.

Thursday: Mostly sunny.
High: 57. Low: 33. South wind
10-15 mph with gusts to 30 mph.

Friday: Mostly cloudy. Rain
likely; especially in the afternoon.
High: 58. Low: 34. Southwest wind
5-10 mph, becoming northwest.

Saturday: Partly sunny.
High: 52. Low: 29. Northwest wind
around 5 mph, becoming light.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with
increasing clouds in the afternoon. A
chance of rain by evening. High: 61.
Low: 43. South wind around 5 mph.
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sure sign of spring in the Northeast Kingdom.

photo by Dawn Gustafson

PUBLIC SERVICES

Hardwick Police Report
Media Log

HARDWICK - March 29:
Trespassing, Vt. Route 14 S.; Motor
Vehicle Complaint, Center Road;
Traffic Stop, Vt. Route 15; Traffic
Stop, Wolcott St.; Traffic Stop, Vt.
Route 15; Traffic Stop, Vt. Route
15 E.; Traffic Stop, Vt. Route 15 E.;
Traffic Stop, Vt. Route 15; Motor
Vehicle Complaint, Vt. Route 15.

March 30: Directed Patrol, S.
Main St.; Trespassing, Vt. Route
15 W.; Motor Vehicle Complaint,
Spring St.; Citizen Dispute, Vt.
Route 14 S.

March 31: Medical, W. Hill
Road; Assist - Public, Granite St.;
VIN verification, Wolcott St.; Acci-
dent-Property Damage Only, Vt.
Route 15 W.; Threats/Harassment,
Vt. Route 14 S.; Motor Vehicle
Complaint, Vt. Route 15; Traffic
Stop, Wolcott St.; Information, Vt.
Route 14; Traffic Stop, Mill St.

April 1: Overdose, W. Church
St.; Directed Patrol, S. Main St.;
Traffic Stop, Wolcott St.; Acci-
dent-LSA, Pine Drive; Directed
Patrol, Hazen Union Dr.; Finger-

prints, High St.; Traffic Stop, Mill
St.; Traffic Stop, Wolcott St.

April  2:  Motor Vehicle
Complaint, Elm St.; School Event,
Hazen Union Drive; Welfare Check,
Hazen Union Drive; Directed
Patrol, Hazen Union Drive; Traffic
Stop, Vt. Route 15; Motor Vehicle
Complaint, Vt. Route 15: Traffic
Stop, Vt. Route 15; Traffic Stop,
Vt. Route 14; Suspicious Event, S.
Main St.

April 3: Directed Patrol, S.
Main St.; VIN verification, High
St.; Fingerprints, High St.; VIN
verification, Craftsbury Road.;
Motor Vehicle Complaint, S. Main
St.

April 4: Suspicious Event,
Maple St.; Directed Patrol, Hazen
Union Drive.; Traffic Stop, Wolcott
St.; Suspicious Event, S. Main St.

April 5: Medical, Winter St.;
Animal Problem, Benway Drive;
Medical, Bridgman Hill Road; VIN
verification, Craftsbury Road; DLS,
Vt. Route 14; Suspicious Event,
Prospect St.; Transport, High St.

Lamoille County Sheriff’s Department
Drowning death

WOLCOTT - On April 4,

at approximately 1:39 p.m.,
the Lamoille County Sheriff’s
Department Communications

Center received a 911 call reporting
an individual floating face down
in the Lamoille River in the area
of Flat Iron Road in Wolcott,
Vermont. First responders located
and removed the individual from
the river.

The individual was iden-
tified as Sarah Goldberg, age
34, of Morrisville. Goldberg was
kayaking on the Lamoille River at
the time of the incident.

In an interview with WCAX,
LCSD Sheriff Roger Marcoux
said, “What it looks like is got into
some turbulent water and ended

The
Hardwick
Gazette

up out of her kayak upside down
and wasn’t able to swim out of
it,” Marcoux said, “It sounds like
a pretty horrific scene where they
were trying to get to her as she
was floating down the river uncon-
scious, and finally her partner was
able to get hold of her.”

Goldberg was transported
to Copley Hospital by Hardwick
Rescue, where she was later
pronounced deceased. The incident
remains under investigation.

Responding agencies
included the Lamoille County
Sheriff’s Department, Wolcott

Fire Department, Elmore Fire
Department, Hardwick Rescue and
Johnson Fire Department Water
Rescue Team.

PEOPLE

SERVING
PEOPLE
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Orleans County Sheriff's Department
Aggravated domestic assault, active warrant

GREENSBORO - On Febru-
ary 1, at 11:38 p.m., Deputy Battis-
ta responded to a 911 call of a possi-
ble vehicle crash with an active as-
sault taking place, on Main Street
in Greensboro. Deputy Battista ar-
rived and conducted an investiga-
tion with the individuals involved.

After investigation, Depu-
ty Battista placed Steven Mossey
under arrest for 2nd degree ag-
grieved domestic assault and

active warrant confined for Mossey
through Lamoille County Sheriff’s
Department.

Mossey was transported and
processed at the Orleans County
Sheriff’s Department and lodged
at Northern State Correctional Fa-
cility on $1,000 bail. The vehicle
involved was towed. Mossey was
cited to appear at Vermont Orle-
ans Criminal Court on March 2 to
answer the above charges.

Students protesting ICE activity in the U.S.
Front Seat Coffee in Hardwick, March 31. They walked out of Hazen Union
School and Craftsbury Academy to attend the event.

Walk-out
Continued From Page One
the transportation coordinator

for Craftsbury Academy. She and
the other Craftsbury students
worked with students at Hazen
to organize the protest. “Nobody
is too small to make a difference,”
said van Golden on why she
thought it was important to be
out protesting.

“We’ve got to a keep ICE out
of America,” another Hazen stu-
dent commented. “Nobody is ille-
gal on stolen indigenous land.”

Other students added,
“Standing up to tyranny makes me
remember who really has power;”
“I think it’s great to see the new
generation here, and to see that
they care;” “Families shouldn’t be
separated just because the govern-
ment says so” and “People that kill
other people kind of suck.”

Several other students had
comments on the quality of the
protest itself. “Protesters should
be more angry. This is not a time
to be happy. It’s time to be p***#%*”
said a student. “We should’ve had
more songs and chants prepared.
We should’ve been better re-
hearsed,” said another.

The event was attend-
ed by several older community

.

photo by Rachel Cole

members. “This is a lot more rep-
resentative of who will actually be
affected,” said Annie Gaillard, of
the youth at the protest. “At first
it seems scary to start a chant, but
right now it seems so solid.”

“The next generation is paying
attention and I am really proud of
these kids for exercising their first
amendment rights,” said teacher
Kelly Robinson. “Many protests I
go to are people my age and older.
I'm so proud of them for being en-
gaged, courageous and willing to
exercise their first amendment
rights.”

The walk-out had been ad-
vertised at Hazen via posters in
the hallways, however the post-
ers had not been approved by the
school administration and had to
be removed.

Due to a Facebook post alleg-
ing that the walkout had been or-
ganized by the school, the admin-
istration put out a statement cor-
recting the misinformation. Part
of the statement read “If students
choose to leave class or the build-
ing, we treat that as we would any
situation where a student departs
without authorization.”

No punishments had been
given to student participants as of
Friday, April 3.

st:;md in front of Positive Pie and

Vermont State Police
Car crashes, DUI

MARSHFIELD - On March
30, at 6:13 p.m., troopers with the
Vermont State Police respond-
ed to Troy Street near the inter-
section of Liberty Street in Rich-
ford following a report of a motor-
cycle that had crashed into a trac-
tor trailer unit. Initial reports in-
dicated the motorcycle operator,
later identified as Adam Blodgett
of Fairfax, was pinned underneath
the truck. Fire and rescue person-
nel were able to free Blodgett and
transport him, where his condi-
tion was reported to be critical but
stable.

Initial investigation indi-
cates that Blodgett was operating
the motorcycle east on Troy Street
when he crossed the left center and
collided with the truck, which was
traveling west. The operator of the
truck, Mark McNally of Woodbury,
was not injured.

The cause of this crash re-
mains under investigation. Any-
one with information that may as-
sist investigators is asked to con-
tact state police in St. Albans at
(802) 524 - 5993 or leave an anon-
ymous tip online via vsp.vermont.
gov/tipsubmit.

The Vermont State Police
were assisted on scene by the Rich-
ford Fire Department, Richford
Ambulance, Enosburg Ambulance

Robert Whalen

and the Vermont Department of
Motor Vehicles.

On March 31, at 8:19 p.m., the
Vermont State Police received a re-
port of a single vehicle crash on U.
S. Route 2 in Marshfield. Troopers
responded and identified the opera-
tor as Robert Whalen. While speak-
ing with troopers, Whalen dis-
played signs of impairment. Wha-
len was taken into custody for sus-
picion of DUI and was transported
to the Berlin Barracks for process-
ing. Whalen was released with ci-
tation to appear in Washington Su-
perior Court - Criminal Division to
answer the above charge.

The Walden Fire Department’s tracked Ulility Task Vehicle helps bring a lost

hiker on the Cheever Falls Trail back to Noystar Road early Sunday morning.

photo from social media

Walden Volunteer Fire Department
Lost hiker located with drone

WALDEN - On April 5, at 1:30
p-m., the Walden Volunteer Fire De-
partment was dispatched to assist
Vermont State Police (VSP) with a
lost hiker at the Cheever Falls trail
in the Steam Mill Brook Wildlife

Maagement Area. VSP located the
hiker with a drone and were able
to get them back to the trailhead
where firefighters picked them up
with a utility task vehicle] to trans-
port back to Noyestar Road.
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Averey Keough, 3, of Wolcott finds one of the many plastic eggs hidden in the
Wolcott Town Garden Depot Park and throughout the library during an egg
hunt held at the Wolcott Public Library, April 4. Twenty-four children accom-

panied by 20 adults attended. photo by Vanessa Fournier

TOWN OF GREENSBORO,

82 CRAFTSBURY ROAD, GREENSBORO, VERMONT 05841

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §4441(d) and §4444, the Greensboro Plan-
ning Commission has scheduled a public hearing at 6:30 pm on April
28, 2026 in the Meeting Room at our Town Hall, 82 Craftsbury Road,
or online via Zoom, using the following link: https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/87957096874.
ID: 879 5709 6874; +13052241968,,87957096874# US.

The purpose of the meeting is to solicit public input on proposed

amendments, dated March 31, 2026, to the 2024 Greensboro Zoning
Bylaws.

AMENDMENTS: These amendments have been prepared to clarify
the bylaw’s language and definitions; to correct errors; to comply with
updates to Vermont Statutes from 2025 and earlier; to comply with the
Town’s Delegation Agreement with VT DEC for permitting within 250°
of lake.

GEOGRAPHIC AREA AFFECTED: The entire Town of Greensboro.

LISTING OF SECTION HEADINGS: Includes changes to Article 1.
Authority and Purpose; Article 2. Zoning Districts; Article 3. General
Regulations; Article 4. Specific Use Provisions; Article 5.
Administration and Enforcement; Article 8. Lake Shoreland Protection
District Regulations; Article 9. Definitions.

A FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSALS:

Copies of the proposed changes to the Greensboro Zoning Bylaws are
available at the Town of Greensboro’s official website: https://greens-
borovt.gov/greensboro-planning-commission; in the municipal building
located at 82 Craftsbury Road; at the Greensboro Bend Post Office at
975 Main Street; at the Greensboro Village Post Office at 12 Cemetery
Ridge, in Greensboro, Vermont.

Written comment on the proposed changes should be directed to the
Planning Commission via the Planning Commission Clerk, at gpc-
clerk@greensborovt.gov or by mail to GPC Clerk, Greensboro Plan-
ning Commission, Box 119, Greensboro, VT 05841.

Dated at Greensboro, Vermont, this 6th day of April, 2026.
Greensboro Planning Commission

Parking

Continued From Page One
commission will continue to review
and provide feedback to the board,
who thanked them for their efforts.

The town clerk’s report saw fi-
nances take precedence. The board
approved borrowing $100,000 from
the preservation fund to be moved
to the general fund for operating
expenses for an interim period.
The town has made payments re-
lated to MERP (Municipal Ener-
gy Resilience Program) and awaits
reimbursement.

The board approved closing
the ARPA checking account with
the remaining balance of $600
moved to the operating account. A
new checking account was opened
for the energy committee, which

will make reconciling books easier;
high dollar grant proceeds will re-
main in the main town account but
smaller grants can go in to easily
manage balances.

In other business, interim fi-
nancing for the town garage was
discussed. The town needs $750K
for up-front payment, to be later
reimbursed. Requests will be sent
to three banks to obtain quotes.

The board signed the follow-
ing weight permits: CAMP Pre-
cast Concrete Products Inc; Pack-
ard Fuels LLC; Blanchard Oil;
EC Morrison Trucking & Excava-
tion; Vaillancourt Transport LLC,;
S.D. Ireland Concrete Construc-
tion Corp.; Irving Energy; Barrett
Trucking Co. Inc.; Scott Brown
Trucking.

\\_

—  THANKS FOR
SAYING YOU SAW
IN THE GAZETTE!

I'T

Prices shown valid 04/10-04/16
Member-owner deals valid 04/01-04/30

Organic Chocolate Milk Coconut Water

Alexandre Eco Dairy, 25.3 0z C20,.17502

Gluten Free Gnocchi Sparkling Water

Delalo, 12 0z Spindlrift, varieties, 8 ct

/$6

P—

—

W

Lactose Free Cream
Cheese
Graen Valey Creamery, 8 oz

Shredded and Bar
Cheese

Cabot, varieties, 5-8 oz

" QUAKL ER

irricHEE

HEmuaI
L e

Artichoke Hearts

Organic Chili Starbar

Muir Glen, varieties, 28 oz MNative Forest, varieties, 14 0z

U rem—

&15% or
MARINARA

Organic Macadamia
Nuts

GoodSam, varieties, 4 0z

Onion-free Pasta Sauce

Fody, varieties, 19.4 0z

ALO MOUNTAIN MAR
Weekly Highlights
Just a taste of the deals this weelk. Stop in for hundreds of local items, cafe food, and more!

While supplies last

RKET

1"". $449

Organic Mac & Cheese Old coumry Styla Muesli

Bob's Red Mil, 18 oz

Arnie's Homegrawn, 6 oz

@ balance
Drganic

Organic Buttery Spread

Vegan Bouillon Cubes

Earth Balance, 13 oz Edward & Sons, varieties, 29 oz

ers...

Bone Broth Potato Chips

Kettle & Fire, varieties, 169 oz Lay's, varieties, 4.75 - 8 0z

Organic Vegetable Broth

Pacific Foods, 32 oz

Organic Ghee

‘Organic Valley, 7.5 oz

Strawberry Mochi Peanut Butter

My Mochi, 910z Green Mountain, varieties, 16 oz

75 Mill Street Hardwick, VT 05843 + 802 472 6020 - www.buffalomountainmarket.com

You’re no fool: you’re informed, you understand.
Extend your right to be curious with a
sustaining monthly contribution to The Hardwick Gazette
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Future

Continued From Page One
The second was quickly dismissed as

irrelevant because state law requires
revotes to be held in the same
manner as the original vote, which
was interpreted to mean either by
an in-person meeting (where the
vote could be taken by voice, hand
or paper ballot as those assembled
properly decided), or by Australian
ballot.

The board voted to add the first
question to the May 19 meeting agen-
da; “Shall the Town of Hardwick vote
to require that all public questions,
town budget and appropriations cur-
rently voted from the floor at Town
Meeting be voted by Australian bal-
lot beginning with the next Annual
Town Meeting.”

Three board members voted in
favor, with Shari Cornish voting nay
and Tim Ricciardello absent.

In considering the petition, Cor-
nish said that voting everything by
Australian ballot would essentially
be doing away with town meetings;
elected officials would be the only
thing voted on from the floor.

Adding votes for elected offi-
cials to the motion was considered
after it was suggested by Town Man-
ager David Upson, but the idea was
abandoned.

Orise Ainsworth said Fairfax
has a Saturday town meeting to edu-
cate the voters about all of the items
on the warning and then have voting
on Town Meeting Day.

In other comments, Hardwick
resident Paul Fixx suggested an in-
formational meeting be held before
the May 19 vote.

Former Select Board Chair Eric
Remick said he thinks a special meet-
ing would have less turnout than a
typical town meeting. He suggested
waiting until the 2027 town meeting
for the item to be voted on.

Chase advised that the select
board is required to act on the peti-
tions received within 60 days, wait-
ing is not an option.

Responding to a question from
Joe Nudell, Chase said 505 Austra-
lian ballots had been cast on Town
Meeting Day compared to about 300
attending the meeting. Resident Ra-
chel Kane commented that doing

away with town meeting floor votes
is a pretty serious decision.

Galloway-Kane said options can
be discussed at a future select board
meeting before the vote and moved
on to the remainder of the town’s
business.

During discussion of the town
forest petition Orise Ainsworth and
Roberta Foster shared their concerns
about how the original town meeting
vote had been conducted, but neither
ended up being germane because of
the reconsideration now scheduled
May 19.

It was confirmed that reconsid-
eration of the town forest vote would
only be in the question of whether
the town contributes $25,000. Red-
mond noted that a lack of town con-
tribution would require other funds
to be found and could affect funders’
willingness to support the project.

Sue Rivard expressed concern
that the town had agreed to take
ownership of the property at its De-
cember 18 meeting without any pub-
lic discussion and questioned vot-
ing to allocate funds before residents
fully understood potential uses of the
property.

Later Redmon confirmed that
and said the select board had been
asked to make the decision because
the property was actively listed for
sale and entering into an agreement
with landowners Ken and Chris
Davis was important to prevent it
from being sold elsewhere. Redmon
later confirmed the town plan specif-
ically mentioned the importance of
Buffalo Mountain to the town, lead-
ing members of the Hardwick Con-
servation Commission to recom-
mend that the opportunity not be
missed.

Claire Hill asked how those
that voted at town meeting were
known to be registered voters for
the hand count since they weren’t
checked in the way they were with
a paper ballot for the budget vote be-
fore it. Chase responded to that, say-
ing, because of that same concern
shared by others, she will be im-
plementing a new procedure for fu-
ture town meetings. Those arriving
for town meeting will be checked in
against the voter checklist, which is
maintained by the town’s Justices of

the Peace, then given a colored index
card that will be selected that day so
no one can bring their own. Those
index cards must then be raised
when a show of hands is called for by
the moderator.

In awarding its grant for
the Buffalo Mountain Town For-
est to the TPL, Town of Hardwick
and Northern Rivers Land Trust
(NRLT), the VHCB said “Buffalo
Mountain is a backdrop to Hard-
wick’s village and a defining feature
of the community’s identity, ecology
and recreational life.” The addition
of 329 acres will “nearly quadruple
Hardwick’s town forest holdings”
and “include the summit of Buffa-
lo Mountain, 1.1 miles of Lamoille
River frontage and 15 distinct natu-
ral community types.

“The property is within walking
distance of downtown, local schools,
and the Lamoille Valley Rail Trail. It
supports rare species including the
globally vulnerable Wright’s spike-
rush and hosts the largest known
population of grove hawthorn in
New England.

“Located within a Highest Pri-
ority Interior Forest Block per Ver-
mont Conservation Design, the
land will be owned by the Town of
Hardwick with a conservation ease-
ment co-held by VHCB and NRLT,
and open for hiking, hunting, wild-
life viewing, crosscountry skiing
and snowmobiling.” The VHCB fur-
ther noted, the “total project cost is
$785,197, with $316,250 in lever-
age from foundations, The Nature
Conservancy’s Vermont Biodiversity
Protection Fund, the Town of Hard-
wick general fund and individual
gifts.”

Phil Mercier asked whether the
land will be tax exempt and what
will happen with recreational ac-
tivities such as hunting and riding
ATVs. Galloway-Kane said the town
does not tax itself, so there will be no
tax on the property if it becomes a
town forest.

She added that trails and public
access can generate tourism dollars
for the community as a whole.

A steering committee will make
proposals about the use and collabo-
rate with the select board to create a
management plan.

Wastewater
Continued From Page One

According to the minutes,
“Greensboro’s land in both the vil-
lage and the Bend does not have
the capabilities for a town-wide
wastewater system.”

Requests for Qualifications
(RFQ) to be sent to wastewater
engineering firms will be present-
ed at the next regular select board
meeting.

Greensboro Bend resident
Dusty Board responded to the

Front Porch Forum announcement
of the meeting, saying The Bend
needs a wastewater and water
system.

Chair Davis Barnett re-
sponded, saying “This commit-
tee understands the need exists
in both the village and The Bend,
and that the current focus is on
the village to keep the village
viable.”

His response indicated the
committee is not considering the
whole town of Greensboro.

4
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Rachel Kane said turning the
property into a town forest will be
an estimated $5,000 tax loss to the
town. A comment was made that it is
actually $6,300 according to the most
recent tax bill.

Later Redmon said, “It’s real-
ly exciting to see how many people
are interested in the future of their
community and I'm looking forward
to getting more input through the
steering committee.”

After the meeting, Redmon
shared a copy of the easement for the
Wolcott Town Forest, which she said
will be similar to the one for Hard-
wick. That document clearly allows
current uses and must include oppor-
tunities for public input as it is de-
veloped, with terms that say it shall:
Provide for the use and management
of the Protected Property in a fash-
ion which is consistent with and ad-
vances the Purposes of this Grant;
and . . . provide for public access and
meaningful recreational links to pri-
vate and public lands . . . provide for
the sustainable use of fish and wild-
life resources . . . and provide for use
by educational programs.

Creation of the plan must in-
clude “appropriate public input from
the general public,” and approval,
which “shall not be unreasonably
withheld” by NRLT and VHCB.

The select board did not take
action on a request that the select
board send a letter to support the
non-binding apartheid-free commu-
nity pledge approved by town meet-
ing voters.

They quickly moved through
the remainder of the town’s business
for the evening, including comments
from Upson about the importance
of obtaining public input before the
town makes big decisions and how
well projects have gone when that’s
happened.

To end the meeting, a new As-
sistant Town Clerk and Treasur-
er Kendra Parks was to be start-
ing work on Monday, April 6, said
Chase. Galloway-Kane mentioned
the recent joint meeting of the se-
lect board and Hardwick Electric De-
partment’s commissioners during

which reports on Jackson Dam and
the Caspian Lake beach were given
and discussed.
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Headwaters and Sterhng College discuss future

The Sterling College campus bordering the Craftsbury Common, includes
land elsewhere in the village that includes Dustan Field and parking areas.
courtesy photo

by Paul Fixx

CRAFTSBURY - Headwaters
Community Trust and Sterling
College are working to find a path
forward for the Craftsbury campus
that will fit the requirements of
both organizations and the wider
community.

An April 1 Headwaters up-
date said an offer had been made
to take on the Sterling College
Campus. “In mid-March, Headwa-
ters Community Trust presented
the Sterling College trustees with
a draft offer to acquire the Ster-
ling campus. We took care to pres-
ent terms that are within Headwa-
ters’ reach, and also respectful of
Sterling’s needs as we understand
them.”

The Headwaters update
noted, “Sterling’s response made
clear that there is still some dis-
tance between us, so we are fully
engaged in finding a path forward
to achieve the best outcome.”

Sterling College President
Scott Thomas agreed that the ex-
ploration of a potential sale is on-
going: “We continue to work with

Headwaters Community Trust to
reach an agreement that will satis-
fy the College’s commitments and
serve a larger community need.”

He added, “The Sterling Board
remains very receptive to their in-
terest and is appreciative of the ef-
forts they are making to help us
reach an agreement on a sale.”

Headwaters offered an opti-
mistic comment, “We are giving it
our all. Stay tuned!”

In November 2025 Sterling
College announced it would end
degree programs following this
spring semester, holding its last
commencement this May. The
board’s decision was made “in the
face of persistent financial and en-
rollment challenges,” notes the col-
lege website.

While staff reductions have
been made, fewer than 100 stu-
dents continue to pursue two- and
four-year environmental stud-
ies degrees using local farms, for-
ests, rivers and wetlands as their
classrooms.

Meanwhile Headwaters says
its board “is taking concrete steps
to fulfill the trust’s organizational

Get the free newsletter featuring notable news,
arts, sports and opinion. Sit back,
relax and catch up.
hardwickgazette.org

or help at
hardwickgazette.org/donate

BUFFALO
MOUNTAIN
MARKET

COOPERATIVELY
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Since 1975

Celebrating 50 Years — Thank You!

Fresh Local Produce, Café,
Organic & Natural Foods and more!

Visit www.buffalomountainmarket.com/sales/

Open 7 Days a week | 802.472.6020 | info@bmfc.coop
Mill Street, Hardwick VT

development goals.” They are in a
“ten-week sprint to create a com-
prehensive business plan and key
organizational documents.”

That work is intended to cre-
ate the necessary framework for
the organization to be in a position
to “secure project funding and act
on development opportunities as
they arise.” At the same time the
board is “embarking on organiza-
tional development work . . . to fur-
ther clarify board roles and respon-
sibilities as well as internal deci-
sion-making structures.”

Sterling College intends to re-
main fully accredited through the
summer of 2026 so students can
complete degrees on an accelerated
schedule, it reports.

“While Sterling’s chapter as
an institution of higher learning
draws to a close, its spirit and leg-
acy lives on through the hundreds
of alumni, faculty, staff and part-
ners who carry forward its mis-
sion and values in their work and

communities. The legacy of Ster-
ling’s commitment to sustainabili-
ty, community, and hands-on learn-
ing will continue to inspire genera-
tions to come.

“As we focus on the weeks and
months ahead, our highest priority
is to support every member of the
Sterling community. We are ded-
icated to ensuring a smooth and
thoughtful transition for our stu-
dents, faculty, staff, and alumni.”

Since a February transition
information session during which
a Don & Allison Hooper $100,000
Challenge Match was announced
to support the campus into whatev-
er its future may bring, “addition-
al conversations with local com-
munity partners have taken place,
with support from the Preserva-
tion Trust of Vermont, to identify
a successor entity or entities. We
will continue to share updates on
the Sterling Transition Informa-
tion page” at sterlingcollege.edu/
transition-plan.

Kate Taylor (left) with the Vermont Disaster Animal Response Team (VDART)
led regional Emergency Animal Sheltering Training for area residents and
Hardwick Neighbor to Neighbor volunteers at the Jeudevine Memorial Library,
March 11. With the training, Hardwick’s Town Manager David “Opie” Upson
(right) receives supplies and equipment in the Memorial Building provided to
the town with funding by the Irving and Phyllis Millstein Foundation, to support
a new Emergency Pet Sheltering Team that Hardwick Neighbor to Neighbor
(NtN) volunteers will be helping to recruit members for.

photo by Kristen Leahy
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Act 181 debate pokes at the heart of Vermont’s rural-urban dynamics

by Carly Berlin, VTDigger

MONTPELIER - The Ver-
mont Senate passed a bill Thurs-
day, March 26, that will delay the
implementation of Act 181, a con-
tentious 2024 law that overhauled
the state’s land use permitting
system.

But that vote followed sev-
eral rounds of heated debate over
rolling back or further postponing
land conservation measures, fu-
eled by a Tuesday protest attend-
ed by hundreds of rural landown-
ers who called on lawmakers to re-
peal the law altogether.

The sparring over Act 181
has surfaced a rural-urban divide
at the Statehouse. Rural conser-
vatives argue that the law’s ben-
efits flow only to Vermont’s larg-
er cities and towns, and that its
conservation rules place an undue
burden on private property own-
ers. Democrats have defended the
law’s goals to both boost housing
in downtowns and villages and in-
crease environmental protections
elsewhere, though they've heeded
calls to pump the brakes.

On the Senate floor, Repub-
licans contended that new devel-
opment regulations set forth in
Act 181, which bolster protections
over sensitive ecosystems, effec-
tively undermine personal prop-
erty rights. Sen. Steve Heffer-
nan, R-Addison, framed the issue
around affordability; wealthy sec-
ond home-owners can afford more
land-use permits, he said, but reg-
ular Vermonters can’t.

“We must ask ourselves...are
we protecting Vermont’s lands, or
pricing Vermonters out of it?” Hef-
fernan said.

Democrats, who control the
chamber, countered that the new
rules are critical for preserving
Vermont’s landscape for the good
of the broader community.

“Future generations may not
have the same ecosystems that we
have access to because of devel-
opment,” said Sen. Becca White,
D-Windsor.

The bill in question, S.325, is
a set of tweaks to Act 181, which
the Legislature passed over Re-
publican Gov. Phil Scott’s objec-
tions two years ago.

Act 181 aimed to encourage
more homebuilding in already-de-
veloped areas of Vermont by re-
moving state level review under
Act 250, Vermont’s signature
land use law. At the same time,
the law beefed up protections for
to-be-determined critical natural
resources.

The 2024 law mandated a
first-of-its-kind mapping effort
that will essentially dictate where
future development will be subject

to Act 250 scrutiny, and where it
won’t be, through a tiered land-
use classification system.

That mapping process is still
underway, and the board oversee-
ing it has asked for more time to
complete its work, in part because
of feedback from municipal offi-
cials and rural residents who ob-
jected to early drafts.

S.325 would postpone the im-
plementation of many pieces of
Act 181. It would extend tempo-
rary housing exemptions, delay
the start of a new “road rule” that
would require a permit for private
road construction over a certain
length in much of the state until
2030 and pushes out the begin-
ning of new “Tier 3” rules. These
rules would heighten scrutiny over
building near headwater streams,
habitat connectors and rare natu-
ral communities.

The fate of Tier 3 garnered the
most attention on the Senate floor.
Republicans backed an amend-
ment on Wednesday to scrap the
tier entirely.

Sen. Russ Ingalls, R-Essex, a
cosponsor of the amendment and
an organizer of Tuesday’s rally,
argued that the entirety of his
Northeast Kingdom district would
fall into the tier and suggested
that a majority of Vermonters cur-
rently live in Tier 3 areas.

“We should be able to live like
the rest of Vermont does, and not
be restricted,” Ingalls said.

Yet the bounds of Tier 3 have
not yet been set, and the Land
Use Review Board, which is cre-
ating its boundaries, has said the
tier will only make up a small por-
tion of land in Vermont. The board
is also looking to limit what kinds
of construction would trigger the
need for an Act 250 permit in
these zones.

“It may be that a single
house, for instance, depending on
where it is, doesn’t even matter. It
won’t be counted,” said Sen. Seth
Bongartz, D-Bennington, one of
the architects of Act 181 when he
served in the House.

The amendment to roll back
Tier 3 ultimately failed in a par-
ty-line vote on Wednesday. A sep-
arate amendment to further
delay its implementation failed
on Thursday. Another Republi-
can-backed amendment that was
adopted eases state regulations
for housing in rural areas that
lack local zoning.

Scott, Act 181’s  lon-
gest-standing detractor, vetoed
the legislation in 2024, arguing
that it was a “conservation bill”
that did little to boost housing
growth in rural areas. The gover-
nor said at a Thursday press con-
ference that he thinks the bill to
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Several hundred demonstrators gather to protest Act 181 at the Statehouse in
Montpelier on Tuesday, March 24, 2026. The law seeks to modernize Act 250,

the land use law.

delay its implementation is “mov-
ing in the right direction, but we
need more.”

Scott was pleased to see pro-
testers this week heeding his
message.

“I’'ve said this before: this
hurts rural Vermont. And now
they’re just waking up to the fact
that, yes, indeed, it will,” Scott
said.

The bill now heads to the
House. House Speaker Jill Krow-
inski, D-Burlington, said she sees
the need to delay Act 181 and that
she hears the upswell of pushback
against the law from beyond the
Statehouse.

“We absolutely hear the con-
cerns from different corners of
the state of Vermont and we take
those seriously,” Krowinski said.

S.325 will land in the House
Environment committee, helmed

photo by Glenn Russell, VTDigger

by Rep. Amy Sheldon, D-Middle-
bury, one of Act 181’s initial draft-
ers. Sheldon understands the ra-
tionale to postpone pieces of its
implementation, she said in a
Wednesday interview. But she is
not open to rolling back elements
of the 2024 law.

Sheldon believes that some
of the arguments raised by oppo-
nents of the law are overstated
and misguided. She still stands by
the core aims of the law, she said,
gesturing toward Vermont’s state
motto.

“We’re balancing freedom
and unity, right? That’s what we
do,” Sheldon said.

This story, by Report for
America corps member Carly Ber-
lin, was produced through a part-
nership between VTDigger and
Vermont Public and published by
VTDigger March 27.

happening.

Krowinski says she hears Vermonters
by the office of Speaker Jill Krowinski

MONTPELIER - Speaker Jill Krowinski made the following
statement on Act 181 and pending legislation in the House on April 3.

“In 2024, we passed Act 181 which seeks to reform our decades
old Act 250 land use policy and make it easier to develop housing
while also making our communities more resilient in the face of ris-
ing climate disasters. Vermont’s housing crisis and the devastating
flooding that impacted communities reinforced the need to reimagine
how development happens in Vermont: the costs, the time it takes
to go through the development process and where development is

“It’s clear that many aspects of the law are working well, and we
are seeing new housing coming online across the state. It’s also clear
that parts of the law, particularly the sections impacting rural Ver-
mont, are problematic and need to be addressed. Vermonters have
made it clear that they have not felt heard or a part of the process, es-
pecially in rulemaking for the road rule and Tier 3, and that has led
to fear and frustration on how this could impact their lives.

“While this has caused fear and anxiety, we are going to make
this an opportunity to engage deeply with Vermonters and work to-
gether to listen, learn and find solutions together. Vermonters are
concerned about the restrictions and cost this will have on their land
and the impact it will have on their families and future generations. I
am putting out this statement as a first step in saying: I hear you and
we will work together to get this right.”
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EDITORIAL

LETTERS FROM READERS

Help build the foundation of a
vital community resource

Thanks to the support
of hundreds of readers, The
Hardwick Gazette is in a
much stronger position than
it was at this time last year.
The Gazette’s end-of-year
fundraising campaign was
an overwhelming success,
allowing us to make good on
all past obligations and enter
2026 with a healthy bank
balance.

It was a big step, but only
the first step toward a strong,
independent local news oper-
ation. The Gazette needs more
sustaining members who
make a monthly commitment
to the effort. If you have made
one-time contributions in the
past, The Gazette is truly
grateful. And now, in the
month of April, we’re asking
you to become a sustaining
member.

If you receive The
Gazette’s weekly newsletter, if
you click on at least one article
every week, if you depend on
The Gazette to connect you
to your community, please
consider a sustaining contri-
bution of at least $5 a month.
That’s $60 a year for news
and information you can’t get
anywhere else.

Those who give $10 or
more can receive a very
special thank-you gift: an
attractive, practical Hardwick
Gazette ceramic mug. You
may have seen these mugs
at The Village Restaurant in
downtown Hardwick. They've
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been a big hit. And now you
can have one of your very own
for an annual commitment of
$120 or more.

The Gazette is a local-
ly-governed nonprofit, a
community enterprise dedi-
cated to serving a region
with no other reliable sources
for local news. You can step
forward right now and help
build a firm foundation for
this vital resource. Please
visit our “Donate” page
and commit to a sustaining
contribution.

Think of it as the Digital
Age version of an old-fash-
ioned barn-raising. We can
all join together to build
something that will benefit
the entire community. It all
begins with your generous

monthly support. Please
make your contribution today.
John Walters,

board member

Nonviolent protest against
unconstitutional actions

To the editor:

If you participated in the
March 2026 No Kings Day event,
thank you. It was the largest day of
protest in American history.

We are building to the 3.5%
of our nation’s population actively
engaged in nonviolent protest
against the  unconstitutional
actions of the Trump adminis-
tration. Research by political
scientists Erica Chenowith and
Maria Stephan shows that 3.5%
of a nation’s population, actively
engaged in nonviolent protest,
resistance and non-cooperation has
the best record for defeating
authoritarian regimes.

The U.S. Constitution
designed checks and balances to
ensure we would not be ruled by a
king; that our government would
serve its people. The second Trump
administration is ruling by exec-
utive order and working to disrupt
the midterm elections so Repub-
licans retain their majorities in
the House and Senate. The current
Congress’ Republican majority is
too scared or too corrupt to serve
as the check on a rogue executive.
The Supreme Court majority has
been hand-picked by theocrats
to do their bidding. We do not
currently have a functional system
of checks and balances. It’s now up
to us to ensure that our democracy
continues and that our government
serves “We, the people...” for
ourselves today and the future our
children will inherit.

You are needed!

Opportunity 1: Northeast

Kingdom Indivisible facilitates a
“What’s Next” meeting Monday,
April 13, from 4:30 to 5:45 p.m.,
Goodrich  Memorial  Library,
Main Street, Newport. Focus on
building power locally, protecting
our neighbors, and defending our
elections from sabotage. Questions
to hansonannel36@gmail.com.

Opportunity 2: Friday,
April 24, 5 to 8 p.m., Indivisible
Hardwick hosts a postcards/
potluck  gathering, Jeudevine
Library on North Main Street
in Hardwick, Parker Ladd
community room. Visit indivisible.
org/events/thursday-get-togeth-
ers-indivisible-hardwick/ (then
search “Hardwick”).

Both of these events are spon-
sored by local Indivisible groups,
not by the libraries where the
events take place.

Opportunity 3: Friday, May
1, “Workers Over Billionaires”
National Day of Resistance
through non cooperation. See
Maydaystrong.org for details.

Opportunity 4: Friday, May
8, statewide “ICE Out Vermont”
rally and actions at Taylor
Park, St. Albans. For more info
visit iceoutvt.org/.

If you've been waiting for a
course correction in the system of
governance that has served us for
250 years but which is now truly
under threat-please recognize that
you must be a player in the course
correction. Lend your hands, heart
and mind. We can do this.

Anne Hanson
Craftsbury
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YANKEE NOTEBOOK

by Willem Lange

EAST MONTPELIER -
Summer, 1958. I was in temporary
remission from higher education
and looking for work. I possessed
a copy of “On the Road” that I read
rather as a bible. I still have it; it’s
about eight feet behind me on the
bookshelf. I was driving a 1946
Plymouth sedan with no uphol-
stery inside, no carpets, and no
seats, except for a single salvaged
from a delivery van.

I was perpetually searching.
Gas didn’t cost much, but jobs
didn’t pay much. After stints as a
receptionist/pay clerk/telephone
operator at a job on 43rd Street
and a copy boy at the old Syracuse
Post-Standard, I decided to try my
luck in a small village in the high
peaks of the Adirondacks. My
prep school roommate had come
from there, and introduced me
to it. To my romantic eyes it was
beautiful beyond belief, with the
mountains climbing steeply from
the valley floor and a pristine
little river flowing swiftly through
the village.

It’s also in many ways a
very small town, especially after
Labor Day, when the summer
residents leave their cottages
and return to their cities. So you
can imagine the stir caused by
a genuine beatnik in an old car,

Woodsmoke

Joining the human race

wearing a thin, scraggly first
beard and with no visible means
of support, showing up suddenly
looking for work, haunting the
coffee shop (where Jeanie occa-
sionally slipped me something
a day old), and sleeping here
and there in his car (remember
the missing seats? Lots of room
there for a mattress and sleeping
bag). It was clean living on short
commons.

Jeanie one day gave me the
name of a local contractor whom,
she said, she’d go see about work if
she needed it. I did, I did, and I got
it. $1.35 an hour, 45 hours a week;
on Saturday noon I got, after
taxes, just about $45, which was
about enough to live on, if I dined
cautiously and did my own car
repairs. The local garage owner
let me use his back bay and tools
and sold me parts at just about his
cost.

I still needed a place to call
home, as it were. When I was
working in the woods, I could sleep
in the camp bunkhouse and wash
my duds in the lake, but between
stints I was back in the car. Then
somebody suggested a lean-to (a
three-sided shelter with a fire-
place in front, sometimes called,
by the uninitiated, an Adirondack
shelter) about a mile and a half up
a side brook valley, unmarked and
unadvertised and thus likely little

by Julie Atwood

“BEHOLD, THE FATTED CALF!”

used. “Just beyond the Deer Brook
crossing,” he said, if you look
left, you’ll see a very faint trail
heading down toward the brook.”
I slept there that night, and the
next evening brought my gear up
with me.

Life there could hardly have
been simpler. Balsam bough
floor, fireplace (never used; too
wasteful), a narrow shelf on one
log wall about shoulder-high used
only to keep things up out of the
way; it was readily accessible to
mice, raccoons, porcupines, and
bears. Comestibles in a metal
container; a two-burner Coleman
stove, a one-gallon white gas can.
For sleeping, an Ensolite pad and
a war surplus sleeping bag; clothes
in a stuff sack for a pillow. Flash-
light for checking out nighttime
sounds.

The brook was icy, good
for keeping my milk and bacon
cold, but almost insufferable
for bathing. The stove worked
beautifully. Oatmeal or Cream of
Wheat for breakfast with chunks
of crisp bacon, and hamburger, a
vegetable, and instant potatoes
for supper, with lots of cold water
(readily available).

I generally read till it was
too dark, but was far too frugal (a
child of World War II) to read by
flashlight. Dickens, mostly, and
Twain. Thoreau, too, inspired by
his “I went to the woods because

.” essay, but found him too
preachy. Having just come off 23
years of preaching and rectitude, I
found him a poor companion, and
guiltily took him back out to the
library in the car.

The car was parked in a lot a
mile and a half from the lean-to,
and about that same distance
to the village. Eventually, old
George Lamb lent me the use
of a free-standing screen porch,
sort of a gazebo, out behind his
house, which had the luxury of a
cot and a hanging light bulb. One
weekend I actually entertained
two Bennington coeds and Phil
Everly there, but that’s another
story.

I bathed daily in the river,
which was a damn sight warmer
than the brook, but by November
it was getting a bit too brisk even
for me. So I found a truly basic
apartment for $10 a month with a
water heater and began to join the
human race.

Talk with
Ray and Paul,
Fridays

Come in to Front Seat Coffee in Hardwick
at 10 a.m., Friday, and chat with
reporter Raymonda Parchment
and editor Paul Fixx from the Hardwick Gazette.
Talk about issues, Gazette coverage or just chat
about happenings in the area.

Hardwick Gazette

InpEPENDENT Local News Since 1889

hardwickgazette.com
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AnOTHER OPINION

2026 State of the Union essay contest winning essay

Congressional Record

Senate

VERMON

T STATE OF THE U NION ESSAY WINNERS

Ada Allen displays a copy of her essay for Bernie Sanders’ State of the Union
Essay Contest that has been entered in the Congressional Record.

by Ada Allen, third place
Craftsbury Academy,
sophomore

CRAFTSBURY - In a time
when America faces political
polarization, economic instability,
national security threats, as well as
social and environmental issues, our
citizens are feeling vast pessimism.
The nation’s future is uncertain, but
that doesn’t mean it is negative. If
we start investing in today’s youth,
we will foster the future of America.

A meaningful education is
the most integral step in students
progressing into capable adults.
Our youth are detached from their
education, as they feel it is irrel-
evant to them. Standardized test
scores provide one snapshot of an
educational system failing its youth.
According to a 2024 study from the
Nation’s Report Card on mathe-
matics, 45% of high school seniors
received scores below basic, and 33%
were at the basic level. For reading,
32% of students were below basic,
and 33% were at the basic level.

Another disturbing trend is
rising truancy rates, with many

courtesy photo

students not attending class.
Additionally, in one 2024 National
Education Association survey, it was
cited that “74 percent of members
said students are acting out and
misbehaving,” another telling sign
that students need stronger educa-
tional support.

A key missing piece of the
American education system is
after-school programs. While some
programming is available in U.S.
schools, the quality and overall abun-
dance is lacking, leaving students
adrift. According to a 2024 survey
from the Afterschool Alliance, only
37% of public schools offering any
afterschool programming reported
that they can accommodate all
students who want to participate
because of a lack of funding and
staff, further, only 28% of schools
reported offering any academic
enrichment after-school programs.
Rather than enriching their school
day with meaningful opportunities,
students are left isolated.

While these bleak facts may
seem insurmountable, schools,
communities and students can
work together to create a different

world, and I believe our shared
American future depends on it.
I propose that our government
invest in a transformational
change, the American Student
Community Corps (ASCC). Similar
to our investment in the Civilian
Conservation Corps (CCC) in the
1930s, this investment in Amer-
ica’s youth and communities would
help foster students’ intellectual
and social growth, while uplifting
and building communities.

ASCC would be a nationwide
afterschool = program  available
to all students in grades kinder-
garten through twelfth, serving as
a community-centered educational
resource. Students would partic-
ipate in various activities tailored to

their age level. Children in grades
kindergarten to fifth would focus
on building relationships with their
community and peers that help to
connect them to their education.
Children in grades sixth through
twelfth would take part in intern-
ships of their chosen focus with
support from ASCC, becoming active
in their community through place-
based work and learning. ASCC is a
solution for not only students’ well-
being and intellectual expansion, but
also a community capacity-building
organization. In a time when we are
focused on battling the here and now,
choose the future, because there will
be a time when the youth of today
lead the America of tomorrow, and
this matters for all of us.

Ada Allen’s State of the Union essay

receives award
by Paul Fixx

CRAFTSBURY - Craftsbury Academy Sophomore Ada Allen
was awarded third place in Bernie Sander’s 16th Annual State of
the Union Essay contest. Her essay proposing a community capac-
ity-building after school program was one of only 15 essays chosen
from 418 entries statewide.

She and 13 other high school student finalists participated in
a roundtable discussion with Bernie Sanders at the Vermont State
House, Saturday, March 21, noted an OSSU social media post. “Ada
and the other finalists received framed copies of their essays, which
Senator Sanders placed in the Congressional Record, the official
archive of the United States Congress.“

Allen said she did a lot of research for the essay which proposes
creation of an American Student Community Corps (ASCC). Modeled
on the Civilian Conservation Corps, it would support student interns,
connecting them with their communities and promoting well-being.

Her essay was written as an assignment for her AP United
States Government and Politics course. Entering it in the contest
was an optional, extra-credit option.

Allen learned about receiving the award when a random number
rang her phone. She answered it anyway and learned of her selection.
“I was surprised, then they sent an email” to confirm it, she said.

“Senator Sanders knows that real change and new ideas can
come from everyone , not just those in power, which is why he invites
Vermont high school students to write a 250-500 word essay focusing
on what they believe is a major challenge facing our country, and
how they would solve it,” says the contest web portal

“I like thinking of a problem and thinking of a solution to
it,” she said about the original idea that earned her award. “I like
reading and reading policy too, and learning about the foundations
of government.” She’s also taking AP English, which probably helped
with writing the essay, she said.

The judges are teachers and said her essay was well-formu-
lated, Allen said. “Bernie didn’t read the essays, but I think he would
support the idea I proposed.”

Her “inspiration for the topic was her interest in education,” she
said, adding she’d like to be a teacher, though she has plenty of time
to decide since she’s now a sophomore.

Each year, the President of the United States delivers a “State of
the Union” speech to Congress, to report on the state of our country
and outline priorities for the coming year.

Senator Bernie Sanders’ annual State of the Union Essay
Contest is designed to engage Vermont’s high school students on
the major issues facing the country. Over the past fifteen years,
over 6,600 students throughout Vermont have written essays about
critically important issues, including climate change, racial justice,
access to mental health care, the state of our democracy and much,
much more.
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AnOTHER OPINION

by Brittany Butler

CABOT - Act 181 and pending
legislation in the House affects
every facet of my work life. While
not the opinion of the town as a
whole, this is my experience. While
understanding the need for Act 250
reform, Act 181 is not the answer.
I keep hearing historic legislation:
this is historic, yes, it is historic
because at no other time has the
state of Vermont applied a location
based, not project based, system for
Act 250.

What does this mean? In my
town it currently means 25% of
land in Cabot will be required to go
through the entire Act 250 process
to build anything bigger than 200
square feet, even a single-family
home.

This will create an additional
cost for Vermonters that live here
and want to continue living here,
with an already high cost of living.
Any parcel that is not developed

Act 181 is not the answer

should have the ability to build a
single-family home without having
to go through Act 250.

Tier 3 is only supposed to
encompass 6 to 7% of land in
Vermont, while in Cabot it is 25%.
This is disproportionate across
municipalities, especially since
many towns will not have the
ability to opt in to Tier 1a or b. The
maps being used were also never
intended for regulatory purposes.

The impact on municipalities
will be felt as well, municipalities
that can opt in to Tier 1a or b will
have many changes that need to
be made to their zoning regula-
tions, districts will need to grow
and expand thoughtfully, as the
exemption area in many cases
does not have the infrastructure
necessary once you leave Chit-
tenden County.

Towns that don’t have the
ability to opt in get nothing,
except Tier 3 and the Road Rule,
effectively slowing down any

potential development.

Only 42 towns in Vermont can
opt in to tier 1a and 1b currently,
out of 252 municipalities.

Cabot is choosing to opt in, but
I don’t believe it will help us at all.
Existing parcels with an Act 250
permit will still have to go through
Act 250 for any new development,
even in an exempt area. In Cabot,
once you get out of the village, there
are very few parcels that are 10
acres or smaller so they will still
have to go through the Act 250
process as well.

The road rule, while not a new
implementation, will also do more
harm than good to small munici-
palities. If you are looking at areas
of Chittenden County and areas of
Washington county that the Road
Rule will encompass, then add Tier
3; small municipalities are left with
next to nothing that could be built
upon without triggering Act 250.

In closing Act 181 does nothing
for small municipalities but gives

every opportunity to large cities and
towns. It feels like we are forfeiting
the green space left in Chittenden
County and the few larger cities, not
in Chittenden, but placing extreme
measures on the small municipal-
ities when many are having a hard
time growing already.

Those of us that are waiting on
the new Tier 3 maps feel like we are
playing a game of Russian roulette,
and in this instance the ball landing
on your spot is not a good thing.

Cabot resident, Town Clerk,
Lister, Zoning Administrator and
Planning Clerk Brittany Butler
first submitted this for testimony to
the House Environment Committee
and the Senate Natural Resources
Committee in February where it
wasn’t heard. On March 25 it was
sent to the Rural Caucus for an
April 1 listening session where she
was given two minutes to testify.
That testimony and other Rural
Caucus resources can be found at
vtruralcaucus.com /resources

LEGISLATIVE REPORT

by Rep. Michael Southworth

MONTPELIER - The past
couple of weeks have been quite
active in the House. Many bills
have passed out of the House and
have gone to the Senate for consid-
eration. Some of the bills do not do
much other than correct language in
current laws which was identified as
needing the updates by Legislative
attorneys. I will highlight some bills
which are either passed by the House
or currently in consideration in the
House.

H.932 was passed by the
House. This bill clarifies Act 250
jurisdiction over property primarily
used for forestry. It ensures Act 250
jurisdiction only attaches to the
part of the property that is used for
development.

H.577 was passed by the House.
This bill establishes a Vermont
Prescription Drug Discount Card

Statehouse has been active

Program. It will pool purchasing
power with the state, other states
and territories to lower the cost of
prescription drugs.

H.949 was passed by the
House. This bill sets the education
property tax rate for the year. The
proposal from the governor was
to use $105 million to buy down
property tax rates for this year. The
estimated tax increase was to be
around 12%. Using this money to
buy down taxes would have brought
the proposed tax increase down to
3 to 4%, which is still too much in
my opinion. The committee and
some members of the House had a
different idea. To only use half of
the money for buy down this year
and the other half next year. This
would mean a 7% tax increase for
this year. The rationale was if this
wasn’t done, it would create a large
tax increase for next year. If we
were to freeze tuition and start the

foundation formula now, this would
not happen. There are bills which
have been introduced that would
do this. However, it seems no one
is willing to address the issues with
increasing taxes. I did not support
this bill.

H.951 was passed by the
House. This is what is referred to as
the “Big Bill” or, State FY27 budget.
It is a lot of money. What passed the
house is a $1.46 million increase
over the governors’ proposed
budget. I felt the proposed budget
was too much money based on what
we are seeing day-to-day in the
economic world. I certainly did not
agree with the increase and did not
support this.

H.941 was passed by the House.
This bill would prohibit municipal
regulation of agriculture activities
in areas other than what are known
as Tier 1A areas (densely populated,
urban areas). Farming is to include

You do NOT live in a news desert,
thanks to The Hardwick Gazette

No one else is covering your
town, your sports teams, your
events, your town government.
Democracy needs news. We
need you. We exist because of

your support

Keep local news alive.

DONATE NOW |
hardwickgaz::te.orgldonate

the growing of plants for personal
use, donation or sale, orchard crops,
maple sugaring and the raising
livestock.

H.955 is still in the House.
This bill is the newest version of the
education bill. I have read the bill
a couple of times. It creates study
committees, the hiring of contractors
for making recommendations, hiring
of many facilitators but fails to make
any substantive changes which will
address statewide, equal, student
success or the looming cost of the way
education is financed. As with last
year’s Act 73, which nothing came
from, this continues to kick the can
down the road. The balance within
all of this has yet to be determined.

Michael Southworth represents
the Caledonia-2 House District
(Hardwick, Stannard and Walden)
in the Vermont Legislature. He can be
reached via email at msouthworth@
leg.state.vt.us
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LEGISLATIVE REPORT

by Dave Yacavone

MONTPELIER - A long time
ago, when I was just a 22-year-old
untested college student, the select
board in Morristown appointed
me chair of the town planning
commission. It was the mid-1970s,
and land use planning and zoning
were still in their infancy.

I quickly realized I had been
thrown into the deep end of the
pool.

Some insisted zoning should
require a minimum of 25 acres
per house. Others argued for one
acre so that working families could
afford to build a home. And many
wanted nothing to do with zoning
at all. The argument, “It’s my land:
you have no right to tell me what
to do,” was not just common; it was
loud.

I had never had adults
hollering at me before. It was a
baptism by fire. What I learned,
though, was invaluable: if you
listen closely enough, you begin
to understand what is behind the
anger. Often, it is the fear of the
unknown.

Fast forward to today, and I am
reminded of those same emotions.

In 2024, the Legislature
passed Act 181, a law that
represents one of the most signif-
icant shifts in Vermont’s land use
policy in decades. Traditionally,
Act 250 applied based largely on
the size of a development. Act 181
changes that framework. Going
forward, the key question becomes

Good land use policy requires balance

not how big a project is, but where
it is located.

In simple terms, location, not
size, will determine when Act 250
applies.

Supporters argue this is a
necessary step. The law is designed
to encourage housing development
in village centers and areas with
existing infrastructure, while
protecting forests, farmland and
environmentally sensitive land.
At a time when Vermont faces a
real housing shortage, that goal is
understandable.

But for many Vermonters,
particularly those in rural areas,
the change feels like a heavy
burden, and once again, the
reaction has been strong.

One concern that resonates
deeply with me is something
very fundamental: the ability of
parents to give a piece of their
land to their children so they can
build a home. This has long been
part of rural life in Vermont. It
is about family, continuity and
putting down roots.

Act 181 does not prohibit this.
But in many cases, it will now
require Act 250 review, bringing
added cost, delay, uncertainty and
stress to what was once a straight-
forward and deeply personal
decision.

Farmers, who are among the
very best stewards of our land,
have voiced particular concern.
Many of them simply want the
ability to pass land along to the
next generation without navigating

LETTERS FROM READERS

With no hint of irony

To the editor:

Town  meeting can be
described in many ways, most of
them positive. But don’t call it a
representational democracy. In
Paul Fixx’s editorial in last week’s
Hardwick Gazette, he describes
Hardwick’s town meeting as a
“spirited example of representa-
tional democracy,” and with no hint
of irony, in the following sentence
he declares that only 11% of Hard-
wick’s voters were in attendance.
In his final sentence, he chalks up
the lack of attendance to apathy,
which I personally find insulting.

Here’s who was not repre-
sented at town meeting: People
who are immobile (I was in this
category due to a surgery), people
who live paycheck-to-paycheck
and can’t afford to take a day off,
people who have a job that does not
provide paid leave, people who have
paid leave but would prefer to use

it in another way, people who travel
for work or are on vacation, people
with no mode of transportation,
people who don’t have the capacity
to sit in a meeting of indeterminate
length (this is not apathy!). The
voting venue itself only holds 15%
of Hardwick’s voters. Presumably
if more than 15% showed up they
would have been turned away.
Those lucky enough to be
in attendance voted for a budget
that included funding an equity
committee. If we are genuinely
interested in equity, the top priority
for this committee should be
working with the secretary of state
to figure out how to get a ballot in
the hand of every registered voter
in Hardwick, including those who
have been disenfranchised due to
an antiquated (obsolete?) mode of
casting a vote.
Patrick Larsen
East Hardwick

a complicated and expensive state
permitting process.

To me, this is where the law
needs work.

There is no question that Act
181 has positive elements. Making
it easier to build housing in our
downtowns and village centers is a
step in the right direction. Encour-
aging smart growth and limiting
sprawl are worthy goals.

But we must also recognize
that the current approach places a
disproportionate burden on rural
Vermonters. The balance is not yet
right.

The Vermont Senate has
proposed delaying implementation
of Act 181 to allow time to address
these concerns. That is a prudent
step. As many of you know, I did not

vote in favor of Act 181. However,
I remain committed to working
constructively to fix it.

Good policy requires balance.
We can support housing devel-
opment and environmental
protection without undermining
the traditions and practical real-
ities of rural life.

Just as I learned back in the
1970s, when people raise their
voices, it is worth listening care-
fully. Behind the frustration we are
hearing about today are legitimate
concerns and it is our responsibility
to address them.

David Yacavone represents
Lamoille-Washington in the
Vermont Legislature, including
Elmore, Morristown, Woodbury,

Worcester and Stowe.

FAUX GNUS

The latest executive odors (sic.)
by President-for-Life Trumpf

by David K. Rodgers

#110,983 The new billion-
dollar bill will have my portrait
on the front of it and pictures of
Mar-a-Lago on the reverse.

#795,024 There will be an
automatic Presidential Pardon for
any ICE officer who is seriously
injured or kills a protester.

#371,967 Make Venezuela the
61st State.

#905,283 Statistics on
inflation will no longer be released
by the Federal Government.

#630,725 Girls and women
raped by guards at ICE detention
centers will not be allowed to have
abortions.

#319,570 Make Iran the 62nd
State.

#279,013 Facebook and other
online sites will be forced to reveal
the names of all those who have
posted anything critical of ICE.

#825,407 Christians who
follow the role model of Christ
rather than Trumpf will be
deported to prisons in North
Korea.

#597,265 Attack Cuba and
make it the 63rd State.

#128,593 The signs over the
entrances to ICE detention centers

Thanks

for saying

you saw it in the
Hardwick Gazette

hardwickgazette.org

will read, Work Makes Free and
Abandon All Hope Ye Who Enter
Here.

#319,085 Only people who
voted for me in the 2024 election
will be allowed to vote in the 2026
mid-term elections in November.

#207,963 Presidential
Pardons are available for anyone
making a substantial contribution
to my third term election campaign
(2028).

#173,090 All copies of the
popular children’s book “Watch
Out for Donny the Molester
Monster” will be confiscated and
burnt, and the author, illustrator
and publisher sent to a prison in
Russian Siberia.

#301, 927 Killing children in
foreign countries is not a crime.
They are just going to grow up and
become terrorists.

Brought to you by: Hate-
mongers for Trumpf, Insecure Men
Against Women Society, Unembar-
rassed Racists for Trumpf, Billion-
aires for Autocracy, Descendents of
Slave Owners for Trumpf, There
is No Limit to Evil Foundation
and the We Have All the Power
Federation.

And always remember: satire
is absurdity fighting insanity.
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LEGISLATIVE REPORT

by Rep. Leanne Harple

MONTPELIER - I want to
share an update on the education
bill that the House Education
Committee advanced.

At its core, this proposal
is about finding long-term,
sustainable ways to support our
schoolswhilerecognizing Vermont’s
rural reality and strong sense of
local identity. This work builds on
months of research and input from
across the state, including thou-
sands of Vermonters who contacted
us to emphasize the importance of
local voice in deciding the future of
our state’s educational landscape.
Just as important, the committee
kept front-and-center what works
in more populated areas doesn’t
always work in small towns like
ours.

First, the bill creates regional
Cooperative Education Service
Areas (CESAs). These are not
school mergers. They’re regional
partnerships designed to help
districts share services, coordinate
resources and reduce costs in
areas such as transportation, tech-
nology and cyber security services,
professional development, special
education support, and adminis-
trative coordination just to name
a few examples. The idea behind
CESAs is to help school districts
work together to save money while
keeping local identity intact.

Second, and this is the most
important part to understand, any

Education bill builds on months of hard work

school district mergers discussed
in this bill are strictly voluntary.
There are no forced mergers in
this proposal. Communities would
only move forward if local districts
see clear educational benefits in
consolidation and choose to explore
strategic mergers of their own
design. These mergers do not have
to follow the lines provided by the
sample map that is included in the
bill. That map is just provided as
an example. It is also important
to note that even if a district does
decide to explore a merger, the
final decision would come back
to the voters. That means any
merger would ultimately require
a community vote. Local residents
will have the final say, not the
Statehouse.

The goal is to give commu-
nities tools and options instead of
mandates. In some places, strategic
mergers could bring schools up to
scale and help expand opportu-
nities for students, such as through
better access to advanced classes,
technical programs, mental health
supports and extracurriculars that
are hard to sustain in very small
schools. But again, I really want
to emphasize that those decisions
would be made locally and only
move forward if voters agree.
Nothing in this bill requires a
community to merge, and nothing
happens without local approval at
the end of the process.

The bill now heads to

the House Ways and Means

Heller’s World by soe Helrer

He WANTS To KNow
IF WEVE GOT His BACK.
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Committee, where the focus
will shift to education funding,
which is another big piece of this
conversation.

As always, TIll continue
sharing updates, including at my
monthly coffee hour this Saturday
from 10 until noon at the Highland
Center for the Arts. Please reach
out if you have questions. These
decisions should be guided by
informed discussion and local
voices and ultimately, by the people
who live here.

I will end by saying that a
year ago, when Act 73 first passed,

I never would have believed that
we could be here a year later
embedding local decision-making
into the process, and getting this
bill out of the committee and onto
the House Floor has been the culmi-
nation of months of hard work and
difficult debate, culminating in a
huge and unexpected win for small
towns and rural communities.

It continues to be an honor to
serve our community.

Leanne Harple represents
Orleans-4, including the towns of
Albany, Craftsbury, Glover and
Greensboro.

LETTERS FROM READERS

Why does Vermont make it difficult
to keep strangers off our land?

To the editor:

There’s a lot of talk right
now about landowner rights being
violated and government over-
reach, but there’s a bill, H.723, now
before the Senate Committee on
Natural Resources and Energy that
would update Vermont’s land
posting laws, the rules governing
how landowners notify the public
that their property is off-limits to
hunting, fishing or trapping.

As the law currently stands,
landowners must physically post
and date signs every year, no
farther than 400 feet apart, and
annually record their property
with the town clerk for a small fee
if they want to keep strangers from
hunting, hounding or trapping on
their land without their knowledge.
Hunters, including those using
packs of hounds, may be on your
property, even at night, to hunt
certain species such asraccoons and
coyotes. If even one sign is missing
or improperly dated, your property
is no longer legally posted. People,
including hunters themselves, post
their land for different reasons, and
it is not the government’s place to
put such an unreasonable burden
on landowners.

During a February 18 House
Committee on Environment
hearing, Jason Batchelder, the
Vermont Fish and Wildlife commis-
sioner, didn’t try to hide his bias.
He said, “As a person who’s got
80,000 hunters, or 70,000 hunters,
depending on the year, that need
open, private land, I don’t want to
make the path too easy for folks to
slam the door on all these hunters.

. Ineed tolook out for the hunters
because I am one and because I am
protective of them.”

Why isn’t the commissioner
protective of the elderly, those
with disabilities and others who

are being forced to allow activities
on their land because they cannot
meet these strict land posting
requirements? Does the commis-
sioner pay our property taxes?
Maintain our land? Does he deal
with the consequences when your
property rights are ignored? No,
he does not. So why is he telling us
what to do on our land?

The Legislature has heard
from hundreds of Vermonters who
want to reclaim their property
rights from what they feel is a very
clear act of government overreach.
The original version of H.723
included a purple paint provision
which allows landowners to mark
trees or fence posts with purple
paint stripes as a legally recog-
nized substitute for posted signs,
which around 20 other states,
including Maine, have adopted.
That would have greatly eased
the posting burden and made
enforcement easier for wardens.
However, the commissioner
opposed that, because it seems
to me he doesn’t want to ease the
landowner’s burden.

The current version of the
bill is still worth supporting, as it
removes the requirement to date
the posted signs. As long as your
signs are legible, hunters, hounders
and trappers are required to keep
off. It also protects landowners in
case a sign blows away or is torn
down.

Vermont has one of the oldest
populations in the U.S., with close
to a quarter of our population 65
years or older. This bill provides
Vermonters like me with a more
practical solution to exercising my
property rights.

Lark Shields
Craftsbury

This letter first appeared in

VTDigger.
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100 Years ago in The
Hardwick Gazette,
April 8, 1926
Schools in Town
Open April 12th

The schools throughout town
will open on Monday, April 12th,
except the Center, which opens the
19th. The per cent of attendance
for the Winter term is as follows:
Jackson Bridge, 84; Mackville,
95; Center, 95; Cobb, 96; Haynes,
93; Hancock, 86; East Hardwick
Grammar, 93; Primary, 90. Thir-
ty-five pupils have had perfect
attendance. The total enrollment
is 153.

South Woodbury

Florence J. Rutledge, the
six-year old daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Perley Rutledge of Danville,
was instantly killed Wednesday
when kicked by a horse. The
animal was at the watering trough
and the child’s mother was holding
the halter when the horse in his
fright kicked the child in the head
and crushed her skull. The father
was working in Glover and Mrs.
Rutledge was alone on the farm
with her five young children.

75 years ago in The Hardwick
Gazette, April 5, 1951
FESTIVAL CHAIRMAN MEET
WITH KIWANIS CLUB

Committee chairman of the
Vermont Tulip Festival, which
takes place here, May 25, 26, 27
met at the regular weekly Kiwanis
meeting at the Hardwick Inn
Monday.

Following the dinner with
Sawyer G. Lee in charge, the
several committee chairman were
called on. Reports were given and
discussion was had on each of the
several projects, which are lining
up for another gala affair this year.

Miss Flora Coutts of Lyndon-
ville, executive secretary of the
Northeastern Vermont Devel-
opment Association was also a
guest. After listening to the several
reports Miss Coutts praised the
Kiwanis Club for such a fine
program which is being lined up
and offered some very fine sugges-
tions to help complete plans.

Some interesting features
which were also brought out during
the evening showed that Governor
Lee E. Emerson of Vermont and the
New England District Governor of
Kiwanis, Frederick Briscoe have
already accepted invitations to
attend the Festival and preceding
the Tulip Ball Saturday, May 26,
the Old Timers Square Dance
Team of Chelsea, Vt., will put on
some real exhibitions in costume
with their own music.

Past Lt. Gov. Gerald Ladd
in appropriate words presented
Past Pres. Earle Williams with
his seven year tab, which shows

perfect attendance for that period
of time.

PRICE CONTROL
SYSTEM FOR STATE
GROCERY STORES

A system of Price Control for
the State’s Grocery Stores, which
controls percentage margins that
Wholesalers and Retailers will
use in pricing market basket foods
will go into effect on Thursday,
April 5. The basis of pricing will
be percentage over cost instead
of percentage over sales, and it
is expected that the new system
will result in a great many price
changes, with decreases consid-
erably exceeding increases. In
making the announcement, James
dJ. Carney, Acting District Director,
pointed out that the regulations
establish the highest price that can
[be] charged. All Wholesalers and
Retailers are free to sell below the
established ceiling prices.

Among major foods covered
in the new regulations are butter,
packaged cheese, baby foods,
cocoa, breakfast cereals, coffee
and tea, flour, flour mixes, canned
and frozen fruits and vegetables,
jams and jellies, lard, mayonnaise
and salad dressings, shortenings,
canned meats and canned fish.
More than half the food purchases
in Vermont’s retail food stores are
coverec. Carney explained that the
new regulations take these foods
from under the general “freeze”
order and put them under a system
of Price Control which was proven
effective during the war period.
Major grocery items not covered
are fresh milk and cream, fresh
meats, bread, fresh fruits and
vegetables, sugar, ice cream, soft
drinks and candy. Except for fresh
fruits and vegetables, prices of all
grocery items not covered remain
frozen under the General Ceiling
Price Regulation.

50 years ago in The Hard-
wickian, April 8, 1976
Greensboro Topics
With Bea White

GREENSBORO - Mr. and
Mrs. Ralph Silver and daughter,
Amy Beth, of Springfield, Mass.
spent several days at the Gebbie
farm last week. Roscoe Allen and
family of New Hampshire called on
Mrs. Bernard Withers on Saturday.

Mrs. Marjorie Lapierre and
Mrs. Madeline Gebbie were in
Morrisville Tuesday to do some
shopping and they were dinner
guests of Mrs. Hilda Demars.

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Hill
displayed a nursery exhibit at the
flower show in Barre last week.

Jane Greaves and friend
from Morrisville spent Sunday
afternoon in the Gebbie sugar
house, watching Donald boil sap
into syrup. Schools were closed

| '—~ (BN F'." -
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Hundreds of seedlings soak up the spring time warmth at
Amanda’s Greenhouse in Cabot last week. Many of the
plants were started from seed, while others, protected
under patent laws, arrived as cuttings. Either way, the
rich earthen aroma of the greenhouse is a sure sign of
warmer times to come, even if the snow won’t leave.

(photo by Chris Dodge)

'

The Hardwick Gazette, April 11, 2011

last Friday because of teachers
convention.

Mr. and Mrs. Irwin White
along with Mrs. Leona Collier and
Mrs. Doris Hall were in Coventry
Thursday to attend Eureka
Grange. The three ladies were
judges for the cooking contest.

Peter Gebbie and two friends
of Richmond are spending two
weeks in Florida.

Several from town visited the
open house for Mrs. Vera Hutchins
in Stannard last Saturday
afternoon. It was her 80th birthday.

On Thursday, Mrs. Mary
Merrill was at school and showed
her slides of Guatemala and told of
her experiences there during the
earthquake.

On Monday night, Donald
Drown, Irwin White, Fred Ling
and William Massey attended a

meeting to plan the annual
Inter-Faith Banquet.

25 years ago in The Hardwick

Gazette, April 11, 2001

Area Libraries Receive

Gates’ Computer Grants
by Jo Gilder

Area library systems lack the
financial resources to provide wide-

spread public access to technology.
The Bill and Melinda Gates’ Foun-
dation is coming to the rescue with
grants for new computers through
a program it created called the
Library Program. The libraries are
also being given some much needed
funds by the Freeman Foundation.
Bill Gates, the founder of Microsoft,
and his wife, Melinda, are dedi-
cated to reversing the digital
divide. The nearly 16,000 public
libraries in the United States were
offered access to computers and
digital information through their
foundation.. Linda Wells, librarian
for the Craftsbury Public Library,
confirmed Friday that library
will receive two computers from
the Gates Foundation along with
money from the Vermont Public
Library Foundation. Librarian
Jennette Abbot, of the Cabot Public
Library, said her library will also
receive both foundation grants and
two computers.

Greensboro Free Library, the
Jeudevine Memorial Library, and
the Walden Community Library
are other local grant recipients.

Jeudevine Memorial Library’s
Lisa Sammet completed both grant

See WEEKS, Next Page
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applications for both libraries

while Wells and Abbott stated

their grant applications were still

being worked on by their trustees.
10 years ago in The Hardwick

Gazette, April 6, 2016
Budget Heading
Toward A Surplus
by Will Walters

CABOT - With the budget
entering the home stretch tothe end
of the fiscal year May 30, business
manager Christina Kimball said
as of Feb. 29 the school may end
the year with a surplus of $38,000.
Currently, expenses are running
within 1 percent of the budget.

Kimball said all purchases are
on hold except for necessary items
that cannot be pushed forward.
She said there is a big savings in
psychological services because not
as many contracts as expected
were needed.

An expense that is higher
is staff taking benefits above the
number that was estimated. There
is also an unanticipated contract
position for pre-k that is not
reimbursable.

A
HEN purcha:;ing
your Spring hat
consider Quality, Ser-
vice, and Style, and not
simply a covering for
the head. All you can
ibly demand is to
found in hats bearin
the Lamson-Hubbari

trade mark.

For sale by

" C. H. WHITE

—

Calais resident Fletcher Dean sits on the statehouse steps at a Montpelier
rally attended by thousands of Vermonters last Saturday. The No Kings Day
3 event organized by Indivisible featured speakers, music and a commitment
to nonviolent action. photo by Ross Connelly

The Hardwick Gazette, April 8, 1926
Kimball said fiscal operations € rarawick Gazette, April o,

will be higher because of a higher

interest rate on the tax antici- Walker directed “The Importance

of Being Ernest,” which opened

pation note. She said two tuition
students have not returned to the
school, which reduces revenues.
The Capital Reserve Fund has a
balance of $63,625.

Cabot student and School
Board representative  Megan

THE NEW
| TELEPHONE

DIRECTORY
For The ST. JOHNSBURY DISTRICT

\!SFEOSING

e Now is the fime fo motify
(v L) W

your local Telephone Business
Office of any changes to be =5
made in your directory liste ’*‘%
ing, and to arrange for addi- \T\%
tional residence or business ‘%’%’w
listings, or advertising in the |
classified pages.

The Telephone Company B

(NEW ENGLAND TELEPLONE & TELEGRAPH COMPANY) |

The Hardwick Gazette,
April 5, 1951

March 18 for a two day run at the
Cabot School Preforming [sic] Arts
Center. Nine Cabot Community
Theater actors were cast for the
play.

Walker reported to the School
Board on the production. She
and fellow representative Alisha
Celley also said students of grades
nine-11 visited Champlain College
where they engaged in a question
and answer session with a panel of
the colleges [sic] students.

Principal Dave  Schilling
said bicycle skills and safety will
be incorporated into physical
education for the next month in
cooperation with Localmotion.
He said there is an anticipated
opening posted for a high school
science educator.

Superintendent Nancy
Thomas announced she will retire
in 15 months.
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Now hiring
Firefighter/EMTs

Stowe Fire Rescue is building a modern, disciplined Fire & EMS
department, and we're looking for people who want more than
just a paycheck. We want motivated professionals ready to work,
improve, and be part of a team that shows up. Stop sitting on the
sidelines. If you want a job that matters, this is it.

WHAT YOU GET

* 42-hour work week * 12 and 24-hour shifts * 5 day stretches off
every month « Competitive pay (and may be more based on qualifi-
cations and experience) Firefighter/EMT $25.39-$27.48, Firefighter/
AEMT $26.49-$28.67, Firefighter/Paramedic $28.00-$30.31 « Over-
time opportunities « Robust benefits including health and dental, paid
leave, VMERS D pension and more

WHAT YOU’'LL DO

* Fire suppression « EMS response and patient care « Rescue opera-
tions « Train hard and operate as part of a professional team
MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS

* Firefighter Level | « NREMT* (Paramedic certification desired) * Valid
driver’s license

CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT

» CPAT certification within 6 months of hire « *AEMT certification within
2 years of hire (department support available)

WHY STOWE FIRE RESCUE

» We are building for the future * Strong leadership, clear expecta-

VERMONT

WOOdbury: Enjoy private lakefront

apartment with two bedrooms, living space, bath-
room, private laundry in popular summer vacation
spot. $850 plus $300 utilities. (802) 863-5625 or
HomeShareVermont.org for application. Interview,
references, background checks required. EHO.

tions, and high standards A department that invests in its people and
training « Work that matters every shift
THIS JOB IS FOR YOU IF * You are motivated * You want to be part
of something bigger * You are ready to work and be part of a depend-
able team

More information can be found at stowevt.gov/jobs. Submit cover
letter and resume to recruit@stowevt.gov. Application deadline is May
k 1, 2026. The Town of Stowe is an equal opportunity employer. J
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MONTHLY MUSINGS

TRISH PASSMORE ALLEY

Billy’s birthday

SHELBURNE — My dear husband, Bill Alley, will be 90 years old on
April 20. He asked me the other day, “How can this be?” I told him he’s
been working on it for 90 years. We laughed about being a piece of work!
Laughter is a gift at 90.

Bill is the oldest of four children, Billy, Nancy, Jimmy and Timmy.
Whenever Bill called home when he was young, the first question his
father asked was, “Anyone get killed?” No one ever did. When Bill was in
his 50s, his mother still warned, “Billy Alley, I will not bring you peanut
butter and jelly in jail!” To my knowledge, the only night Billy spent in
jail was voluntary. I still tease him that he had to outgrow some bad
habits before we met in 1985 as Vermont delegates to the White House
Conference on Small Business. He has always been creative. It’s not
everyone who joins the circus in his 70s.

An Olympian, Bill set the world record in the javelin. Pursuing
his love of sports, Bill’'s most fun invention was the Silly Putter. It
allowed you to putt a golf ball around a tree. It began, of course, with
a mistake. His best-known invention is a carbon fiber fly rod. The butt
was borrowed from his golf club shaft. The tip was a straight catheter
tube. Fascinated by medicine, Bill says his most prized patent is for
the blood pump on the kidney dialysis machine. It saved many lives of
people he never met.

Bill is known by many names: Bill, Billy, Willie, Dad, Pop Pop, Uncle
Willie and Mr. Bill, all with affection.

Here is a poem to celebrate Billy’s Birthday.

Billy’s Birthday

Billy was a surprise on April 20, 1936
to a teenage girl and the boy next door.
He has surprised us ever since.
Billy had a rocky start.
As a child, he took everything apart.
Blowing the porch off the house wasn’t smart.
He channeled his energy into sports
and earned far better, even glowing reports:
All-American in track and on basketball courts.
Bill’s inventions are too many to mention.
He’s worn them all without pretension.
Self-employed, he has no pension.
The people he’s helped are his biggest rewards.
They mean more to him than his many awards.
Ninety now, he’s still looking forward.
His only competitor now is time
There are days when not everything rhymes.
I wish him a future to savor the sublime.
My husband of almost thirty-eight years,
in my life he has no peers.
Our daily “I love you” calls bring us both to tears.
In the spirit of April showers, if you know him, send Billy a

birthday card.

VOICES OF SPIRIT

The lost art of getting lost

by Reverend Sarah Lammert

GREENSBORO - It has
become rare to get lost while navi-
gating unfamiliar places with GPS
on our phones.

Early in my driving days I
relied on maps and the kindness
of strangers to keep me on course,
but getting lost was my way to
learn my way around. Getting
lost helped me discover new
neighborhoods and places, some-
times to great delight. Getting
lost could be humbling. It forced
me to become self-reliant on the
one hand, while learning when to
ask for help.

Getting lost can be scary. A
friend went for a run in the woods

in Maine, only to find that the blue
trail markers she was following
started to thin out just as the light
was beginning to dim on an early
summer evening. She became
frightened when she realized she
hadnt seen a marker in quite a
while just as it was starting to get
chilly and truly dark. Thankfully
she managed to find her way back
to her car safely, but the expe-
rience stuck with her and gave her
greater respect for the woods.
Just as the literal expe-
rience of getting lost becomes less
common, it feels like collectively
we are all feeling a little lost
these days. Many of the bedrock
ideals of democracy are being
threatened; people are feeling

anxious and worried about jobs
and affordability; we are at war
for reasons unclear at best; and
life and liberty are no longer guar-
anteed for many.

Ironically, some of the skills
we learn when we get literally
lost might serve us well in these
confusing and tumultuous days:
Learning what tools we need
to survive, figuring out how to
navigate  unfamiliar  spaces,
growing our willingness to ask
for help and building the personal
grit required to persevere in the
face of uncertainty and fear.

A friend of my daughter’s
who recently became ordained as
a minister likes to say she has one
message to share: “Another world
is possible, and the only way to get

Just say,

“Charge it!”
VISA and MasterCard
accepted for subscriptions
and advertising.
Display advertisers with
current accounts
eligible for 5% discount.

TaE HARDWICK

GAZETTE
(802) 472-6521

there is collectively.”

I think about this often.
No one person can save us; no
one individual can lead us out of
the current climate of fear and
division.

Yet, If we can admit that we
are lost, perhaps we can begin to
build a new path together. It will
require persistence, living with
uncertainty and being willing to
ask for help.

Let’s work to clear paths
toward new destinations.

Reverend Sarah Lammert
is the founder of Shared Vision
Consulting in Vermont and works
as the Federal Chaplaincies
Endorser for the Unitarian
Universalist Association.

. 7
Great quality
clothing
(Now taking donations of
new and like-new spring and
summer clothing.)

~ Angel Outfitters
® Thrift Sho

United Church of Hardwic
' South Main Street, Hardwick
(802) 472-6800

Hours: Thurs. 11-2; Sat. 9-2
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OUR NEIGHBORHOOD

by Kelly Bogel Stokes

HARDWICK - Barred Woods
Maple is an organic and ecologically
conscious maple sugaring business
located in northern Vermont. They
produce maple syrup from their
300 acre sugarbush, which is part
of a much larger parcel of land
conserved through the Vermont
Land Trust. They also use their
syrup to create value-added
products including maple sugar
and granola at CAE’s Vermont
Food Venture Center (VFVC) in
Hardwick.

Their big red sugarhouse, built
in 2021, sits on an eastern slope of
Cold Hollow Mountain in the town
of Belvidere. Barred Woods is a
collaborative partnership among
four owners that began in 2017 as
a way to conserve land and work
within their rural community to
help employ people. Their love for
the land, ecology, and habitat, and
their intent for a working land-
scape that fosters the economy and
community led to a sugaring oper-
ation that now employs around 10
people year-round, making Barred
Woods one of the largest employers
in their small rural town.In 2025,
Barred Woods ran 27,000 taps from
their 300 acre sugarbush.

The highest elevation on their
parcel reaches over 3,000 feet
in elevation, near the summit of
Cold Hollow Mountain. With the
sugarhouse at around 1,100 feet
in elevation, gravity helps the sap
flow downslope, and they also have
a vacuum releaser system to pull
the sap into the sugarhouse.

“This year, we tapped about
34,000 trees. It was another big
year for snow, so we did have to
spend some time digging out our
sap lines, despite them hanging
at around five or six feet above
the ground. The sugaring season
is off to a good start. The weather
has been a little inconsistent, with
longer stretches of below-freezing
temperatures where the sap does
not run, but it looks like we have
some good looking sugar days
ahead,” said Daniel Paggi.

On a tour of the sugarhouse,
co-owner, Matt Paggi, explains
how the eastern slopes of their
sugarbush, and the mountainous
ecology of Vermont generally,
is an optimal habitat for sugar
maples, which favor moist, but
well-drained soils. Though it’s
a challenge to navigate on the
mountainous ridges in winter,
when snow is often at least five
feet deep, they use ATVs, snow
shoes, and often end up wading
through deep snow to tap the trees
from the end of December through
February.

Barred Woods Maple, from taps to bottle

The sugarhouse, which
also houses their packaging and
labeling warehouse is the most
active when the sap is flowing
during March and April. A cycle
of nighttime freezing and daytime
thawing temperatures creates
negative nighttime and positive
daytime pressures in the maple
tree. When a maple is tapped,
the sap will flow through the hole
in the trunk because positive
daytime pressures inside the
tree are greater than the outside
air pressure. On average, maple
sap is roughly 98% water and 2%
sugar. Barred Woods uses reverse
osmosis to concentrate the sugar
content before boiling, significantly
reducing the evaporation time and
saving energy: Matt explains if the
sap coming in is at 2% sugar, the
reverse osmosis system brings it
to roughly 20% sugar, effectively
reducing the amount of time for
evaporation by ten times.

Another benefit is that
they are able to recycle all of the
byproduct water from the reverse
osmosis to clean their equipment
systems. After reverse osmosis,
the concentrated sap is refrig-
erated at about 34 to 35 degrees
Fahrenheit, and is held at that
temperature until it goes into the
evaporator. For boiling, the evapo-
rator is brought up to temperature,
to about 217 degrees Fahrenheit,
which is maintained and monitored
during the boil. The buoyancy of
the syrup is also closely moni-
tored with a hydrometer to ensure
that the density, and thereby the
sugar concentration, is correct and
consistent. As it finishes boiling,
the syrup moves from the evapo-
rator pans through a final filtration
process and finally into storage
barrels, which are sealed at a high
temperature.

Barred Woods’ record for
syrup production in 2025 was 25
barrels, or 1,000 gallons of syrup
in one day. On average, they are
able to process about 400 gallons of
syrup per day during the sugaring
season.

In Hardwick, there is a
wonderful maple smell in the air
at the VFVC when Barred Woods
Maple uses the kitchen to turn
their syrup into sugar for bulk sale,
spices, and granola products. They
started working at VFVC in 2017
when their sales were increasing
but they didn’t have a full kitchen
that was inspected for food safety,“
said Barred Woods Maple co-owner
Barb Paggi.

“The VFVC is great. The
people are really friendly and very
helpful. We use equipment and
the storage facility for products.
It works great for us because we

Some ofthe Barred Woods Maple team atthe sugarhouse in Belvedere, Spring
2025, are front, (from left) Brian Kohr with co-owners Matt and Barb Paggi;
rear Lily Langlois, Lucy Worthington, Lozen Worthington, co-owner Harvey
Chaffee, Ezra Worthington and Brian KOhr’s dogs Samara and Porter. Not
pictured are co-owners Dawn Hall, Char Reed and Lisa Chaffee

photo by Kelly Bogel Stokes

don’t have the space to do this at
our facility. As we've grown, we’ve
been able to get more kitchen
time.”

Barred Woods typically uses
VFVC kitchens three times per
week, using about one barrel (or
40 gallons) of syrup each visit to
produce about 250 pounds of sugar
and 100 bags of maple granola
products.Back in Belvidere, they
bottle syrup for retail and package
and label nearly 250 pounds of
maple sugar each day for sale and
to mix into other products.

Because Vermont is the high-
est-producing state for maple syrup,
Barred Woods has diversified their
market with value-added products.
Although the whole team brain-
storms new products together,
Barb takes the lead on creating
new recipes for value-added
products. For each barrel of syrup
in storage, the team measures the
sugar content with a glucometer,

and makes notes on which barrels
will be best suited for each product.
They have found that the lighter,
amber syrup is best for their sugar
and maple cream.

This spring 2026, Barred
Woods will be breaking ground on
another facility at the sugarhouse
site in Belvidere that will hold
a commercial kitchen to replace
the work they currently do at
the VFVC. They received a grant
for middle-of-the-supply-chain
producers through the Inflation
Reduction Act, which will help fund
the new facility and expand their
level of production, which in turn
will increase their bulk purchasing
from smaller scale maple syrup
producers who often have a hard
time finding buyers.

Learn more about Barred
Woods Maple and purchase their
delicious maple syrup and other
products online at barredwoods-
maple.com/.
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The most important news is close to home.

Over 15,000 people saw our Farout Gazette, April 1. It's easy to make up fake news, but we do that just one day a year. We know
it's important you have straight-up facts without spin. We’re careful to do that.

Our staff live in the communities we serve, so we know the governments and businesses in your area.
Just for fun, some readers share what our April Fools issue of the Farout Gazette meant for them.
Nice job, you all!!! - D.B., Glover
{The} April Fools issue :) brought a smile to my face, most welcome in these challenging days. Thanks for putting so much into it.
BTW: you can thank {board members} John Walters specifically: he’s how | came to donate and subscribe and I'm glad for it.

You folks do a great job. - M.R., Burlington

Nicely done. Journalism at its finest . . . or at least most creative. - J.H., Hardwick

AL AT AT AT
o o o P.H., Barnet

Just read your April issue. Excellent work! - S.B., St. Johnsbury

You're not a fool, you're interested, you understand. Keep valued local news coming by making a
monthly donation at

LO'CAL NEWS DAY

April 9 is Local News Day, a national day of action
connecting communities like ours with trusted local news
and celebrating news that brings us together at
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In THE GARDEN

by Deborah J. Benoit

NORTH ADAMS, Mass. —
Spring is in the air. While it’s still
too soon to plant, there’s plenty
to do, even before the snow has
entirely cleared, to get ready for
the upcoming growing season.

Before setting foot in the
garden, sort through garden tools
and other equipment. Make a list of
items that need replacement (such
as broken tools) or need more of (like
plant supports or tomato cages).
Clean and sharpen tools so that
they’re ready to use when needed.

Take a walk around the yard
and garden to check for surprises
winter may have left behind.
Gather up fallen limbs, along with
litter or debris that may have
blown in during winter storms, to
tidy things up. Broken, damaged,

Getting ready for spring in the garden

or diseased branches on trees or
shrubs should be removed before
they cause further damage.

This is a great time to start a
compost pile. Whether it is a simple
pile in a corner of the yard for vege-
tative waste from spring cleanup
or something tidier like compost
bins, select and define an area
for composting. Spring cleanup of
the remains of last year’s garden,
fallen leaves and early sprouting
weeds will likely generate plenty
of material to compost over the
coming weeks. Never add diseased
plant material or seed heads from
weeds to your compost pile.

After the ground thaws,
collect a soil sample and send it
for a professional soil test. It’s easy
and inexpensive to do. The results
will provide valuable information
regarding a garden’s soil, including

available nutrients and recom-
mendations for soil amendments
and fertilizers. See go.uvm.edu/
soiltest for more information on
obtaining a soil test.

Once the results of a soil test
are in hand, obtain any recom-
mended soil amendments. Wait to
apply them until excess water in
the garden has drained or dried
up before digging or turning the
soil. Working soil that’s too wet
can compact the soil and destroy
its structure, making it difficult for
plants to grow.

If starting new beds or reclaim
an area overrun by weeds, consider
smothering weeds using solar-
ization or occultation to make the
job easier. This involves trimming
back grass or weeds close to the
soil surface, then covering the area
with a secured tarp.

Refreshing mulch in perennial
beds can help reduce germination
of weed seeds. It also makes pulling
any weeds that do appear easier.

Consider starting a journal to
keep track of important dates
and observations in the garden,
and supplies ordered, as well as
planting and harvest information.
Details that seem memorable now
will fade as the season progresses.

The arrival of spring brings
with it all the possibilities of a new
year in the garden. Get these tasks
done early, to have more time to
enjoy the garden.

Deborah Benoit is a UVM
Extension Master Gardener from
North Adams, Mass., who volun-
teers as a garden columnist and
participates in Bennington County
Extension Master Gardener
Chapter activities.

THE OUTSIDE STORY

by Paul Fixx

U.S. — Hummingbird Central
offers crowd-sourced interactive
maps tracking the northward
migration of hummingbirds each
spring. They had been sighted as
far north as south-eastern Penn-
sylvania on April 4.

Tracking of the annual spring
hummingbird migration is done
with the help of viewers as they
submit their first hummingbird
sightings from their locales. Each
species on the map is shown in
a different color with the ruby-
throated most common in the east.
Access the latest maps and learn
more at hummingbirdcentral.com.

Many hummingbirds spend the
winter in Central America or Mexico,
and migrate north to their breeding
grounds in the southern United
States and western states as early as
February, and to areas further north
into Canada later in the spring.

Some, however, do not
migrate, in areas like California
and the upper Pacific coast, and
the countries of Central America
and South America.

Although there are differing
views in the birding community
as to what triggers the start of
migration, it is generally thought
that hummingbirds sense changes
in daylight duration, and changes
in the abundance of flowers, nectar
and insects. Instinct also plays
a role in making the decision to
migrate.

During migration, a humming-
bird’s heart beats up to 1,260 times
a minute, and its wings flap 15 to
80 times a second.

Hummingbird migration map available now

To support this high energy
level, a hummingbird will typi-
cally gain 25 to 40% of their body
weight before they start migration
in order to make the long trek over
land and water.

They fly alone, often on the
same path they have flown earlier
in their life, and fly low, just
above tree tops or water. Young
hummingbirds must navigate
without parental guidance.

Hummingbirds fly by day
when nectar sources such as
flowers are more abundant. Flying
low allows the birds to see, and
stop at, food supplies along the
way. They are also experts at
using tail winds to help reach their
destination faster, consuming less
energy and body fat.

Research indicates a
hummingbird can travel as much
as 23 miles in one day. However,
during migration they may cover
up to 500 miles at a time. Their
average speed in direct flight is
in the range of 20 to 30 mph, and
up to three times that fast during
courtship dives.

The spring migration can be
hard on the hummingbird popu-
lation as they move north from
their winter homes.

Stops along the way may be
for a few minutes, or a few days
at more favorable locations with
abundant food supplies.

Strong cold fronts moving
south over the Gulf make flying
difficult as the birds deal with
headwinds and heavy rain, over
long distances with no shelter.
Food is non-existent over the open
waters.
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Hummingbird Central’s migration map shows the northward advance of hum-
mingbirds this spring as of April 4, with red showing the ruby-throated most

prevalent in the eastern U.S.

First arrivals in the spring,
usually males, can be seen in Texas,
Louisiana and other sites along
the Gulf Coast in late January to
mid-March.

As the spring progresses,
sightings are reported further
north, even into Canada.

Hummingbird Central
typically tracks the spring
hummingbird migration from late-
January into May of each year, with
the help of viewers as they submit
their first hummingbird sightings
in their areas. Sightings are also
tracked in the summer and fall.

Hummingbirds are found
only in the Western Hemisphere,

Map courtesy Google

with almost half the species living
in the “equatorial belt” between
10 degrees north and south of the
equator. The hummingbird family
has 366 species and 112 genera,
mostly south of the United States.
Hummingbirds comprise the family
Trochilidae, among the smallest of
birds, with most species measuring
in the 3 inch to 5 inch range.

Learn more about the
Hummingbirds of the World, and
how many species there are in
North America, Central America,
South America and in the islands
of the Caribbean Sea at humming-
birdcentral.com/hummingbirds-of-
the-world.htm.

NOTICE TOWN OF HARDWICK

HYDRANT FLUSHING

experience dirty water, please let

office at 472-6120.

The Town of Hardwick Public Works Department will be conducting
hydrant flushing during the week of April 20-24. Flushing will begin at
North Main Street. All hydrants in the Village will be flushed. If you

clears. If you have any concerns, please contact the Town Manager’s

your faucets run until the water
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THE OUTSIDE STORY

by Julia Janson

NORWICH - In spring,
when temperatures rise above
40 degrees Fahrenheit and usher
in gentle rains, a plethora of life
emerges from the forest. Last
year, I went out on such a night
to catch the spring migration of
amphibians. I could feel the rain
coming before it hit the ground.
Cold damp air sank through my
rain gear as I donned my reflective
vest and walked the length of
North Lincoln Street in Keene,
N.H. My headlamp was the only
source of light on the dark, empty
street.

Normally, these conditions
would have kept me indoors,
where it was warm and dry, but
not on this night. This night was
supposed to be a big night, with
amphibians moving en masse
from their hibernation grounds to
bodies of water to begin mating.

I paused as soon as I heard a
faint but high-pitched call coming
from the trees. It was a spring
peeper. I was not the only one

Crocuses appear in a Hardwick yard,
last week, on Saturday, April 4.
photo by Paul Fixx

Why did the frog cross the road?

who could feel the rain coming;
the frogs could feel it too.

The timing and presence of
rainfall have a powerful effect on
frogs. Researchers at University
of North Carolina have found that,
when frogs hear thunder, even if
it is not yet raining, it stimulates
males to croak, and both sexes to
begin migration. Frogs are ecto-
thermic, or cold-blooded; they
sense environmental changes,
such as temperature, humidity,
and sound, through their skin.
During late fall, when the air is
cold and dry, frogs release sugars
to protect their organs from
freezing and hormones to induce
sleep. When conditions become
warm and wet in early spring, it
serves as a biological alarm clock,
rousing frogs from their winter
beds.

As the frogs dig their way
out of the dirt and take in the
nighttime air, the high moisture
content also triggers hormones
that urge them to mate. This
prompts them to begin their
annual migration to the nearest
bodies of water. Unfortunately,
many get run over by vehicles
as they try to cross busy roads.
This is why I was out in the
rain, volunteering as a brigadier:
someone who helps frogs safely
cross roadways.

The frog calls grew louder as
the mist surrounding me turned
into a soft drizzle. Squinting, I
pulled up my hood and continued
down the street. Rain water
shimmered in the light of my
headlamp. Frogs squatted in
puddles beneath dripping ferns,
and others leapt out in front of
me.

I scooped up a wood frog no
bigger than my thumb. Its smooth
skin shined with a reddish luster.
The sheen was mucus, a slimy
coating, which helps keep frogs
cool and moist.

TOWN OF GREENSBORO
PO BOX 119
GREENSBORO, VT 05841 802-533-2911
townclerk@greensborovt.gov

ACCEPTING SUMMER ROAD BIDS

The Town of Greensboro is accepting bids for the following:

Paving
Roadside Mowing

Winter Sand Screening at Greensboro’s Gravel Pit in Glover
Gravel Crushing at Greensboro’s Gravel Pit in Glover
Please contact the Town of Greensboro, PO Box 119, Greens-
boro, VT 05841, or 802-533-2911 or at townclerk@greensborovt.
gov for more details. All bids must be in the Town Clerk’s office by
noon on Wednesday May 20th, 2026. Bids will be opened at the
May 27, 2026 Selectboard meeting.

The Selectboard reserves the right

to accept or reject any and all bids.

Wood Frog

As frogs absorb moist air and
water through their skin on wet
nights, their skin secretes more
mucus and their lungs expand.
This allows them to project their
calls over long distances. Some
calls can be heard from over a
mile away. For females, these
calls serve as beacons guiding
them along the forest floor as they
travel to their breeding grounds.

The wood frog croaked as I
placed it in my bucket. Its call
resembled the quack of a duck.
As I carried it across the street, 1
picked up another frog. By the end
of the night, I had helped more
than 80 frogs cross the street.

According to the Interna-
tional Union for the Conservation
of Nature, habitat loss and road
mortality are two of the greatest
threats to global frog populations.
Climate change, and the presence
and timing of rainfall, can also

impact frogs’ survival and repro-
duction. Some studies suggest
that climate change will rouse
frogs from hibernation earlier in
the year, leading to premature
migrations and breeding. These
early warm spells, known as false
springs, put frogs at risk of star-
vation, dehydration, and freezing
if temperatures drop again. Other
studies suggest a dry spring could
delay these behaviors, leading to
a shortened breeding season.

If you go outside on a rainy
night this spring, be on the
lookout for amphibians. You may
hear frogs calling or see them on
the move. They are embarking
on the most dangerous journey of
their lives, and we can help them
reach their destinations safely.

Julia Janson is a writer
and former naturalist living in
Norwich. Illustration by Adelaide
Murphy Tyrol.

HardWiCk Large furnished bedroom

and shared half-bath in spacious 1800s farmhouse.
Plant enthusiast seeking housemate interested in shar-
ing occasional company and shared meals. $500/mo.
plus $50 utilities. No smoking. Pets considered. (802)
863-5625 or HomeShareVermont.org for application.

Interview, references, background checks required. EHO.

Greensboro Development Review Board

Warning

The Greensboro Development Review Board will conduct a hy-
brid hearing on Monday, May 4, 2026, at the Town Office and via
Zoom. The Board will consider a Conditional Use request by Eric
Hostetler and David Lublin with architect Michael Perpall for Condi-
tional Use permit for a cottage modification at 66 Barre Boulevard.
The application will be considered under the following bylaws: 2.7
Shoreland Protection District, 5.4 Conditional Use, and 8.8 Noncon-
forming Uses and Structures Within the Shoreland Resource Zone.
A site visit is scheduled for Saturday, May 2, 2026, at 11:30 a.m. The
site visit and hybrid hearing are open to the public.

The meeting number is 824 558 6005.There is no password. You
may phone into the ZOOM meeting at: +16469313860.

The materials under review are available at the Greensboro Town
Hall or at the Greensboro Town website, www.greensborovt.gov. For
further info, please contact Brett Stanciu, Zoning Administrator, at
802-533-2911, or zoning@greensborovt.gov.

— Greensboro Development Review Board
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Our CoOMMUNITIES

Musical exploration, Wednesdays

HARDWICK - April 8, 15, 22,
29 at 11 a.m., at the Jeudevine Li-
brary, ages 7 to 11 can explore
music. Activities include song-
writing, vocal exercises and group

singing, musical games, rhythm
instrument activities, basic music
theory and more. For information,
contact jeudevineyouthlibrarian@
hardwickvt.gov or (802) 472- 5948.

Future film series continues, April 9

MARSHFIELD — The film se-
ries continues Thursday, April 9,
6:30 p.m. This 2006 film involves
a modern state that demonizes

and blames its problems on immi-
grants. For information call (802)
426-3581 or go to jaquithpublicli-
brary.org

MacHarg, Gauthier play bagpipes, April 12

MARSHFIELD - On Sun-
day, April 12, from 2 to 4 p.m., Iain
MacHarg and Ian Gauthier will
play bagpipe tunes at the Jaquith
Public Library.

MacHarg is a piper who is a
teacher and performer and a found-
er of the Celtic rock bands, Whiskey
Before Breakfast and Prydein and
the Catamount Pipe Band, four-
time finalists at the World Pipe
Band Championships, and

current Northeastern Pipe Band
Champions.

Gauthier is a member of Cat-
amount Pipe Band, and the Chil-
dren’s Librarian at Aldrich Library
in Barre.

This is a fundraiser and the
proceeds will go toward youth ser-
vices. Donations suggested for
adults, children are free. More in-
formation is available at (802) 426-
3581 or jaquithpubliclibrary.org

Hills of home lecture, April 16

MARSHFIELD - On Thurs-
day, April 16, 6:30 p.m., a lecture
by cultural historian Jill Mudgett
offers tools to understand the ori-
gins and meaning of the Vermont
identity and residents’ attachment
to the landscape. Mudgett is a cul-
tural historian with an interest in
the connection between the people
and the environment of northern

New England. She holds a Ph.D. in
American history and is interested
in public history outreach.

The lecture is presented by
the Marshfield Historical Society
in collaboration with the Jaquith
Public Library, and is free and
open to the public.

More information is available
at (802) 454-1680.

Zen doodles skill-share, April 18

MARSHFIELD - Local art-
ist Nancy Chapman leads for
a meditative afternoon at the
Jaquith Public Library on Sat-
urday, April 18, from noon to 2
p.m., to learn the art of Zen doo-
dling; a simple drawing method
that uses repetitive patterns to
create designs while promoting
mindfulness and focus. The focus

of the class is relaxation, self-ex-
pression and creative explora-
tion with no prior experience re-
quired. The events is co-spon-
sored by the Marshfield Resil-
ience Hub and the Jaquith Pub-
lic Library.

For more information, call
(802) 426-3581 or go to jaquith-
publiclibrary.org

Art and author event, April 19

MARSHFIELD - On Sun-
day, April 19, from 2 to 4 p.m., the
Jaquith Public Library will host
an art and author event. This
includes a retrospective of art-
ist Joy Spontak’s work from her
teen years to the present day.
She studied art from high school
through graduate school and has
explored numerous ideas, medi-
ums and subjects informed by her
intention, feelings, and her wish
to stir emotion in the viewer.

Poet Bob Messing has been
writing for about 50 years. He
self-published about 100 poems
and has written many more since
then. This is a selection from
those poems.

Poet Tim Mayo’s third
collection “Thesaurus of

Separation” was a finalist for the
Eric Hoffer Award and the Mon-
taigne Medal. His book “Mus-
cle Memories of Love and Disas-
ter” is forthcoming in April, 2026.

Kim Ward is a poet, play-
wright, dancer, theater producer
and visual artist from Montpelier.
Her first book of poetry, “Fire on
a Circle,” was released from Root-
stock Press in April 2023.

Hosts for the Sunday after-
noon poetry readings will be Po-
etry Society Of Vermont board
members, David Hartnett and
Elizabeth McCarthy as well as
Jaquith staff. Refreshments will
be served.

For more information call
(802) 426-3581 or go to jaquith-
publiclibrary.org

Woodbury firefighter Taylor Dudley (left), East Montpelier firefighter Darryl
Garland, Greensboro firefighter Alec Larrabee and Woodbury firefighter Ja-
cob Cerutti (right) head for their ice water rescue training wearing Mustang
rescue insulated dry suits on Woodbury Lake, March 28. Three departments,
including 24 firefighters and EMTSs, participated in the training hosted by the

Woodbury Fire Department.

photo by Vanessa Fournier

Beavers presentation, April 29

by Northeastern Vermont
Development Association

HARDWICK - A public con-
versation will take place at the
Jeudevine Library, Wednesday,
April 29, from 5 to 6:30 p.m., to
learn about beavers, a topic that

connects across watershed health,
habitat, and flood resilience. The
presentation by Patti Smith, nat-
uralist from Bonnyvale Environ-
mental Center, and Skip Lisle,
beaver expert and inventor of the
patented Beaver Deceiver, is free.
Light refreshments will be served.

Greensboro Adopt-a-culvert
program has new partner

GREENSBORO - The stew-
ards of the Greensboro Watersheds
of the Greensboro Association and
the Greensboro Conservation Com-
mission have partnered with the
national Adopt-a-drain program to
host their adopt-a-culvert program.

The pilot project, begun in
2025 with fifteen volunteers, have
adopted 70 culverts on the web site
(vt.adopt-a-drain.org). With over
700 culverts and potentially over a
100 users, it became evident that
managing the program with simple
spreadsheets would become unten-
able. The new web interface allows
the user to create an account and
view on a map the culverts that
are available for adoption in their
neighborhood. Volunteers that pre-
viously adopted culverts may use
the new web site.

The importance of culvert and
ditch monitoring and cleaning be-
came evident during the floods of

2023 and 2024. Undersized and
blocked culverts led to road wash-
outs and also resulted in major sed-
iment deposits in town waters. The
goal of the adopt-a-culvert program
is to ensure that ditches and cul-
verts are maintained by cleaning
on a biannual basis or as needed.

Volunteers are asked to re-
move debris from ditches and
check culverts once in the spring
and early summer and again in the
fall.

The organiztion is seeking vol-
unteers to monitor ditches and cul-
verts on Greensboro’s Town Roads
and clear them of debris. This
maintenance task will prevent
culvert blockage and significant-
ly reduce road damage. Neighbor-
hood culverts or in other areas in
Greensboro may be adopted at vt.
adopt-a-drain.org. For more infor-
mation, contact joannhanowski@
gmail.com.
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Our CoMMUNITIES

Magic the Gathering, Tuesdays

HARDWICK -  Tuesdays;
April 7, 14, 21, and 28 at 3 p.m,,
ages 12 to 18 meet for Magic the
Gathering. Bring a deck if possi-
ble, but it’s not necessary. Meet in

the youth room.

For information, please
contact  jeudevineyouthlibrar-
ian@hardwickvt.gov or (802)
472-5948.

Host plants and caterpillars, April 8

by Vermont Center for
Ecostudies

ONLINE - Wednesday,
April 8, from noon to 12:45, join
Vermont Center for Ecostudies
staff biologist Amber Jones to

learn about the Vermont Butter-
fly Atlas, butterfly host plants,
and how to find caterpillars in
the field. All butterfly experience
and skill levels welcome.
Register at vtecostudies.org/
get-involved/events.

Help needed, Mondays
HARDWICK - Monday, (No players April 20).

Woodbury Assistant Fire Chief Tim Neill, third year, (left) and Woodbury Fire

April 13, and 27 at 3 p.m., help
out behind the scenes for an up-
coming production for the Jeude-
vine Players. For ages 6 and up.

For more information, con-

tact  jeudevineyouthlibrarian@
hardwickvt.gov or (802) 472
- 5948.

Old-time jam sessions, Wednesdays

EAST CRAFTSBURY - April

Memorial Library from 6 to 8 p.m.,

15, an old-time jam session will with more jamming and jiving on

take place at the J. W. Simpson

May 6 as well as May 20.

Lake shores, gravel roads
and clean water webinar

ONLINE - Thursday, April
16, from noon to 1 p.m., via Zoom,
in this webinar, staff from the
Memphremagog Watershed As-
sociation (MWA) will discuss re-
cent efforts to identify, prioritize,
design, and implement Clean
Water Projects along the gravel
roads that surround lakes. Their
talk will address common grav-
el road management issues, cul-
vert upgrades, potential funding

programs, permitting & design
constraints, and more.

The free webinar series on
clean water projects for Vermont
lakes and ponds is a virtual event
open to the public but participants
must register to receive the link.

Registration information can
be found on the FOVLAP website
here: https://vermontlakes.org/
event/lake-shores-gravel-roads-
and-clean-water-projects/

Knitting Saturdays

by Simpson Library

EAST CRAFTSBURY - Knit-
ting class with Lise Roussell

returns on Saturdays from 10 to
noon, beginning April 11. All lev-
els are welcome on April 11, 18, 25,
and continuing May 9, 16, 23.

Spanish club, Sundays

CRAFTSBURY - Sundays,
April 12, and 26, the J.W. Simpson

Library will host a Spanish conver-
sation group.

Bilingual playgroup, April 12

EAST CRAFTSBURY - On
Sunday, April 12 and 26, begin-
ning at 2 p.m., the J. W. Simpson

Memorial Library will host a bilin-
gual (Spanish/English) playgroup
for parents and children.

Tea party and board games, April 22

EAST CRAFTSBURY - On
Wednesday, April 22, beginning at
3 p.m., the J.W. Simpson Memorial

Library will host a tea party and
board games at the Craftsbury
Community Care Center.

“Glimpses of a Maybe
Future” continues, April 23

MARSHFIELD - Thurs-
day, April 23, 6:30 p.m., film se-
ries continues. The film concerns
a universally-connected internet

world of avatars.

More information at (802)
426-3581 or jaquithpubliclibrary.
org

The Hardwick Gazette ~ Since 1889 ~

News, Opinion, Entertainment, Sports & More!

Chief Paul Cerultti, 16th year, (right) answer questions from the 24 participants
after ice water rescue training on Woodbury Lake, Saturday, March 28.

photo by Vanessa Fournier

Status of emerald ash
borer, ash trees in Vermont, April 15

by Vermont Urban and
Community Forestry
Program

ONLINE - The status of the
emerald ash borer in the state
will be presented April 15, at 7
p.m. Noah Hoffman will explain
how emerald ash borer is affecting
ash trees statewide and how Forest,
Parks and Recreation responds on
state lands. He will also highlight
the department’s work to protect
black ash, a species with special
ecological and cultural importance.

Noah Hoffman is the Invasive

Species Coordinator for the Ver-
mont Department of Forests, Parks,
and Recreation. His role involves
facilitation and implementation of
invasive species management proj-
ects on state lands, bridging gaps
between personnel and resources,
and serving as a communication
hub for statewide invasive species
information.

Meeting Link: https://uvm-
edu.zoom.us/j/872539051687p-
wd=MXM1TmlHL3ZhaUw5N-
VFES2xraUdNUT09

Meeting ID: 872 5390 5168

Passcode: 120095

Cooking camp, April 23

HARDWICK - Thursday,
April 23, junior chefs ages 10 and
up may gather in the Parker Ladd
room at the Jeudevine Memori-
al Library for a cooking camp and

fundraiser. Beginning at 1 p.m.,
join in the library kitchen to pre-
pare a meal to serve to the commu-
nity. Find out more at jeudevine-
memorialibrary.org.

Documentary screening, April 24

MARSHFEILD - Friday,
April 24, 6:30 p.m., the Jaquith
Public Library will screen the doc-
umentary movie, “The Librari-
ans.” In the film, when Texas law-
makers sought to review a list of
books, librarians found themselves
on the frontlines of a national

battle. Drawing on historical con-
text, “The Librarians” explores the
broader implications for education
and public life. A discussion will
follow the film.

For more information, call
(802) 426-3581 or go to jaquith-
publiclibrary.org

Night sky watch, April 25

MARHSPFIETLD
— George Springston will host a
night sky watch on Saturday, April
25, at 7 p.m., cloud date Sunday,
April 26, tolook up at the night sky
from the Stranahan Town forest
Moon Field. Springston will have
a telescope to look at planets and

Art talk,

EAST CRAFTSBURY - On
Wednesday, April 29, the J.W.
Simpson Memorial Library will
host an art talk, “Andrew Wyeth:

stars. Dress warmly, wear stur-
dy shoes and bring a head lamp.
The trail is about a 10 to 15 min-
ute walk uphill to get to the view-
ing spot.

For more information, call at
(802) 426-3581 or go to jaquithpub-
liclibrary.org

April 29

Beyond Realism”, with Pippa
Drew on at the Craftsbury Com-
munity Care Center, beginning at
2 p.m.



The Hardwick Gazette, Wednesday, April 8, 2026

Page Twenty-four

EDUCATION

Supervisory union news recounts events

by Paul Fixx

HARDWICK - In the April
edition of “News from the office of
Superintendent Dr. David Baker,”
the retiring Orleans Southwest
Supervisory Union (OSSU) super-
intendent said he’s been meeting
weekly with incoming Superinten-
dent Becca Tatistscheff.

“We are working on the tran-
sition as she is brought up to
speed. She will be attending our
board meetings in April.

“Our Director of Finance,
Annie Houston, is moving to the
Agency of Education (AOE),” Dr,
Baker also announced. “Annie has
served us well over the years. She
has brought a common-sense ap-
proach to budgeting and made
clear what is often very confus-
ing in the Vermont world of school
budgets.”

He added, “Thank you, Annie,
for all your years of service both
as grants manager and finance
director.”

“It has been an honor and a
privilege to serve OSSU and its
communities for the past six years,
including my alma mater Crafts-
bury,” said Houston.

“I have learned an incredible
amount during my time here and
gained invaluable insight as to the
many wonderful things happening
in our schools.

“I look forward to taking this
knowledge and experience to the
state level to uplift what’s work-
ing really well for our kids as
well as contribute to the conver-
sation around how we can grow
and address some of the many

challenges we face.”

Dr. Baker shared the names
of all OSSU school board mem-
bers, adding, “It can be a thank-
less job, but it certainly is the
fiber of what we do in local deci-
sion-making. It is also so good that
everyone returned. That is not al-
ways the case. But it does show
commitment to our little piece of
Vermont.”

Craftsbury  School Board
members are Kasey Allen (Chair),
Cedar Hannan, Isaac Jacobs, Mi-
chelle Menard and Anna Schulz.

Hazen Union School Board
members are Margaret Bledsoe
(chair), Steven Freihofner, Chris-
tian Holland, Patrick Kane, Sabri-
na Morrison, Laura Murphy, Jan
Terwiesch, Terri Vest.

Mountain View Union School
Board members are Kyle Anderson,
Laura Cannon, Simon Cohen, Sa-
matha Friend (chair), Adam Gann,
Heather Meacham, Meghan Shat-
ney Juliana Swank, Darren Usino-
wicz and Terri Vest .

Stannard School Board mem-
bers are Simon Cohen (chair),
Diane Janukajtis and Chris
Kurdek.

Wolcott School Board mem-
bers are Sheena Davey, Laura
Kaiser, Roger LaChance, Melissa
Morin and Elliot Waring (chair).

And members of the OSSU
Board are Margaret Bledsoe. Ste-
ven Freihofner (vice chair), Saman-
tha Friend, Cedar Hannan (chair),
Isaac Jacobs, Roger LaChance, Me-
lissa Morin

Sabrina  Morrison,
Schulz, Darren Usinowicz
Terri Vest.

Anna
and

Our CoMMUNITIES

“Bringing up Beaver,” April 30

MARSHFIELD - Thursday,
April 30, 6:30 p.m., John Ab-
erth, a licensed volunteer wild-
life rehabilitator, will present
his book, “Bringing Up Bea-
ver,” about raising and releasing
an orphaned beaver kit, BK.

BK was found in St. Al-
bans, Vermont and handed over
to John Aberth, a rehabilitator

who specializes in beaver. Over
the next two years, Aberth raised
BK and prepared him for release
back into the wild. This presen-
tation will use both video and
photos to augment and flesh out
BK’s story.

For more information call
(802) 426-3581 or go to jaquith-
publiclibrary.org

Cooper Brook clean up day, May 1

HARDWICK - Volunteers
are needed to help clean up Coo-
per Brook. On Friday, May 1, from
8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., the town of
Hardwick, Hazen Union Hatchery
Club, and Center for an Agricul-
tural Economy will remove tires

and trash from the brook. Wear
boots or waders and clothes that
are ready to get dirty. Pizza will be
served. Meet at the Atkins Field
parking lot, 140 Granite St. For in-
formation contact the town manag-
er’s office at (802) 472 - 6120.

Students (from left) Kingsley Canfield, Malakai Bigelow-Talbert received their
meals from Village Restaurant staff member Victoria Atwood, during a learning

experience for their Life Skills class.

photo by Lisa Stinson

Hazen students take learning to lunch

by Lisa Stinson

HARDWICK - Students from
Cynthia Osgood’s Life Skills class-
es at Hazen Union brought their
classroom into the real world,
March 24, with a special outing to
The Village Restaurant.

The trip was part of an ongo-
ing financial literacy unit in which
students have been building prac-
tical skills such as calculating pric-
es, applying discounts and deter-
mining taxes and tips.

Throughout the school year,
students have also been running
a weekly Friday meal program,
preparing and delivering meals to

o —

Eric Cookson (left), I1zzy Grant (by window) and Kolbey Rich (to right), with

teachers and staff. Through this ef-
fort, they earned money that ulti-
mately funded their recent outing.

Before heading to the restau-
rant, students independently re-
viewed the menu and selected their
meals. As a group, they calculated
the total cost of their meals, includ-
ing tax and gratuity.

The class expressed gratitude
to Lynn DeLaricheliere and the
staff at The Village Restaurant for
their Welcome. In a gesture that
underscored the community’s sup-
port, DeLaricheliere offered to close
the dining room early to ensure the
students could comfortably enjoy
their experience together.

f— _____ > . /_’
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staff member Wanda Darrah, behavioral interventionist with The Redwood
Program and Julia desGroseilliers (serving) experienced a learning lunch,

March 24, at the Village Restaurant.

photo by Lisa Stinson
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Barbara L. Coolbeth

HARDWICK - Barbara Lu-
cille Coolbeth, 89, of Hardwick
died peacefully, Sunday evening,
April 5, at UVM Medical Center in
Burlington. Her loving family was
at her side.

A complete obituary will follow

Earl M.

WOLCOTT - Spring Memo-
rial Services with Military Hon-
ors for Earl Marion Albright Jr.,
who died January 15, will be held
at 1 p.m., Saturday, April 11, at the
Northern Vermont Funeral Home,
60 Elm Street, Hardwick with Rev.

in a later edition.

Pending arrangements are in
the care of Northern Vermont Fu-
neral Service, 60 Elm Street, Hard-
wick. Online condolences are wel-
comed at northernvermontfuneral-
service.com

Albright, Jr.

Avril Cochran officiating.

Arrangements are in the care
of Northern Vermont Funeral Ser-
vice, 60 Elm Street, Hardwick. On-
line condolences are welcomed at
northernvermontfuneralservice.
com

Worship Service &
Church School Sunday 10 AM

All Welcome

h*‘_:

0 nandNﬁrmi

This banner at the Greensboro United Church of Christ (GUCC) celebrates
Women'’s History Month, March 1to 31, and coincides with International Wom-
en’s Day, March 8. The banner recognizes every woman who tried to tell her
truth and was not believed by a male-dominated society. Shelly Jungwirth,
GUCC deacon chair, stands with the banner on March 18.

photo by Hal Gray

OUR E-MAILS
ads@hardwickgazette.org

news@hardwickgazette.org

Northern Vermont

Funeral Service
60 EIm St. « Hardwick, VT 05843
802-472-6861

Dian R. Holcomb
Funeral Director

PRENEED
PLANNING

The winners of the three handmade crafted bunnies (Pierre, GiGi and Made-
moiselle Bunnet), given away during a free raffle held at the Wolcott Public
Library, April 4, are (from left) Sam Lloyd, Cindy Lacoss and Angelina Ler-
iche-Forkey, all of Wolcott. The bunnies were made by Kim Green of Wolcott.

photo by Vanessa Fournier

@%@

PRESENTS

Director: Shannon Sanborn - Music Director: Isaac Besso
Choreographer: Taryn Noelle - Producers: Holly Biracree and Gene Heinrich

Book by Roger O. Hirson - Music & Lyrics by Stephen Schwartz
Originally produced on the Broadway stage by Stuart Ostrow and directed by Bob Fosse.
Pippin is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre Inteational (MTI).

April 17-19 and 24-26

At The Historic Hyde Park Opera House
To purchase tickets go to: WWW. LCPIayers COITI
Tickets available at the door (802) 888-4507

$20 (adults) » $15 (students, seniors & military)
Friday,Saturday 7pm e Sunday 2pm

for a
LIFE

join us

Please

CELEBRATION

Ellen Bryant Voigt

OF

scan for tickets
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“Three Tables” performed April 8

HARDWICK - The Hazen
Union Drama Club will give a
performance of the play, “Three
Tables,” Wednesday, April 8,
at 7 p.m., in the Hazen Union
Auditorium. The play’s subject is
three couples eating dinner at a
restaurant: One is celebrating an
anniversary, one is finalizing a

divorce and a third is on a blind
date. By dinner’s end, all six lives
have changed.

After their performance at
the regional festival, the drama
club was selected to perform this
one-act play at the State Drama
Festival in St. Albans on April
10-11.

JAZZIE NGO GENTER s

Robbie Lee, Shenel Johns and Benny Benack Il croon classic tunes at the

Highland Center for the Arts, April 9.

Great American Crooners on April 9

GREENSBORO -
Lincoln Center’s Great American

Jazz at

Crooners will perform at the
Highland Center for the Arts, April
9, at 7 p,m. Featuring a program
of hits sung by the greatest
contemporary voices in jazz, Great
American Crooners is the final
show of the 2025-26 KCP Presents
season.

Great American Crooners
focuses on crooners such as Frank
Sinatra, Tony Bennett and Bobby
Darin, whose voices and serenades
made them superstars on stage
and screen. The show features

Robbie Lee and Shenel Johns
with Benny Benack III backed by
the Jazz at Lincoln Center band.
The audience will relive classics
like “I've Got You Under My Skin,”
“Misty,” “I Only Have Eyes for You”
and “Moon River,” and hear true
stories about these legends.

To buy tickets for the show
learn more about the series and
additional arts programming in
Vermont’s Northeast Kingdom, visit
catamountarts.org or kcppresents.
org, or call (802) 748-2600 or visit
the Catamount Arts box office at
115 Eastern Avenue, St. Johnsbury.

JALLATLINGOLN GENTER

GREAT AMERICAN “IanZLIN(il"
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The Mountam House Dance Company will perform at the Vermont State

House on April 8.

courtesy photo

Concert series presents dance company

MONTPELIER —The Farmers
Night concert series concludes its
season on April 8, 7:30 p.m., with
Tunbridge-based Mountain House
Dance Company, directed by
Emily Howe. The program brings
together community-based dancers
of all ages throughout the region to
present many styles of dance from
around the globe.

The Farmers Night Concert
Series is a longstanding State
House tradition which goes back

over 100 years to a time when
lawmakers entertained them-
selves in the House Chamber
mid-week while away from home.
Artists from around the state,
in genres ranging from classical
music to bluegrass to spoken
word, perform in the well of the
House Chamber each Wednesday
night at 7:30 during the legislative
session. Doors open at 7 p.m. All
concerts are free and open to the
public.

The musical, “Pippin,” includes, front, (all from left) C. Duncan of Hardwick as
Pippin; Ben Irish of Hyde Park as King Charles; Michelle Sawyer of Fairfax
as Fastrada; C J Levine of Morrisville as Lewis; and, back, Carrie Phillips of
Waterbury as Berthe. Performances are scheduled for April 17 through April

A live world-class ﬁ

tribute to
Frank Sinatra,
Tony Bennett,
Bobby Darin y ¢
and more

1PM, THURS
APRIL9

TICKETS AT 80-748-2600
OR KCPPRESENTS.ORG

-

 FOR THE ARTS
. GREENSBORO

B |vermont i 7.
e public il %

Passumpsic
Ban

/
HIGHLAND CENTER e

KCP,.

SEvEN DS [EFRCRA

26.

courtesy photo

LCP opens 74th season with “Pippin”

HYDE PARK - The Lamoille
County Players opens their 74th
season at the Hyde Park Opera
House with the musical, “Pippin.”
Performances run April 17 to
19 and April 24 to 26. Evening
shows are at 7 p.m., Fridays and
Saturdays, and matinees
Sundays at 2 p.m.

“Pippin” is a musical following

are

a young man’s search for meaning
and purpose. Shannon Sanborn
directs this steampunk-inspired
production.

Tickets for “Pippin” can be
reserved at LCPLayers.com or
purchased at the door on show
nights. More information is at
tickets@lcplayers.com. The Opera
House is located at 85 Main Street.

The Hardwick Gazette ~ Since 1889 ~
News, Opinion, Entertainment, Sports & More!
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

EVENTS

.

“Quality You Can Stand On”

Country Floors
est. 1979
Lhinfierd,

Mon. - Fri., 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sat., 9 a.m. - noon

454-7301, Hollister Hill,

Plainfield )

~
"w uz‘l'5< Offering
y JiuJitsu
v x .« tokids ages 4-15
and Karate for ages
4 to Adult. First class
is free to try!

802-282-8215 (Adam)

adambeckley87@gmail.com

JIU JITEY /' martialartsinhardwickvt.com

Self-serve ¢ Open daily 6 a.m. - 11

p-m.
Drop-off service available,
call Derek, (802) 793-7388

fruck Rental
RELOCATING?

* household * commercial
CALL KASEY

(802) 223-5434
LOCAL PENSKE AGENT

\ 23 YEARS MOVING EXFERIENCE Y,

I

LICENSED & INSURED
HOLMES PLUMBING
Glenside St., RFD 1, Hardwick, VT

05843
Josh Holmes ¢ 472-6228

s v | servens

.

'l' Work

l5802) 595-144

rumng emovals
Danger rees

e 1ng .

Flrewooa‘ Loggln

Wen ancemen

estmates_ ®
elly nsured

jacob. (i)ark@peregrmetreework .com
eregrinetreework.com

Septic Tank Pumping ¢ Line Jetting & Thawing
Camera Inspection * Hydro-Vac Services
Catch Basin Cleaning ¢ Lift Station Maintenance
24/7 Emergency Service

120 NORTHGATE PLAZA, SUITE 2 MORRISVILLE

802.888.5722 | MANOSH.COM

The Vlllage Restaurant
Home Cooking at Its Best
74 South Main St., Hardwick

(802) 472-5701
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Daily, 6 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Septic Tank Pumping  Line Jetting & Thawing
Water Treatment « Pump Sales & Service
Aggregate- Gravel & Stone Products
Pond Aeration
24/7 Emergency Service

120 NORTHGATE PLAZA, SUITE 2 MORRISVILLE
802.888.5722 | MANOSH.COM

Services

* Dumpster
rental

* Excavation

* Landscaping

* Stump
Grinding

PROPERTY
I‘SDAINTENANCE

802.793.7388

HARDWICK = VERMONT

dwrichardson1999@gmail.com

Wednesday, April 8

“Three Tables” performed by
the Hazen Union Drama Club, 7
p.m., Hazen Union Auditorium.

Thursday, April 9

Reading with Rudy, 3:30 to 4:30
p.m., Cabot Public Library. a ther-
apy dog program, for ages 5 and
up,. Bring a book or borrow one
at the library. Space is limited.
To sign up for a 10 minute slot,
email: amandaotto.cabotlibrary@
gmail.com.

Future film series continues,
6:30 p.m., Jaquith Public Library,
Marshfield. Information: (802)
426-3581 or go to jaquithpublicli-
brary.org.

Friday, April 10

Film, 7 p.m., Parker Ladd Com-
munity Room, Jeudevine Memori-

al Library, a murder mystery, free,
including popcorn.

Saturday, April 11

Poetry walk, 2 p.m. Meet in
front of the Hardwick Elementary
School and then walk with Janet
Slayton and others for a live read-
ing of VerseVillage poems and
learn about Hardwick history.

Book collection, 4 p.m., Crafts-
bury Public Library, preview of
collection of artist book editions
produced by Claire Van Vliet. In-
formation, director@craftsburyp-
ubliclibrary.org.

Sunday, April 12

Spanish club, 11:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. J.W. Simpson Library,
East Craftsbury, hosts a Spanish
conversation group.

lain MacHarg and lan Gauth-
ier play bagpipes, 2 to 4 p.m.,
Jaquith Public Library, Marsh-
field. Proceeds go toward youth
services. Information: (802) 426-
3581 or jaquithpubliclibrary.org.
Bilingual playgroup, 2 p.m., J.W.
Simpson Memorial Library, East
Craftsbury. A bilingual (Spanish/
English) playgroup for parents
and children.

Monday, April 13

Caledonia Cooperative School
Board regular board meeting, 6
p.m., Waterford School Room 13.

Tuesday, April 14

Weekly HONK & WAVE, with In-
divisible Hardwick, noon, corner
of S. Main St. and Upper Cherry
St., Hardwick. Information: Indi-
visibleHardwick@pm.me.

AWARE book group, discus-
sions, 5:30 to 7 p.m., Jeudevine
Memorial Library. Register by
emailing awareyouth@vtlink.net.
The book is “Nobody’s Girl: A
Memoir of Surviving Abuse and
Fighting for Justice,” by Virgin-
ia Roberts Giuffre. Also meeting
April 21 and April 28.

Twinfield School Board regular

meeting, 6 to 8 p.m., Twinfield
Union School Library.

Wednesday, April 15

Japanese fish printing, with the
Lake Champlain Basin Project to
learn about Gyotaku, 2:30 to 4
p.m., Cabot Public Library, Willey
Building, Main St. For ages 5 and

up.
Thursday, April 16

Hills of home lecture, 6:30 p.m.,
by cultural historian Jill Mudgett,
Jaquith Public Library, Marsh-
field. Presented by the library and
the Marshfield Historical Society.
Information: (802) 454-1680.

Friday, April 17

Lamoille County Players open
the season with “Pippin,” April 17
to 19 and April 24 to 26. Evening
shows are at 7 p.m. Fridays and
Saturdays. Matinees are Sun-
days at 2 p.m.

Kathy Mattea performs, 8 p.m.,
Barre Opera House, 6 N. Main
St.. Tickets online at barreopera-
house.org or call (802) 476-8188.

Saturday, April 18

Zen doodles skill-share, with lo-
cal artist Nancy Chapman, noon
to 2 p.m., Jaquith Public Library,
Marshfield. Co-sponsored by the
Marshfield Resilience Hub and
the Library. Information: (802)
426-3581 or jaquithpubliclibrary.
org.

Sunday, April 19

Poetry Readings, third Sundays,
2to 4 p.m., Jaquith Public Library,
Marshfield. Hosted by the library
and the Poetry Society of Ver-
mont. Information: jaquithpublicli-
brary.org or call (802) 426-3581.

Tuesday, April 21

Tech Literacy series, third and
final session, 10:30 a.m. to noon,
Cabot Public Library. Concerns
avoiding scams and online safety.
Bring digital devices. Information:
cabotlibrary.com.

Tuesday, April 21

Tea party and board games, 3
p.m., Craftsbury Community Care
Center, East Craftsbury. Hosted
by the J.W. Simpson Memorial
Library.

Thursday, April 23

Cooking Camp and fundrais-
er, 1 p.m., Parker Ladd Room,
Jeudevine Memorial Library,
Hardwick. Information: jeudevine-
memoriallibrary.org.

Glimpses of a Maybe Future
film series continues, 6:30 p.m.,
Jaquith Public Library, Marshfield.
Information: (802) 426-3581.

Friday, April 24
Documentary screening of “The
Librarians,” 6:30 p.m., Jaquith
Public Library, Marshfield.
See EVENTS, Next Page
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Information, (802) 426-3581 or
go to jaquithpubliclibrary.org.

Saturday, April 25

Night sky watch, hosted by
George Springston, 7 p.m., Stra-
nahan Town Forest Moon Field,
Marshfield. Cloud date will be
Sunday, April 26. Information:
(802) 426-3581 or go to jaquith-
publiclibrary.org.

Ongoing Wednesdays

Pilates, 9 a.m., mat level 2, at the
Barn off the Common, Craftsbury
Common.

Chair Yoga, 9 a.m., Craftsbury
Outdoor Center.

Office hours, 9:30 a.m. to 2
p.m., St. John The Baptist Epis-
copal Church, 39 W. Church St.,
Hardwick. Information, (802) 472-
5979.

Historical Society, 10 am. —
noon, Craftsbury.

Parents of Challenging Chil-
dren, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.,,
first Wednesday of month, sup-
port group for adoptive parents of
children presenting serious emo-
tional and behavioral challenges,
Easter Seals Vermont, 641 Com-
stock Road, Berlin. Information,
(802) 223-4744.

Outdoor Story, Activity, 10:30
— 11:30 a.m., Cabot Recreation
Field Pavilion with the Cabot Pub-
lic Library’s Amanda Otto for sto-
ries, songs, snacks, crafts, open
play and special programming.
Parenting Group, 10:30 - 11:30
a.m., Jaquith Public Library, 122
School St., Marshfield. Caregiv-
ers can relax and connect with
each others while their babies
play. Geared toward babies to 18
months. Siblings invited. Infor-
mation at jaquithpubliclibrary@
gmail.com, (802) 426-3581,
jaquithpubliclibrary.org.

Social, every first Wednesday
morning, from 10:30 a.m. to
noon, at the Craftsbury Public
Library, for book-lovers. Sharing
books, authors or books new to
the library collection, no assigned
reading. ea and coffee, handwork
projects welcome.

Brain Injury support group, 1
to 2:30 p.m., second Wednesday
of month, Vermont Department of
Health, 107 Eastern Ave., Suite
9, St. Johnsbury, hosted by The
Vermont Center for Independent
Living. Information, (800) 639-
1522 or tyounkman@vcil.org.

Quilters, 1-4 p.m, Jeudevine Me-
morial Library, the second and
fourth Wednesday of the month.
All levels welcome.

TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensi-
bly), 3:30 - 6:30 p.m. Weigh-in at
5:15 p.m. United Church dining
room, Hardwick.

Acudetox, 4 p.m., ear Acupunc-

ture, good for anxiety, depression,
various organ supports, North
Central Vermont Recovery Cen-
ter, 275 Brooklyn Street, Morris-
ville. Information, 802-851-8120.

Food Shelf, 5 to 6:30 p.m, fourth
Wednesday, , 49 Valley Lake
Road, South Woodbury. Informa-
tion, (802) 472-6292.

Community Supper, 5:30 p.m.,,
The Civic Standard, S. Main St.,
Hardwick.

Al-Anon, 5:30 p.m., North Cen-
tral Vermont Recovery Center,
275 Brooklyn Street, Morrisville.
Information, (802) 851-8120.

Meeting, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m., Stan-
nard Town School Board, first
Wednesdays of month, Stannard
Town Hall.

Death Cafe, 6 p.m., second
Wednesday of month, Albany
Public Library, 830 Main St. Infor-
mation: (802) 755-6107,_albany-
publiclibraryvt.org.

Meeting, 6 p.m., first Wednes-
days of month, Wolcott Select
Board.

Meeting, 6 to 8 p.m., second
Wednesday of month, Craftsbury
Town School Board, Commons
Room, Craftsbury Academy.

Jam Session, 6to 8 p.m., J.W.
Simpson Library, 1972 East
Craftsbury Road, East Crafts-
bury. All ages and abilities.
Old-time jam sessions held on
the first and third Wednesdays
of each month.

Meeting, 6:30 p.m., second
Wednesday of month, Greensboro
Select Board.

Alcoholics Anonymous, 7 p.m.,
The Church in Cabot, 2 Common
Road. Beginners’ and open meet-

ing.
Ongoing Thursdays

Alcoholics Anonymous, 8 - 9
a.m., St. John the Baptist Episcopal
Church, West Church St., Hardwick.
Literature and open meeting.

Tai Chi, 9:30-10:15a.m., Church
of Christ, Greensboro. Advanced
Tai Chi taught by Norma Spauld-
ing. Information, (802) 472-
8724, nspauld@gmail.com

Arthritis Relief, 10 a.m., Com-
munity Center, Hardwick. Exer-
cise class sponsored by the NEK
Council on Aging. Information at
Sara, Shbehrsing@gmail.com.

Office hours, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m,,
St. Norbert Church, a part of Mary
Queen of All Saints Parish, 193
S. Main St., Hardwick, Father Raj
Madri. Information, mary_quee-
nofallsaints@comcast.net (802)
472-5544.

Tai Chi, 10:30 a.m. to 11:30,
Church of Christ, Greensboro.
Qigong and Tai Chi, taught by
Norma Spaulding and Paul Fixx.
Information at (802) 472-8724,
nspauld@gmail.com and (802)

441-4599, pfixx@pfixx.net.

Story Time, 10:30 a.m. pre-
school, Greensboro Free Library.
Information, (802) 533-2531.

Story Time, 10:30 a.m. Jeude-
vine Memorial Library, 93 N. Main
St., Hardwick. Books, songs, art
activities and more for ages 5
and under. Information, jeude-
vineyouthlibrarian@hardwickvt.
gov, (802) 472-5948.

Community Dinner, noon,
United Church of Hard-
wick, S. Main St., Third and
Fourth  Thursdays of the
month. Call Denise Carr at
(802) 472-3134 to reserve a
meal. Take-out or eat-In. Do-
nations appreciated.

Diabetes support group, 1:30 p.m.,
The Health Center, Plainfield. third
Thursday each month. Information,
(802) 322-6600 or dgrabowski@
The-Health-Center.org.

Sign Language, 2 p.m., prac-
tice group, John Woodruff
Simpson Memorial Library,
1972 East Craftsbury Road,
Craftsbury. Information at
(802) 586-9692 or jwsimpson-
memorial.org.

Hang Out, 2:45-6 p.m., The Civic
Standard, S. Main St., Hardwick.
Relax, make art, play games, get
help with homework, spend time
with friends. Facilitated by Hazen
Union’s Community School Coor-
dinator Vaiva Velzis, with support
from The Civic's staff. Snacks
provided. Information, Vvelzis@

0ssu.org.
Refuge Recovery, 3 p.m. Thurs-
days, North Central Vermont Re-
covery Center, 275 Brooklyn St.,
Morrisville. Information, (802)
851-8120.

All Recovery, 4 p.m., North Cen-
tral Vermont Recovery Center, 275
Brooklyn Street, Morrisville. Informa-
tion, (802) 851-8120.

Craftfit, 4:30 p.m., Craftsbury
Outdoor Center.

Taming Knotweed, 4:30 p.m.,
Town Highway 19 across from Lit-
tle Hosmer Dam. Bring water, bug
spray, gloves, assorted clippers,
shovels. Craftsbury Conservation
Commission.

Dance, 5:30 p.m., Barn off the
Common, Craftsbury Common.

Prayer Service, 5:30 p.m., Touch

of Grace Assembly of God, corner
of Rtes. 15 and 16, E. Hardwick.
Information, touchofgraceagvt@
gamail.com

Writing Circle with novelist Brett
Stanciu, 5 to 6:30 p.m., the sec-
ond and fourth Thursdays of each
month, at the Civic Standard,
Main St., Hardwick.

Grief Support, 5:30 to 6:30
p.m., first and third Tuesday of
each month, a safe, confidential
space to can share a story or be
surrounded by those who under-
stand and care, Lamoille Home
Health & Hospice Building, 54
Farr Avenue, Morrisville. Informa-
tion, Oona Lee at (802) 888-4651
or olee@lhha.org.

Trivia, 6 - 8 p.m., Village Restau-
rant, S. Main St., Hardwick, un-
less there is a home basketball
game. Limited menu of burgers
and appetizers. Hosted by Annie
Houston. First come, first serve
event, with room for about 10
teams.

Al-Anon, 6 p.m., Church on the
Common, Craftsbury Common.

Meeting, 6 p.m., first Thursdays
of month, Hardwick Select Board.

Services, 6:30 p.m., Hardwick
Bible Baptist Church, 296 S. Main
St. For transportation or informa-
tion, (802) 472-5294.

Meeting, 6 to 8 p.m., second
Thursdays of month, Mountain
View Union Elementary School
Board, alternating among three
campuses.

Narcotics Anonymous, 7 p.m.,
North Central Vermont Recovery
Center, 275 Brooklyn St., Morris-
ville. Information, (802) 851-8120.

Films, 6:30 p.m., Jaquith Public
Library, Marshfield, “Glimpses
of a Maybe Future,” second and
fourth Thursdays of the month.
Information, (802) 426-3581,
jagquithpubliclibrary@gmail.com
or jaquithpubliclibrary.org.

Ongoing Fridays
Pilates, 9 a.m., level 3, at the

Barn off the Common, Craftsbury
Common.

Taiji, 10:15 a.m., intermediate,
Barn off the Common, Craftsbury
Common.

Storytime, 10:30 a.m. - 12:30
See EVENTS, Next Page
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) Dead River
Company

Propane ¢ Heating Oil ¢ Diesel
Heating Equipment Installations
189 Railroad St., St. Johnsbury, VT
(802) 748-8934 or (800) 222-9276

Delivering On A Promise
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p.m., Jaquith Public Library, 122
School St.,, Marshfield, play-
group.. Information at jaquithpub-
liclibrary@gmail.com, (802) 426-
3581, jaquithpubliclibrary.org.

Homeschool Program, 10:30
a.m., Friday, Greensboro Free
Library. Information, (802) 533-
2531.

Meditation, 3-3:45 p.m., Crafts-
bury Community Care Center,
784 East Craftsbury Road, Crafts-
bury, the second and fourth
Fridays, with Nancy Milholland.
Open to all, sponsored by the
Mental Health Resource Group of
Craftsbury.

Farmers Market, 4 to 7 p.m., 13
Mill St., Plainfield. Food and craft
vendors, baked goods, fruits and
veggies and more.

Haiku Club, 5:30 - 7 p.m., The
Civic Standard, S. Main St., Hard-
wick, every first Thursday, Read
published haiku, brainstorm Ver-
mont kigo, or season words, write
a haiku. No previous writing ex-
perience needed. Hosted by Mark
Scott.

Contra Dance, 7-9:30 p.m,,
Cabot Town Hall, 3084 Main St.,
Cabot, second Fridays, through
June 7. All dances taught, no
partner needed, all welcome. In-
formation, cabotdance@around-
vt.org.

Alcoholics Anonymous, 7 p.m., for
women only, North Central Vermont
Recovery Center, 275 Brooklyn
Street, Morrisville. Information, (802)
851-8120.

News Discussion, 10 a.m., Front
Seat Coffee, Visit with Hardwick
Gazette staff.

Ongoing Saturdays

Alcoholics Anonymous, 8:30 a.m.,
step meeting, North Central Vermont
Recovery Center, 275 Brooklyn
Street, Morrisville. Information, (802)
851-8120.

History book group, second
Saturdays of the month, 2 p.m.,
Jaquith Public Library, Marshfield.
Information:  (802) 426-3581,
jaguithpubliclibrary@gmail.com
or jaquithpubliclibrary.org.

Food Shelf, 9 to noon, third
Saturday of each month from 9
to noon, 49 Valley Lake Road,
South Woodbury. Information,
(802) 472-6292.

Fiber Arts, 10- 11 a.m., Wood-
bury Community Library, meets
the third Saturday of the month.
Historical Society, 10 a.m. —
noon, Craftsbury.

Al-Anon, 10 a.m., Community

Justice Center, St. Johnsbury, in-
formation, (802) 626-5355.

Overeaters Anonymous, 10
a.m., Zoom meeting, North Cen-
tral Vermont Recovery Center,

275 Brooklyn Street, Morrisville.
Information, (802) 851-8120.
Knitting Class with Lise Roussell,
10 a.m. to noon, John W. Simpson
Memorial Library, East Craftsbury.
All levels welcome on April 11, 18,
25 and May 9, 16, 23.

Acudetox, 11 a.m., every fourth
Saturday, ear acupuncture, good for
anxiety, depression, various organ
supports, North Central Vermont
Recovery Center, 275 Brooklyn
Street, Morrisville. Information: (802)
851-8120.

Taming Knotweed, 11 a.m., Town
Highway 19 across from Little
Hosmer Dam. Bring water, bug
spray, gloves, assorted clippers,
shovels. Craftsbury Conservation
Commission

Spanish Club, 11:30 a.m,,
Woodbury Community Library,

meets the second Saturday of
each month.

Osteoporosis Education and
support group, 1 p.m., first Sat-
urday of month, Better Bones of
the Northeast Kingdom,Commu-
nity Room at Community National
Bank, Derby. Information, Bet-
terBonesNEK.org or Mary King at
Mary@BetterBonesNEK.org, or
(802) 535-2011.

Craftfit, 2:30 p.m. Craftsbury
Outdoor Center.

Vigil Mass, 4 p.m., St. Norbert
Church, a part of Mary Queen
of All Saints Parish, 193 S. Main
St., Hardwick, Father Raj Madri.
Confessions before Mass, Infor-
mation, mary_queenofallsaints@
comcast.net (802) 472-5544.

Contra Dance, 8 - 11 p.m,,
Capital City Grange, Montpe-
lier. Newcomers lesson at 7:40

p.m. First, third and fifth Satur-
days. Information at (802) 225-
8921 or cdu.tim@gmail.com

Writing Group, 2 to 4 p.m,,
Albany Public Library, 830
Main St., first and third Sat-
urdays, (802) 755-6107, al-
banypubliclibraryvt.org.

Ongoing Sundays

Service, 8:30 a.m., United
Church of Marshfield, U.S. Rte.
2, worship service and Sunday

school, Pastor Carlyle Pierce. In-
formation, (802) 684-2114.

Mass, 8:30 a.m., St. Norbert
Church, a part of Mary Queen
of All Saints Parish, 193 S. Main
St., Hardwick, Father Raj Madri.
Confessions before Mass, Infor-
mation, mary_queenofallsaints@
comcast.net (802) 472-5544.

See EVENTS, Next Page
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Service, 9 a.m., Danville Unit-
ed Methodist Church, Danville
Green, Rev. Henry Cheney. Info-
mration, (802) 684-3389.

Sunday School, and prayer, 9
a.m., adults, Touch of Grace As-
sembly of God, corner of Rtes. 15
and 16, E. Hardwick. Information:
touchofgraceagvt@gmail.com

Sunday School, 9 a.m., The
Wolcott Mennonite Church, Rte.
15 between Morrisville and Wol-
cott, for all ages. Information,
(802) 888-5277, (802) 888-9113.

Sacrament Meeting, 9 a.m., The
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-Day Saints, Rte. 15 W, John-
son. Bishop Erik Worthington,
(802) 326-3035, mormon.org.

Story time, 9:30 a.m., The Chris-
tian Community, Heartbeat Life-
sharing, 218 Town Farm Road,
Hardwick, for children. thechris-
tiancommunityvt@agmail.com.

Service, 9:30 a.m., West Danville
United Methodist Chuch, Vt. Rte.
15, across from Joe’s Pond, Pas-
tor Pam Smith. Information, (802)
684-1201.

Service, 9:30 a.m., Hardwick Bi-
ble Baptist Church, 296 S. Main
St. For transportation or informa-
tion. (802) 472-5294.

Bible study, 10 a.m., East Crafts-
bury Presbyterian Church, 1773
East Craftsbury Road, Craftsbury,
VT 05856. Information, (802)
586-7707, ecpcvt@amail.com,
eastcraftsburypresbyterian.

Worship, 10 a.m., and Sunday
School, Albany Methodist Church,
Route 14,.

Service, 10 a.m., United Church
of Hardwick, 216 South Main
Street. In person, Zoom or lives-
treaming. Communion Service,
first Sunday of month. Rev. Auvril
Cochran, Pastor. Jean Hackett,
music director, an Open and Af-
firming Congregation. Informa-
tion, (802) 472-6800 for informa-
tion.

Service, 10 a.m., United Church
of Cabot, 2 Common Way, re-
freshments following. Informa-
tion, (802) 563-2278.

Service, 10 a.m., Touch of Grace
Assembly of God, corner of Rtes.

15 and 16, E. Hardwick. . In-
formation,  touchofgraceaqvt@
gmail.com

Children’s service, 10 a.m.,

The Christian Community, Heart-
beat Lifesharing, 218 Town Farm
Road, Hardwick. Information,
thechristiancommunityvt@gmail.
com.

Service, 10 a.m., St. John The
Baptist Episcopal Church, 39 W.
Church St., Hardwick. Rite Il Ser-
vice with music and coffee hour

following service. Information,
(802) 472-5979.
Service, 10 a.m., the United

Church of Craftsbury, an Open

and Affirming Congregation; Af-
filiated with the United Church
of Christ. Handicap accessible,

salist Parish of Derby Line, P.O.
Box 454, Derby Line, VT 05830,
(802) 873-3563, derbylineuu.org,

ing, The Christian Community,
Heartbeat Lifesharing, 218 Town
Farm Road, Hardwick. Informa-

(802) 586-8028, unitedchur- Zoom service. tion, thechristiancommunityvt@
chofcraftsbury.com, united- gervice, 10 a.m., United Church dmail.com.

churchcraftsbury@amail.com.

Service, 10 a.m., the Wolcott
Mennonite Church, Rte. 15 be-
tween Morrisville and Wolcott,
Pastors, : Marlin Wadel and Ste-
phen Groff. Infomration, (802)
888-9113, (802) 888-5277.

Service, Sunday School, 10:15
a.m., Calais-Woodbury United
Church, Rte. 14, South Wood-
bury. Communion, first Sunday
of month. Church phone, (802)
232-1013, information, (802)
456-1557.

Service, 10 a.m., First Univer-

of Christ, 165 Wilson St., Greens-
boro, (802) 533-2223, also online.
Communion Service first Sunday
of the month. Rev. Dr. Ed Sun-
day-Winters. Coffee hour follow-
ing service. An Open & Affirming
Congregation. guccvt.org.

Mass, 10:30 a.m., St. Michael’s
Church, 270 Bend Road, Greens-
boro Bend, a part of Mary Queen
of All Saints Parish, confessions
before Mass, Father Raj Madri.
Information, (802) 472-5544.

Service, 10:30 a.m., The Act of
Consecration of the Human Be-

Service, 10:30 a.m., Hardwick
Bible Baptist Church, 296 S. Main
St. For transportation or informa-
tion, (802) 472-5294.

Service, 11 a.m., East Craftsbury
Presbyterian Church, 1773 East
Craftsbury Road, Craftsbury, VT
05856. Sunday Service, 11 a.m.,
handicapped accessible. Reuv.
Joe Welker, Pastor. Information,
(802) 586-7707, ecpcvt@gmail.
com, eastcraftsburypresbyterian.

Service, 11 a.m., First Congre-
gational Church (NACCC), 123
See EVENTS, Next Page

For observers in the middle
northern latitudes, this chart is
suitable for mid April at 10:00
p.m. Daylight Time.
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The Ecliptic represents
the plane of the solar

system. The sun, the moon,
and the major planets all lie on or
near this imaginary line in the sky.
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The stars plotted represent those which can
be seen from areas suffering
from moderate light
pollution. In larger
cities, less than

100 stars are visible,
while from dark,
rural areas well
over ten times
that amount
are found.
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Relative sizes
and distances
in the sky can
be deceiving. For
instance, 360 "full
moons"can be placed
ide by side, extending from horizon
to horizon.

| —p » Relative size of the full moon. I

Navigating the April night sky: Simply start with what you know or with what you can easily find.

Extend an imaginary line north from the two stars at the tip of the Big Dipper's bowl. It passes Polaris, the North Star.
Draw another imaginary line west across the top two stars of the Dipper's bowl. It strikes Capella low in the northwest.

Through the two diagonal stars of the Dipper's bowl, draw a line pointing to the twin stars of Castor and Pollux in Gemini.
Look in the west-southwest for the bright Winter Triangle stars of Sirius, Procyon, and Betelgeuse.

Directly below the Dipper's bowl reclines the constellation Leo with its primary star, Regulus.
Follow the arc of the Dipper's handle. It first intersects Arcturus, then continues to Spica.

NoW BN —

Arcturus, Spica, and Denebola form the Spring Triangle, a large equilateral triangle.

Binocular Highlights @

A: M44, a star cluster barely visible to the naked eye, lies to the southeast of Pollux. -
B: Look nearly overhead for the loose star cluster of Coma Berenices. Astronomical League

C: In the Big Dipper's handle shines Mizar next to a dimmer star, Alcor.

www.astroleague.org

Duplication allowed and encouraged for all free distribution.
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E. Church St., East Hardwick,
worship led by Jim Casavant, in-
terim Pastor. Closed in winter. In-
formation, (414) 856-1620.

Pickleball, 11 a.m., Hardwick
Elementary School gym. Begin-
ners group. Information, Sara at
Shbehrsing@gmail.com.

Service, 11 a.m., Trinity Assem-
bly of God, Rte. 15 East, Hyde
Park. Pastor Ron Doyle. (802)
888-7326.

Fellowship Service, 11 a.m,,
The Healling Stream Church of
God, Wolcott Town Hall, Pastor

Peter LaBonnville, Wheelchair
accessible.
Worship, 11:30 a.m., Wolcott

United Methodist Church, Route
15

Pickleball, noon, Hardwick Ele-
mentary School gym. Intermedi-
ate and above, noon to 2 p.m. In-
formation, Sara at Shbehrsing@
gmail.com.

Service, noon, Hardwick Bible
Baptist Church, 296 S. Main St.
For transportation or information,
(802) 472-5294.

Poetry readings, third Sundays,
beginning March 15, 2 to 4 p.m.,
hosted by the Poetry Society of
Vermont and the Jaquith Pub-
lic Library. This month features
Buffy Aakaash and Bethany
Ann Barrett Bohall. Information:
jaquithpubliclibrary.org or call
(802) 426-3581.

Mending Circle, 3 to 5 p.m,,
every third Sunday, The Civic
Standard, S. Main St., Hard-
wick. Bring clothes in need of
fixing. Materials, instruction,
snacks supplied.

Poetry Readings, third Sun-
day of each month, 2 to 4 p.m.,
Jaquith Public Library. Each
reading will feature two Poet-
ry Society of Vermont poets.
Information: (802) 426-3581,
jaquithpubliclibrary@gmail.
com, jaquithpubliclibrary.org.
Alcoholics Anonymous, 6 p.m.,
North Central Vermont Recov-
ery Center, 275 Brooklyn Street,
Morrisville. Information, (802)
851-8120.

Evening Service, 7:30 p.m.,,
The Wolcott Mennonite Church,
Rte. 15 between Morrisville and
Wolcott. Information, (802) 888-
5277, (802) 888-9113.

Ongoing Mondays
Pilates, 9 a.m., level 1, at the

Barn off the Common, Craftsbury
Common.

Adaptive Biking, 2 - 3 p.m., the
Lamoille Valley Rail Trail, begin-
ning at the trailhead parking lot
on Creamery Road in Hardwick.
Reservations or information, ker-
ry@adaptivesportspartners.org,
call (802) 427-4116.

Chess Club, 2:45 - 4 p.m.,

Craftsbury School, Minden Art
Room. Join advisor Andras Had-
ik-Barkoczy on select Mondays
preparing for the Vermont State
Chess Tournament, March 28.

Mending, 3 p.m., Craftsbury Pub-
lic Library.

Quit Tobacco, support group, 3
p.m., North Central Vermont Re-
covery Center, 275 Brooklyn St.,
Morrisville. Information, (802)
851-8120.

Adaptive Biking, 3:30 - 4:30
p.m., on the Lamoille Valley Rail
Trail, beginning at the trailhead
parking lot on Creamery Road
in Hardwick. Reservations or

information, kerry@adaptives-
portspartners.org, (802) 427-
4116.

Dads’ Group, 5 - 6 p.m., at the
Oxbow in Morrisville. Connect with
other dads. Information, Rob at
rcary@LRCVT.org or (802) 730-
3000.

Dance, 5:30 p.m., Barn off the
Common, Craftsbury Common.
Service, 6 p.m. Walden United
Methodist Church, 109 Noyestar
Road, handicap accessible, (802)
684-1201.

Families Anonymous, 6 p.m.,
North Central Vermont Recovery
Center, 275 Brooklyn St., Morris-
ville. Information, (802) 851-8120.

Alcoholics Anonmous, 7 p.m.,
United Church of Hardwick, 216
S. Main St. Open discussion. In-
formation, (802) 748-3708, local
AA (802) 334-1213 or toll-free
(877) - 334-1213.

Ongoing Tuesdays
Qigong, 8:30 a.m., the Barn off

the Common, Craftsbury Com-
mon.

Tai Chi, 9:30 to 10:15 a.m.,
Jeudevine Memorial Library Park-
er Ladd Community Room, Hard-
wick. Advanced Tai Chi, taught by
Norma Spaulding, Information at
(802) 472-8724, nspauld@gmail.
com.

Tai Chi, 10:30 a.m. to 11:30
a.m. Jeudevine Memorial Library
Parker Ladd Community Room,
Hardwick. Tai Chi for Fall Preven-
tion, taught by Norma Spaulding.
Information at (802) 472-8724,
nspauld@gmail.com.

Storytime, 10 a.m., Craftsbury
Public Library, early literacy for
children ages 0 - 5. Information at
childrenslibrarian@craftsburyp-
ubliclibrary.org or (802) 586-9683.
Exercise, 11 a.m., Highland Cen-
ter for the Arts, 2875 Hardwick
St., Greensboro, lead by certified
AFEcrystal.morrissey@ncvrec.
comP instructor Alice Perron. In-
formation esanderson@nekcoun-
cil.org, (802) 751-0431.

Moms in Recovery,

support

program, 1 - 2 p.m., tailored to
support pregnant and parenting
mothers and their families. In per-
son, North Central Vermont Re-
covery Center, 275 Brooklyn St.,
Suite 2, Morrisville. Information, ,
(802) 635-0084.

Kids’ Chorus, 3 p.m., Jeude-
vine Library, Hardwick. For ages
8 and up. Vocal warm-ups, mu-
sical games and group singing.
Information at jeudevineyouth-
librarian@hardwickvt.gov or
(802) 472-5948.

After School, 3 -5 p.m., Greens-
boro Free Library. Information,
(802) 533-2531.

Dungeons & Dragons, 3:30 — 5
p.m., Cabot Public Library, ages
11 and up. Learn how to build a
character and then embark on an
adventure.

Smart Recovery, 4 p.m., North
Central Vermont Recovery Cen-
ter, 275 Brooklyn St., Morrisville.
Information, (802) 851-8120.
Craftfit, 4:30 p.m., Craftsbury
Outdoor Center.

Crafting Group, 4:30 - 6 p.m,,
Jaquith  Public Library, 122
School St., Marshfield. Informa-
tion, jaquithpubliclibrary@gmail.
com, (802) 426-3581, jaquithpub-
liclibrary.org.

Magic, 5 p.m., The Civic Stan-
dard, S. Main St., Hardwick, A
group of young people get togeth-
er at to play Magic: the Gather-
ing, hosted by Dean Burns. New
players are welcome.

Friends of Jeudevine Li-
brary, 5:15 p.m., third Tuesday
of every month at the library,
N. Main St., Hardwick.
Greensboro Community
Meal, every Tuesday, 5:30 to
6:30 p.m.,Greensboro United
Church of Christ, East Crafts-
bury Road. Meal is free and
all are welcome. Information:
GreensboroCommunityMeal@
gmail.com.

Meeting, 5:30 p.m., first Tues-
day of month, Marshfield Select
Board.

As Bill Sees It, AA Meeting, 6
p.m., North Central Vermont Re-
covery Center, 275 Brooklyn St.,

Morrisville. Information, (802)
851-8120.
Hardwick Energy Committee

Meeting, second Tuesday of the
month, 6 p.m., Hardwick Memo-
rial Building, 20 Church St., first
floor. Information: Call Bill Chid-
sey, Hardwick Energy Coordina-
tor, (802) 249-6004. Energy.Co-
ordinator@HardwickVT.org.
Meeting, 6 to 8 p.m., Orleans
Southeast Supervisory Union
Board, first Tuesday of month,
OSSU Central Office, Hardwick.
Taiji, 6 p.m. Barn off the Com-
mon, Craftsbury Common.

Alcoholics Anonymous, ©6

p.m., meditation meeting, Unit-
ed Church, 6 Church Lane (next
to library), Craftsbury Common.
Open meeting.

Meeting, 7 p.m., first Tuesday of
month, Cabot Select Board.
Meeting, 7 p.m., first Tuesday of
month, Craftsbury Select Board.
Meeting, 7 p.m., first Tuesay of
month, Plainfield Select Board.

Exhibits

Mary Young’s “Notions and Na-
ture,” Greensboro Free Library,
on view through Apiril.

Kim Darling’s “People and
Things,” Back Room Gallery, at
NEK Artisants Guild, 430 Railroad
St., #2, St. Johnsbury. QOil paint-
ings on view through April 17.

Ice Shanties: Fishing, People
and Culture, through April, cour-
tesy the Vermont Folklife Center,
at the Athenaeum Hall Art Gallery,
1171 Main Street. St. Johnsbury,
(802) 748-8291, stjathenaeum.
org . inform@stjathenaeum.org

Community Services

Aging assistance, Northeast
Kingdom Council on Aging, St.
Johnsbury, (800) 642-5119.

Aging assistance, Central Ver-
mont Council on Aging, Montpe-
lier, (802) 479-0531.

Community dinners, United
Church of Hardwick, noon, third
and fourth Thursdays, eat-in or
take out. (802) 472-6566 to re-
serve meal.

Crisis line, 24 hours, involun-
tary custody screening, Lamoille
County Mental Health, 8 a.m. — 4
p.m., (802) 888-5026; nights and
weekends, (802) 888-8888.

Food pantry, Woodbury-Calais
Food Shelf, serving Calais, Wood-
bury, Cabot, (802) 472-6292..

Food pantry, Hardwick Area
Food Pantry, 36 W. Church St.,
Mon., noon — 2 p.m.; Thurs. and
Sat.,, 9 a.m. — 11 a.m. (802) 472-
5940.

Food shelf, vtfoodbank.org/nu-

ture-people/3squaresvt, (802)
855-6181.

Human services, Northeast
Kingdom Human Services, 181
Crawford Road, Derby, (802)
334-6744.

Human services, Northeast

Kingdom Human Services, 2225
Portland St., St. Johnsbury, (802)
748-3181, nkhs.org

Online safety, cyber tipline, re-
porting online exploitation, miss-
ingkids.org/gethelpnow/cyberti-
pline?gad_source=1

Online safety, Take it Down, sup-
port for removing and reducing
spread of explicit images, takeit-
down.ncmec.org/

Meals on Wheels, Greensboro

Nursing Home through Northeast
See EVENTS, Next Page
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Kingdom Council on Aging, (800)
642-5119.

Meals on Wheels, Vermont Cen-
ter for Independent Living, Mont-
pelier, (802) 224-1825, melissa@
vcil.org.

Mental health, Lamoille County
Mental Health Services, 72 Harrel
St., Morrisville, (802) 888-5026,
(802) 228-0591, lamoille.org.

Mental health, Washington
County Mental Health Services,
9 Heaton St., Montpelier, (802)
223-6328, wemhs.org

Recovery center, St. Johnsbury
Recovery Center, 297 Summer
St., (802) 751-8520, recoveryin-
fo@stjkrc.org,  kingdom-recov-
ery-center.com

Thrift store, Angel Outfitters
Thrift Store, United Church of
Christ, 216 S. Main St., Hardwick,
Thurs., 11 a.m. — 2 p.m.; Sat., 9
a.m. —2 p.m.; (802) 472-6800.

Veterans’ services, Caledonia
County, (802) 338-4324.

Veterans’ services, Lamoille
County, (802) 338-3411.
Veterans’ services, Orleans

County, (802) 338-4325.

Veterans’ services, Washington
County, (802) 338-4318.

Libraries

Albany Public Library, 530 Main
St., Albany, (802) 755-6107, al-
banypubliclibraryvt.org. Mon. 9
a.m. to 4 p.m.; Wed. 2 to 6 p.m,;
Sat. 1 to 5 p.m. Story time for all
ages: Mon., 10 a.m. and Sat., 4
p.m.

Brown Library, Sterling Col-
lege, Craftsbury Common (802)
586-7711, sterlingcollege.edu/
academics/brown-library, Mon. to
Fril, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Open to the
public.

Cabot Public Library, 3084 Main
St, (802) 563-2721, cabotlibrary.
com, Mon., 3 to 6 p.m.; Tues.,
noon to 6 p.m., Wed., 2to 6 p.m.;
Thurs., 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sat. 9
a.m. to noon.

Craftsbury Public Library, 149
Common Loop, Craftsbury Com-
mon (802) 586-9683, craftsburyp-
ubliclibrary.org, Mon. and Thurs.,
2 - 6 p.m., Tues., Wed. and Fri.
10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m. - 1
p.m., Story time, Fri., 10 a.m.

Cutler Memorial Public Library,
151 High St, Plainfield (802) 454-
8504, cutlerlibrary.org, Tues., 10
a.m. - 6 p.m.; Wed., 3 - 6 p.m,
Thurs., 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Sat. 10
a.m.-1p.m.

Glee Merritt Kelley Community
Library, 320 School Hill Drive,
Wolcott, (802) 472-6551, Mon. -
Thurs., 9a.m. -6 p.m.; Fri. closed;
Sat., 9a.m.-11a.m.

Greensboro Free Library, 53
Wilson St., Greensboro, (802)
533-2531, greensborofreelibrary.
org, Mon. and Wed. closed; Tues.,
10 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Thur. and Fri.,
10 a.m.-5p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m. - 2
p.m.; Sun., noon - 2 p.m.

Hazen Union School Library,
126 Hazen Union Drive, Hard-
wick, (802) 472-6511, hazenli-
brary@ossu.org, 7:30 a.m. - 3
p.m., Mon. to Fri. while school is
in session. Open to the public.

Jaquith Public Library, Old
Schoolhouse  Common, 122
School St., Marshfield, (802) 426-
3581, jaquithpubliclibrary.org,
Tues. to Fri.,, 9 a.m. - noon and
3 -6 p.m., Sat. and Mon. 9 a.m.
- noon, closed Sundays. Winter
story time and playgroup, Fri.,
10:30 a.m., outdoors, dress for
weather.

Jeudevine Memorial Library, 93
N Main St., Hardwick, (802) 472-
5948, jeudevinememoriallibrary.
org, Mon. and Wed. 1 - 6 p.m.,
Tues., Thurs. and Fri. 10 a.m. -5
p.m., Sat. 10 a.m. -2 p.m.

John W. Simpson Memorial Li-
brary, 1972 E. Craftsbury Road,
East Craftsbury, (802) 586-9692,
jwsimpsonmemorial.org. Wed., 9

a.m.-noon and 6 - 8 p.m.; Thurs.
9 a.m.-noon and 2 - 6 p.m.; Sat.
9 a.m. - noon; Sun. noon - 2 p.m.

Morristown Centennial Library,
7 Richmond St., Morrisville, (802)
888-3853, centenniallibrary.org,
Tues. and Wed., 10 a.m. - 7:30
p.m.; Thurs. and Fri., 10 a.m. -
5:30 p.m.; Sat. 9a.m. -2 p.m.

Walden Community Library,
Walden Elementary School, 135
Cahoon Farm Road, (802) 563-
2195, walden.mimas.opalsinfo.
net/bin/home, Tues., 6 - 8 p.m.

Woodbury Community Library,
Woodbury School, 69 Valley Lake
Road, (802) 472-5710, library@
woodburyvt.org, Wed., 1 -5 p.m;
Thurs., 2-6 p.m.; Sat.,, 9a.m. -1
p.m.

Town Clerks

Cabot, cabotvt.us

Calais, calaisvermont.gov
Craftsbury, townofcraftsbury.
com

Greensboro, greensborovt.gov
Hardwick, hardwickvt.org
Marshfield, town.marshfield.vt.us
Plainfield, plainfieldvt.us
Stannard, (802) 533-2577, open
Wed., 8-noon, townofstannard@
myfairpoint.net

Walden, waldenvt.gov
Wolcott, wolcottvt.org
Woodbury, woodburyvt.org

To have your event listed free
in our weekly events calendar,
e-mail news@hardwickgazette.

Tim Carpenter (front) shows the firefighter helmet he created in class while
visiting Senior Greensboro Firefighter Marcie Larabee helps him try on gear
he has room to grow into, March 24, at Lakeview School.

photo by Lisa Stinson
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At a visit by the Greensboro Fire Department to Lakeview Early Education
Center (left) Senior Firefighter Marcy Larrabee shares her helmet with Asher
Benjamin (center right), Miles Lasher (front right) and Lakeview instructional
assistant Jessica Boyd (right rear). March 24.

photo by Lisa Stinson
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Lamarre leads boys Capital League Honors for Hazen

by Ken Brown

HARDWICK — Hazen Union’s
Jameson Lamarre capped off his
breakout junior campaign for the
Wildcats last week by earning a
First Team selection in the rugged
Capital League.

Lamarre embraced his role as
Hazen’s top scorer this past winter,
punishing opposing teams in the
Capital at nearly 20 points per
game. He also quickly grew into the
role as the primary ball handler for
Hazen after the graduation loss of
senior point guard Brendan Moodie,
using his height and athleticism to
crash the boards on a regular basis.
The Wildcats rode his versatility all
the way to a 20-win season and the
2026 Division III Championship.
Although the Capital is loaded with
talent up and down the league,
there were very few nights where
Lamarre wasn’t the best player on
the floor. Joining him as First Team
selections were Peoples Academy’s
(PA) Jack Lafayette, Montpelier’s
Stone Poor, Randolph’s Eli Messier
and Steele Nelson of Harwood.

Lamoille = dominated  the
Second Team selections after a
truly dream season that culmi-
nated in their first Division II
State Championship in 63 years.
James Wallace, Jacson Hoag and
Colby Hall all earned selections for

Hazen UnionjuniorJameson Lamarre
(No. 11) looks to pass during play in
Hardwick January 22. Lamarre scored
22 points and Lincoln Hill (No. 22) (in
back) scored 14 points. Hazen won
59-37.

photo by Vanessa Fournier

their outstanding seasons for the
Lancers, along with Thetford Acad-
emy’s Xander Oshoyini and U-32’s
Jackson Lamere.

Hazen’s Lincoln Hill, Sully
Laflam and Morgan Michaud were

Lincoln Hill of Hazen Union sidesteps
Lake Region’s Jackson Hunt as he
readies to shoot during play in the
Wildcat den February 19. Hill scored
16 points which included four 3’s.
Hazen won 63-39.

photo by Vanessa Fournier

all selected as Capital League
Honorable Mentions. Hill had his
best season in a Wildcat uniform,
averaging just under 15 points
per game, while developing into
Hazen’s long-range sniper by
midseason. Hill and Lamarre were
also Vermont Principals’Association

(VPA) Outstanding Underclassmen
selections and should be a handful
for opposing defenses next season.

Hazen did not cut down the
nets last month at the Barre
Auditorium without Michaud and
Laflam. Michaud was a monster
in the semifinal round against
Hazen’s arch nemesis, Thetford,
posting a career-high 26 points,
while crashing the boards and
playing relentless defense. Laflam
had his best game of the season in
the Finals, pouring in 22 points
on top-seeded Randolph, while
making life hard for their star soph-
omore big man, Messier, the entire
evening. The duo’s selfless senior
leadership will be tough to replace
next season for the Wildcats.

Lafayette earned Capital
League Player of the Year honors
for PA after a scorching senior
campaign that saw him break the
40-point barrier three different
times for the Wolves. The Burl-
ington transfer helped turn PA’s
program around in his second
season there, leading them to
12-wins and a quarterfinal run
through the Division III tour-
nament. Lamoille’s

Hosea Crittenden was named
Capital League Coach of the Year
after guiding the Lancers to a 19-4
record and their first state title
since 1963.

KEN BROWN'’S
COLLEGE ROUNDUP

Fielder reaches new

heights for Norwich
NORTHFIELD - East Calais
native and former U-32 multi-sport
standout Caitylyn Fielder and her
2026 Norwich University women’s
lacrosse team has picked up right
where they left off after a record-
breaking season last spring.
Fielder scored 47 goals last
season, leading the Lady Cadets
to the Great Northeast Athletic
Conference (GNAC) semifinals
and a program-record 15 wins. The
senior midfielder has already found
the back of the net 35 times this
season in just 10 games. She has
also assisted on 18 other tallies for
Norwich, leading them to a torrid
9-1 start. They currently sit in
second placeinthe GNAC standings
with a 6-1 conference record, and
Fielder already earning a place on
the GNAC Honor Roll four times
this season. Norwich exploded for a
season-high 22 goals in a lopsided
win over Albertus Magnus over the
weekend, with Fielder scoring four
of them. She already has notched
120 career goals at Norwich in just
42 games, while adding 42 assists.

Caitlyn Fielder

social media

Fielder and the Lady Cadets
hosted Colby-Sawyer College on
Tuesday and will hit the road for
a pivotal match-up with Saint
Joseph’s (Maine), who lead the
GNAC standings with a 6-0 record.

Fairfield and

Alekson stay hot
FAIRFIELD, Conn. — Former
Peoples Academy (PA) star

Ben Alekson and his Fairfield
University baseball team won
three of four games last week to
push their Metro Atlantic Athletic
Conference (MAAC) record to 9-3
on the season.

The Stags only loss of the
week came with Alekson on the
mound (a 4-1 loss to Merrimack),
despite the big right hander
allowing just one earned run
over six and two-thirds innings of
work. Alekson struck out five and
saw his record fall to 2-3 on the
season, while lowering his ERA to
a team best 1.85. The six-foot-two
junior right hander has already
earned two MAAC Pitcher of the
Week honors this spring and has
been added to the College Baseball
Foundation National Pitcher of
the Year watchlist. Alekson has
a 17-6 career record at Fairfield
in 36 starts. The former Vermont

Gatorade Baseball Player of the
Year led Peoples Academy to
three state championships.

After dropping nine of their
first 10 games to start the season,
Fairfield has gone 13-3 over the
last five weeks. Alekson and the
Stags will look to keep it rolling
this week with a three game
series at home against Rider
starting Friday night.

WE’VE GOT YOUR

Teams COVERED.
THE HARDWICK GAZETTE

INDEPENDENT LOCAL NEWS SINCE 1889

news@hardwickgazette.org
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